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ERRATA. 

Pftg^  i5>  Kne  20|  nadf  Twrf  is  brought  from  a  confider- 

able  diflance. 
Page  44,  line    3,  for  Baymore,  read  Be3rmore. 
«-— —  80,   — -  27»  for  contributes,  read  contributed. 
•— -  B3,   —  13,  r^ji/,  making  his  horfe  work  more  than  he 

(hodd. 
Page    90,  line  1 8,  for  property,  read  properly. 

■  93,    —    1 ,  in  the  note,  y^r  falary,  r^^  endowment. 
— —  160,  —  13,  for  8,  read  eighteen. 

——204,  —  I  Of  for  Appendix,  No.  7,  read  AppendiXf 

No.  9? 
Page  206,  line    I5  for  planteed,  read  planted. 
—  269,  line  14,  read  the  fentence  thus:  and  at  certain  dift* 

ances,  parallel  to  each  other,  on  the  declivity  of  rifing 

grounds  ;  — thefe  are  filled,  &c. 
Page  284,  line  4,  read^  making  one  load  of  dung  go  as  far,  &c. 
— —  309,  -—22,  read,  from  a  proper  feledtion,  &c. 

■  328,  to  lajl  of  the  note,  add,  to  do  much  work* 
*         329,  line  3,  for  31b.,  read,  36lb.  of  hay. 
332>  —  7>  for  good  age>  read,  fize. 

■  —  9,  read,  of  a  moft  excellent  breed.  , 
— -  354,  in  the  table,  for  barley  per  barrel  of  20  (lonet 

read,  per  barrel  of  16  ftone. 
Page  401,  line  i^,for  purpofes,  read,  purpofe. 
Appendix* — Page  3,  Ime  z^  for  Hcniy  Villi  read^  James  I. 
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TO  THE  READER- 


This  Report  is  at  present  printed  and  circulated 
for  the  purpose  merely  of  procuring  further  infor^ 
motion^  respecting  the  state  and  husbandry  of  this 
district^  and  of  enabling  every  one  interested  in  the 
welfare  (fthis  country^  to  examine  it  fully  ^  and  con^ 
tribute  his  mite  to  its  improvement* 

The  Society  do  not  deem  themselves  pledged  to 
any  opinion  given  by  the  Author  of  this  Survey; 
end  they  desire^  that  nothing  contained  in  it  be  con^ 
sidered  as  their  sentiments}  they  have  only  pub" 
lished  ity  as  the  report  of  the  gentleman^  whose 
name  is  qffixedy  and  they  pidflish  it  for  the  com^ 
ments  and  observations  of  all  persons  j  which  they 
entreat  to  be  given  freely ^  and  without  reserve. 

It  is  therefore  requested^  that  the  observations  on 
reading  this  work  may  be  returned  to  the  Dublin 
Society^  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient^  and  which 
will  meet  with  the  fullest  attention  in  a  future 
edition* 
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TO  difplay  the  prefent  ftatc  of  agriculture 

in  the  county  of  Meath,  to  detail  impartially  its 

errors  and  its  excellencies,  and  to  lay  before  the 

public   eye  the    "  what  is'*    rather    than  the 

**  what  ought  to  be,"  has  been  the  objeft  of 

the  Author  of  this  Survey.     If  he  has,  in  fome 

inftances,  departed  from  this  principle,  and  pre- 

fumed  to  recommend  a  change  of  culture,   or 

to  point  out  whs^t  appears  to  him  a  correftion  of 

feme    reprehcnfible  praftice,   it  has  been  done 

cither  from  a  conviftion  of  its  beneficial  efFefts, 

or  from  the  undoubted  experience  of  other  per- 

fons. 

a  2  For 
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iv  PREFACE. 

For  the  accuracy  of  the  information,  and  the 
unbiaffcd  report  of  it,  he  pledges  himfelf  with 
confidence,  having  fpared  neither  cxpencc  nor 
pains,  in  procuring  the  moft  precife  and  detailed 
information  upon  the  various  fubjefts  of  huf- 
bandry. 

But  too  confcious,  how  much  the  language 
and  arrangement  of  them  require  an  apology, 
he  entreats  the  reader  to  confider,  that  they  are 
the  produftion  of  a  man  little  ufed  to  litterary 
purfuits,  and  to  committing  his  ideas  to  paper, 
and  much  lefs  to  the  preparing  of  them  for  the 
infpeftion  of  the  world. 

There  being  no  very  interefting  objefls  of 
mineralogy  in  this  county,  and  the  antiquities 
not  being  immediately  connefted  with  a  view  of 
agricultural  praftice :  he  has  not  given  them  a 
feparate  difcuflion,  but  has  interfperfed  the  few 
materials,  which  Meath  affords  for  the  former, 

under 
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PREFACE.  V 

under  the  head  of  foil  and  furfacc;  and  the 
latter  he  has  mentioned,  in  a  concifc  epitome  of 
the  general  hiftory  of  the  county,  which  he  has 
prefixed  in  the  form  of  an  introduftion;  for 
this  part  of  the  work  in  particular,  as  well  a3 
for  the  whole,  he  once  more  folicits  thp  indul- 
gence and  candour  of  the  public. 


INTRODUCTION. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE  county  of  Meath,  as  fomc  writers  aflcrt,  has 
taken  its  name  from  the  Latin  word  Media^  expreilive 
of  its  central  lituation,  its  boundaries  having  extended^ 
at  an  early  period,  to  the  centre  of  the  kingdom; 
whilft  others  are  of  opinion,  and  with  greater  appear- 
ance of  truth,  that  its  name  is  derived  from  the  Iriih 
word  Maith,  or  Magh,  which  fignifies  a  plain  or  level 
country. 

This  fuppofition  is  further  ftrengthened  by  this  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  country,  for  many  miles  around 
Tarah,  was  foriherly  called  Magh-Breagh;  and  from 
its  having  been  the  place,  in  which  the  king  refided,  it 
is  more  than  probable,  that  in  thofe  days,  when  local 
circumftances  gave  rife  to  names,  the  whole  country^ 
under  the  immediate  government  of  that  king,  received 
the  name  of  the  royal  refidence;  which,  by  corruptiSn, 
from  wrong  pronunciation,  eftabliihed  its  prefent  name. 
This,  however,  is  all  conjefture. 

By  tradition,  however,  we  learn,  that  Ireland  was 
firft  peopled  by  a  colony  of  Scythians,  immediately 
from  Spain,  who  introduced  the  Phenician  language 
and  letters,  and  divided  the  kingdom  into  five  pro- 
vinces. 
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via  INTRODUCTION. 

vinces,  all  fubjeft,  however,  to  one  monarch,  who  is 
generally  fuppofed  to  have  refided  at  Tarah,  then 
called  Tea'mhaif,  in  the  province  of  Meath. 

The  four  fubordinate  princes,  as  they  became  more 
powerful,  created  commdtions,  and  invaded  each 
other's  territories;  to  prevent  which,  the  country  was 
divided  by  Hugqny,  the  then  ruling  monarch,  into 
twenty-five  dynafties,  the  rulers  of  which  were  bound 
by  oath  to  acknowledge  no  other  fupcrior  than  one 
of  the  king's  family. 

Thcfe  precautions,  however,  feem  to  have  been  fo 
very  unavailing,  that  we  find  not  only  Hugony  himfelf, 
but  likewife  moft  of  his  fucceflbrs,  taken  off  by  violent 
deaths,  until  the  pentarchal  government  was  again 
reftored,  which  happened  about  a  century  before  the 
introduftion  of  Chriftianity  into  the  kingdom. 

Meath,  one  of  thefe  five  provinces,  at  that  time  in- 
cluded the  prefent  counties  of  Meath,  Wefl:-Meath> 
Longford,  part  of  C^van,  Kildare,  and  the  King's 
county. 

Tarah  was  the  principal  place  of  refidence  of  its 
king,  who,  in  right  of  Meath,  was  king  of  Leinfter 
alfo  :  indeed,  it  is  generally  thought,  that  the  kings  of 
Leinfter  were  monarchs  of  Ireland,  to  whom  the  other 
four  fubordinate  princes  paid  tribute. 

At  Tarah  were  held  their  folemn  feafts  and  aflem- 
blies,  at  ftated  times,  to  which  place  St.  Patrick  came, 
to  be  prefent  at  one  of  thofe  feftivals,  that  was  held 

with 
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INTRODUCTION.  ix 

with  fiiore  than  common  fplendor  every  third  year, 
and  ori^ally  inAituted  to  create  an  amicable  connec- 
tion between  the  different  and  diftant  inhabitants  of 
th^  ifland.  This  year  (433)  happening  to  be  that 
diirdyear,  St. Patrick  thought  it  a  favourable  opportu- 
nijty  to  preach  Chriftianity,  rightly  judging^  that  what- 
ever impreflion  he  made  there  muft  have  an  influence 
over  the  whole  kiogdom,  as  moft  of  the  nobility  of 
Ireland  were  there  aHembled.  At  this  meeting  he  1$ 
idid  to  have  fucceeded,  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  his 
wiflies. 

St.  Lum^n,  nephew  to  St.  Patrick,  accompanied  hia 
upon  this  occafion,  and  was  by  him  created  .Bi(hop  oi 
Trim.  He,  abput  the  year  482  built  St.  Mary's  ab- 
hey  there,  and  dedicated  it  to  St.  Auguftin;  the  monks 
were  Canons  Regular.  This  abbey  was  afterwards 
elegantly  rebuilt  by  the  Lacies,  about  the  year  1180. 
That  beautiful  ruin,  now  called  the  yellow  fteeple,  be« 
longed  to  it.     This  was  the  firft  fee  in  Meath. 

About  this  time,  St.  Mary's  abbey  at  DuleeH  was 
built  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Kelly.  St.  Cianan^ 
who  was  the  firft  biihop  of  it,  died  in  the  year  489, 
and  was  buried  in  the  abbey. 

Chriftianity  began  now  to  advance  with  rapid  ftrides, 
and  we  have  accounts  of  there  being,  within  the  limits 
of  Meath  alone,  no  lefs  a  number  than  feven  bidiopr 
ricks,  viz :— Clonard,  Duleek,  Kells,  Trim,  Ardbrac- 
can,  Dunftiaughlin^  and  Slane  -,  all  of  which  (except 

Kells 
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Eeils  and  Dnleek)  were,  ia  the  year  1152,  ttftttedby 
Tirtae  of  a  ball  from  Pope  Eugenitid  3d,  and  ftnt  by 
Cardinal  Paparo,  who  held  his  fynod  in  Ketk.  Alkl 
an  a  few  years  after,  Kells  and  Duleek  nndef w^fit  the 
&ine  fate;  and  Clonmacnoife  was  a]h  united  ifi- the 
year  1569,  Co  that  in  the  prdeat  fe«  of  McaA  afc 
Jlimted  eight  biflu)prk:ks« 

We  are  not  to  conclude,  that  learning,  even  a!  this 
«arly  period^  was  tt  fo  low  an  ebb,  as^ghtbe  ex- 
pefted  among  a  people  juft  emergii^  from  bartiiax^i 
for,  in  the  year  530,  there  flourifhed  a  famous  fbhool, 
^college,  atQcHiard,  under  the  immediate  dhre^tion 
rfSt.rmian* 

This  fcmiiiary  was  llyled  «  The  fbUntain  of  all  vtr}f- 
dom  and  learning*,"  and  St.  FbJan,  from  his  matfy 
virtues,  was  fnrnamed  <«  The  wife."  In  it,  amongft 
others  famous  for  leArnfeig  and  piety,  ^^ere  educated 
St.  Eicran,  and  the  twcy  Cohimbs. 

This  St,  Kieran,  about  the  year  540,  built  for  him- 
felf  a  cell  near  Kells,  at  the  place  now  called  Caftle- 
Keran,  near  which  there  is  a  remarkably  fine  fpriflg, 
iflumg  from  a  rock,  ^hich  th^  tradidoiV  of  the  coiintry 
attributes  to  a  miraculous  order  of  St.  Kieran,  who 
blefled  it.  To  this  well  the  more  ignorant  order  of 
CathoHcs  refort,  on  the  firfl  Sunday  in  Auguft,  and 
wafli  m  the  flream  iflumg  from  the  fountara,  attribut- 
mg  many  remarkable  cures,  in  a  variety  of  difeafes,  to 
its  fan^ified  influence. 

There 
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There  is  in  the  church-yard,  belong^  to  this  cell,  a 
fine  old  ftone  croft,  with  feveral  hieroglyphical  figures 
on  it,  but  not  any  legible  charafters.  St-  Columb  flou- 
riftied  immediately  after  St.  Kieran,  and  lived  at  Kells, 
wherQ  about  the  year  550  he  founded  and  built  St. 
Mary's  abbey,  littk  or  no  traces  of  which  are  at  pre* 
fent  vifible,  if  we  except  the  foundation  of  an  old 
tower.  This  abbey  is  famous  for  the  birth  of  St. 
Cuthbert,  and  was  rebuilt  about  the  year  806  by 
Celiac,  abbot  of  Jona^  or  Hy. 

Columb-kil's  houfe  is  ftiU  (hndmgi  it  is  fiooe-roof* 
ed,  and  hitherto  has  withflood  the  iron  han4  of  time  ; 
it  is  faid  to  be  the  oldeft  ilone-built  houfe  io  Ireland. 
Near  the  fite  of  the  abbey,  i^  one  of  tbofeokl  roniid 
towers,  in  high  prefervation,  that  wc  fo  frequently 
meet  with  in  Ireland;  which,  with  one  at  Donoughmore 
near  Navan,  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  Meatb% 

It  is  called  by  the  country  people,  <«  Cluga^  Kaa*- 
dus,"  which  fignifies,  «  The  belfry  of  Kells.  Thi$ 
name  has  been  handed  down  by  tradition,  which  ieemd 
to  denote,  that  they  were  firft  intended  for  bells.  Io 
Kells  arc  feveral  ftoae  crofles,  but  one  Ut  particular  of 
beautiful  worlunanfhip.  This  former^  lay  proAraio 
in  the  ftreet,  oppofite  to  the  caftle,  but  was  rwfed.by 
the  defire,.  and  at  the  expence  of  the  celebrated  Swift, 
Dean  of  St.  Patrick's.    See  the  plate> 

St.  Ultan  is  the  firft  biftiop  mentioned  of  Ardbrac-* 
can*,  he  died  there  in  the  year  606,  although  that  fee 

did 
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did  not  get  the  name  of  Ardbraccan  until  the  time  of 
his  fucceflbr  Abbot  Braccan,  after  whom  it  was  called. 

In  the  year  838,  Turgefius,  king  of  the  Danes, 
failed  up  the  Boyne,  and  fubdued  Meath,  ufing  the 
profeffors  of  Chriftianity  with  the  greateft  cruelty.  To 
him,  in  this  expedition,  is  afcribed  the  formation  of 
thofe  Danifti  forts,  or  raths,  to  be  met  with  in  various 
parts  of  this  county,  particularly  that  remarkable  fine 
one  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  Tarah-hill,  near  Mr. 
Lynch's  houfe.  Here  he  is  faid  to  have  taken  up  hid 
head-quarters,  ^irhilft  fubduing  Meath.  It  contains 
about  feven  acres,  and  is  now  beautifully  planted  by 
Sir  John  Dillon,  Bart,  and  Mr.  Lynch,'  for  which  they 
obtained  a  premium  from  the  Dublin  Society,  in  the 
year  1 79 1.  In  845,  Turgefius  plundered  Clonmac- 
noife,  and  many  other  places,  and  is  faid  to  have  fallen 
in  love  with  the  daughter  of  Melaghlin,  king  of  Meath, 
who,  feeming  to  accede  to  his  propofals,  promifed  to 
fend  his  daughter  to  a  certain  place,  attended  by  fifteen 
beautiful  maids.  Turgefius  came  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed, and  found,  inftead  of  his  intended  bride,  fif- 
teen young  men,  dreffed  like  women,  with  arms  con- 
cealed, which  they  made  ufe  of  for  the  tyrant^S  de«f 
ftruftion. 

The  fame  of  this  action  foon  fpread  abroad,  and  the 
Danes  were  either  cut  off  by  ftratagem,  or  compelled 
by  open  force  to  return  to  their  own  country.  In  the 
year  849,  however,  they  again  returned  to  Ireland 

with 
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with  recruited  ftrength^  and  gained  fome  advantages 
pver  the  Irifli.  They,  with  varied  fuccefs,  held  their 
ground  until  the  year  980,  at  which  time  they  met 
with  a  complete  overthrow  at  Tarah ;  the  Irifli,  under^ 
the  command  of  their  king,  flaying  one  thoufand  pri- 
vate foldiers,  together  with  moft  of  the  principal 
Danifli  officers. 

During  the  time  the  Danes  held  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  which  lafled  for  the  fpace  of  350 
years,  we  find  no  record  of  any  religious  foundation  in 
Meath,  except  that  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  at  Beo- 
tive,  which  was  built  by  Murchard  O'Melaghlin,  king 
of  Meath,  in  the  year  1146.  The  friars  were  of  the 
order  of  Ciftertians.  In  this  abbey  was  buried  the 
body  of  Hugh  de  Lacy,  Lord  of  Meath,  who  was 
killed  in  the  year  1 188. 

The  Danes,  having  been  in  pofTeffion  of  Ireland  for 
about  350  years,  were  at  laft  overcome,  in  the  year 
1 171,  by  the  Englifli,  who  came  over  under  Richard 
Strongbow,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  being  invited  by  Der- 
mot,  fon  of  Murchard,  to  avenge  him  of  his  enemies, 
who  had  made  inroads  upon  his  territories.  Henry  11. 
King  of  England,  granted  the  Earl  liberty  to  bring 
what  number  of  followers  he  could,  in  order  to  eftab- 
lifli  himfelf  in  Ireland.  He,  foon  after  his  arrival,  mar- 
ried Dermot's  daughter,  on  whom  were  fettled  all  her 
father's  pofleffions  for  ever. 

This 
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This  invitetion  of  a  fmall  number  of  Eflgliih  into 
Ireland  was  the  firfl:  ftep  towards  the  almoft  final  fub- 
jugatkm,  which  foon  followed  j  yet  we  do  not  find  the 
Irifti  tamely  fubmitting  to  the  yoke,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, even  after  they  wete  overcome,  refolutely  infift- 
ing  upon,  and  Henry  confenting  to,  terms,  as  regu- 
lated by  an  aflembly  convened  for  that  purpofc.  In 
this  convention  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Irifh  ihould 
become  vaflals  and  tributaries  to  King  Henry,  and  that 
he  was  to  prote^l  them  in  the  adminiftration  of  their 
own  government,  according  to  their  own  mode.  They 
were  to  appoint  their  own  magiftrates  and  officers; 
to  pardon  ancl  punifh  all  malefaAors,  within  their  fe- 
Tcral  diftrifts ;  and  they  had  the  power  of  making 
peace  and  war  with  each  other,  without  cojitroul. 

By  thefe  ftipulations,  both  with  the  natives  and  the 
original  adventurers,  Henry  became  mafter  of  feveral 
maritime  cities  and  their  dependendes.  Strongbow 
d^med  Leinfter  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  although  it 
was  fettled  on  him  at  his  marriage,  yet  he  confented  to 
hold  it  under  a  grant  from  the  king,  thinking  it  a  more 
fecure  tenure.  Meath,  too,  was  ceded  to  Henry,  who 
afterwards  granted  it  to  Hugh  de  Lacy,  for  the  fervice 
of  fifty  knights,*  lb  that  Henry  had  now  a  confider- 

able 

*  Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  To  the  archbifliopS| 
bifhops,  &c.  greeting.  Know  that  I  have  given,  and  granted, 
and  by  this  my  charter  confirmed,  to  Hugh  de  Lacy,  for 

his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


INTRODUCTION.  xt 

able  territory»  and  a  oumber  <^  fubjefbe  la  Meath^  add 
had  every  reafoa  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy  eocreafe  of  bocb« 
Immediately  after  Hugh  de  Lacy  recdved  the  grant  of 
Meath,  he  futxUvided  it,  and  gave  to  Gilbert  Nangle 
the  barony  of  Morgallion ;  and  to  Joicelin,  his  ion,  he 
gave  Navan  and  Ardbraccan  ^  to  Adam  Felpo  he  gave 
Skreea  i  to  Miilet  he  gave  the  barony  of  Lune  i  and 
fo  one  Thomas  he  gave  Kells ;  beflde  feveral  other 
grants,  vhich^  from  alteration  in  the  aames^  are  not 
now  eaflly  known. 

From  thefe  he  exaAed  the  fervice,  that  he  waji 
bound  in  to  the  lung>  and  enjoyed  large  pofleffiooA 
himielf,  for  which  he  was  not  bonnd  in  any  fervicc. 
From  thefe  grants  arofe  the  names  of  the  (fivifions  of 
the  county^  under  which  it  flill  renpiainss  and,  from  the 
pofleflbrs  having  been  afterwards  created  barons,  tbek 
poflei&ons  took  the  aame  of  baronies* 

In  the  year  1 174,  De  I^acy  made  Hugh  Tyrrell  go^ 
vernior  of  Trim ;  and,  about  1 178,  he  cau&d  the  caftie 
of  Kells  to  be  built  by  the  EngUOi  colonUb  of -Mcatb> . 
as  a  barrier  againfl  the  incurfioos  of  tbe  Ulftov  fncD, 

who 

his  fcrvice,  the  land  of  Meath,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  by 
Us  fernce  o(£Fty  men,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  to  have  and  tc^ 
hold  of  me  dskd  m,j  heixs,  as  Mui;chard  Hu  Mela^lin  held 
it,  or  any  other  before  or  after  hinu  Sir  J.  Warcy  chap.  27.^ 
He  gave,  likewife,  to  Hugh  de  Lacy  the  country  called 
Meath,  to  be  held  by  the  fervice  of  fifty  knights.  Anno  Do- 
mini 1 1 72.     Vide  Sir  J.  Ware's  Antiquities ^  chap.  4, 
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who  that  year  became  exceedingly  tronblcrome.  Eellsj 
in  thofc  days,  was  confidered  the  key  of  Meath. 

Slanc  Caftle  was  about  this  time  befieged,  and  to- 
tally demoliflied,  by  Melaghlin  M^Loughlmj  atid 
Richard  Fleming,  lord  of  that  place,  with  many- 
others,  was  flain  in  the  conteft. 

Some  time  after  thia,  De  Lacy^s  power  in  Meath  was 
fo  encreafed,  from  his  havitig  planted  feveral  colonies, 
and  erefted  many  caftles  therein,  that  he  vainly 
thought,  and,  fome  fay,  as  vainly  boafted,  that  Ireland 
was  more  fubjeft  to  him  than  to  the  king  of  England ; 
which  coming  to  Henry's  cars,  he  ^as  recalled ;  yet, 
the  very  winter  following,  he  was  fent  back  into  Ire- 
land as  chief  juftice,  which  office  he  held  for  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  built  many  cailles,  and, 
among  others,  thofe  of  Clonard,  Eillair,  and  Delvin. 
Some  aflert,  that  Trim  cafUe  was  built  about  this  timc^ 
but,  according  to  *  Ware,  it  was  built  in  the  year 
1 220,  of  which  we  fliall  fpeak  hereafter.  He  built,  in 
,1182,  a  cell  for  canons  regular,  of  the  order  of  St. 
Auguftin,  at  Duleek,  which  he  afterwards  made  a  cell 
of  Lanthony,  near  Gloucefter,  in  England. 

About  this  time  (1188)^  as  Hugh  de  Lacy  was 
Aooping  down  to  ^ve  ibme  dire^ions  in  the  building, 
of  a  caftle  at  Dermagh,  or  Durrough,  his  head  was' 
almoft  fevered  from  his  body  by  the  ftroke  of  an  ax, 
made  at  hun  by  ad  Irifhman  employed  10  the  work. 

Hir 
*  Antiquities. 
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His  body  was  buried  with  great  iblemnity  ia  the  abbey 
of  Beftivej  but  his  head  was  carried  to  Dublin^  aud 
buried  in  the  abbey  of  Thomas-court  This  gave  rife 
to  a  moft  ridiculous  controverfy  between  the  abbieSf 
for  the  reft  of  his  body,  wluch  was  at  length  dedded 
in  favour  of  Thomas-court,  by  Simon  Rochfort,  the 
then  biihop  of  Meath,  and  Pope's  legate  in  Ireland. 

De  Lacy  left  two  fons,  riz.  Walter,  Lord  of  Meath^ 
and  Hugh,  Earl  of  Ulftcr. 

In  the  year  1 190,  Joicelin  Nangle,  to  whom  Hugh 
de  Lacy  gave  Navan,  &c.  built  there,  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Boyne  and  Blackwater,  an  abbey,  which  he  de- 
dicated to  St.  Mary,  for  the  order  of  Canons  regular. 
The  horfe-barracks  ftand  at  preient  on  the  fitej  no 
traces  of  the  abbey  are  now  vilible. 

In  the  year  1152,  Cardinal  Paparo,  the  Pope's  le- 
gate, held  a  fynod  at  Kdls,  in  which  it  was  decreed, 
that,  on  the  death  of  a  village  bifliop,  a  rural  dean 
fhould  fucceed  him,  and  that  their  fees  fhould  be 
changed  into  rural  deaneries.  This  canon  Simon 
Rochfort,  bifhop  of  Meath,  adopted,  and  enforced  in 
a  fynod,  held  by  him  in  his  diocefe  in  the  year  1216, 
changing  the  village  fees  of  Clonard,  Eells,  Slanc, 
Skreen,  and  Dunfhaughlin,  into  rural  deaneries. 

In  the  year  1206,  this  Simon  Rochfort,  being  the 
firft  EnglUhman  preferred  to  the  fee  of  Meath,  found- 
ed, at  Newtown,  near  Trim,  a  priory  of  Auguftin  ca- 
nons^ and  dedicated  it  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.    He 
b  transferred 
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traosferi^d  die  cpifeopal  &at  from  Qooafd  to  i}M 
priory,  died,  and  vaa  buried  there,  in  tbc  year  1224* 
A  great  part  of  the  walls  of  this  priory  are  (till  ftand^ 
ing.  The  eaft  window  was  almoft  entire  within  thefe 
few  years,  and  was  of  exqinfite  worlcaianfiiip ;  indeed 
the  whole  arcHitedhire  was  of  the  pnrefi  concq^tion* 
The  prior  had  a  n^e  in  parliament* 

Near  this,  but  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Boyne, 
fiand  the  ruins  of  the  priory  of  St;  John  .the  Baptil^ 
of  the  order  of  Cro6^arers,  of  which  the  bifhops  of 
Meath'wfie  either  the  founders  m  benefaftors^  or^ 
perhaps,  both. 

.  In  the  year  1220,*  Meatb  was  almoft  rvitutd  by  pri* 
vate  <}imrrels,  betweea  Sir  Hngh  de  Lacy,  Earl  of  \JU 
fter,  and  William,  Earl  of  Pembroke.  *«  Trim  waff 
befi^ed,  and  brought  to  lamentable  plight,^  fays 
Ware,  «*  and,  when  the  rage  and  fury  of  their  brcwh 
were  fomewhat  abated,  to  prevent  the  like  in  future, 
tbc  feme  year  the  caftfe  of  Trim  was  built."  TW« 
cafUe  is  Called  Ktttg  John's  caftle,  but  from  what  au* 
tbority  I  koow^  noc.  Tradition  alfa  fays,  that  ISmg 
John  held  a  parliament  in  it,  but  this  could  not  have 
been  the  cale,  as  it  was  not  ereded  until  about  the 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  bis  fiicceflbr.  Waker  (fe 
Lacy,  about  this  timie,  founded  a  preceptory  of  Knights 
Hoff^alers,  at  Kilmainham,  near  Nobber,  and  one  at 
Kilmiunham-wood ;  be  alfo  buik  a  priory  at  Kells,  and 

dedicated 
*  Appendix,  No*  u 
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dedicated  it  to  St.  John,  of  the  order  of  Crofs-bcarers; 
h  ftood  where  the  old  barial-ground  is,  at  the  lower 
end  of  St.  John's-ftreet,  after  which  priory  the  ftrcet 
was  called. 

In  1234  died  Walter  de  Lacy;  he  left  two  daugh- 
ters, one  of  whom  married  JcfTry  de  Geneville,  Lord 
of  Meath,  and  the  other  married  Theobald  Verdon. 

In  1240,  Avice  de  la  Corner,  fifter  to  the  thea 
biftiop  of  Meath,  founded  a  nunnery  at  Lifmullen,  and 
<!edicated  it  to  St.  Mary,  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftin. 
To  this  nunnery  wens  given,  by  the  bifhop,  the  manors 
of  Dunfink  and  Ballygoodman. 

In  1263,  a  convent  of  Dominicans  was  founded  in 
Trim ;  in  it  Jeffiry  de  Geneville,  Lord  of  Meath,  took 
the  habit  of  the  order  of  Predicants,  in  the  year  1308; 
this  is  what  is  now  called  the  black  friary,  from  the 
monks  wearing  black  hoods,  and  was  fituated  near  Ath- 
boy-gate.  John  de  Dumbleton,  archdeacon  of  Meath, 
wrote,  about  this  time,  on  logic,  and  natural  hiftory ; 
thefe  works  are  ftill  extant. 

In  1318,  "William  de  Londres,  Lord  of  Athboy, 
founded  there  a  conveht  of  Carmelites;  fcarce  any 
traces  of  it  remain  at  prefent.  About  this  time  alfo, 
Francis  Feipo,  Lord  of  Skreeo,  founded  there  (Skreen) 
a  friary,  which  he  dedicated  to  St.  Auguftin. 

In  the  year  1406,  a  parliament  was  called  in  Dublin, 

which,  in  the  year  fdlowing,  was  adjourned  to  Trim. 

*And,  in  ten  years  after,  another  parliament  was,  in  like 

b  2  manner. 
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manner^  called  io  Dublhi^  and  immediately  adjourned 
to  Trim,  where  it  fat  for  ten  days.  Both  thefe  werip 
held  in  the  black  friary,  where  the  tradition  oi  the  in- 
habitants makes  the  firft  Iri(h  parliament  to  have  beea 
held.  In  1459,  a  mint  was  tftablifhed  in  the  caftle  of 
Trim ;  and  there  not  only  brafs  money,  but  filver  alfo 
ivas,  by  the  king's  order,  coined.  And,  in  1467,  men- 
tion is  made  of  another  parliament  having  been  called^ 
Richard  Duke  of  York,  father  to  Edward  IV. 
whilft  in  Ireland  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  redded  (bme  time 
in  Trim,  when  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  built  the  fieepk 
of  the  prefent  pariih  church,  which  was  then^  as  fome 
think,  the  friary  of  the  Minorites.  The  Rev.  Doftor 
Elliot,  who  has  given  me  this  information,  grounds  his 
opinion  upon  the  coat  of  arms,  cut  in  ftone,  and  built 
into  the  fteeple,  which,  upon  fearching  the  Herald's  of- 
fice, he  finds  to  be  thofe  of  York  and  Mortimer.  He 
quartered  the  Mortimer  arms  in  right  of  liis  mother 
Anne,  who  was  filler  to  the  Earl  of  March  and  Mor- 
timer. The  body  and  chancel  of  the  church  are  cer- 
tainly of  much  greater  antiquity.  In  1479,  a  military 
fodety,  called  the  fraternity  of  St.  George,  was  infti^ 
tuted  for  the  defence  of  the  counties  of  Dublin,  Elil- 
dare,  Meath,  and  Louth,  and  confifted  of  thirteen 
principal  men,  reiident  in  thefe  counties,  who  all  met 
in  Dublin  on  St.  George's  day  in  each  year,  and  chofe 
from  amongft  themfelves  a  captain  or  leader,  who 
(hould  command  the  reft :  each  of  thefe  thisteen  mea^ 

had 
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had  a  ecrtahi  number  under  them,  all,  however,  fubor* 
dioate  to  the  captain  fo  chofen ;  yet  this  captain  had 
ieldom  more  than  about  200  men  to  command,  badly 
dffdplined,  and  worle  appointed.  The  firft  men, 
chofen  for  Meatb,  of  this  fodety  were,  Robert  Pre& 
ton,  Viicount  Gormaoftown;  Jame^  Fleming,  Baron  of 
Slane;  Sir  John  Phinket,  Knight*,  and  Alexander 
Plonket,  £fq. 

In  1485,  1490,  and  1493,  Parliaments  were  held 
in  Trim  caftle,  fince  which  time  there  has  not  been 
any  held  there,  that  we  caq  find  a  record  of.  In  1494, 
the  MHitary  focicty  or  fraternity  of  St.  George  ceafcd 
to  exifl,  not  having  been  found  to  anfwer  the  defigned 
end,  or,  as  fome  aflTert,  on  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
funds  of  Ireland,  which  were  then  too  low  to  admit  of 
fuch  an  expence,  though  eftimated  only  at  five  hundred 
pounds  fterling  yearly.  Two  years  after  which. 
Trim  was  cbnfumed  by  fire,  communicated  by  light- 
mng;  fhortly  after  which,  died  John  Payne,  Bifhop 
of  Meath,  a  n^an  eminent  for  his  learning,  piety,  and 
political  knowlege. 

In  the  year  15^36,  Henry  the  eighth  caft  a  covetous 
eye  upon  the  vaft  pofTeffions  of  the  church  in  Meath, 
and  having  begun  in  England  to  convert  the  property 
of  monafteries  to  his  own  ufe,  he  was  not  long  in  de- 
termining tQ  dp  the  like  here  alfo. 

The  abbies  of  St.  P^er  and  Paul,  at  Newtown  near 
Trim  s  Duleek,  and  Ballybogan,  were  the  firft  facri- 

fices 
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fices  to  his  avarice ;  two  years  after  whtcfcy  the  Utatm 
of  the  bkflcd  Virgin  Mary,  kept  at  Trim  in  the  abbcf 
of  the  Caaoas  R^ular^  was  burned,  and  the  tmagje  of 
our  Sariour  on  the  crofs,  kept  at  Ball^bogan,  linden* 
went  the  like  fate.  The  gifts  of  the  pilgrimst  which 
were  numerous  and  vahiable,  and  2^  the  pi^dous  re* 
liques  were  taken  away  by  order  of  the  king,  whOy. 
however,  to  foften  the  afperities  of  religious  zeal,  and' 
avert  the  anathemas,  which  he  muft  otherwife.expcft 
for  defpoiliug  the  fanAuaries  <>i  their  wealth  and  orna** 
ments,  granted  penfions  to  the  abbots  and  priors,  dur««. 
ing  life,  out  of  the  revenues  referved  to  the  crown* 

Be^^ive  Abbey  next  fuffered  the  like  fate,  and 
Heury,  the  year  following,  by  an  aA  of  parliament 
confirmed  to  himlelf  all  the  abbies  in  Ireland.  By  an 
a^  of  this  parliament,  the  thle  of  King  of  Ireland  was 
annexed  to  the  crown  of  England;  the  Kings  of  Eng- 
land having  been,  before  that  time,  ilyled  only  Lords 
of  Ireland;  and  Meath,  having  been  considered  too 
large  for  the  jurifdi^on  of  <me  Sheriff,  was  dividel 
itfto  Eaft  and  Weftmeath. 

The  town  of  Navan  was  about  this  time  burned, 
and  pillaged,  by  Con  O'Neil,  in  revenge  for  fome  de- 
predations committed  on  his  territories  by  Grey  the 
Lord  Deputy;  after  which  it  was  walled,  and  the  ex- 
pence  defrayed  by  a  cefe  laid  on  the  counties  of  Meath 
and  Weft  Meath,  for  that  purpofe.* 

from 
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From  this  period,  the  work  of  the  reformation  went 
on  rapidly,  yet  it  met  with  feveral  fevere  fhocks  in  foe- 
ceeding  rdgns;  nor  was  it  nmil  that  of  William  the 
Third,  of  glorious  and  immortal  memory,  that  it  gain- 
ed complete  footing  in  Ireland. 

Haidng  thus  far  laid  before  my  readers  a  iketch  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  county,  down  to  the  Revolution, 
(fince  which,  the  incidents  are  frefh  in  the  recoUeAion 
of  moft  people)  to  avoid  prolisdty,  I  ihall  next  proceed 
to  report  on  its  preient  ftate. 
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COUNTY  OF  MEATH. 


— *««®«<^|©€ 


CHAP.  I. 


GEOGRAPHICAL   STATE   AND   CIRCUMSTANCES* 


Sect,  I.     Situation  and  Extent. 


\ 


MEATH  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  counties 
of  Ijouth,  Cavan,  and  a  fmall  part  of  Monaghan ;  oo 
the  eaft  by  part  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  and  the 
fea  ;  on  the  weft  by  the  county  of  Weftmeath  (for- 
merly a  part  of  this  county) ;  and  on  the  fouth  by  the 
county  of  Kildare.  It  is  (as  I  remarked  before)  near 
the  centre  of  the  eaft  coaft  of  Ireland;  and,  before 
its  divifion  into  two  counties  in  the  year  1541,  it  ex* 
tended  to  the  centre  of  the  kingdom. 

According  to  Doftor  Beaufort's  map  of  Ireland 
(which  was  taken  from  an  aftual  furvcy  pf  the  county, 

B .,  by 
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by  John  Sloane,  in  the  year  1752,  and  now  in  the  poC- 
feffion  of  the  Grand  jury  of  Meath,  although  never 
publiflied),  it  lies  between  53  and  54  degrees,  north  la- 
titude, and  between  6  and  7  degrees,  weft  longitude  of 
Greenwich.  It  extends  from  north  to  fouth  about 
twenty-nine  miles,  and  from  eaft  to  weft  about  thirty- 
five,  and  includes  an  area  of  about  512  fquare  miles, 
pr  327,900  acres. 

The  very  great  excellence  of  its  foil  made  it,  at  an 
early  period,  a  defirable  objeft  for  an  invading  army, 
whofe  aim  was  colonization,  to  fettle  in;  and  the  ge- 
neral flatnefs  of  the  country,  together  with  the  confc- 
quent  want  of  faftnefles,  rendered  it,  when  once  fub- 
due4,  aa  acquifition  eafily  retained  by  the  conquerors ; 
as  the  only  art  of  war  then  known  by  the  natives  was, 
to  lie  in  wait  until  occafion  offered,  and  then  rufti  upon 
and  harafs  the  enemy,  by  taking  and  deftroying  his 
property  5  fo  by.  not  having  either  woods,  mountains, 
or  inacceffila]^  hiding  places,  they  were  foon  reduced 
to  a  ftate  of  lubjeftion. 

This  county  pofTefTes  fb  many  natural  advantages 
from  foil  and  fitilation,  that  it  may  juftly  be  efteemed 
amoogft  thofe  moft  dlftingqifhed  in  the  kingdom,  al- 
though, from  its  extent,  it  ranks  only  as  the  tenth. 

The  river  Boyne  divides  the  county  nearly  into  two 
equal  parts,  running  from  fouth-weft  to  north-eaft. 
From  its  entrance  into  Meath  at  Clonard,  to  the  fea 
below  Dirogheda,  it  furnMbea  numberlefs  beautiful 

views. 
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tkws,  of  a  luxuriant  and  highly  cultivated  country, 
abotrnding  with  every  capability  of  improvement.. 

The  rile  and  courie  of  this  river^  through  a  flat 
country,  occasions  the  defcents  therein  gentle  and  im« 
perceptible;  rendering  it,  at  the  particular  fea&nsy 
kfs  fabje£t  to  drought,  and  fndden  floods ;  hence  af* 
fording  a  greater  nuniber  of  mill-fites,  better  fuited  to 
the  purpoles  of  machiiiery  th^  tboTe  on  moft  other 
rivers  of  equal  ejcteiu  of  courfij,  and  fupply  of  water. 

The  Blackwater,  in  point  of  importance,  ranks  next 
to  the  Boyoe ;  it  takes  its  rife  in  Lough  Ramar,  in  the 
county  of  Cavan,  and  falls  into  the  above-mentioned 
river  at  Navan. 

This  river  alfo  boails  of  many  advantages ;  but,  run-^ 
ning  a  great  way  through  rather  an  hilly  part  of  tho* 
country,  it  is  not  fb  calculated  for  the  purpoles  of  ma* 
chinery  as  -the  Boyne;  its  fupply  of  water,  too,  is  not 
lb  great  or  regular.  The  Nanny-water,  the  Rye- 
water,  and  the  Moynalty  (or  Borora  river),  have  eaciv 
their  advantages,  which,  together  with  their  feverat 
tributary  ftreams,  interfedling  the  country  in  a  variety 
of  direftions,  render  Meath  a  county  highly  favoured 
by  nature,  and  peculiarly  adapted  jto  die  encourage-i^ 
ment  and  extension  of  its  agrfcultural  produce.  Its 
proximity  to  the  metropolis,  and  the  Drogheda  market, 
the  bed  for  grain  in  the  kingdom,  between  which  and 
Navan,  the  principal  and  central  town  of  the  county, 
the  Boyne  navigation  affords  an  eafy  communicatioa, 
B  a  together 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4  STATISTICAL  SURVEY 

together  with  the  rapid  improvement  in  the  public 
roads>  from  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  Grand  jury, 
contribute,  in  no  fmall  degree,  to  render  it  a  country, 
alike  fit  for  the  cultivator,  manufaAurer,  and  mechanic. 
.  From  the  level  afpeft,  which  the  country  prefents^  it 
is  not  confidered  as  affording  lb  many  pifturefquc 
views  as  other  counties  of  Ireland,  through  which  the 
natural  advantages  of  bill  and  dale  are  more  generally 
interfperfed;  yet,  even  in  this  point,  it  cannot^  con- 
fidered as  totally  deficient,  or  even  uninterefling :  who- 
ever is  acquainted  with  the  banks  of  the  Boyne,  muft 
acknowledge  the  truth  of  this  afTertion ;  the  views  of 
Slane,  Beaupark,  Farm,  Oldbridge,  Newtown,  Beftive, 
Rathnally,  Balinter,  Black-cafUe,  Ardf^Uagh,  &c.  I 
believe,  need  not  yield  in  beauty  to  many  in  the  king- 
dom. The  grand  and  highly  improved  manfions  of 
many  refideat '  noblemen  and  gentlemen  befpeak  its 
prefent  opulence ;  whilfl:  the  number  of  caflles  in  ruin 
denote  the  pitch  of  grandeur  it  enjoyed,  even  in  the 
oarlieft  periods.  A  flranger,  viewing  the  towers,  ab- 
beys, and  monafteries  difperfed  throughout  the  county, 
would  be  inclined  to  exclaim,  "  This  was  the  land  of 
femts  indeed '"  And  from  the  number  of  thefe  reli- 
gious foundations,  and  the  remains  of  towns  or  vil- 
lages near  each,  arifes  a  fair  conclufion,  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Meath,  in  ages  far  remote,  was  very  confider- 
able  indeed! 

Sect. 
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Sect.  2.    Divifion. 

The  county  of  Meath,  in  its  prerent  ftate,  confifts  of 
three  feparaie  and  diftinft  fpecies  of  divifions,  viz.  the 
two  grand  divifions,  the  baronies,  and  the  parifties  :  nor 
were  thefe  feverai  changes  efFefted  at  one  lime,  but  ac- 
cording as  local  circumftances  produced  the  neceffity 
of  thcrif.  I  (hall,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  ftate  the  order,  in 
which  they  took  place,  and  mention  the  caufes,  that 
made  each  divifion  neceffary. 

The  firft  divifion  recorded  took  place  at  the  era  of 
the  introduction  of  Chriftianity  into  this  county  by  St. 
Patrick,  who  divided  it  into  diftrifts,  and  placed  a 
bifliop  to  fuperintend  its  f]>iritual  intereft,  and  preach 
the  gofpel. 

As  the  converts  to  Chriftianity  became  more  nume-i 
rous,  thefe  bifliops  fubdivided  their  fees  into  pariflies, 
and  placed  inferior  clergy  over  each,  keeping,  how- 
ever, thefe  fubfervient  to  their  authority :  when  it  was 
firmly  eftabliflied,  the  exertions  of  the  clergy  became 
lefs  neceflary  y  of  courfc  an  individual  could  fuperin- 
tend  more  parifties  than  heretofore;  fuch  a  number 
of  infpeftors  (the  biftipps  being  nothing  elfc)  became 
of  courfe  lefs  neceflTary.  The  biftiopricks  were  by  de* 
grees  united,  and  all  were  at  laft  merfed  in  the  fee  of 
Meath,  as  before  me.ntioned.     At  a  fubfequent  period, 

thq 
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the  value  of  money  having  dccreafed,  the  ioc6me  of 
thefe  fmall  livings  became  infufHcient  for  the  fupport 
of  even  the  inferior  clergy ;  it  was  therefore  found  ne- 
ceflary  to  unite  feveral  of  them  together,  in  order  to 
enable  the  minifter  pf  the  gofpel  to  move  in  a  fphere  of 
life  fuited'to  his  charaftcr  and  funftions  j  fo  that  the 
number  is  now  reduced  to  147  parifhes,  59  benefices, 
44  churches,  and*  19  glebe- houfes.  The  nunaber  of 
glebe-houfts  and  churches  are  however  likely  to  en- 
creafe,  through  the  exertions  of  the  Right  Hon.  Doc- 
tor Thomas  Lewis  O'Beirne,  the  prefent  biftiop,  who» 
with  a  laudable  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  religion,  in- 
iifts  upon  the  refidence  of  the  clergy  of  the  diocefe,  re- 
quiring of  thofe  who  have  a  glebe,  without  A  glebo- 
houfe,  to  build  thereon ;  and  where  there  is  no  glebe, 
he  endeavours  to  procure  one,  with  a  view  towards 
the  prefent,  as  well  as  future  accommodation  of  the 
clergy  of  his  dbcefe. 

In  the  prefent  fee  are  now  united  eight  bifhopricks ;. 
it  is  the  pren^ier  fuffragan  fee  in  Ireland,  and  the 
bishop  of  Meath,  for  the  time  being,  is  always  ^ 
Privy  counfeUor. 

Each  p^rifh  aad  union  now  fqpports  its  own  church, 
keeps  it  in  repair,  pays  the  clerk  and  all  other  parifli 
officers,  by  means  of  an  acreable  cefs  laid  on  by  the 
pariftiioners,  at  a, meeting  held  for  that  purppfe,  called 
a  veflry. 

Under 
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'  Under  this  divifion,  the  county  remained  uiitil  fiib- 
^ttcd  by  the  EnglHh,  at  which  time  it  was  granted  by 
King  Henry  the  2d,  to  De  Lacy,  for  the  fervicc  of 
fifty  men.  He,  to  eafe  bimielf  of  this  fervice,  fab* 
4ii^ded  it  into  twelve  parts,  called  baronies,  becaufe 
the  perfons,  to  whom  he  made  thefe  grants  were  after* 
wards  created  Barons.  This  divifion  has  held  good 
ever  fince,  and  each  barony  now  makes  and  repairs 
all  the  roads,  fuppbrts  its  own  police,  and  makes  and 
repairs  what  are  called  gullets,  where  ftreams  are  coo* 
duAed  under  the  high  way. 

This  expcmcc  is  defrayed  by  an  acreable  charge  laid 
on  by  the  Grand  jury,  twice  a  year,  at  the  general 
affizes  held  in  the  county.  But  fums  of  money  ex«- 
pended  in  erecting,  and  repairing  bridges,  amoundng 
to  five  pounds  and  upwards,  are  levied  off  the  county 
at  large. 

Civil  bills  were  formerly  tried  by  a  Judge  of  affize,^ 
who  came  twice  in  each  year  into  the  county,  and 
heard  and  adjudged  matters  of  property  in  difpute  i^ 
a  fummary  manner,  But,  ^  trade  and  population  en« 
creafed,  litigation  encreafed  al£>  to  fuch  a  height,  that 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Judge,  (who  was  gene*^ 
rally  allowed  no  more  thau  three  days  to  do  the  bufi<^ 
nefs  of  the  whole  county,)  to  give  each  caufe  that 
time  and  attention,  neceflary  to  come  at  the  truth  of 
the  ntatter  in  difpute;  fo  that  the  legiflature  found  it 
expedieat  to  enaAi  that  all  Qvil  bills  ihoold  be  tried 
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at  the  quarter  feffions,  for  which  purpoic,  (and  t9 
prevent  the  ncceffity  of  bringing  defendants  too  gre^ 
a  diftance  from  home,)  the  county  was  once  more  di- 
vided iato  two  diftrifts,  feparated  by  the  Boyne,  one 
called  the  diftrift  of  Kells,  comprehending  the  baro- 
Dies  of  Slane,  Morgallion^  Kells,  Fowre,  Lune,  and 
Navan;  and  the  other  called  the  divifion  of  Duo- 
Ihaughlin,  comprehending  Duleek,  Skrcen,  Ratoatb, 
Dunboyne,  Dccee,  and  Moyfenrath.  Thefe  I  call  its 
grand  diviiions,  and  thus  divided  it  now  ftands. 

In  each  diftrift  are  two  towns,  in  which  the  feflions 
are  held  alternately,  fo  that,  inftead  of  having  the  op- 
portunity of  trying  and  recovering  fmall  debts  as 
formerly  but  twice,  each  divifion,  by  the  prefent  regu- 
lation, enjoys  that  advantage  four  times  in  each  yean 

At  thefe  feffions  an  affiftant  barrifter,  appointed  by 
government,  prefides  as  chairman,  and  holds  a  double 
office.  In  all  crown  bufinefs,  he  is  chairman  of  the 
feffions,  and  is  nothing  more  than  a  magifttate  of  the 
county.  But  in  proceedings  by  civil  bill,  the  magi- 
ft  rate  has  no  jurifdiftion,  and  the  barrifler  afts  as 
Judge  of  affize.  His  is  a  court  of  law  for  the  plain- 
tiff, bu^  the  defendant  may  take  defence,  either  ac^ 
cording  to  law  or  equity.  From  the  decifion  of  this 
affiftant  barrifter,  the  parties  may  appeal  to  the 
Judge  of  affize,  which  appeal  muft  be  tried  at  the  very 
next  general  affizes  held  in  and  for  the  county,  elfe 
it  cones  too  late,  and  the  decifion  there  made  must 
be  final  and  conclufive  between  the  parties.    In  thi^ 

court 
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caurt,  aftions  under  twenty  pounds  may  be  tried,  and 
under  monitions  from  the  Wfhop's  court,  aftions  to 
any  amount  are  cognizable.  In  all  cafes  of  difficulty, 
the  barrifter  may  call  a  jury,  as  the  judge  of  affize  in 
record  cafes,  and  pronounce  fentence  according  to 
their  decifion. 

Sect.  3.     Climate. 

The  air  is  perceptibly  colder  in  this,,  than  in  the 
more  wefterly  counties  of  Ireland,  although  from  its 
flat  fituation  not  fo  fubjeft  to  rain,  as  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom  of  a  lefs  regular  furface.  It  is  gene* 
rally  afferted,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  a  vaft 
deal  more  rain  falls  in  mountainous  countries,  than 
on  flat  traAs,  the  mountains  having  the  property  of 
attrading  and  breaking  the  aqueous  vapours  afloat 
in  the  atmofphere.  For  which  reafon,  we  often  find 
torrents  of  water,  pouring  down  from  the  mountains 
into  the  vallies,  when  in  thofe  vallies  there  has  been 
but  a  very  fmalL  proportion  of  rain,  and  the  moun- 
tains or  high  grounds  (except  in  a  few  inftances  where 
they  are  highly  improved)  ftill  continue  to  be  the 
wetteft  part ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  mountainous  trafts 
receive  a  greater  proportion  of  fnow  in  the  winter^ 
than  plains  of  a  lefs  elevated  fituation. 

In  the  counties  fituated  more  wefterly,  altho*  of  the 
fan^e  degree  of  flatnefs  as  Meath,  there  falls  a  much 
greater  proportion  of  rain;  this  is  caufed  by  their  pro. 
pinquity  to  th^  great  Atlantic  Ocean.    But  though 

they 
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fbey  are  ffl(»re  fubjed  to  rain^  diejr  are  left  expoftd  to 
tfaofe  Utter  4iipiMng  firofts,  &  deftroftive  io  this  cooo^ 
tryinfpring*  And  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Ireland,  I 
hare  been  told,  they  fcarcely  know  what  a  fevers 
Croft  is.  It  becomes  then'  a  queftton,  which  of  the 
two  climates  is  preferable  for  the  hufbandman.  I 
am  clearly  of  opinion  the  frofty  climate  is. 

We  always  find  the  moft  produftive  crops  after  a 

winter,  when  there  has  been  but  little  rain,  and  lc-» 

rere  frofts,  and  vke  verfd*    Even  the  winter  crops 

prore  much  better  aft^  a  frofty,  than  after  a  wet  or 

*  cren  a  mild  winter. 

The  foutJi  and  fouthweft  winds  prevail  one  third  of 
Ihe  year,  the  north  and  northeaft  another  third,  par^ 
^ularly  from  the  firft  of  March  to  the  middle  Of 
latter  end  of  May,  in  wluch  ft;a£>n  we  hate  little  elfe, 
and  all  the  other  points  occupy  the  other  third.  | 
have  been  fevoured  with  an  extraft  from  a  regifter  of 
the  weather,  kept  by  zxl  ingenions  friend  of  minei 
Mr.  Henry  Edgeworth,  of  Edgeworth's-town  in  the 
county  of  Longford,  for  the  years  179S,  1799,  and 
1800,  by  which  it  appears,  Aat  the  average  quantity 
of  r^a,  which  fell  ^n  a  year,  amounted  there  ta 
about  forty  inches.  Allowing  therefore  two  mchcs, 
for  our  more  eafterly  Ihuadon,  flatneis,  jcc.  I  dunk  ie 
a  fair  conclufioo,  that  the  annual  quantity  of  rain  m 
ihta  cqonty  amounts  to  thirfy-«gbt  inch<?s  i^  height, 
vpon  tfacf  fturface. 

ThQ 
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.  The  farmcf s  in  Mettlv  ^re  xBOch  more  frequently 
hort  by  a  continuance,  of  wet  weather,  than  by 
drought,  and  we  feldom  fee  a  year  of  fcardty  in  com 
immediately  following  fuch,  though  we  very  often  do, 
after  a  continuance  of  rain.  They  look  for  rain  and 
wind  in  May  and  June,  after  which,  in  their  opinion, 
the  weather  cannot  be  too  dry,  or  too  hot,  to  fill  the 
corn,  as  they  exprefs  themfelves.  The  experience  of 
thefe  two  years  paft,  however,  fcems  to  contradift  this 
opinion,  it  being  found,  that  fcorching  heats  tend  to 
Ihrivel  and  ftunt  the  grain,  more  than  to  add  to  its  fize 
and  fuUnefs.  The  wheat  is  thought  particularly  to  have  * 
fufFered  this.year  (1801.)  It  very  often  happens,  that  in 
the  middle  of  June  we  have  acontinuanceof  dry  wea- 
ther, with  a  conftant  parching,  eafterly  wind,  very  in- 
juuous  to  the  late  fown  barley,  and  to  the  bottom  land 
potatoes.  The  fureft  method,  however,  of  afcertaining 
the  eff^s  of  the  climate  upon  agriculture,  will  be  by 
mentioning  the  time  of  harvefting  each  particular  crop. 
Berc,  in  warm  fituations,  is  generally  the  earliest  crop, 
and  is  begun  to  be  reaped  from  the  twentieth  of  July 
to  the  firfi  week  in  August;  barley  foon  follows,  and 
often  overtakes  the  here  j  wheat,  from  the  fifteenth  to 
the  twentieth  or  tWrtieth  %  and  meadows  at  different 
periods,  according  to  their  quality  and  ftate  of  improve- 
meat,  froor  ihe'  latter  end  of  Jane  to  the  tatter  end  of 
Septemb^ :  oats  from  ^e  middle  of  Augult,  to  the 
middk^  Of  perhaps  the  latter  end  of  September.    la 

the 
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the  year  1799,  every  fpecies  of  gran  was  at  leaft  m, 
fortaight  later  than  the  above, 


Sect.  4,     Soil  and  Surface. 

The  foil  of  Meath  is  extremely  variable,  being 
found  in  every  degree,  from  the  rich  deep  loam  to 
the  lighteft  fandy  foil,  but  that  moft  generally  to  be 
met  with  is  a  ftrong  deep  clay,  upon  a  fubftratum  of 
limeftone  gravel,  at  a  greater  or  leffer  diftance  from. 
the  furface,  in  different  places.  The  beft  method  of 
afcertaining,  or  defining  the  nature  of  the  foil,  is  to 
report  the  opinions  of  the  different  refident  gentlemen, 
■who  have  done  me  the  favour  of  anfwering  my  pro* 
pofed  queries  on  that  head. 

In  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of  the  report,  how- 
ever, I  mull  beg  to  be  confidered  as  fpeaking  gene- 
rally} for  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  to  {peak  particularly 
of  the  foil  of  each  farm,  or  each  particular  foil  in  a 
farm,  would  fwell  the  volume  to  an  enormous  flze^ 
vithout  anf\yering  any  defiratile  end, 

PARONT  OF   SLANE, 

This  tarony  is  one  of  the  mofl  hilly  in  the  county; 
its  foil  is  a  light  earth,  upon  a  ftiff  clay  bottom,  under 
vrhicb,  in  many  places,  a  vein  <£  liipefioQe-gravel,  of 

irregular 
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Irregular  depth,  is  frequently  difcover^d;  but  where 
this  is  not  to  be  found,  an  impervious  ftratum  of 
ochreous  clay  runs  to  a  confiderable  depth,  extremely 
retentive  of  water,  difficult  to  be  worked  in  dry,  and 
ftUl  more  difficult  in  wet  feafons. 

When  the  limeftonc-gravel  is  to  be  met  with  at  any 
inconflderable  diflance  from  the  furface,  by  ufing  it  as 
a  manure  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  winter  CTop9 
are  confiderably  improved;  and  where  this  practice  id 
judicioufly  managed,  a  double  purpofe  is  anfweredi 
firily  by  ftriking  at  the  fpurce'of  the  fprings,  which,  ia 
thofe  fituations,  are  the  caufe  of  furface-water ;  and' 
fecondly,  in  altering  the  texture  of  the  foil,  by  mixing 
the  gravel  fo  raiied  in  proper  quantities  with  the  cold 
(liflF  clay,  thereby  rendering  it  confiderably  lefs  hnper- 
vions  to  thofe  vegetative  qualities,  derived  from  the  fun 
and  atmofphere. 

In  the  hilly  parts  of  this  barony,  viz.  between  Col- 
lon  and  Kells,  and  towards  Ardee,  there  is  fcarcely 
any,  or  a  very  inconflderable  quantity,  of  limeflone- 
gravel  to  be  met  with.  The  foil  here  is  chiefly  what 
is  termed  a  rye  foil,  and  in  many  places  a  flrong  gravel 
is  found,  yet  not  of  that  kind,  which  commonly  goes 
by  the  name  of  blue  limeflone-gravel  •,  its  power  of 
correfting  the  natural  bad  qualities  of  the  foil,  warm- 
ing, enriching,  pulverizing,  and  encreafing  the  quantity 
of  the  natural  earth,  is  comparatively  weak  j  of  courfc 
it  feldom  repays  the  farmer  the  expence  of  raifing, 

putting 
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^utthig  out,  &c.  He  finds  *  k  more  to  his  adriQtagc 
to  draw  lime  from  Slane,  andf  pot  it  ot  the  ground,  at 
the  rate  of  from  ^bty  to  one  fauadred,  perhaps  to 
one  hundred  and  iixty  barrels  per  acre.  But  as  the 
lime  cannot  be  had  on  the  ground,  cheaper  than  from 
ij".  id.  to  1/.  7|rf*  per  barrel,  according  to  the  diftaacc 
it  is  to  be  drawn  from,  thk  kind  of  improvement  is  out 
of  the  reach  of  moft  of  the  farmers  of  this  diftrift. 
However,  if  many  fuch  fpirited  landlords  as  Robert 
Waller,  Efq.  (who  pays  half  the  expence  of  any  liming 
on  his  pi*opcrtie8  at  RatlAran,  H(^kin'$-town,f  &c.) 
refided  in  this  barony,  We  flicuild  foon  fee  the  face  of 
this  diftrid  changed  from  an  ahnpft  barren  heath  to 
fruitful  fields*  hi  its  pre&nt  ftate,  we  muft  certainly 
confijder  this  mtddte  part  of  Skne  barony^  a  few  im^ 

proved 

*  Where  the  clay  is  impregnated  with  gravel,  it  becomes 
a  very  good  manure ;  its  ftrength  is  generally  proportionate 
t%  the  quantity  of  calcareous  earth  contained  thcreio ;  the 
greater  or  kfler  quantity  muft  be  put  out  of  courfe. 

The  lower  half  of  this  barony  is  of  a  much  better  quality 
than  the  upper,  and  more  appropriate  to  the  purpofes  of  til- 
lage and  feeding ;  the  lands  are  richer,  deeper,  and  abound 
with  Hiark  in  every  corner ;  the  furface  is  varied  with  a  nam- 
ber  of  gende  fwells,  which,  if  generally  planted,  would  add 
fuperior  beauty  where  fuch  capability  exifts. 

f  In  HopkinVtown  there  is  a  fine  flate  quarry,  although 
totally  ncgledled ;  a  good  fubjedl  for  a  Ipeculative  company, 
and,  in  every  probability,  a  profitable  one  for  the  excrcife  of 
8»  large  capital. 
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proved  farms  excepted,  as  by  far  the  worft  and  moft 
unprogtable  part  of  the  county. 

Wherever  the  impervious  day  approaches  near  the 
furface>  which  In  fome  places  it  docs,  within  four 
inches,  we  fee  the  Uuiih  hard  rnfh  flonriihing  in  great 
lu2^uriance;  and  the  fubftratnm  being  impervious  to 
water,  it  is  fubjeft  to  he  poached  by  cattle  in  the  win- 
ter fea&n,  and  of  a  dry  fummer  it  opens  into  cbinJo 
to  a  coniiderable  depth  i  Co  that  either  in  fummer  or 
winter  it  is  worked  with  difficulty,  and,  except 
in  a  dropping  fummer,  or  a  dry  winter,  yields  but 
poorly, 

Oats  are  chiefly  cuUivated  on  this  fort  of  ground, 
throughout  the  barony}  a  few  crops  of  wheat  and 
here,  but  fcarc^  any  barley,  are  fown*  I  think  about 
half  the  diAriA  is  under  tillage,  and  half  under 
grazing. 

Fuel  here  is  very  fcarcc,  there  beii^  very  litr. 
tie  bog  in  the  vicinity,  fo  that  turf  is  brought  at 
fome  coniiderable  diflance,  and  coal  fromDrogbeda 
or  Slane.  ,  ^       . 

In  fome  grounds  in  the  upper  half  barony,  between 
the  different  ilrata,  and  at  the  edges  of  ftreams^  where 
the  land  has  been  waflied  away,  and  fhews  as  it  were 
a  fe£tion  of  the  ^arth,:  coal^fmut  is  found  in  abundance; 
and  though  there  is  every  aflurance,  from  the  expert 
ments  hitherto  made,  by  order  of  the  company  formed 
by  Iiord  Cunningham,  that  coal,  can  be  procured  in 
^  the 
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the  barony,  yet  the  circumftances  of  the  mine  are  fu^H^ 
as  to  damp  that  laudable  fpiilt  of  exertion,  from  ^a 
idea  that  the  profits  would  not  be  equivaleiit  to  the  ex- 
pence.  Ifli  this  barony  is  a  fine  cjuarry  of  vitrefcJeiit 
flone,  which  makes  excellent  flagging,  of  a  ttiotc 
porous  nature  than  Ardbraccan,  and  not  fo  fubjedit  to 
retain  damp  on,  its^  furface ;  at  the  fame  tiihe,  Ardbrac- 
can exceeds  it  in  the  beauty  of  its  colour,  and  m  the 
polifh  it  is  capable  of  receiving. 

By  the  county  docket,  which  Is  taken  from  the 
Down  Survey,  it  contains  fourteen  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  forty-feven  acres.  This  furvey  only  included 
the  tim  arable  and  paflure  laiids  of  the  county;  of 
cotirfe,  all  grounds  reclaimed  fince  that  time  are  omit- 
ted, which  amount  to  a  confiderable  number  of  acres ; 
yet  by  the  Down  Survey  all  county  and  parifh  celTes 
are  rated  5  the  confequence  is,  that,  when  a  gentleman 
lets  part  of  his  ground  to  under  tenants,  he  covenants 
with  them  to  pay  county  and  church  cefs  for  every 
acre  they  hold,  by  which  means  all  faving  comes  into 
his  pocket;  and  it  often  happens,  that  the  landlord  is 
totally  exempt  from  all  cefs,  by  the  quantity  of  re- 
claimed land  which,  from  time  to  time,  has  been  added 
to  his  property. 

TKis  faviftgf  as  it  is  called,  is  always  greatefl  on 
farms  bordering  on  bogs,  marfhes,  or  mountains,  and 
vice  verfa. 

Slane  contains,  by  the  county  docket,  14,647  acres. 

i;A:.'.v:i:£S 
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BA&OMIES  OF  KELLS  AND  M0&GALLI0N« 

Next  to  Slan^,  vft  are  to  confider  the  barony  of 
Morgallion,  which,  from  its  afEnity,  both  in  nature 
and  fituation,  to  Kelts,  I  will,  to  avoid  repetition,  joia 
together.  The  mode  of  culture  in  thofe  two  baronies 
is  nearly  the  fame,  and  their  furface  alike  beautifully 
diverfified  by  gentle  fwdls,  few  of  which,  however, 
are  of  fufHdent  height  to  be  termed  a  hill,  and  Jione  of 
them  deferves  the  appellation  of  mountain,  Scribogue 
and  Lloyd  excepted ;  even  thefe,  where  cultivated,  are 
fruitful  to  their  fummits.  That  part  of  Lloyd,  at  pre- 
fent  not  enclofed,  is  wet  and  unproduftive  in  the  ex- 
treme j  it  is  likely,  however,  to  be  foon  reclaimed. 

The  barony  of  Morgallion  has  the  advantage  in 
pant  of  foil;  but  Kells,.  being  fo  much  better  im- 
proved, at  prefent  equals,  if  it  does  not  exceed  it. 

The  foil  of  this  diftrift  may  be  termed  a  deep  rich 
loam,  extremely  produdlive,  and  equally  appropriatcr  to 
die  purpofes  of  the  farmer  and  grazier.  Although  in 
fome  places  we  find  the  foil  extremely  light,  particu- 
larly about  Moynalty  in  Kells  barony,  yet  in  others, 
and  that  even  on  the  tops  of  the  hills,  I  have  been  af- 
fured  as  good  earth  has  been  found,  at  the  depth  of 
four  feet,  as  on  the  furface,  except  what  muft  neceffa- 
rily  arife  from  tillage,  expofure  to  the  fun,  and  frofts, 

c  ^c. 
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&c.-,  but  if  tilled,  and  turned  up,  it  would,  in  the  courie 
of  a  year  or  two,  be  as  produftive  as  any  part  what- 
foever.  The  confequence  is,  that  farms  la  this  diftridl 
never  can,  with  proper  management,  be  exhaufted,  be- 
caufe  whea  the  farmer  finds  his  fields  beginning  to  be 
unproduAive^  he  has  only  to  turn  up,  by  ploughing 
fomewbat  deeper,  a  proportion  of  earth  heretofore 
Iyii%  dormant. ,  When  this  fails,  he  fows  fbme  clover 
and  grafs  fteds,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  three  or  foot 
years,  bring  back  his  land  to  its  priftine  firength,  and 
amply  repay  in  the  bterim,  by  the  feeding  of  (heep^ 
&c*^    Marie  feems  to  have  been  the  manure  moft  ia 

*  At  Newtfywn,  a  part  of  this  d^d,  the  late  Sir  Jdm 
Meredyth  put  two  ploughs  to  work  (odc  drawn  by  four,  and 
the  other  by  fix  bullocks),  following  each  the  other  in  the 
fame  track,  by  which  the  ground  was  completely  turned  up* 
fide  down,  to  the  depth  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  inches: 
the  under  part,  to  dl  appcarauce,  was  as  good  as  the  furface, 
yet  that  field  has  not  recovered  its  original  quality,  though  it 
is  now  perhaps  twenty  years  fince  it  was  fo  treated.  But  if 
the  iame  depth  and  change  had  been  effedled  by  little  and  ht-. 
tic,  «nd  worked  from  the  fur&ce  by  degrees,  fuppofe  from 
one  to  two  inches  deeper  each  year,  which  ftill  keeps  the 
ground  frefh  and  frefli,  and  the  foil,  by  being  thus  mixed  to- 
gether, retains  its  vegetative  qualities,  it  might  not  have  had 
that  efFeft, 

I  !fome  time  fince  laid  out  a  finall  piece  of  ground  for  a 
nurfery,  which  I  trenched  two  good  ^it  deep,  and  turned  up 
from  the  bottom  as  good  earth,  in  appearance,  as  that  on  the 
furface;  yet  feedlings,  planted  in  this  ground  fo  turned,  all 
died;  whilft  die  ftronger  plants,  that  were  put  down  a  little 

deeper, 
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life,  but  this  ifi  many  places  i^  tiow  exhaufted;  and 
that  made  ufe  of  moftly  at  pi'efent,  is  yard  dung,  ditch 
fcourihgs,  lime,  where  it  Can  conveniently  be  had,  ahd 
limeftone-gravel. 

Barley  is  here  grown  in  as  great  quantity,  and  o^  zH 
fine  a  quality,  as  in  afiy  other  diftrift  of  the  county, 
and  confequently  all  othet  grain  hi  proportion;  it 
being  a  received  opinion,  that  grounds,  which  glv^ 
good  crops  of  barley,  will  give  My  other  cf ops,  pro- 
portionably  good  ^  and  the  greateft  recomnrendatioa  i 
farm  can  have  is,  that  it  is  a  good  barley  foil. 

Thete  are  two  very  extenfive  bogs,  diid  fomc  o(  an 
inferior  clafs,  difperfed  through  this  diftrift,  lurhich 
render  fuel,  that  greateft  Cdlnfort  of  the  poof,  an  ar- 
ticle comparatively  chekp.  Contiguous  to  one  of  thefe 
bogs,  VIZ;  at  Elnodk,  in  Morgallion  barony,  is  found 
fome  plaftic  atgillaceous  clay,  contaming  an  admixtute 
6f  fomc  ferruginous  par ricles  5  of  this  a  mannfaftory 
of  the  coarfer  kind  of  pottery,  fuch  as  tiles,  garden- 
pots,  and  other  utenfils  in  ufe  among  the  lower  order, 
has  been  carried  on  for  many  years,  but  rather  on  a 
nmited  fcale. 

C2  Not 

deeper,  fo  as  to  reach  the  good  earth,  flouriflied  extremely 
well.  The  year  following  I  planted  more  f^dlings,  Which 
fuccceded  tolerably,  akhoogh  the  ground  was  not  trei>ch<id 
bock;  but  dus  I  attribute  to  the  ififluenoe  of  the  fuB,  froft% 
&c,  upon  it^  which  it  had  not  received  for  the  firft  year:  thf 
feedlings  planted  in  it  the  third  year  have  flourUhad  ex- 
ceedingly. 
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Not  far  diftant  from  this  manufaaory  is  a  mineral 
ipring,  to  which,  a  few  years  fmce,  numbers  reforted 
for  the  benefit  of  ks  water ;  but  of  late  it  has  gone  out 
of  fafliion,  and  is  now  frequented  only  by  a  few :  it  is 
a  chalybeato  water,  containing,  with  the  iron  kept  in 
fufpenfion  by  carbonic  acid  gas,  fome  calcareous  parti- 
cles, and  has  been  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  diieaies  ariiing 
from  debility. 

There  are  not  any  mmes,  nor  any  likelihood  of  fuch, 
that  I  can  be  informed  of,  as  yet  difcovered  in  this 
diftrift. 

Almoft  two  thirds  of  it  are  occupied  by  the  grazier, 
or  in  meadow* 

The  marflies  of  RolTmin  and  Emla,  on  the  Moynalty 
river,  feed  an  immenfe  number  of  horfes  in  the  fum- 
merifeafon.  Thefe  marfhes  might  be  eafily  drained, 
but  the  proprietors  think  that  they  are  more  profitable 
as  they  now  Hand ;  but  however  great  the  profits  are, 
from  the  feeding  of  horfes  in  its  prefent  ftate,  it  is  my 
opinion  that,  if  the  bridge  of  Fiatfs-town  was  taken 
down,  and  the  river  funk  from  that  pdnt  to  Rofimin- 
bridge,  which,  as  well  as  the  former,  (hould  be  re- 
built, and  the  arches  made  wider  and  deeper,  the 
floods  would  feldom  increafe  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
overflow  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  at  prefeat  is 
ihe  cafe:  and  in  order  to  obviate  that  general  hardnelsj 
which  pervades  marfhy  grounds  in  dry  feafbns,  ren- 
dering them  lefs  produftive  in  grafe,  I  would  have  a 

fluice-gate 
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flaice-gate  mlder  eadi  at ch  cji  Roflb^-bridge,  wfaidi 
in  very  dry  we^^er  might  be  fliut  down,  lb  as  to  irri- 
gate the  whole  matfhy  extent  at  pkafure.  From  this 
plan  I  am  convinced  that^  in  die  ipace  of  a  £ew  years^ 
by  the  incredible  increafe  of  a  better  £)rt  of  grafi^ 
arifing  from  draining  in  winter,  and  irrigating  in  fmft* 
mer,  the  expence  of  fuch  a  work  wonld  be  repaid  ten* 
fold. 

Upper  Kellfi  contains,  by  the  county  dodcet,  9,089  , 
JLowcr  ditto,  •  -  -  -  -6,314. 
Morgalliop,  -        •*        -^        *        •    ^Sfi4S 


3J1M8 


SA&ONT  OF  FOWEB* 

In  the  half  barony  of  Fowre  is  to  be  found  the 
greateft  variety  of  fcoi,  as  well  as  forface,  of  any  diC- 
tri£t  in  the  county.  In  die  Qortfaem  part  of  it  are  the 
Loughcrew  hills,  the  only  part  of  the  county  that  c4n/ 
in  any  degree,  deferve  the  appeUation  of  mountainous  f 
even  thefe  fied  an  immenfe  number  of  iheep,  'and  i^ 
feme  parts  they  are  cultivated  to  the  ttty  fummit,  yet 
Others  are  very  rocky,  where  ferns  and  «verj^  moun? 
tainous  produA  are  met  with  in  abundance. 

The  Moa  (he  bills,  in  general,  is  a  dry  gravdly 
day,  from  twelve  to  eigb^en  inches  deep ;  ^d  in  the 

vallies 
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Theft  WUs  ♦rp  vmfiiikihk  f^r^imorngPs^m  awi  th« 
valHtt  ad  noted  iost  fm^m&Mm^Mt^   .T^:la94s 

?rl»:hoti  thcmi  «ar  ft  wry  ri^>  tfia^?  the  cpm  grow^ 
m  tbaH^  filt  tfcftfitfl  tc;^  j^eiwrfve  ^pop^  M  quilQ  Hfi^ 
lc&;  tb^  it  rilfia  tcr  ik9;w,  asd  thftP  iQ4^;  9r)<li^9« 
gentleman  declared  to  me,  that  he  was  almoft  hM9h4 
hf  perfevering  in  his  endeavours  to  make  it  yield  good 
corn  5  ^pe^hap^4f  be  bfid  rdlled  it  wfeJl,  orfown  it  ufa- 
der  With  the  plough,  or  in  drills  with  the  machine,  he 
would  have  had  better  fuccefs. 

It  1%  by  far  more  fuited  to  grazing  than  to,  tillage, 
and. in  grazing  it  is  chiefly  employed.  The  happy  in- 
terjacency  of  upland  and  bottom,  and  the  due  difper- 
iion  of  fprings,  add  materially  to  its  other  natural  ad- 
vantages in  favour  of  the  grazier.  A  part  of  this  ba^ 
ipny:  f*t^d#'  ^9j  l^ughiUtjelifl,  'm  wl^icb  there.  i#  an 
iflpi94  fre^qn^^  t?  ^>:  ^o^itainiag  ^l)p\it  fifty  a<;jF«k 

y*^^- WilU  lUlild^  pr<jfe^  ^FQpst  th^t  WQirfd  9Qt  41^;^ 
Srai^  1^^  h^me^  ^  jge^^  Mgrg^llioQa,  Of  9]^r«§9.^ 
$ii^Q  IVfc.  P«g|y  b^  ^^^4  ^  icHV-wU  ii  tj«s  ^ 
ti^  ^  Cvm^«  p^  ^Qfe  a^QUP9r  ^  tlP^  gr<^wih  i^S 
wheat  than  Ipmiurlya  a  r€%43^  m^ket  prodnKet  a  %M]fi 
f^t¥fi  lot  ibQ  lioibftftd»iQ'«  tfHi  c<w^MQey  k  the 
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ocfUia  fti«iiih»  CD  s^tknkaral  exeitioa^  creadikg  a  ne- 
cMxf  for  laaiMial  kboHr,  ot  ^Vkh^  as  ^irell  as  maotl- 
hA&Ats,  depettd  tfie  permaoefit  ibppoit  and  comfort 
of  the  barker  parv  o/E  oar  eomtnoflky. 
Demiforei  by  the  iCKktt,  coati^  ii|26f  actts. 


BAROUT  W  SXUBEN. 

The  foil  of  Sfcreea  is,  generaHy  ^akifig^  a  deep 
rich  earth,  upon  a  fiae  Umeftonc  ^avel,  and  hx  fbrne 
parts  oTcr  mark,  that  mexhanffible  mine  of  ^orealth  to 
tbe  farmer,  whUh  «ndl  of  kte  years  renmned  ahnost 
totally  negl€£{ed«  Hie  fbrfaee  is  tmeven,  and  may  be 
termed  rather  iSRp  The  fbS  is  not  the  beflr  for  bar* 
ley^  yet  it  throws  up  an  tmcommon  qnantity  of  fine 
rich  feeding  gra<^. 

ThoTe  parts,  that  are  tiHed,  give  excellent  crops  of 
oats,  bere,  and*  in  Ibme  fdsces  fine  red  wheat,  bur,  m 
geaeral,  it  ia  more  fir  for  the  purpofes  of  grazhtg  than 
tilkige,  and  is  cofifidered  for  fo  much  as  the  beft  feed- 
tag  gromid  in  the  coonty.  Though  the  lands  of 
DIamcr,  and  its  vicinity,  are  coofiden?d  as  capable  6f 
fattciHBg  qnicker,  yet  taWng  the  whole  of  the  two  ba* 
«>Bi€a  iat^  otnr  confiiferation,  that  of  Skreeo  leems  to 
take  precedence  of  any  other  in  the  county;  for  il* 
ftancc,  on  the  knA  of  Skreen,  Mr»  Morris  has  fre* 
^«ently  on  twt>  $el*,  containing  forty-eight  aaes,  fed 

fifty 
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fi(ty  bullocks  of  e^ht  cwt.,  apd.  in  ;thfi  year  iSoOt 
which  was  aa  extreme  dry  year,,'jaad  lof  courfe  miitdiail 
to  upl^d  grai^  he  fiMted  fc?eaty-fl^  cows  alid.two 
bulls  on  feventyrfcyen  acres,  at  which  tinae  it  was 
only  about  feyeu  years  laid  down ; ,  aad  fo  ia  the  fame 
propordon,  with  fome  hundreds  of  acres,  when  the 
lands  were  in  high  feeding  condition,  before  they 
were  broken  up  a  few  years  fince.  Whilft  under  til- 
lage, he  has  taken  from  fifteen  to  feventeen  crops  fuc- 
ceflively,  without  an  intermediate  faUow,  or  the  ufc  of 
manure  of  any  kind,  though  let  in  corn  acres,,  and 
therefore  badly  tilled:  (the  land' being  at  that  time 
nearly  out  of  leafe,)  This  fertil^y  may  alfo  be  ap- 
plied to  feveral  farms  in  the  barony,  Tiz :  Staffbrd9- 
town,  Gcrrardftown,  Brownftowp,  Clpwnftown,  Fol- 
leftown,  Painftown^  in  (hort,  to  almoft  all.  that  part^ 
reaching  from  Gcrrardftown  to  the  Bpyne:  yet  in  aiK>- 
ther  dircftion,  from  Tarah  Hill  to  the  Boyne,  and  fo 
on  towards  Be£tive  bridge,  there  is  a  vein  of  .poor 
hungry  ground,  chiefly  a  kind  of  foxy  gravel,  gene- 
rally termed  a  rye  foil,  upon  a  cold  clay  bottom,  a 
good  deal  retentive  of  water,  but  which  when  well 
drained  and  tilled,  produces  good  crops  of  wheat, 
Ibme -tolerable  oats  and  here,  but  fcarcely  any  barley. 

Not  quite  two  thirds  of  this  barony  are  occupied  in 
grazing. and  meadow. 

Jn  this  barony,  on  part  of  the  lands  of  Walterftown, 
the  cftate  of  Nathaniel  Prefton  of  Swainftown,  Efq* 

there 
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.  there  are  mioefs  workmg  a  copper  ore,  which,  from 
fonte  {pedmeDs,  is  very  rich  in  metallic  parddea.  The 
ore  has  an  admixture  of  qoarts,  coafifiiog  of  hexago- 
nal prifms,  many  of  which  are  nearly  tranfparent^ 
others  opaque,  and  fbme  of  a  brownifh  yellow. 

Some  fpeeimens  appear  of  a  much  more  calcined 
nature  than  others,  but  from  Do£lor  Perdrars  aflayt 
Ihould  a  fufScient  quantity  of  the  ore  be  procured,  it 
will  be  extremely  lucrative,  as  it  is  of  a  very  rich 
nature.* 

Sir  John  Dillon,  Bart  Charles  Dillon,  Efq,  his  fon, 
and  Nathanid  Prcfton,  Efq.  have  formed,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exploring  this  mine,  an  experimental  company; 
and  have,  with  a  degree  of  perfevering  fpirit,  highly 
commendable  in  men  of  eftated  property,  expended  a 
lum  of  money  in  the  undertaking,  from  which  may 
ariie  coniequences  of  national  import. 

TWs  vein  of  copper  ore  runs  from  Walterftown  fa 
a  north-eaft  dire^on  towards  the  Boyne,  and  has 
been  worked  with  various  fuccds  upon '  the  eftate  6f 
Sir  Marcus  Somerville,  Bart  and  on  that  of  Guftavus 
Lambart,  Efq.  in  Duleek  barony,  by  miners,  who,  it  is 
fuppofed,  did  not  do  juftice  to  their  employers ;  and 
hence,  though  the  quality  of  the  ore  was  found  equal 
to  any  in  Great  Britain,  and  fuperior  to  many,  yet 
from  ibme  fatality,  ever  attendant  op,  the  generality  of 
VQ!^  of  this  nature  in  Irdand,  it  has  lain  negieAed» 

when 
*  Appendix,  No.  7. 
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nrhen   perhaps  immenib  treafurcs  ougkt  l»  derifttd 
therefrom.* 
Skreea  coot^a  by  the  docket  10^817  acret. 


BARONT  OF  NAVAN. 

The  foil,  of  Navaa  barony  is  a  rich  earth,  of  rari- 

o^  depths,  on  a  Hibftratum  of  lUncftoae  gravely  bme- 

ftonerock,  and  in  fome  places  ferruginous  cky|..aQ4 

gravel.    Where  this  laft  is  the  cafe| ,  it  i»  very  jrctcntiye 

of  water  on  the  Surface,  and  attended  with  diA^plty 

in  draining.    The  lands  about  BoyerAown,  .acul  in  a 

vein  extending  from  that  to  Trim,  bonded  by  tl^ 

Boyne,   are  chiefly  compoled  of  a  cold  cUy^  atul 

though  the  limoftone  gravel  is  found  in  almoft  every 

part  of  it,  yet  the  fazmersi,  chiefly  from  inability,  do 

Dot  put  it  on^  in  any  (uiEcient  quantity j,  fo  aa  to  effe£^ 

ao  entire  chaoge;  when  rai&d  aod  e^pofed  to  the 

weathef  foe;  a  year"*"  before  it  is  put  out|.  or'  fpread, 

(which 
.  *  Appendix,  No.  8» 

NOTE  BY  DK.  GIBNET* 

*  %  thi$  {u-a^lice  it  bacomea  poflei^fd  of  a  ^eater  pomon 

of  the  carbonaceous  principle,  and  hence  more  friendly  to  ve« 

getation.     Grounds  intended  for  wheat  require  this  quality 

in  abundance^  and  if  wt^n  the  ibi)  thoTe  ingredients  exift, 

jtUfddiieQf  roiORraikig  the  eautth  fiiy  exyobfe  fbv  a  time  hxike 

atwipfphere,  the  labour  of  the  cultivator  is  generally  crowned 

with  an  abundant  crop. 

The 
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(whidtis  g^neraUy  eoi4UUr«l  the  bcfl  prtftk^O  great 
crops  of  wheat  are  produced :  bat  the  oats  of  this  part 
of  the  barooy,  srsn  thoD^  grown  after  dunged  po- 
t^uoes,  are  generally  fight  and  fliort,  and  not  of  that 
idfid,  ^iHiich  fells  beft  at  market,  particularly  from 
drafe  laoda  abont  Iriflitowny  Chnrcblown,  Dunlougby 
and  fo  on  towards  Trim*    The  remainder  of  the  b»- 

rony 

The  power,  which  pure  Kme  has  of  attracting  aerial  acid 
firom  die  atmbfphere,  is  weO  known  to  chemifti:  this  aenal 
add  is  j(e  ^dnderfiil  an  a^tot  ift  liic  animal  and  TegetaUe 
Un^OiS)  thAt  it  ocqafions  the  moft  various  and  modified 
appearances  in  each,  rendering  by  its  combination  cauftic 
fubftances  effete,  uniting  with  water,  and  beflowing  upon  ft 
the  power  of  keeping  in  fblutton  earthy  and  meuHic  parttclet* 
wilh  nrhicH  k  has  no  Mturtl  aSoity,  giring  vigour  to  the 
digeftiye  organs  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  crea^ioq,  while 
its  operation  on  the  refpiratory  organs  of  each  is  deleterious 
in  the  higheil  degree ;  add  to  all  this,  its  powerful  agency  in 
the  proeefs  of  fermentation,  and  in  atibidSng  to  wine,  tBak 
liquors,  and  moft  miner^  wa|^,  ^h^it  ^iflenffi  of  AaTOMfy 
which  renders  them  fuch  falutarj  and  fateful  beverages. 

The  union  of  this  air,  by  the  agency  of  thofe  ingredients 
naturally  inherent  in  the  foil,  or  artificially  added  thereto, 
^^loiighiheittdinmof  aiinial  exerement,  mas^&c.  &e.  ftcw 
i«  o£  iisxik  iipportance  towards  the  improvement  qf  the  fei}, 
that  every  means  fhould  be  ufed  for  that  purpofe,  and  the 
more  highly  faturated  with  it  are  fubftances,  which  are  known 
to  attrSA  it  firom  the  atmoii)here,  the  better  efeft  ^iH  they 
haitBonthe  bil;  hfttee  cakareoiis  gravel,  vMoh  lay  baried 
i^pder  die  eaftih^^  though  l^&fy^g  the  pewer  pf  mii^T^t  iU 
yet  until  brought  in  contact  with  the  atmofph^re,  could  OQI 
ferve  the  grand  purpofe  in  nature,  which  it  is  found  to  do, 
d&tt  imbibing  a  fluid  fo  fubtile  and  fo  ufeful  in  iu  effe^. 
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rony  may  be  confidered  a  deep  rich  earth,  equally  ap- 
propriate to  the  purpofes  'of  grazing  or  tillage, 

A  few  years  fiace,  the  grader  occupied  fbmewhat 
more  than  two  thhrds  of  the  barony,  but  the  late  h^h 
price  of  corn,  the  convenience  of  Navan  market,  and 
the  eafy  communication  thence  to  Drogheda  by  means 
of  the  Boyne  navigation,  have  proved  ftrong  indoce- 
ments  to  the  occupiers  to  break  up  their  grounds,  and 
it  appears  at  prefent,  that  not  more  thaq  one  half  of 
the  barony  is  employed  in  gr;^zing  and  mg^dow.  It 
in  general  abounds  with  hedgerows,  and  is  beautified 
with  Ibme  extenfive  plantations,  which  to  a  fpeftator, 
placed  on  an  eminence,  prefents  the  appearance  of  a 
thick  wood,  from  the  efFeft  produced  by  the  perfpec* 
tive  conne^op  of  th^  top  of  one  hedgerow  whh  the 
bottom  of  the  other. 

Timber  trees  thrive  remarkably  well  throughout 
the  barony,  whenever  the  neceilkry  care  is  taken  to 
proteft  them  while  they  are  young. 

At  Ardbraccan,  on  the  dem^fne  of  the  bifhop,  is  aa 
excellent  limeftone  quarry,  of  a  fine  white  grain,  ca«* 
pable  of  hang  worked  into  any  form  for  building. 
The  beds  lie  horizontally,  and  are  of  every  thicknefs^ 
from  four  inches  to  two  feet:  columns  have  beea 
raifed  and  worked  in  it,  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  inche$ 
diameter,  and  nine  or  tei^  feet  long.  Of  this  ilone, 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Henry  Maxwell,  late  bifliop  of  Meath, 
built  a  beautiful  palace  at  Ardbraccan  j  a  monument  of 

tafle 
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tafte  and  liberality,  whether  confidered  in  refpefl:  to 
the  elegant  fimplicity  of  the  defign,  or  accuracy  of  the 
execution.  This  ftone  is  fufceptibk  of  a  fine  polifh^ 
and  makes  very  neat  chimney  pieces,  of  a  greyifh  co- 
lour when  poliflied,  although  ftom  the  cbifel  4t  is 
white.  This  rock  extends  in  a  ridge  from  Ard- 
braccan  to  the  Black-^water,  but  the  quarries  opened 
in  different  parts  of  the  ridge,  though  nearly  equal  in 
colour,  have  not  turned  out  blocks  of  equal  fcantling 
to  that  on  the  hill.  Tombftones,  and  door-cafes  of 
this  Aone,  are  fent  to  very  great  diftances  by  land 
carriage ;  but  when  the  pcoje^ed  line  of  naviga^on, 
from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  Dublin,  through  Kells, 
Navan,  &c.  is  executed,  which  is  to  run  within  a  very 
few  perches  of  this  quarry,  the  ftone,  from  the  facility 
and  cheapnefs  of  carriage,  will  become  of  more  gene* 
ral  ufe.  The  quarrying  of  it  is  attended  with  con- 
liderable  expence,  from  the  great  flow  of  water  con- 
ftantly  iffuing  from  Ipringsj  yet  ftone  has  been  taken 
from  It  lince  the  beginning  of  the  i6th  century,  as 
may  be  concluded  from  the  quoins,  door  and  window 
(;afes,  &c.  of  the  caftles  in  the  neighbourhood,  built 
about  that  period,  being  principally  of  this  ftone. 

Acres. 
Upper  Navan,  by  the  docket,  contains  8,689 

Lower  ditto,       .        ,        -        -        -        10,632 

19,321 

•X 

BAROMT 
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BAHOMT  OF  tViaU 

That  p^n  of  the  barony  of  Lune,  lyS&g  abom  A^ 
hfyfi  iSf  getierally  fp6aldng)  k  very  rich  atoukl,  up^m  & 
gravelly  bottom^  not  however  of  a  calcareous  nature, 
but  of  a  flHKed  kindi  confifting  of  pardcles  of  granite^ 
eherti  and  (bme  of  a  mixed  proportion  of  Um6fl:on6 
gravel  iu  ftnall  quantities,  with  other  varieties,  which 
are  not  very  retentive  of  furface  water,  y«:  ftiflSdently 
fi>  to  hold  the  nioi(^ure  to  the  root  of  the  plaut.  It 
l^ves  very  nice,  although  not  very  abuadaut  crops  of 
barky,  and  along  the  baoks  of  the  river  there  is  eK^ 
ceOent  graft  grouod,  and  a  rkb  vdn  of  heavy  mea-^ 
dow,  which  faa^  been  very  mnch  improved  in  quality 
within  thefe  few  years  paft,  by  the  bed  of  the  river 
having  been  ftink,  by  fubfcr^tk>n  of  the  perfons, 
through  whoie  property  it  nms. 

Thefe  grounds  when  not  meadowed,  prove  ex** 
tremely  well  in  feeding,  and  feem  at  a  little  diftance^ 
from  the  very  great  fiatnefs,  and  a  nuttber  of  extenfive 
hedgerows,  to  be  tolerably  well  wooded* 

That  part  of  the  barony  towards  Kildalky,  and 
from  thence  to  the  Boyne,  Is  chiefly  a  poor,  hungry, 
cold,  clay  ground,  rather  flat,  very  retentive  of  furface 
water,  and  in  feme  places  rufliy,  and  (as  the  faying  is) 
four,  for  want  of  being  properly  drained.     On  thefe 
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grouodsy  limeftone  gravel  is  found  ia  abundance,  fo 
that  the  draining  and  fertilizing  this  barren  foil  is  not 
that  Herculean  labour  generally  apprehended. 

Where  this  grarel  b  thrown  up,  and  mixed  with 
the  furface,  excellent  crops  of  winter  corn  are  pro- 
duced.  Bere  is  (eld<HB  ibwn,  and  little  or  no  barley^ 
and  what  is  grown  is  chiefly  after  potatoes. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  barooy»  from  Athboy 
towards  Naraa  and  Kells,  there  are  fome  of  as  fine 
feeding  grounds,  (viz.  Drewftowng  Girly,  Fordftown^ 
Chamberlsuoftown,  &c.  &c.)  as  any  in  the  county. 
Theie  chiefly  confift  of  a  deep  rich  loam,  upon  a  gra* 
velly  bottom;  Gbly  was  remarkably  well  wooded, 
nndl  the  trees  were  cut  down^  within  thefe  few  years, 
by  Sir  Benjamin  Chapo^ap,  Bart.;  but  if  the  young 
(hoots,  now  fpringing  up^  are  properly  proteAed,  they 
will  fbortly  prefent  a  beautiful  appearance,  and  prove 
a  coofideraUe  orffament  to  that  part  of  the  country, 
now  (b  deftitute  of  wood. 

This  part  of  Lune  has  a  good  deal  of  marie  in  the 
bottoms,  of  which  great  and  profitable  ufe  has  been 
made  for  fome  time  paft. 
Somewhat  more  than  half  the  barony  is  grazed. 
Lvne,  by  the  docket,  contains  1 5*019  acres. 
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BARONIES   OF  DEECE  AND   MOTFENRATH* 

The  baronies  of  Deece  and  Moyfenrath^  occupy  the 
fouth  and  weft  parts  of  the  county,  and  extend  from 
its  boundaries  on  the  Kildare  fide,  to  the  river  Boyne, 
which  feparates  them  from  Lune  and  Navan.  A  great 
part  of  this  diftrift  may  be  ^termed  a  fight,  htrngry^ 
gravelly  foil,  upon  a  gravelly  bottom,  of  a  mixed 
kmd,  not  retentive  of  the  atmolpherical  moifture,  even 
in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  hold  fufficient  nourifhment  ta 
the  root  of  the  plant ;  fuch  are  the  Galtrim  and  Arit 
town  hills,  and  a  vein  extending  from  that  towards 
Trim.  In  a  very  wet  feafon,  fuch  as  the  year  1799, 
tihis  kind  of  ground  does  extremely  well,  but  in  fuch 
years  as  1800,  and  1801,  for  want  of  depth  of  ibil 
and  a  fufficient  degree  of  reteiltivenefs,'  its  vegetative 
juices  are  exhaled  by  the  iim,  and  the  crops  upon  its 
fuiface  are  fcorched  before  they  arrive  at  maturity;  of 
courfe,  they  become  flirivdled  and  unprodiiftive. 

There  is  no  kind  of  ground  in  the  county,  (to  ufe  the 
farmeVs  piirafc)  that  ftands  hacking  worfe  than  thefe: 
they  have  no  renovating  refburces  within  themfelves, 
and  the  occupant  is  feldom  poflefFed  of  fufficient  capi- 
tal to  enable  him  to  bring  extraneous  manures  upon 
his  farm ;  perhaps  if  he  even  did,  the  expence  would 
{b  far  exceed  bis  profit,  as  to  leave  no  inclination  in 
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him  to  try  the  fike  experiment  in  fmure  s  and  to  at* 
tempt  to  refrefli  his  foil,  as  in  other  diftrlfts,  by  an 
additional  depth  of  ploughing,  would  be  but  to  add 
more  unprofitable  gravel  to  the  already  too  gravdly 
furface.  Some  of  theie  grounds,  when  long  laid 
down,  throw  up  a  quandty  of  fine  fheep-grais,  parti* 
cularly  in  winter,  and  at  thofe  Icafons  of  the  year 
when  other  farms  are  totdly  devoid  of  any  (uch  Iprin^ 
of  grafs.  This  arifes  from  the  acceffion  of  moifture 
in  the  wet  feaJbn  of  the  year,  added  to  a  degree  of 
heat  exifUng  in  the  fubftratum,  both  conjointly  impart- 
ing to  the  vegetable  fibre  that  prindple,  which  tbt 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fummer  fun  denied  it  the'power 
\bf  doing  fooner. 

When  thofe  grounds  are  perndtted  to  retain  a  good 
coat  of  grafs  early  in  the  feafon,  that  doathing  flueldi 
them,  in  Tome  degree,  from  the  fun^s  rays,  and  eautept 
the  heat  becomes  intenie,  or  on  thofe  parts  where  the 
fiirface  is  exceedingly  light,  they  hold  thdr  verdure 
tol^ably  well;  even  under  tillage,  provided  the  o^rti 
is  early  ibwn,  and  the  land  kept  it^  good  heart.  It  pro* 
duces  the  like  cftf(t  iu  a  certain  degree. 

From  the  incohefive  quality  of  the  fubftrata  of  thefe 
foils,  the  fubftance  of  the  furfuce  is  often  wafhcd 
through  it,  and  the  vegetables  thus  deprived  of  non^ 
rifhment  perUh  through  a  want  of  a  fubftance  to  re* 
tain  that  pabulum,  on  which,  in  a  great  degree,  thdr 
thence  depended.  In  order  therefore  to  render 
p  thoft 
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jihpf^,  gf ouuds  at  «11  prodiiUitive^  fo  as  to  a£[bf  d  a  ]f^<y 
|kt  to  the  farnn^r,  j^een  crops,  foch  as  vetches^  doTer^ 
t^riHp3s:  ^^V^9  ^  ^  thofe  tap-rootpd  vegetables^  that 
have  the  pcopertj  Jof  fei^dii^g  their  roots  deep  ii^  the 
|qi}>  (hould  he  cultivated,  which  by  their  innbrageouf 
4|^s  r^aia  moifture;;  by  this  mean^,  gradually  iu- 
iK9^^m.^^  ^u^QT  <^  ^  (pili  ^d  coofidera^ly  iow 
j^9y¥g  i^  9^uf c^  witjbgi  a  few-  iochea  of  the  {urface# 
)yhe/eits  ^fAs  ar^  nio|k  r^^uV^  .  ^ 
.  Thie  9*  W«  pan  of  |h\%iiiftri^:  ^i^ads  with  a  poor 
4Ur  cteX>  .^,09^  ii<;he4r  a#  yo«  Pf<¥^ed  eailwardv 
jQbiHiit^l^  k^  ^b4  .  that  part  of  t\^  country  lyiog 
lK(tveeft  jit  <pd  thie.  cpapQ  of  i^^dare^  confift  of  a  fin^ 
deep  foil,  remarkable  for  tillage,  ap4  produdog  ? 
MflSibfir  of  gpo4  CJ^pa  wi^lnW  maaure.  Ea^ward  of 
Qx^omMm  hiU,  ww^r<fe  Par^imfto^yi^  l^e?  that  part 
l^lbitf  dUbri^  <f^lip4 1^9  Fof^gh*,  and  near  it  (th(gi]agh 
^tfi^TiiUjiCmGA^^  ^  a^  part  of  jjt)  is  ^a  ea^^ofivc 
fy.^^  iorBoeriy  covf  rtd /with  wat^r,  or  at  leaftyit  >va&  at 
Ak  tiff($  g:^4i  a.  fw^g^  as  {^le^uded,,  the  ppf&btli^y  of 
grftziflg.€a(^e.i][j^J.tj^  a^Ki  is  opt  i^qlu^edi^  die  cou^«* 
ty  docket  i  this  tfa£^  IfLowever,  by.beiog  iaterieQed 
dkidi  idraisft,  hayipg  H$  clay  &rfai;e  pierced  tjbrQijgh, 
ks  tbbftratum,  Hvbich  wa«  Umeft^s^  gc^el^  thi^ow^ 
«|i  and  mixed  yv^h  that  day  fuoiaoe^  haa  btcomf^  ^ff 
^  dbe.  beft  wjieat  veio$  io  the  cot^o^y^  and  whoever 
fibf.f^si  o£  it  ijm  beoo  V^d  dowa  ^  drajnedt  it  >a» 
?.  -     *  .  *  ^comf 

i       ;      *  A  grafTy^  coarfe,  wctjcind  of  ^round^ 
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become  moA  excellci»t  jTeeding  grouad^  fo  that  from 
bang  a  totally  unproduAiv^  mar(h^  it  ha$»  by  the  prp- 
per  application  of  its  owa  oatural  reibnrces^  become 
as  remarkable  for  it^  prefcnt  fertility^  as  it  formerly 
was  for  ks  fterility. 

This  faft  leads  me  to  refleft,  how  very  neceffary  it 
is  for  dyery  perfon,  who  is  about  to  improve  a  farm^ 
carefully  to  examine  its  fubilrata,  and  all  its  capabi- 
fitiesi  before  he  begins  his  operations.  We  generally 
Bnd,  that  nature,  in  the  diftribution  of  her  gifts  to  mao^ 
has  placed,  in  almoft  every  fituation,  that  manure  moll 
appropriate  to  the  circumjacent  grounds  j  but  as  $t 
fiimulus  to  his  induftry,  fhe  has  placed  it  out  of  h\$ 
view,  though  not  out  of  his  reach.  On  or  ;near  that 
foilp  where  lime  is  the  beft  manure,  Umeilone  i^  gene- 
rally found,  though  perhaps  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
furface  ^  and  upon  ftiflT,  cold,  clay  grounds,  fubje£t 
from  too  great  a  degree  of  tenacity  to  furface  water^ 
we  almoft  invariably  find  limeftone  gravel,  which  is 
rfie  beft  poffible  manure  for  that  kind  pf  ground ;  but 
Jeft  its  propifiquity  to  the  place,  where  it  is  fo  mate^ 
^ally  to  benefit  the  foil,  fliould  not  fufficiently  ftimu- 
Jate  the  farmer  to  exertion,  jit  is  often  placed  at  fucb 
a  diftance  from  the  furface,  and  other  obftaclea 
thrown  in  the  way  of  its  atuinment,  (in  the  quaptity 
.requifite,  and  the  circumftance  of  its  frequently  hav- 
ing an  intermediate  ftratum  of  tenacious  clay  inter- 
pofed)  that  the  whole  of  th^  farmer's  energies  are 
D  2  called 
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called  forth  lA  doing  his  grduo<i  that  juftice,  which  it 
requires,  and  often  From  a  defeA  of  this  eftcrgy,'  his 
grounds  are  fufTered  to  remaitl  in  want  of  that  ai&ft* 
ance,  which  nature  intended  them  to  receive ;  they  thus 
continue  fteril  and  unproductive,  and  are  faid  to  be  of 
an  unprofitable  kind,  when  in  reality  the  fault  lies  ia 
the  farmer.  The  influence  arifing  from  a  defeft  of 
(exertion  in  man,  orer  his  mental  and  corporeal  facul- 
ties, has  been  juftly  compared  to  the  cfftfts  of  froft 
Upon  the  vegetable  creation;  it  chills  and  enervates  his 
intelleft,  and  in  a  manner  congeals  thofe  powers,  with 
Vhich  he  is  endued.  The  want  of  hope  blafts  the  fair 
profpeft  of  fuccefs,  ferving  as  a  bar  to  the  fpirit  of 
OverCdtoing  difficulties,  which  energy  of  aftion  alone 
can  furntount.  Every  man  (hould  therefore,  as  far  as  in 
him  lies,  endeavour  to  aA  UJ)  to  the  full  fcope  of  that 
reafon  bellowed  upon  him  by  providence.  Thole 
powers  are,  in  almoft  every  man,  greater  than  they 
kppeaf,  and  riiay,  by  diligent  cultivation,  be  exalted  to 
a  degree  beyond  What  even  their  pofleflbrs  prefumc  to 
believe.  There  is  fcarcely  any  man,  who  has  not  found 
himfelf  competent,  at  the  Inftigation  of  neceffity,  to 
put  in  execution  that,  which,  until  urged  by  necef. 
Iity,  he  thought  himfelf  incapable  of  performing.  How 
many  individuals  of  very  moderate  pretenfions  in  the 
learned  profeflions  have,  by  inceflant  application,  fo 
Improved '  their  abilities,    that  they  hare  outftripped 

:  their 
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their  cotcm)>orariet»  though  pofTeffing  more  (hitting 
talents ;  thus  by  perfeverance  becoming  highly  nfefiil 
members  of  that  dais  of  fbcietyy  in  which  they  were 
fituatedj  and  not  condnuing  inert  drones  of  the  general 
conununity? 

Bot  to  return — how  prefumptuous  would  an  indivi^ 
dual  appear  to  tbofe  acquainted  with  the  neglefted 
and  unprofitable  ftate  of  the  Foflagh  (bme  years  paftj 
tvho  (hould  at  that  time  aflert  the  poffibility  there 
was  of  carrying  into  tScA  an  undertaking,  the  happy 
cffeAs  of  which  are  now  ib  evident,  and  that  luxuri- 
ant crops  of  wheat  (hould  in  the  pre(ent  time  occupy 
thofe  trads,  which  were  then  impaflable  to  tb^  foot 
of  palTengers. 

Jn  this  Hat  the  Clonee  river  takes  its  rife;  yet,  as  k 
does  not  become  of  any  importance  until  it  leaves  the 
county,  I  have  not  taken  it  into  the  general  account  of 
the  rivers.  That  part  of  the  diftrifl,  reaching  along  the 
boundary^  of  Klildare,  is  of  a  fuperior  quality,  being 
principally  compofed  of  a  deep  rich  loan;,  upon  lime« 
ftonc  gravel,  and  limeftone  rock;  and  in  general  is 
employed  in  grazing,  although  in  fome  parts  there  is  4 
good  deal  of  tillage.  The  chief  produce  of  that  part 
is  oat^i  fpme  here,  and  a  (mall  quantity  of  barley }  aU 
though  the  principal  part  of  the  barley  ground  lies 
from  Derpatrick  to  Ariftqwn  and  Minaivy,  and  fo  on 
towards  Summer-hill,  and  thence  to  Rahinftown  b| 

Augher^ 
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Augher^  ♦  where  tbtre  ia  (bm«  cxcdlcnt  feedkig 
ground,  capable  of  fattening  the  largcft  cattle,  aV- 
thongh  flieep  feem  to  be^  its  moft  natural  flock. 

The  furface  of  this  part  of  the  diftrid):  is  beiu^uUy 
diverfified  by  gentle  riiings,  none  of  them  of  fufficient 
hdght  to  impede  the  progrefs  of  tillage.  There  is 
fome  remarkable  fine  ground  abont  Gmnets,  from 
-whence  to  Rahinftown  it  is  extremely  well  planticd. 
I  think  about  two-thirds  of  this  diftrlA  are  employed  in 
grazing  and  meadow.  I  have  been  tcAd  the  ufe  of 
clover  is  not  known  in  this  difttift,  from  an  idea  that 
it  will  not  grow,  but  this  proceeds  from  the  flate  of 
filth,  in  which  the  ground  Is,  where  the  feed  is  fbwn, 
more  than  from  any  incapability  in  the  foil  to  pro« 
iucelt. 

.  ^  jicres. 

Upper  Deece,  by  the  docket,  contains  -  10,980 
Lower  ditto,  .  •  .  •  «  10,881 
Upper  Moyfcnrath,  -  •  -  -11,038 
Lower  ditto,         -        ••        -        *        -     11,120 


44,019 


BARONIEi 


*  For  a  particular  account  of  this  parifh,  Tide  Appendix, 
No.  6. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  THir  COUNTr  O**  MEATH.  ff 


MBONIBS.QF   KATOAJH  Ma>  pimBOTKS. 

The  baroriies  of  ftdtoath  and  lJunboync  beat  i 
ftrong  tcfemblance  to  ^ach  offier,  not  Only  in  rcfpeft 
to  th^  flat,  uDmtereffingy  and  dHvaned  appearance^ 
which  they  prefent,  but  likewife  in  regard  to  the  genei 
tal  nature  of  tiheir  M  ahd  fabftrata; 

They  are  ch&fly  compdfed  of  a  ftlfT  ftil,  upon  i 
flibftratum  of  tcnacibus  clay,  or  whalt  the  fariners  terfai 
a  lac/<a,  which  is  of  greater  or  lefler  depth  in  dlfe-* 
rent  jfldces,  Uridfer  whicTi,  however,  is  Ihvarlably  found 
die  ltrt)ng  Mue  riritellone  gravel:,  to  the  copious  ufe  of 
iSrhich  aione  they  fiiay  attribute  the  teeming  crops  of 
fine  Hirheafi  of  which  they  boaft. 

itery  attempt  to  drain  this  kind  of  ground  proves 
iheffeftilMj  tratil  this  ftratuin  of  yellow  day  is  entirely 
ctrt  thrdugh,  by  carrying  the  draiii  fairly  into  thfe 
gtavdj  when  it  is  aj  eafily  freed  from  ftrface  wdter  ai 
any  other  fixl.  From^  the  niiture  of  the  foil,  it  might 
be  imagined  that  this  dlftrift  would  be  very  fubjeft  to 
be  poached  in  winter,  and  to  open  Into  chinks  in  fum- 
mer,  the  uftid  conftqtrence  of  grottods  fuffering  from 
furface  water;  but  this  is  not  in  any  degree  fo  much 
the  cafe  as  might  be  prefumed,  which  I  attribute  to  the 
conftant  ufe  of  that  moft  excellent  manure,  found  lit 
eter y  part  of  tht  diftri<St.    Wh^re  judgmet^t  has  been: 
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Qled  ia  raifing  tbb  grtvel,  the  nature  of  the  foil  is  In 
every  reipeA  changed  ;  firft  by  dr^ingi  2iad  next  by 
the  advantageous  eSe&n  of  the  gravely  which  fo  en- 
tirely correds  the  natural  bad  qualities  of  the  foil,  that» 
where  once  the  -bluiih  hard  rufli  flouriihed,  a  beaute- 
ous (heet  of  white  clover  fucceeds,  overfpreading  th« 
furface  with  the  moft  charming  luxuriance.  Where 
this  land  is  not  fuffidently  drained  and  manured,  it 
jbon  reverts,  when  laid  down,  to  its  priftine  ftate  of 
wretchednels,  but,  where  it  has,  the  good  effefls  are 
loon  vifible,  and  continue  fo  as  long  as  the  drains  are 
kept  from  choaking. 

This  diftriA  is  more  lappropriate  to  the  growth  of 
wheat,  than  of  oats  or  here;  little  or  no  barlqr  ia 
grown,  and  here  is  generally  fown  in  fucceffion  to  ^ 
crop  of  potatoes,  from  an  opinion  that  it  is  the  beft  fal- 
low for  here.    The  farmers  of  tins  diftri£l  till  the  fdl 
much  beuer  than  thofe  occupying  land  north  of  the 
Boyne ;  but  this  excellence  ariles  more  from  the  con- 
viAion  of  its  necei&ty,  than  from  any  fuperior  degree 
of  flcill,  judgment,  induftry,  or  capital  in  the  farmer*. 
He  knows  from  experience,  that,  wherever  the  earth 
will  not  yield  its  fubflance  without  being  affifted,  affift- 
ance  muft  be  ibught,  dther  from  manure  or  fuperior 
tillage- 

Lime '  in  this  diAriA  is  feldom  ufed,  and  that  more 
from  the, difficulty  of  procuring  fuel,  than  from  any, 
dearth  of  limeftone*    The  abundance  of  gravely  every 

where 
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where  met  vridi  on  the  prenuies,  anfwers  the  fame 
ptirpofb,  if  not  at  cheaply,  yet  certAily  much  more 
efifeaually  Qover  and  trefcril  fucCecd  Hkewife  ex* 
nreme^ly  well  all  ofer  this  diftrift,  and  feedmg  it  off 
with  (heep  is  generally  tlie  method  taken,  to  reft  of 
tenorate  the  grounds,  when  worn  out  by  tillage. 
About  two^htrds  of  it  is  employed  in  tillage  and 
meadow ;  the  hay  and  ftraw^  not  confumed  on  the 
farm,  is  chiefly  difpoied  of  in  Dublin  market,  although 
many  iuftances  occur,  of  the  farmer  (when  his  fuel  is 
out,  without  its  bdng  convenient  to  fend  for  more) 
permitting  his  lervants  to  burn  quantities  of  ftraw  hi 
baking  bread,  and  all  the  purpoies  of  hodewifery* 
This  praAice  prevails  in  many  parts  dF  the  county,  and 
is  fo  deftruAive  and  improper,  that  no  endearoor 
ihould  be  {pared  to  put  a  ftop  to  it 

Coal  is  the  fuel  generally  tkfed  in  tMs  dUh4d,  whidi, 
though  brought  from  Dublin,  does  not  come  v»  high 
to  the  confumer  as  might  be  expefted  from  the  dH^ 
tance  of  land  carriage,  as  it  is  conveyed  home,  in  moft 
iaftances,  on  the  cars,  that  have  brought  out  either 
corn,  hay,  or  ftraw  to  DubHp.  Vetches  are  grown  by 
feme,  yet  not  in  that  quantity,  that  might  be  expected* 
from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  which  becomes  lighter  aa 
you  proceed  eaftward.  I  fhouM  not  omit  mentioning 
htxe  the  difcovery  fome  years  fince,  in  this  diftriA,  of 
a  v^  of  potter's  day,  of  a  iuperior  quality  to  moft 
Others  in  the  kingdom.  This  day  is  found  on  the' 
•^  eftat^ 
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eftfite  of  the  Hon*  and  Rev.  Edward  Taiylor^  %t  Bonci.r 
tawD^  near  DnoibaiighliQ^  prmcipally  oohrcons)  bnt  at 
it  has  been  examined  alreiady  by  perfoiK  appoioted  hf 
ibe  Sablm  Society  for  that  j^urpoftg  I  fliall  oot  dwtU 
looger  oa  the  fubjsft)  than  merely  t^  oiQittioAi  thut  it 
if  thought  eqvjdj  if  not  fuperior  to  moft  of  the  potter^* 
<}Iay  found  in  Staffbrdfture;  tlu6  clay  is  iituated  about 
fifteen  miles  from  the  dty  of  Dublin^  from  which  fuel 
can  be  had  on  terms,  that  might  render  the  eftabliih^^ 
navent  of  a  manufactory  here  of  great  national  import^ 
not  only  m  refpe£l  to  the  wealth  accruing  to  the  na* 
t|0n  at  large  from  materials,  which  at  preient  lie  dor« 
m»pA  and  uielei^,  but  likewift  in  giving  fupport  and 
qpsployment  to  a  great  number  of  pcribns  of  all  ages^ 
There  is  very  little  planting  in  this  diftriA,  tad  even 
thorn  fences  are  to  be  ften  bi^  i^  few  places,  though 
mi  turn  aiiyincapaciiy  in  tb«  &U  to  produce  them, 
(for  I  don't  fee  the  common  thorn  thi^ke  any  where  fo 
1^11  as  in  litieiWoe  gravd  gprounds)  but  from  their 
beii^  ^ppcote^ed^  in  their  infancy,  from  themvgges  of 
cfktttei  4Mr  tb»  more  deftmdhve  depredations  of  the 
poor  B^s  billbidok,  which  muft  ever  be  the  cafef 
(midiout  grent  attention  in  die  proprietor)  where  fuet 
i^  fafonrce  an  article  as  it  is  in  this  diftri&«   , 

In  or4er  to  fupply  the  de^ciency  of  foel,  which  e»- 
ifts  i«  tbr  nef^bourhood  of  U&iuUeA  uk  ^kreen  ba^' 
r^y,  and  with  a  4?iew  i^ward3  pro^efting  pla^t^^ao^a 
of  val^,  Sir  Jol^a  |>ilbn  has  aU  the  b^k^.of  hia 

ditches 
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4i{€faes  £oym  with  French  furze  ibed«  and  dirc£b  tht 
fame  prance  to  bepurfued  by  all  hia  tenamry;  tht 
good  effeAs  from  this  cuftom  are  manifold^  as  the  cat** 
tie  are  precluded  from  nipping  the  young  bawthonit 
the  French  fmze  being  interpoied,  and  there  is  a  coa^ 
(Unt  fucceflian  of  excellent  fuel  for  the  tenantry. 

Ratoath)  by  the  docket,  contains       -        •    8t4tfa 
Dunboyne,     .-..«•    8,88a 

17^340 

BA&tMY   OF  DULBEK. 

Thb  barony  of  Duleek  bcl^rs  a  ftronger  reT^mib^asot 
to  Slaoe  barony,  than  to  any  other  in  the  coynty,  both 
with  refpefl  to  its  foil  and  general  ferface^  akboug^ 
its  foil  is  nanch  better,  and  its  fkrfac^  fomewbat  iaor« 
regular. 

That  part  of  it,  vf hich  ftf  etches  along  tbe  fea  Qiort^ 
is  a  very  light:  foil,  refembKng  iea  fand,  vrith  IHtle  or 
novegetatite  powers,  ai|d  capable  only  of  fupplying 
rabbiu  wkh  food,  to  which  purpofe  k  is  fcdely  appUod 
by  Mr.  Brabaxon. 

It  becomes  heavier  as  you  proceed  inland,  and  about 
the  great  road  leading  £rom  DubUn  to  the  ^ortb  of 
Ifeland  k  H  comfoSbdof  a  li^t  cl^j  upon  a  yellow; 
day,  (saixed  Vitb  (Kattec  ftone)  aiMl  A  OE^  toii.    Gfoai 

tilMge, 
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tillage,  however,  produces  excellent  crops  here,  fomc 
of  thfcm  far  exceeding  thofc  grown  on  farms  naturally 
fuperior.    About  Baymore,  there  is  Come  excellent 
groMd,  from  which,  to  Duleek  and  Athcarn,  the  Ibll 
is  deep,  rich,  and  warm,  equally  Appropriate  to  tilling 
and  grazing.     About  Bellewftown,  and  from  that  to- 
wards Garriftown,  is  a  cold  argillaceous  clay,  retentive 
of  fiirface  water,  generally  efteemed  a  good  rye  foil, 
yet  goocb  crops  of  red  wheat  are  grown  here.     Along 
the  banks  of  the][Nanny  water,  are  fome  excellent  mea- 
dow and  feeding  groutuls,  many  of  them  capable  of 
irrigation  with  very  little  expence,  (when  the  fubfe- 
quent  beneficial  efFcfts  arifing  from  fuch  a  praftice  arc 
taken  into  account)  both  from  the  bed  of  the  river, 
and  from  fireams  falling  into  it  from  the  furrounding 
eminences*    The  rye  foil  continues  with  litde  variation 
to  nearly  opp<^it6  Slane,  whence,  towards  Navan,  it 
gradually  decreafes,  until  it  joins  Skreen  barony,  wh^ 
it  totally  difappears* 

Along  the  Boyne  edge,  ahnoft  the  whole .  way,  the 
ground  is  much  colder  than  when  you  proceed  into 
the  country  a  little.  Umeftone  rock,  and  limeftone 
gravel,  is  to  be  met  with  through  the  whole  of  the 
barony;  wherever  lime  has  been  ufed  on  the  rye  foil, 
the  moft  favourable  confequences  take  place.  About 
DoU^rdftown,  Padnftown,  and  Ardmulcan,  there  is  a 
kind  of  marly  black  gravel,  differing  litde  in  effeft 
(though  materially  id  appearance)  from  the  blue  lime- 
i  ftonc 
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fione  gravel)  found  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  connty. 
The  black  gravel  is  the  wcakeft)  of  courfe,  it  requires 
a  much  greater  proportion  of  it  to  efFeft  a  change  than 
of  the  other.  Immediately  about  the  town  of  Dro^ 
gheda^  and  within  the  reach  of  its  manure^  the  grounds 
arc  highly  cultivated;  good  red  wheat  is  produced  in 
abundance,  and  large  quantides  of  rye,  both  for  foiling 
and  for  feed;  a  good  deal  of  oats,  and  fome^  barley. 
This  is  the  only  diftrift  of  the  county,  in  which  beans 
and  white  peas  may  be  faicl  to  be  grown  in*  any  quan^ 
tity;  both  winter  and  fpring  vetches  are  here  prin- 
dpally  cultivated;  the  former,  for  foiling,  is  frequently 
mixed  with  rye,  and  is  lately  come  into  praftice,  but 
not  yet  generally  adopted.  The  latter  has  long  been  in 
ufi^  as  a  fubflitute  for  hay,  which  is  rather  a  fcarce 
ardcle  in  this'diftrid.  Mr.  Tandy  has"  long  been  ia 
the  habit  of  growing  cabbages,  turnips,  &c.  to  fome 
extent)  with  which  he  fupplied  the  market  of  Dro-^ 
gfaeda.  Mr.  Harman,  and  fome  others,  have  of  late 
gotten  into  the  fame  courfe.  From  the  propinquity  of 
this  barony  to  the  Drogheda  market,  the  farmers  are 
upon  a  better  footing  than  in  any  other  diftrift  of  the 
county;  of  coniequence,  nearly  one  half  of  it  is  under 
tillage. 

In  this  diftrift,  the  extremity  of  that  veto  of  copper 
ore,  mentioned  in  Skreen  barony,  has  been  worked  to 
fome  extent.    For  particulars  fee  Skreen  barony. 
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Acres. 

Upper  Duleekj  by  the  docket, 

contains 

8,986 

Lower  iiittoy 

m                        mi 

8,069 

Acres* 

Acres. 

Upper  Slane  Contains, 
Lower  ditto. 

7i824? 

6,823  5 

14*647 

,. 

Upper  JCeUti 
Lower  dittp^ 

9,689  V 
6*3143 

15*403 

Morgallioa 

- 

IS>84S 

Demifore, 

- 

21,261 

Skreen, 

- 

10,817 

Upper  Navtn, 
Lawer  ditto^ 

8,6897 
10,6323 

i9>32i 

Lunc, 

- 

i5>oi9 

Upper  Decce, 
Lower  ditto^ 

10,9807 

tp,88i5 

2i,86j 

' 

Upper  Moj^sncath, 
Lower  dittOj   - 

1 1,0  j8  7 
11,1203 

22,158 

Ratoath, 

. 

8,460 

Dunboyne, 

- 

8,580 

1 

Upper  Drrleek, 
Lower  ditto, 

8,9867 
8.069] 

i7>oS5 

General  total,    -     i 

80,727 

Acoor^ng  to  this  forycy  of  Sir  WilH«n  Petty's, 
(which  was  confidered  to  have  been  as  accurateljr 
taken,  as^  smy  fiutwey  ^  that  time  pof&bly  could)  it  s^p- 
pears^.that  there  were  at  that  time  only  180,727  acres 

of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


OF  *ME  COUNinf  OF  MEATH.  4} 

of  arable  and  paftqreln  the  cpuotjr*  The  cos^piitat 
^oa  of  the  pref^nt  furyeyofSt  itates,  that  there  are  a^ 
kaft  3ocv>oQ  acrc^.  After  leaving  27,900  acres  fof 
wafte6>  boga,  3cc.  (th/P,  area  of  the  oomtj  bebg 
327^900  acres)  there  remains  a  fair  ooochiiioOy  tha( 
f  19,273  acroa  have  been  redaioied  withio  tt^a  coqity 
^ce  ibe  Do^m  fs^fref  wb$  inade  I 

The  ootukiy  cf&>  fn  tbe  ycax;  ending  Lntt  r^at 
amovints  to  £*3Qt22Q9^  which  is  31. 4J.  per  acre  on  thi| 
cbargeajl^lt ,  laadi  (as  no  land  f^^  caia  excej^  ih^ 
which  is  HQQced  m  tbe  Down  furvey)  ao4  a#*  par  a€lf 
«poa  the  aratde  and  paftore  lands  of  thai  cWfUf^ 


Sect.  ^.   ■  Rivers,  water,  t^c. 

The  Bojfne  rircr  takes  its  rile  in  ttie  count;  of 
Kikiare^  and  enters  Meath  at  Clonardi  the  £L  W.pdm 
of  the  county,  which  it  divides  nearly  in  tvo  e(|ua) 
part6f  foiming  its  general  civil  divifion^  and  cco0iMt- 
V^g  a  boundary  to.  every  baronj  touching  its  ^laak^ 
(fis  courfe  lies  through  ibme  of  th^  oE^ft  fertile  and  1^ 
improved  parts  of  the  couaty. 

Its  bankS)  in  moft  parts,  rife  to  a  confiderable  he(gbr| 
padua%  ao{Hng  from  the  water'js  edge  to  their  ver- 
dant br0w^  and  in  otbei^s  bold  prqjefting  roqtca  and 
fiaep  pr^pices  overhang  itjs  limjptd  funface*    Thouf^ 
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in  ibme  places^  the  river  is  mach  difturbed^  in'  its 
coorie^  by  (harps  and  rocks^  yet  m  others  it  fleals 
filently  along  through  flats  of  confiderable  extent^ 
adding  elegance  and  beauty  to  fcenery  fcarcely  to  be 
equalled  in  Ireland* 

Every  favourable  advantage  has  been  taken  of  theft 
elevated  and  bold  fituations  by  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen^  vhoie  property  they  are»  by  building) 
planting,  and  other  lafting  improvements*  And  there 
are  few  fituatbns  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of  null  ma- 
dunery,  that  are  not  occupied  j  lb  that  on  this  river, 
in  its  courle  within  the  county,  there  are  at  prefent 
fix  extenfive  boulting  inilU,  befides  feveral  grift  and 
cloth  mills  $  and  one  for  the  manufiftory  of  cotton  is 
now  erecting  at.Stackallen  bridge^  contiguous  to  the 
courle  of  the  Boyne  canaL 

I  (hould  not  omit  notidng  here  a  very  great  im- 
provement, firft  introduced  into  diis  county  by  Mr. 
Murphy»  in  his  flour-mills,  which  are  fituated  on  this, 
fiver  at  Navan.  ^ 

*  To  have  a  clear  idea  of  this  improvement  it  muft  be 
nnderftood,  that  flour  or  meal  acquires  a  degree  of 
heat  from  the  friflion  of  the  mill-ftones,  and  if  left  in 
a  heap,  without  being  expofed  to  the  air  for  fome  time 
after,  it  is  apt  to  acquire  a  bad  tafte  and  fmell;  for 
expedition,  and  in  order  to  obviate  this  bad  confe- 
quence,  Mr.  Murphy  has  connefted  with  his  ma- 
chinery a  long  fliaft,  armed  with  cogs,  placed  Ipirally 
on  iu  furface,  and  turned  by  means  of  a  leathern 

bandj 
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bandy  'within  a  trough  of  equal  lengthy  placed  horizon* 
tally^  and  lined  with  tin,  into  which  the  meal  inftantly^ 
on  its  being  ground,  and  while  yet  hot  from  the  rapid 
attrition  that  reduced  it  into  powder,  falls,  and  is  gra- 
dually pu(hed  by  the  rotated  modon  of  the  fhaft,  and 
the  aAion  of  the  cogs  placed  in  a  fpiral  direction,  from 
the  one  extreme  end  of  the  trough  to  the  other,  where 
a  refervok  for  the  meal  is  placed ;  from  this  the  meal 
is  raifed  to  the  upper  loft  of  the  mill,  by  means  of  a 
number  of  fmall  tin  buckets,  containing  half  a  pint 
each,  which  are  fixed  to  the  external  furface  of  a  band^ 
turned  and  kept  in  motion  by  a  drum  at  one  end  of  the 
ipiral  cogged  fhaft,  and  a  pulley  on  the  upper  loft, 
thus  occafioning  a  conflant  motion,  by  which  the 
buckets  are  filled  below,  and  conveyed  full  to  the  up- 
per ftore,  where  they  difcharge  thdr  contents.  What 
is  ground,  thoie  buckets  are  capable  of  conveying  to 
the  upper  lofti  and,  from  the  meal  firft  undergoing 
the  aftion  of  the  fpiral  fliaft,  and  afterwards  being 
divided  into  fuch  fmall  quantities  in  its  paflage  up,  it 
arrives  quite  cool,  and  fit  for  the  bolting  machine. 

By  buckets  of  a  larger  fize,  and  a  contrivance  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  connefted  with  the  iame  (haft,  he  raifes 
all  his  wheat  from  the  ground  floor  to  the  upper  ftore. 
He  computes  that  a  barrel  of  wheat  is  rjufed  in  this 
way  every  two  minutes,  or  thirty  barrels  in  one  hour^ 
without  any  additional  labour.  The  expence  of  form- 
ing this  machinery  is  a  mere  nothing,  in  comparifon  to 

E  i'ts 
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its  utility^  ^d  I  have  hem  afltired  by  Mr.  Mtufphy, 
that  he  fiads  fuch  bei^fit  from  k,  that  he  would  not 
oaw  waat  it  for  four  tiUDjea  the  ezpcnce  it  occafiooed 
hiiEi. 

The  Boyne  nav]gatioi}>  between  Drogh^a  aiid  Na« 
Tan,  r^uQS  along  the  courfe  of  this  river :  the  trade  OQ 
this  canal  h^  iocreaied  confiderably  of  late  yeara  i  «kU 
though  a  variety  of  impediments,  both  local  and  gene* 
ral>  have  checked  its  proceeding  with  as  much  rapidity 
as,  from  the  utility  and  importance  of  fuch  a  work,  the 
public  had  reafon  to  hppe,  yet  the  eamefl:  folidtude, 
wifh  which  the  principal  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of 
Meath  ftem  to  forward  it  to  Trim,  gives  roOTa  for  the 
inoft  flattering  expeAadon.  Since  this  line  of  canal  has 
extended  to  Navan^  the  trade  and  population  of  that 
town  have  increafed  beyond  all  calculation.'  Grounds 
^  lh0  verge  of  the  canal  are  fuppCed  with  manure 
with  as  little  espence,  at  the  diflaoce  of  three  mikst 
as  what  arifes  from  conveying  it  by  land  carriage  to 
the  fields  immediately  adjoining  the  town  i  and  traAa 
of  neglefled  fwampa,  and  unprofitable  pafture  ground^ 
ar^  now  fo  confiderably  improved,  as  to  produce  crops 
capable  of  repaying  induftry.  The  facility,  with  which 
corn  is.  conveyed  to  Drogheda,  readers  the  demand  for 
grain:  ha:e  confiderabk;  hence  the  ipur  to  induftry.  A 
^irit  of  enterprize  betrays  itfelf  in  this  town^  with 
which  its  inhabitants  were  unacquainted^  previous  ta 
Hm  peripi^  at  which  a  oomauinication  by  water  waa 

opened 
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opened  between  the  centre  of  this  produAive  county 
and  the  fea  j  an  eafy»  fecure,  and  cheap  communica^ 
tkm,  for  the  produce  of  the  'foil,  gives  powers  inde« 
fcribable  to  the  hufbandman's  efforts.  In  the  courie  of 
the  enibing  fummer  there  is  every  fair  profpeft  of  its 
advancing  to  Trim,  from  which,  and  the  intended  of& 
branch  to  Athboy,  through  Eildalky,  the  benefits 
arifing  from  opening  a  trade  with  fo  fine  a  traft  of 
country,  together  with  the  communicadon  -mth  to  con- 
fiderable  an  extent  of  bog,  are  innumerable. 

The  Blackwater  river  is  next  in  confideration  to  the 
Boync,  into  which  it  falls  at  Navan.  It  iflues  out  of 
Lough  Ramor  in  the  county  of  Cavan,  as  1  have  al- 
ready mendoned,  and  enters  Meath  in  the  upper  half 
barony  of  Eells. 

In  its  courfe  towards  the  town  of  Kells,  near  which 
it  runs,  it  paflfes  through  rather  an  unimproved  part  of 
the  country,  although  poflfeffing  great  capability  of 
being  beautified  by  the  hand  of  art  1  but  when  it  en- 
ters the  magnificent  demefne  of  the  Marquis  of  Head- 
fort,  it  expands  itfdf  into  an  immenfe  and  beautiful 
iheet  of  water,  to  the  extent  of  many  acres,  forming  a 
fine  objeft  when  viewed  from  the  fuperb  nunfion  of 
the  noble  Marquis. 

Friun  this  to  Navan  it  pafles  through  a  tugbly  im* 

proved  and  rich  country,  and  in  its  courie  fuppUos  two 

flour-mills,  one  of  which,  belonging  to  Mt.Fay,  is 

perhaps  the  moll  extenfive,  in  point  of  florage,  in  Irc- 

K  2  land. 
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landi  and,  if  it  commanded  a  greater  bead  ot  water^ 
could  work  machinery  to  any  extent.  This  concern 
forms  an  oblong  boUow  fquarc^  two  fides  of  wbich  - 
are  216  feet  each,  and  the  other  two  are  157  fectfroia 
out  to  out,  endofing  a  fpace  of  167  feet  bj  88.  In 
this  fpace  Mr.  Fay  has  erefted  a  double  kiln>  80  feet 
by  24.  This  fquare  confifts  of  a  flour-mill,  c<Mrn-ftores, 
malt-^houfe,  brewery,  and  diftillery;  that  fide  running 
parallel  to  the  river  has  feven  lofts,  and  the  other  three 
fides  have  five  lofts  each.' 

Mr.  M'Donnel  has  alfo  ere£ted  on  this  river  (imme- 
diately above  Mr.  Fay)  a  paper-mill,  which  is  worked 
to  very  great  extent ;  iof  it  are  manilfafiured  all  kinds 
of  brown  and  lapping  paper,  paper  for  hangings,  and 
fome  letter  paper;  but  the  demand  in  the  comitry 
being  chiefly  for  the  coar&r  kinds,  they  arc,  conie- 
^nently,  the  prindpai  fort  manufaAured.  He  has  aUb 
ereAed  machinery  for  ftamping  paper-hangings,  Scc^ 
and,  in  the  feveral  branches  of  hk  manufafiory,  from 
the  gathering  of  the  raw  material,  of  which  the  paper 
is  compofed,  to  the  delivery  of  that  paper  when  manuk 
faAnredy  he  employs  a  number  of  perfons  of  all  ages 
and  iexe$« 

Into  theie  two  rivers  almoft  all  the  waters  ol  the 
county  flow,  except  the  Nanny,  and,  through  the 
channel  of  the  Boyne,  empty  themfelves  iato  the  fea 
below  Drogheda. 

The 
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The  Athboy,  the  Enight's-brook,  and  the  Kilmeffia 
rirers  are  the  prindpal  of  thoie^  that  fall  into  the 
Boyne;  on  two  of  which^  vi2,  the  Athboy  and 
Enight's-brook^*  there  are  flour-miils  erefted;  and 
the  other  has  grift-Biills.  The  Moynalty  river  (or  Bo* 
rora),  running  through  die  marihes  of  Rofinin,  Enila» 
&c  is  the  only  one  worthy  of  note^  that  adds  tta 
Aream  te  ^e  Blaekwater;  on  this  there  are  three 
grift-nuils^  and  a  flax-mfll,  ibme  time  fince  erefted  by 
Thomas  Barnes,  Efq.  but  now  gone  to  decay. 

The  river  Nanny  takes  its  rife  near  Navan,  and 
running  in  an  eaftarly  direftion,  ihapes  its  courfe 
through  the  romantic  glen  of  the  Diamond-rock,  and» 
meandering  at  the  foot  of  the  extenfive  amphitheatre 
formed  by  the  bending  of  thofe  lofty  hills,  it  enters 
the  elegant  and  highly  beautified  demefne  of  Somcr- 
vHle,  the  charming  and  hofpitable  refidence  of  Sir 
Marcus  Somerville^  Bart.,  where  it  opens  wide  into  a 
grand  and  diverfified  expanie^  on  whoie  furface  a  va- 
riety of  wild  water-fowl  are  conftantly  feea  enjoying 
M  the  prhril^d  fecurity  of  domeftic  animals ;  thence 
proceeding  to  the  fea,  it  affiurds  fites  |o  three  flour  and 
feveral  grift-mills  in  its  courfe, 

It 

*  This  river  feme  time  finpe  extended  itfelf  into  a  beautiful 
Ifieet  of  water,  covering  many  acres,  in  the  demefne  of  Dan* 
gan :  this  ^e  prefent  proprietor  has  now  aimoft  drained ;  hb 
p&c  for  farming  making  him  prefer  a  view  of  beautiful  fie^(U 
to  the  fin^ft  a<|uofe  fcenery. 
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It  18  fuppo{ed>  that  the  water  of  this  river  is  petu« 
liarly  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  bleaching,  but  from 
what  reafon  I  caanot  learo. 

A  linall  part  of  the  county  touches  the  fea  coaft,  bvt 
little  advantage  arifes  therefrom,  as  the  coaft  in  that 
part  is  principally  a  ihelving  fhrand,  with  little  or  no 
depth  of  water. 

If  we  except  a  fmall  part  of  Loughiheelis,  which 
bounds  the  county,  a  fmall  one  at  Lakeiield  in  I>enu- 
fore,  and  an  inconiiderable  one  at  Whitewood,  and 
that  already  noticed  in  the  demefne  of  Dangan,  now 
almod  draificd)  thefe  are  not  any  lakes,  ^or  any  ex- 
teofive  ibeets  of  water,  except  inch  as  are  raifed  by 
.^rt  in  the  demefiies  of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of 
the  county. 

Tbb  happy jdifpofition  of  the  boltlng-mUU  through 
the  county  proyes  of  the  greateA  advantage  to  thp  far- 
;0ier8,  bringifig,  as  it  were,  the  market  to  the  door  of 
etch  i  for  the  markets  bemg  generally  carried  on  by 
fample,  ioftead  of  what  are  called  pitched  oiarkets,  the 
farmer  bas  not  the  double  carriage  on  his  cdrn,  firft  to 
market,  and  tfaeace  to  the  mill;  or  if  he  fails  in  feUing, 
he  does  not  run  the  rifk  of  having  his  property  foiled 
by  rain,  or  any  other  cafualty  which  may  occuf ;  and 
as  to  the  eflfeft  it  may  produce  on  the  market,  by  the 
farmer's  withholding  or  produdng  the  fample,  accord- 
ing to  the  price,  it  is  but  a  coafideration  of  a  fecondary 
•  nature,  when  compared  to  combination  amongft  the 

buyers 
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buyers  and  corn-fa£lors>  who  are  few  indeedi  when 
compared  to  the  number  of  the  farmers,  and,  of  courfe, 
more  capable  of  combiniiigi  and  fixing  a  price.  Indeed 
onr  farmers  are  not  always  men  of  fuffident  capital,  to 
be  able  to  withhold  the  {ale  of  thdr  grain,  nor  have 
they,  in  general,  ftores  to  keep  it  in,  thongh  ever  (6 
well  inclined;  they  muft,  therefore,  firft  threih  for  the 
fodder,  and  then  mnft  fell  for  want  of  ftorage ;  but  in 
cafe  there  is  any  advantage  to  be  derived  in  the  fale  of 
grain,  on  one  day  more  than  on  another,  it  is  but  right 
that  the  farmer  ihould  have  it.   He  has  borne  the  bar- 
den  and  heat  of  the  day;  he  muft  pay  his  rent,  let  the 
crop  fait  or  mifs ;  h^  employs  the  moft  ufeful  members 
of  the  community,  an  hardy  peafantry ;  and  he  pays,  I 
may  fay,  all  taxes,  for  almoft  all  taxes  ultimately  fall 
upon  the  land  \  therefore,  in  all  well  regulated  ftates^ 
the  farmers  fhould  be  the  firft  objeft  of  care  wkK  the 
'  legiflature.    If,  when  the  farmer  brings  his  fample  to 
market,  his  next  neighbouring  miller  otfers  him  a  price 
nearly  equal  to  that,  which  one  at  a  diftance  will  give^ 
he  is  generally  preferred  on  account  of  his  propin- 
quity ;  of  courfe,  he  has  feldom  more  than  a  very  few 
miles  to  (end  his  com,  and  it  becomes  the  mutual  in- 
tereft  o(  the  neighbouring  miller  and  farmer  to  deal 
together. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 


STATJI  OF  PRQPERTY. 


Sect.  i.    EftaUs. 

THE  nmnb^r  of  reiident  gentlemen  in  tbecouaty, 
yr\io  hold  their  prppeirty  in  fee,  is  very  drcumfcribed, 
though  the  ppfleffions,  which  ^c  nuiiv>fflered  eftates, 
are  very  numerous.  / 

After  the  fnppreifioQ  of  the  rebelUon  of  1641,  and 
during  Cromwell's  ufurpat^on,  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
fA  the  county,  poflefling  eftateSi  bong  Catholics,  for- 
feited them,  and  theie  were  parcelled  out  moftly  to 
Cromwell's  adherents.  And  afterwards,  in  1691,  King 
William  not  having  it  in  his  power,  from  the  embar*- 
rafled  ftate  of  the  Britiih  finances,  to  reward  his  milt* 
tary  aflbciates  as  liberally  as  he  wifhed,  made  grants  of 
immenfe  traAs  of  ground  to  them  in  lieu  of  pay.  The 
tenure  under  thefe  grants  was  at  firft  coniidered  of  ra- 
ther a  precarious  nature,  which,  added  to  the  difturbed 
Aate  oi  the  country,  made  the  property  be  efteemed  as 
of  little  value. 

Thefe 
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.  Thefe  coofideratidns  proved  ftrong  indacements  to 
the  oti^al  grantees  to  wi(h,  by  ^ring  leafes  for  ever 
to  perlbas  of  fbme  fnbftance  refidiog  in  the  connty,  to 
eftablUh  a  property  for  themfelves;  and  happy  was 
the  man  coofidered  who,  at  that  tune,  coold  to  dUpofe 
of  the  property  thns  obtained.  The  perfbn^  who  vat 
able  to  procure  from  one  to  two  (hillings  per  acre,  was 
confidered  as  bdQg  fortunate.  Some  were  fb  iaoMW 
fiderate  as  to  fell  the  grant  for  a  mere  trifle ;  and  oat 
eftate  In  the  county^  we  are  told,  was  ^ven  by  a  cor- 
net of  dragoons  to  a  blackfmith  for  a  fet  of  Ihoes  for 
Us  hofffc^  when  marcbhig  through  the  connty.  Sq 
anidons  were  the  proprietors  of  thefe  eftaiesy  for  the 
foft  fifty  years  after  the  revolution^  to  fecure  a  pro^ 
perty  to  thdr  children^  that  it  has  frequently  happenedi 
when  a  landlord  was  letting  his  eftate,  diat  he  infifted 
on  ^ving  the  tenant  a  perpetuity;  happy  ignorance  of 
futurity  for  Ireland!  How  many  thoufands  of  pounda 
would  be  yearly  drawn  from  this  country,  more  than 
js  at  preicnt  the  cafe,  had  the  EnglUh  proprietcar  fuf* 
fered,  by  granting  determinable  leafes,  inftead  of  per* 
petuides,  his  property  to  reyert  to  Mmfelf,  referving  to 
his  fucceflbrs  the  power  of  re-letting  at  the  improved 
value  ?  As  the  proprietors  in  fee  of  two-tUrds  of  the 
county  are  abfentees,  were  fuch  the  cafe,  the  principal 
part  of  the  real  property  of  the  county  would  now  be 
expended  in  London,  Bath,  or  fome  other  place  of 
public  amufemem  .in  England,  by  perfons  vhoie  indi& 

ference^ 
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ference,  as  to  the  conditioii  of  their  iAttstn,  aitj  the 
jituatioa  of  their  tenantry,  is  not  to  be  pardkled  in 
any  country,  and  who  merely  ieek  for  their  rent,  wlth^ 
ent  ever  vriflung  to  amend  the  circuttlhtliceS  of  th6(b, 
who  produce  it.  For  though  money,  like  "^ut&r,  ts 
ftid  to  find  its  own  level,*  y«l  this  tialces  (bme  tlftie,  and 
tfaongh  we  muft  feel  the  pr^fent  rdglilaT  anntiil  df«Hft, 
we  arc  often  a  long  ^me  beibfe  we  perc^iFe  Ifa6 

-  There'  can  bfe  no  better  illnftratibft  of  rfife  ^hjtfki 
ri^n  by  takmg  a  view  of  thole  prettied,  vt^iofe  pto* 
pfietors  refide  in  the  couiftry,  and  diofe,  that  at^  coo* 
dolled  by  agents.  The  landlord,  when  livtag^  aii^gft 
his  tenantry  (to  fay  nodiing  of  the  good  ariiing  from 
the  mere  confompcion  of  hii  famiiy,  atul  empldytnent 
^f  the  poor),  can  diftingulft  the  induftrloas  aAd  Im- 
proving tenant  from  him,  who  impoverishes  his  gronnd^ 
and  neglcfts  his  bufinefs  5  and  can,  by  preferriiig  the 
one,  and  difcountenancing  the  other  (not  to  menticm 
the  tbOn&nd  namelds  ways  of  doing  good,  >x4iich 
every  day  prefent  themftlves))  In  a  fliort  time  fo  alter 
the  face  of  his  eftate,  as  to  give  it  an  a|)pearance  to« 
IdJy  dilRr«ttt  from  what  Xve  every  day  witnefe :  Aefe 
things  are  iiever  in  the  power  of  an  agent  to  do ;  all 
he  loolcs  to  is  to  receive  the  rent,  and,  when  a  farm  Is 
Mt  <if  leafe,  he  adver^fes  and  re-lets  it,  with  little  of 
BO  preference  to  the  improving  tenant,  more  than  to 
Um,  who  itopovetiftics  hfe  ground ;  and  the  landlord 

in 
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ia  this  cafe)  though  i^Ued  fo  oa  the  fubgcA^  from  a 
want  of  perfimal  knowledge  of  his  teMat,  or  even  of 
his  property,  muft  take  hearfay  informatioa,  or  what 
arifes  from  recomffleadatioa  (which  h  generally  iatei- 
refted),  for  his  rule,  and  thus  be  unintendonally  ai^uft. 
But  to  Fetorn  to  the  fubje6l,  the  perfons,  who  re- 
ceir«l  the  property  from  the  or^nal  graatees  in  pem 
petiuty,  wifliins^  in  the  then  di(l;urbed  ftate  of  the 
couotfy,  to  eftablilh  themielves  firmly,  and  iacreaie 
thdr  fn^poQCC,  let  large  traAs  <^  their  ppAeffions  at  a 
{mall  advanced  rent,  perhaps  from  eighteen  peace  to 
three  (hillings  per  acre  i  ia  ibme  iaftaaces  even  thele 
floicn  r^-kt  for  ever ;  but  in  Bu>ft  cales  the  third  ma% 
from  the  perfon  in  fee,  made  the.  determimbleleai^ 
and  holding,  in  general,  at  from  three  to  fix  (hillings 
per  acre,  is  confidered  the  proprietor,  and  his  property 
firangely  mifnomered  his  eftate ;  his  is  moft  commonly 
the  beft  intereft  of  all;  and,  from  letting  the  property 
tcrettf  aad  takh^  advantage  of  the  rife  of  laadi  hs  in- 
dcreafes  fab  ittcome  yearly. 

.  Although  this  b  geoeraiiy  the  ftatfe  of  pmpeity  .ia 
the  connty,  yet  we  have  many  lafUates  of  teaaots  ia 
pofleffioa,  holdfl^  immediately  under  die  poffisflbr  <3f 
th6  foe,  both  in  perpetuity  aad  deternnnadon  ^  the  foi^ 
mer  at  different  rents,  from  fix  to  fifteea  ftdliDg^  pck 
acre ;  aad  the  latter  at  the  foil  impro^d  vaibe  of  tkr 
land,  at  the  time  of  its  bemg  let. 

This 
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This  kind  of  nuddle  men)  each  pofleiSag  a  better 
itatereft  than  their  landlord^  are  only  to  be  met  wkh  ia 
Ireland,  and  th&t  for  the  reafons  before  ftated,  tiz. 
that  almoft  the  >vhoIe  of  it  was,  at  (Mbrent  periodt^ 
/(Wrfdted  land.* 

Alienation  of  property  is  becoming  every  day  icfe 
frequent;  fo  that,  fr«m  having  a  perpetuity  prefled  oa 
a  tenant,  it  is  now  next  to  a  thing  impoifible  to  get 
pofleifion  of  even  as  much  land,  for  ever^  as  would  in- 
duce one  to  bnild  upon,  and  eftablifli'luni&if  in  the 
county. 

The  fee  of  Mteath  is  principally  abicntee  property  ; 
I  think  fevcn-eighths  of  the  anfwcrs  to  my  queries 
were  to  that  ^&&. 


Sect.  a.    Tenures. 

'  Im  treating  of  the  foregoing  fobjeA,  I  nece/Tarily 
mentioned,  in  fome  degree,  the  nature  of  the  tenures 
of  the  county ;  but  as  there  are  many  gradations,  from 
the  poflesflbr  in  fee,  to  the  tenant  in  polfeffion  paying  a 
rack-rent,  which  more  properly  belong  to  the  head  of 
<<  Leafes,"  I  Audi  referve  my  remarks  on  the  fbbjeft 
for  that  particular  part  of  this  work,  and  merely  pro* 
eeed  to  ihew,  that  there  are  few  or  no  properties  held 

at 

*  The  Marquis  of  Lab^own  has  66,000  acres  of  eitate 
in  the  eouoty,  which  he  ner^r  has  ieen. 
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« 

at  prefent  by  fbccage,  or  gavelkind,  though  many 
landlords  exaft  what  they  terqi  duty  work,  duty  yarn, 
duty  fowl,  &c.  together  with  the  ufual  fum  m  money, 
which  is  certainly  the  dregs  of  the  feudal  fyftem, 
much  in  ufe  before  the  revolution,  but  fince  that  time, 
from  the  change  of  property,  and  the  lords  of  the 
manor  bdng  generally  abfentees,  almpft  entirely  done 
away;  indeed,  I  believe,  there  has  been  but  little 
of  that  tdnd  of  tenure,  fince^Meath  reverted  to  tho 
crown,  which  happened  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
fourth,  by  the  marriage  of  an  heirefs  of  JeneviUe,  Lord 
of  Meath,  to  Mortimer,  Earl  of  Afarch,  and  fb  by  mar- 
riage defcended  to  the  crown.* 

In  Ibme  inftances,  where  leafes  are  made,  (though  I 
muft  acknowledge  they  ,are  very  few)  the  right  of 
commanding  all  freeholders  voices,  upon  elections  for 
the  county,  is  referved. 


CHAP. 

*  Appendix,  No,  3. 
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CHAP-  III. 


I^UtUMNOS. 


Sect.  l.     Houfet  of  froprietorsm 

'  'THERE  arc  io  this  county  twelve  noblemen's  feats, 
befxdes  many  comm<klious  and  elegant  manfion  honfes, 
belonging  to  the  refident  gentlemen  of  large  property, 
fomc  farming  the  whole,  fbme  a  confiderable  part,  and 
Ibme  only  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  their  properties. 

Thofe  houfcs,  that  have  been  lately  built,  are  accord- 
ihg  to  the  ftrifteft  rules  of  modern  architefture,  in 
which  lightnefs  and  elegance  have  been  ftudied  with  fuc- 
cefs;  thofe  of  more  ancient  date  are  generally  larger,  but 
not  in  any  degree  as  well  planned,  either  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  occupier,  or  in  refpeft  to  external  ap- 
pearance, arifing,  perhaps,  from  the  diiferent  parts  of 
the  houfe  being  built  at  different  periods,  according  td 
the  tafte  and»ftile  of  the  times,  in  which  it  was  fo  built. 
The  offices  of  the  mddern  built  houfes  are  compaft 
and  Convenient;  thofe  of  the  more  ancient  buildings 
are  draggling,  covering  an  immcnfity  of  ground,  with 
fittle  or  no  convenience*    The  objeft  of  the  ancient 

improver 
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improver  was,  to  be  fmothcred  in  trees,  to  prevent  his 
{eeing  <<  the  nakednefs  of  the  landi"  and  to  obtain 
(belter  in  an  unfbeltered  country  ^  that  of  the  mo« 
dern  improver,  to  be  feen  in  the  midft  of  a  fpad- 
ciotts  lawn,  commanding  an  extenfive  view  of  a  rich 
and  cultivated  country;  to  efFe^l  which,  his  pIantation« 
are  extended  to,  and  fituatcd  at  a  diftance  from  the 
houfe,  and  his  offices  occupy  as  fmaU  a  fpace,  and  yet 
are  as  convenient  as  poifible,  though  fituated,  perhaps, 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  houfe. 

To  give  a  particular  defcription  of  every  building, 
or  improvement  of  note  in  the  county,  would  very  far 
exceed  the  circumfcribed  liiaits  of  this  work,  and  is  a 
taik  of  fttch  a  nature,  as  I  fhould  never  be  capable  of 
performing;  many  of  them  pofleiling  beauties,  both 
from  nature  and  art,  far  exceeding  my  powers  of  de- 
fcription ;  and  though  ever  fo  ably  defcribed,  no  ufeful 
confequence  could  arife  therefrom.  I  ihall,  therefore, 
decline  entering  on  thb  fubjeA,  and  proceed  to  report 
on  the  ftate  of  the  farm  houfes  and  offices,  any  infor- 
mation refpeAing  which  I  look  upon  as  of  more  ma«^ 
terial  moment  to  the  Sodety,  and  the  community  at 
large,  as  to  them  their  attention  may  be  diredled  with 
fome  pronufe  of  advantage. 


Sect. 
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Sect.  2.     Farm  hotf/is  and  officer* 

That  defcription  of  men,  whom  I  Ihall  here  ftyle 
the  common  farmers,  confifts  of  thofe,  who  occupy  from 
twenty  to  one  hundred  acres,  and  ,in  a  few  inftances, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  ground,,  at  the  fair  value 
between  landlord  and  tenant;  and  this  clafs  is,  I  think, 
with  r^fpcft  to  their  circumftances,  worfe  lodged  than 
any  part  of  the  community.  There  is  no  point  of  rural 
cconomyv  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Society  might 
be  more  ufefuUy  direfted,  than  in  endeavouring  to 
promote  the  comforts,  and  trying  to  meliorate  the 
condition  of  that  moft  uleful  body  of  men,  with  refpeft 
to  their  dwellings  and  offices.    Their  houfes  arc,  for 
the  moft  part,   extremely  wretched,  and,  in  general, 
this  arifes  from  too  great  a  burden  being  thrown  by 
the  landlord  upon  the  tenant ;  and  to  hope  to  fee  any 
material  improvement  effefted,  until  the  prefent  fyftemt' 
is  totally  changed,  is  vain  and  fruitlefs. 

When  a  farmer,  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  enters 
upon  a  new  farm,  he  generally  has  a  houfe  and  offices 
to  build,  perhaps  the  whole  to  fence,  and  thb,  upon  a 
leafe  of  twenty-one,  or  thirty-one  years,  a  term  now 
generally  confidered  good.  It  is  not  to  be  expedted 
then,  that  the  tenant  upon  fuch  a  tenure  will  build 
with  the  moft  durable  materials,  nor  put  himfelf  ^o 

any 
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any  extraordinary  trouble  or  ext>eDce»  in  procvHlig  die 
moft  improved  plan.  •  He  bnilds  that  fame  kind  of  a 
low,  mnd^-waU^  dark,  dirty,,  and  finoaky  tenement^ 
which,  under' the  iame  fyftem,  his  father  lived  in  1>^ 
fore  him;  in  which  he  was  reared,  and  to  wl^b» 
from  cnftom»  he  is  fo  familiarized,  as  to  be  blind  to  its 
inconvenience;  Jio  this,  hpde  he  adds  a  liable  and  cow* 
honfe,  of  the  fame  materials.  His  barn  is  often  fottnd- 
ed  with  lime  and  Stone,  to  guard  a^^nft  vermin,  bnt 
the  fame  precantiont  in  erefting  ftaoda  for  corn  is  not 
To  generally  put  in  praAice.  Theie  however,  I  mnft 
admowle^i  are  gaining  gronnd,  in  proportion  to  the  > 
experience  of  their  utility. 

Thefc  fan»>hotiles  are  generally  formed  ftofA  tiie  - 
earth,  or  dayi  of  the  furface  of  the  fpot,  on  whkh  they 
are  buQt|  i9»' order  to  fave  the  expence  of  carrying  it 
'  from  any  diftaoce;  hence,  the  gronnd  floor  b  com*- 
monly  fix  or  eight  inches  below  the  level  of  the  fur- 
face,  outfide  the  walls,  and  confequently  fubjeft  to  all 
the  unwhottfome  effcAs  arifing  from  damp,  to  which 
the  whole  family  are  In  a  great  degree  fubjeft,  from 
their  ftraw  beds  being,  in  moft  inftanceis,  placed  upon 
the  bare  floor,  without  even  a  mat,  or  bedftead,  to  pro- 
tcft  them  from  its  influence.    In  thefe  honfes,  a  fecond 
or  boarded  floor  is  fcldom  fecn  or  thought  of.    This 
farm-houfe,  and  thefe  offices,  (eldom  laft  longer  than 
the  leaf^  frequently  not  fo  long,  without  propping  and* 
repairs,  fo  that  the  farm4ioufe  tumbles  when  the  ieafe 

F  expires; 
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h%  ^finl^^:  Mt  m'thbi'VjAetVitg  ..of  :tUefeugi;<mDfl8y' 
w^h^lm^rhts'oiccskpkd^  perhafps  i:  Arap^;erU  pref^i^  ' 

tctfim  &»&  1^9tgvo«n()i>  asd  list  ins  hdidc[gOvti>Tiiii^. 

thlft.mMyt.  blppea».  Ifau^:  puttiiig  Juiaifell:  upw  afr>c^m«. 
U|y  wj^t.^jven  bi()d«r$/ffiMr*  the  £mttv  fa]p:takiigawa^ 
tl)f^  le|{kpf«^ii  <tf  ^  gelid  fardiboufey  aodtreferving  las. 
ii|t>B^  Ir^tiMC  /than. aq>end. itf  "wbpst.  cofpai  or  laprk 
cwtbB<QCQj^rnBEif»]  siay'dqtme  him  of.  s  prpfiftjt  b- 
which,  perhaps,  he  and  his  faijoiij  were  refideov  ^wi|h 
ufMemflftd  johm^l'ri  for  a  fiuiet  of  fawn.  As  no- 
tl^fi|^  ^M^ribR^s*  t^  the  farmerfs  coiBforr  and  oop^Cf  ^ 
nnof^,  Qr  ^^^ibkt  bim>ta  pBrfue.  hit  occupatfon  ^ith.; 
grfiftjer  faoiitjl,  'aod.  of  tiouffe  iafcrpftfetbU  -yrpftt^* 
m^rd  thiitf..g<>Qd.^mliw«li  iiifpofed  bwljfings,  fo  there 
ia(  «o,pb(}effti,  tQjwbiob  tlwi  attenliw  of  th*f  Iwdlprjd 
ong^  to.  be  direft^.  W>ra.  flfrpi^yj  or  wjiicfe  >wtt;  re- 
pj^y  t^at  at^6f^io]|  moiie  a^pLy.  Oor  no  acjcauat  flipuld 
tl^  tenf^  be,ae(;ei{itat^4.^  cxpendf  that,  o^^pkal  oa. 
hu^Pg,^'wh^ph  ^}ild  be  e^pjqyedi  ^/iipproviag  the 
f^ij,,  or  Uid  oiii^  ip  ftoc;^. 

h.is  th^^dpty  of  xb^  l^ndWid  to  provide, ;^1  tb^fe  aer 
Cf;0J^y  buUd^ngs^  and  ther^  aif^  few,  inAancesj  wb^re 
a^i^od  nnd.<;onvf;Qknt  boufe,:and  fet  of  o£ices,  wouid 
vfi^  brij^g  at  Ije^  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  money  ib 

expended 
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expended,  perhaps  I  fliould"  not  exaggerate,  if  I  laid 
twenty-five;  the  ifarm,  with  hbule  and  offeces,  witf  in- 
variably nave  three  bidders  for  one,  who  may  offer  for 
that,  which  has  not  thofe  conveniencies,  and  tHe  land- 
lord   may,  by  dilapidation  claufes,  (tfie  penalties   of 
which  fhould  be  flriftly  enforced  on  every  forfeiture) 
always  have  the  premifes  in  tenantable  order. '  A  great 
deal  of  th^  filth,  at  prefent  tobe  found'aboiHrtbe  farih- 
houfe,  is  in  a  great  degree  attributable  to  the  tenant, 
but  iDtich  more  fo  to  the  neglcfl:  of  the' landlord,'  in 
not  providing  for  him  the  means  or  cleariliners.*    As 
long  as  the  prefent  mode  is  coiitinued,  iif  having  the 
foddering  yard  In  front  of  the  farm-hou{e,  mftead  or 
having  it  in  the  rear^  every  exertion  towards  clearili- 
nefs,  in  the  houfeM'lfe,  will  be  friiltlefs;  for  though  a 
common  expreffion  prevails  aniongtt  people   of  this 
clafs,  that  "  where  there  is. muck  there  is  luck,*,  yet  I 
never  underrtood,  that  muck  was  or  neCeffity  to  lie  at 
the  front,   nor  that  the  farmer  and  his  family  mbula 
wade  knee  deep  in  it,  eveVy  time  they  went  ib  or  out 
of  the  houfe;  the  farm-houfes   may  literally  be  faid 
to  be  immerfed  in  excrement. 

Suppofe  a  gentleman,  having  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  ground  to  let,  would  lay  out  j^.icJo  inbuifd-* 
ing  a  nice  cottage,  two  ftory  high,  a  Itablc,  barn,  cow- 
houle,  and  corn-flands,  upon  the  moft  improved  plaii, 
is  it  tp  be  fuppofeJ,  that  he  would  not  get  two  (hillingff 
per  acre  raore  for  that  farm,  after  the  houfe,  &c.  were 

F  2  built. 
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buUt,  than  before  ?  And  if  he  laid  out  £'2o<^  upon  it, 
I  think  he  would  eafily  g,et  four  fluUiDgs  advance,  and 
haveiiis  houfej.at  the  expiration  of  the  leafe,  as  good 
as  the  firft  day;  foir  my  own  part,  I  would  foooer  give 
a  guinea  and  aq  half  for  ground  fo  convenienced,  than 
thirty  ihillitigs  without  the^  buildings. 

Sir  John  Dillon  has  built,  at  Lifmullen,  A  very  good 
farm-houfe,  fit  for  the.  refidence  of  a  farmer,  who  holds 
one  hundred  acres  of  ground,  ^hich  is  dated  and 
lofted,  aiid  from  the  c^ifpoliuon  and  number  of  the 
windows,  Calculated  to  fave  the  tax,  at  the  iame  dme 
admitting  fufiicient  light.  This  houle,  he  alTures  me, 
coft  iio  ttiofe  th^  tlxreat^  guineas ;  but,  as  he  procured 
the  dmber  from  his  own  deme&e,  a  great  laving  ac^ 
crued  to  him,  that  fhould  in  a  fair  ftat^ment  be  brought 
intd  account;  bowever,  from  every  calculation,.!  think 
fuch  a  hoiife.  could  be  built  for  about  ;^.4o*  Thk 
would  leave  ^^^60  for  tabling,  ^c.  wbich,  allowing 
them  to  be  thatched,  would  be  a  fufiicient  lum. 

The  late  Alichafi  Tifdall,  Elq.  of'  Charesfort,  al- 
lowed each  of  his  tenants  6ne  year's  relit  for  building 
a  fafm*houfe,  the  plan  of  wbich  he  iupplied  them 
with^  During  his  life,  thole  houles  were  kept  in  very 
nice  order;  but,  fincehis  death,  the  ocfcupierS  have 
become-  extremely  flovenly.  They  were  all  fough-cail 
and  white-wafhed,  which  gave  tbeni  a  chearful  ap- 
pearance, and  at  a  little  diflance  had  a  good  cfftd} 
and  they  were  cleaned  and  white-waihed  in  the  infide 

annually^ 
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annually,  as  much  for  comfort,  as  ^titi  an  intentloh  t^ 
prevent  the  generation  of  mfeifTious  difeafes.  This 
practice  Is  infifted  upon,  and  kept  'up  with  doe  obferv- 
ance,  by  Baron  Huflfey,  throughout  his  eftate  at  Ratlm 
kenny  *,  each  cottier's  dwelling  is  dean  and  comfort- 
able, haying  finall  gotfaic  windows,  which  give  them 
^  appearance  of  neatnefs  and  uniformity. 

The  firft  thing  to  be  looked  to,  in  laying  oqjt  9  farm- 
yard,  is  a  ftipply  of  good  running  wa<;^r ;  the  nixt  i. 
gentle  rifing  ground  for  the  dweUing-houle,  to  prevent 
the  accupiulation  pf  damp  i  and  then  a  prpper  place ' 
for  tl^  dunghill,  to  prevent  its, being  exhaled  by  tk^ 
jEao^s  heat,  or  exhaufted  by  th«  tub,  wafiiiiag  out  and 
Tunning  to  wafte  its  moft  valuable  qualities.  &y  p^y^ 
ing  due  attention  to  theff  three  points,  ^nd  having  the 
beds  of  the  farmcfr's  fjxtpiij  removed  from  the  grpund 
floor  to  the  loft,!*  puttiag  all  the  mn4ows  of  the  hou& 

^        ■'  -' '.      '    -     '  on 

**  It  IS  a  very  miftalK^  idea  of  eeoaomy,  t04miLi  bog  low 
hottfes,  (uch  as  we  generally  fee  the:  fimners  inhabit,  in  prefer- 
ence to  thofe,  which  are  fliorter,  aii4  motfc  lofty.  The  prtn* 
c^>al  expence  coofifis  in  tiie  roofing :  }£  every  difiulnntage  of 
thatch,  and  erery  advantage  of  dating,  were  taken  into  con»> 
fideration,  I  thinly,  at  tbf  end  of  twenty-one  years,  the  ilatipg 
WDuld  be  by  fSqr  the  cheapeft.  Againft  the  practice  of  thatch- 
ing n^uft  be  confidered,  the  lofi  on  the  fird  cod ;  }ofs  by  har- 
bouring yefn^n ;  Ipis  on  the  mai^ure,  pf  which  the  land  is  de- 
prived ;  lofs  on  the  want  of  profit  in  the  yofing  cattle,  that 
wpuld  have  eatep  the  ftraw  fo  ufed ;  and  lofs  of  the  above 
rvery  fixth  or  eighth  year  duripg  the  term,  befides  occafiooal 

repairs. 
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^potally,*  in  or^er  to  adm|t  thf  f/ee  circulation  of  air 
through  tfee  bpufg/^  j^ra^i^e  ^oX^^dtjfil  If^      to^j^t 

tbp  J^dlord  Vp^H:  %ye  the /^tis^aftiyp  pf, feeing 
deanUaefs>;and.  wiiJx  it  lje^th>  unrQ4ucp4  ^fi4  diifi^fcd 
amongft  his  teoaatry  j  aadj  thov^gjh  the  prefect  gencf^r 
491^,  jerhfps,  ccpijd  pp?  be  yreya^ed  qgc^^  tp  ac^opt 
jplc^^q^s,  yet  the  ri(ui|[  one  fl[yg|f^t,  from  hab^,  cqt^ 
tx^^^t^t  (ox  it.  ^  .  < 


r ;' 


repairs,  as  fcarcely  any  thatch  will  lafl  longer.  Againft  this 
wi^muft  fiS  flieS?ety^yeat  expence  ii  fhfe  firft  coft  of  flatiig, 
aod  Qikft  imacottfi^mtioii  Jthe  cAmffart,  through  the  whil^ 
g^d  U^itate^p^  if^pfMr j]^  tbf  roof  will  be  in  at  the  end^^ 
the  term.    ,   . 

*  I  have  tried  the  cottage  windows  on  hinges,  on  puUics, 
arid  6irVilidfig  fifarte/'iStt  ^ve  a  decided  preference  to  thfe 
Uift  mode^  The  v^kfi/oE  dl&  faioged  tfiil^  is  often  broken  -  iyy 
^  wind  clapping  it  to,  firom  the  neglect  of  fecuring  it ;  and 
the  pullies  of  the  lift-up  fafh  are  generally  Co  often  out  of  or- 
dcrl  j^uuItUsififh.  flaps <lin(m,'4uid  bbntmo^i breaks  the  glifs ; 
htit'tlif  (fafii^bf  itfareeftetbu^ad  by  two^^t  high,  (b  snade^ai 
ifait.onelTafh  will  iUt  |Mft  the  other  koti2toa%»! so*  vind 
itorpHj^sA  can  pofH)]y  fid>jcldt  it  t^  danger^-  being brokcpb 
Work^flibuM  be  Ib^x^quted  for  cabbm^'  that  ignorance,  n^« 
fft&fCT  tinhvndineft  could  have  no  efTbdt  upon  it. 


-«k» 
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Next  to  the  common  farmers, -the  hbciifhig  poor 
'  daim  ditf  tbftefifig  attetition  (^theSocfetyj fbr  though 
the  comforts' oif  the  latter  are  fdwet,  aad  thdt  haljita- 
^doiis,  i/pdfftik,*  mott  wreteh6<4  ifc'dii  thofe  aljovc  meh- 
doned,  yet  the  6ne  being  tfae^eniployer  of  the  other, 
W€  muft  firit'  hope  for  an  am^tnEbh^t  in  ^^h^t  relates 
to  him;  for  until  iinproveiijeidt  arrives  at  the  farmer's 
door,  it  can  never  pafs  on  to  thit  of  the  cottier.  * 

Theie  cabbins,  or  rather  kovels,  are  in  general 
wretched  beyond  deftriptlon  {  often  not  fofflddntly  cb- 
vercd  m  to  fceep  Out  rain  5  they  ate  all  built  With  mud, 
and,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  farmers  houfes,  the*  cliy^s 
taken  to  btdid  the  walb  from  tht  fpot,  on  Whldh  iftij 
are  raifed,  feaving'  the  fnrfece  of  the  floor,  and  the 
ground  imniediately  about  the  Alvalls^  the  loweft  part, 
and,  of  cbutfe,  Ihbjeift  to  receive  all  the  Surrounding 
damp;  f6  ttinch  lb,  that'  I' have  6ffen  gone  Into  a  cab- 
bin,  and  feen  a  hole  dug  in  the  floor,  to  receive  the 
water  coming  ia  at  th|^  ddcM^or  lisd^  the  foundation, 
from  whence  it  might  be  pailed  out  with  the  .greater 
cafe  when  cd^lefted, 

Qq.t)9s  :4jvq^  $9^  ii^  fmiif  moft  ^ntfusmlyi  d^> 
'^e»dly  wldgM!t<^  bedfte^i^  of  then  having  a 

loft,  except  in  ibS^n  cibbins,  wl>ere  the  ground  for 

building 
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building  on  is  more  valuable.  The  infide  of  their  huts 
is  as  filthy,  as  their  outward  appearance  befpeaks  them 
to  be;  this,  howev^,  m^ a  conflderable  degree  depends 
on  themfelves,  and  is  owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  a 
want  pf  exertion ;  b|it  the  whole  docs  ©o^  fpring  from 
this  capfei  groat  part  of  the  Wame  is  j^iic  tQ  ihe  laad^ 
lord,  and  mijght  be,  corrected  by  a  little  attention  in 
building  their  bo^fts  in  good  fituations,  aQd  keeping 
them  W4ter-fsift»  and  .by.,the  ejoforcciger^t  of  a  few  tri- 
fliag.  r^qjiula^ons,  fi^b  gs  ojbligiiog  thwn^i  wdcr  certain 
pcnaltjesy  to  open  their  ^yindows,,  turn ,  up  JtKdrbeds, 
and  otlier  d^jr  pbfervanc^  ii^  reljjpeft  to  cleanUnofs. 

The  clafs  of  cottagers  I  fpeak  of,  as  being  the 
pooreft  in  the  county^  are  thole,  who  are  not  attached 
to  any  farmer,  ov.,  if  they  are>  ^o  tbofe  ^f  the  loweft 
ord<r.  The  labouring  cottagers  immediately  under 
g(^ptkmc^*  generally  fajre  better;  their  houles  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  water-f^ft;  but  as  to, their-  hfiving  Ipfts 
X9  flecp  on,  proper  window?  either  for  Jlighf  or  venti* 
laiioUj  or  the  floors,  raifed  ^boyeJ  the  level  pf  the  imme* 
diatcly  furrpundipg  groufldjj  it  fcldpJO  fc  ^hf  (»fc.  Few 

0.:  "■. '  ■  .  r'.^.",:-  t;' :.■;;:::;•; -of 

>  Noteiy  a  rffidetti  gentkman*  J^        ' 

*  This  remark  does  not.  apply  to  .many.jgraziers  in  this 
county,  whofe  negligence,  as  to  the  (late  of  their  poor  la- 
'^urers,  is  (b  apparent  i&4be  kppeanute^  oF'iheir  houfes  and 
families,  that  a  ftrange^^yi^ting  this^  ^«9trf  nmftaDot  only 
wonder  at  their  pitiable  condition,  but  deplore  the  little  prof* 
pea  there  is  of  *  amendment. ' 
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of  them  have  thifl^neys/and  fewer  ftUl  have  any  other 
'  means  of  admitti6g  the  Kght,  than  by  openiog  the 
door,  or  a  fmall  hole  in- the  wall,  ft6pped  tip  occafioa- 
ally  with  a  bundle  of  ft  taw,  &c.  The  hog  is  gen^« 
rally  the  inmate ;  thef  hens  <:onftaiiily ;  and  H  ihey  aft 
pofleflfed  of  a  cow,  Ihe  alfb  is  nitroduced,  aad.beeoiiks 
^»e  of  the  filniily.       *     • 

it  woald  be  <3ttremely' wrong  in  tne  to  omit  mea* 
tiontog  here  choft  |>erion8,  who  have  been  attentive  to 
pro^e  comfortable  habiiadons  for  the  poor  on  thdr 
eftates.  Amongft  tbeTe,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Fofter* 
late  Speaker  of  the  Irifli  Hoafe  of  .Commons,  ftandi 
coofpioMoos.  On  that  part  of  his  eftate  between  Col- 
km  and  ^ne,  he  has  baiit  feme  very  neat  cottages^ 
where  ike  internal  comfon  of  the  cottager  t^  ftndied 
with  (occeft.  Brabaeon  Morris,  Efq.  has  built,  at 
Tankardftown,  a  very  good  range  of  labouring  tenants 
houies.  The  late  l^r  James  SomerviUe,  fome  time  be- 
fore his  death,  boKt  for  hh  labourers  a  range  of  csfb- 
bitts  near  Us  demeihe,  which,  for  neataefs  aad  caove- 
nieace,  miift  be  clai9ed'  among  thofe  moft  approved  of 
in  the  ceaaty :  each  of  thefe  has  a  garden,  and  an  out- 
office  for  a  pig  and  cow. 

-  The  cotders  on  the  Summer-hill  property  are  well 
lodged.  There  is  alfo  a  good  range  of  flated  cottages 
belong^  to  the  Marquis  of  Headfort,  at  Kolinainham 
near  Kells.  Guftavus  Laoibart,  Efq.  has  his  laboarlog 
tenants  well  lodged;  his  houfes  arobuik  in  one  taogey 

and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


74  :    STATISTICAL  .SURVEY       ^ 

and  two  ftory  W^.  Buf  the  tenfts^s  qF  Saum^  VfvsL* 
ter,  £%•  at  Afighery  have  pore  the  appeara^e  of  ragl 
.icomfpti,  tb^  tlKrffe  <m  aay  ^ft#ter  Aait  I  Hv^  i£ca  ia 
tb^  co^pmy,  bjf^e  ?id4iti(Gja  frf  a  g9pd  Jdtchen-gardcQ 
iQeacbfcioftfr.  JoboGe^ard,  of  <fii)fta!wii^Bftl,.ht8 

ever^  want  a  fecond.  floor.  I  do  i)0K:'uWkpiis^lj  re- 
..C«^ft  j«iy,otbcfs,  vfho  l^y^  ta^^n  par^cfU^r  jwfls  ta 
clodge  ih?ir  iW>r  wojf^  QopaiEwr^y:  tHw.Ji^i««ttfc^, 
.  al^q^gh.  many;  endeayour  tp  makc^  ,:tbfm «oro Hd€»Q|y 
^"m.  their  perfoasi.  >   .       ,  ;  \     .      . 

,ie?^'<$  q^^in.,    prt  crea^^,fickfl^f%  and  iiclinfe|i:f»- 

/verjly^  f qd  ifiCQ ^poverty  dlfrwrit*  ex§ni9i>j(  aad'w/wit,^f 

.»j^:jB9fftioa:  pro4i^^  Oi^t  :fta|f,;rf.  Q^itoi^  -^^e  ^ccy -day 

^witi)e%    ]Fe\y2  lif  ho  are  acqu^ali^  with  lb«  waMoa 

^o£  the  lower  ojrder,  but  Jimft  ad^QQ^frl^}^  tbd  droad- 

.f»l  wr^t^dne^,  arifii^  ffo^thp  repp^ted'  attacks  df 

.^fpftiou^  fcyST,  to  wbicb  they  ^^e'  fijbjeft.    Wh«i 

.9ii((^^tgf^s.  finia  foo^g  in  tiie  hoia&i  it  geoeirally  vtfts 

^i^vcry*  ifidiiidual.  of  the  feroSy^  ftwue  pechaps  twioti 

.f§lli^.  o£ii¥0^r,;  aad  it  does  bot  imfrgqiiiaiiliy  happen 

that,  by  the  viiitation  of  this  calanfity,  the  man  o£  the 

h^yii^t  on  whok  labour  the  fubfiftenice  of  the  iamily 

dfp^ds^  i^  prevented  from  working  for  eight  or  nine 

weeks  toge^er,  aad  generatLjr  in  that  fi»fi;m.  of  the 

j{f;4rj  vJ^ea.  tbcs  demand  iorkbovcers'is  greatoftjii^a. 

,^og  aodaUKunli. 

When 
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Sir* :  we  \iz^\  thq  fp^^*"  Thi?  fcrer  moft  •  co^uapofy 
or^^^tqs^  ^dh  ^gfa4ered  in  ^abt)m8^  wber^  feyer^l 
oj^  ^le  family  ttc^p  ^c^cffbcr  oi^  ijifi,  grow»d  Hoor,  .^ 
vfber^  a  iree.  dcc^ticui,  of  the  fr^fli  ^  is  n^  c[dmktQil 
d^y^thcoog^  the  bwl^^  The  clof<?  €#9yi%:  ari$i^ 
from  ^«pibq:s  pf  ,J5he|^iflyytb^ 
da«afi.fi[om  % ilppr^.  ;4d<id  bf  w«iiiof  de^iliflf^  ia 
tl;i^r,jp^o9^  lafl^^oiHI^,  <b^  thqie«d0:lpf:dMeii|. 

bodies?  of  t^  baoif^r  sl^  "w^  6tmi»J9S^f^fpe^ 
ti\m  pcftib^tial  inif^iq^  B^liapff  .tj^iioi^  ^  whdp 
yiUageu*  I  am,  0;,T^g[i^i^i  l^  ibe  idf»L  pf  iti  oijp- 
na^c^g^a  ^irt  ?^n4  f^qi^^r.byia  v^J-tai^o.&fli  th*t 
tl^.fev^r  fc^4q»  fQr  mnr .  $rigffi^i  ii^Mrdfi^, :  'WflWP 
the  inhabitants  ileep  ippj^  ^^»:  Pfiinr^.  !DQfi».  c^rcffll 
to  ^ipit  the  fire(b;4c  to  i^iFKiiiAtiefi:^  Ji^iKniek  thdr 

V  .^:;yerfea$ 

♦  I  have  been  told  the  fraell  arifiqg  from  any.  qttM^W  of 
potatoes,  kept  iii  the  houfe  in  Ipring,  wheft  beginning  to  put 
forth  theJr  fhbots;  b**Tery'conducive  to'tlie  origination  of  in- 
g^ajbn^  Tp  toftaihe:the^r  jftpygnaicd  by  the  valour  ai(^flftg 
fippt;4ewe4T5g5Jjiblfg>  hjpl^^  ^  SWft<lf^*  ^W?«P% 
deleterious. 
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Pcrfons  iiving  in  a  higher  fphere  of  life  are  not  fo 
generally  fubjcft  to  the  hifeftiori  as  th^  lower  dafi  j 
even  fcrvants,  livmg  in  gentlemens^-honfes,  fbldom  en- 
*  gender  this  kind  of  fever,  and,  though  lent  into  the 
cabbins  where  it  rages,  hardly  ever  bring  home  the  in- 
feAion ;  from  which  it  niay  be  feirly  inferred,  that  it 
in  a  great  meafure  Originates  in  want  of  deanlinefsy 
poverty  of'  fcx>d,.  and  the  confequent  deprefflon  of  fpi- 
rits.    It  Is  likeip^ie  a  gener^  cafk  that,  where  yon  fte 
a  eabbio  neatly  kept,  yon  may  condnde  that  th^  family 
are  thriving,  and  in  good  heafth^  and  vice  vcrfa,  ' 
«    ^be  yearly  rent  of  thcfe  cottagea  varies,  according 
■to^htlr  ftiaiie  of  repair,  garden,  cbiktigirfty  to  feog  or 
-aikrket  td<\viid.    They  are  generally^  let  from  ofle  to 
^tm6  gainfeas^  ye*^Iy>  *nd,  where  the  garden  exceeds 
-Arce  or  fouf  perches  in  extent,  they  go  to  two' guineas 
-and  a  h'allF.    l%e  rent  of  cottages  attached  to  a  fkrm, 
•whoib  occupier  works  with,  and  isf  bonnd  to  the  far- 
■ilier,'I  (hall  mendon  under  the  head  iof  JTages,  as  the 
houfe-^ent  Is  itoclud^Ain  the  wages.   • 

I  ihoAld  be  viery  foriry,  in  the  foregoing  general  ftatei. 
ment,  to  be  acciifed  of  precltiding  exceptions.  In  the 
county  are  many  inftances  of  tmcooimon  neatnefs  and 
tafte  about  farmers'  houfes,  ^nd  cWnlinefs  in  cottages^ 
and  that,  too,  upon  farms  not  exceeding  the  number  of 
acres  fpecified  in  the  foregoing  ftatement.  But  then 
they  have>  for  the  moft  part,  better  leafes  than  thofi 
ttendoned,  or  hold  under  landlords^  who  are  known  to 

give 
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give  a  decided  preference  to  the  tenant  in  poflfeffioni  or 
to  thofi:  who  are  known  to  improve. 

I  (hall  here  venture  to  fubmit  a  plan  of  a  doable 
cottage,  upon  a  fmall  fcale,  to  be  executed  at  a  trifling 
expence,  calculated  to  be  eafily  ventilated,  and  to  ad- 
mit of  a  (econd  ftory  for  the  fleeping  apartment. 

In  thb  fubmitted  plan,  every  two  cottages  have  a 
conmion  back  door ;  and  thofe,  who  do  not  fludy  the 
outfide  appearance,  may  have  a  common  front  door 
aHb.  Each  cottage  has  a  cellar  and  kitchen  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  two  fleeping-rooms  above  ftairs. 
The  chief  advantage  of  having  cottages  double  is,  that 
there  is  an  end-wall  faved,  as  dtree  end-walls  will  an- 
fwer  for  two  cottages,  and,  by  building  them  fmgly, 
each  muft  have  two;  and,  by  having  only  two  toge- 
ther, the  upper  ftory  of  each  may  be  fighted  from  the 
end-wall,  which  muft  be  raifed  two  feet  higher  than 
the  ftde-walls. 

In  plan  No.  2,  the  cellar  is  divided,  and  a  door  is 
left  to  open  to  the  rear  of  the  houfe ;  this  will  ferve  as 
a  cow-iioule,  and  is  capable  of  holding  two  cows.  The 
cellar  in  this  cafe  is  only  fix  feet  by  feveH;  in  the  other 
it  is  fourteen  by  feven  j  in  every  other  refpeft  the  plan 
is  the  fame.  Theie  two  cottages  may  be  butit  in  fitu** 
ations  not  unfavourable,  for  about  fifty  pounds  fter« 
ling.  I  have  e:kecmed  one  upon  thb  plan,  and  may 
fafely  alfirrt, 'that  its  comfort  and  appearance  have  ex- 
ceeded my  expe2tapdoQ8. 

CHA?. 
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Mibt  OF  dctvpArion. 

Sect*,  i.     Size  of  Farms ^  and  CharaEier  of  Farmers, 

.  TpE,  cxtept ;  qC  feffli?  Jp  ^th^f  cwW.  diffesi  :m^^ 
riaUy^beingfwn§  o^^evdryfizcj^.from  tWicmy^tp  ^yq 
luuidred  or  one;  thoi^iaf  d  acr€s» .  T^e;  giei?^r4.  .^^Pmc^t 
of  tbofe  divUioQ%  59lkdto|>ya4?»d^  i^e  from  twp^  ta 
fy^  hundred  acrefyrt^D^  were:  ofjgjiiajiy  .that  prof^tioo 
of  ground,  which  was  found  to  feed  four  hu|rfr^ 
cows.*  This  mode  wa^  extrci9dy  c^roneqas,  a^^tij^y 
portions  of,  thofe.  farms,  which  at  aform^  .p^^iQd. 
were  empgiibned  by  ftagnant  w^^er,  ar^  flp^^  profiN, 
able,  nay  ^yeagood  arable  grqu;^,  of  cfurfe  capable. 
9f  fatfc^i^iqg  a  great<?ir.  xiumber  of  qows,  t|ian  when  in  a 
llatc  of  naij^jre/       . 

Aithoijigh^nany;  farmers -hold  only  apart  of  a  towi;^- 
I^IA^  yet  there  axe  others,.whfo  ocqj(py;ipa?y;towa-i 
\?s4h  fo  ^^  ^  15  very  diffiorfj  to  ftr'4^.  if  n^ft^i^wg?,:. . 

The  perfon,  who  provmcially  goc^^fey;th^  aapg^ofc^j 

*  Appendix,  No,  4* 
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^ang  father,  hdlds  from  one  to  three  hundred  acres ; 
thtJ^j  *  who  HsLVt  more,'  are  generally  ftyled  grazierSf 
and  are,  both  from  their  education  and  intercourfe  in 
life-,'  efteeiried  of  fuperidr  rdnk  to  the  farmer,  and  do 
not  v!fit  or  affociite  wkh  him,  further  than  is  requifite 
for  the  tranftftton  ol"  bofmefs. 

Graziers  hold  ifnmetife*  trafts  6f  ground  in  their 
own  handsi'fcattered  up  ind  down  through  the  coun- 
ty; f6me  farmsr  are  perhaps  fifteen  miles  from  the  occu- 
pier's place  of  refideiicfe ;  iA  fuch  cafe,  it  is  hard  to  cx- 
peA,  that  he  can  mak^  as  much  ptofit  of  his  land,  fo 
circumftanced,  as  he  would,  if  it  were  fituated  all  toge-' 
ther  within  his  immediate  reach ;  nor  can  h6  make  fo 
good  a  profit,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  this  traft,* 
as  he  could  of  a  much  fmaller  one,  if  cultivated  with 
more  care  and  attention  j  not  to  mention  the  lofs  o^ 
intereft  on  the  capital,  neceffarily  employed  in  ftock, 
thofe  dlftant  farms  being  for  the  moft  part  grazed. 

Hehi^y  Daniel,  Efq.  holds  at  prefeiit,  I  believe,  three 
thotifand  acres  in  his  own*  hands'.  Thomas  Roth  Well, 
Bfijv  has  eighteen  hundred,  feefide  many  others'  of  Kke 
extent.  Brabazon  Morri^,*''Efq.  had,  for  the  Ipace  of' 
four  years,  one  thoufand  acffes  under  tfhe  plough,  fomc 
of  wMch-(and^  I  underftahd^  the  "greateflr  part)  was 
f(£)ur  mSte^'fr^oim  hfe  houfesr  notwithftanding"  which,  he 
drew  the  produce  of  his  corn  ground'  home  to  his 
pkce  of  fefidente.  He  has  aflhred  me,  he  had  the' 
produce  of  feVeB-  hundred  acres  of  com-liand,  antl  one 

hundred 
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hundred  acres  of  hay,  in  his  haggard  of  Taokardftown 
at  one  time,  beiide  three  hundred  acres  of  hay^  ao4 
fome  corn  at  his  diflant  farms. 

I  have  heard  it  afTerted,  that  large  farms  are  gene- 
rally more  produftive  in  the  grofs,  than  thofe  of 
fmaller  extent,  becaufe  the  large  f^rm»  are  generally 
occupied  by  men  of  capital,  who  make  greater  exer- 
tions for  their  improvement,  than  thofe  holding  farms 
of  a  fmaller  fize  \  to  which  opinion  I  mod:  readily  a& 
(ent,  when  I  compare  the  farmer,  holding  from  two  to 
feven  hundred  acres,  with  the  farmer  holding  under 
forty.  The  lands  of  the  one  are,  during;  the  term  of 
occupation,  in  a  ftate  of  progreffive  improvement  ^  the 
other  in  a  retrograde  ftate  of  impoveri(hment. 

Suppofe  three  hundred  acres  of  land  let  to  onp  far- 
laer,  with  capital  equal  to  its  management,  and  the 
fame  quantity  let  to  ten,  or  more,  with  fuch  capi^^l  as 
tBat  kind  of  farmers  generally  have^  and  that  a  regular 
account  yras  kept  of  th^  produce  brought  to  market, 
and  the  number  of  hands  employed,  tpg^tl^er  wkh  th<5 
fiate  of  improvement  when  coming  into  p^flefi^oa,;  ^d. 
at  the  end  of  the  term;  I  am  well  perfuaded  the  exten- 
live  farmer  will  have  contributed  more  to  the  general' 
^ood  of  the  ftate^  tbaa  thoie  of  kfs  ability ;  he  will 
have  fold  more  beef,  mutton,  wool,  a^d  cora,  and 
have  employed  more  of  the  labo^uing  peafamry,  a^d* 
of  courfe  contributes  more  to  the  increale  of  populations 
than  a  number  of  indigent  fmall  farmers,  pofleiTrng'the 

fame 
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fiime  extent  of  grounds,  aQ4  there  h  no  queltioa  of 
doubty  as  to  his  leavmg  the  farm  ia  a  better  coaditioos 
than  if  occapied  by  many. 

It  was  the  general  practicei  fbmc  years  fince>  (which 
in  a  great  meafure  ftiU  condniics)  when  amountatn 
was  to  be  improvedi  or  bog  reclaimedf  to  divide  it  int0 
finall  portionst  of  from  one  to  ten  acres,  and  to  let 
them  to  poor  labouring  people,  for  a  (hort  term  of 
years;  thefe  poor  beings  built  hovel3  to  live  in,  and 
w(Kked  hard,  to  make  this'fpot  prodoce  potatoes;  theo 
they  (owed  rye,  and  by  degrees,  perhaps,  made  their 
tenement  &pport  a  cow  for  their  ufe,  the  manure  of 
which  greatly  ai&fted  hi  reclaiming  the  remainder; 
when  this  term  was  out,  it  was  generally  let  to  Ibme 
one  peribn,  holding  the  adjacent  upland,  who  having 
capital  proceeded  upon  the  ground  work  laid  by  the 
finall  farmer,  by  liming  the  mountain,  or  putting  clay 
or  gravel  on  the  bog,  draining,  burning,  &c.  which 
foon  brought  it  into  fuch  a  progreffive  ftate  of  improve- 
ment, as  in  a  fliort  tune  repaid  the  capital  and  intereft, 
cHpended  in  this  way. 

.  We  generally  find  the  beft  grounds  occupied  by 
esuenfive  farmers  and  graziers,  and  where  you  fee  the 
country  in  the  occupancy  of  a  number  of  trifling  far« 
mers,  70U  may  generally  conclude  that  it  is  a  bad  vein 
of  land. 

Such  was  the  policy  of  the  nuddle  man,  ibme  years 
fince,  that  as  foqn  as  he  got  a  farm  into  his  poflfefnon, 

G  he 
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gti  iad^ancdd  rent)  to  WMtcHtct  tef^fite^'  luad  held  the 
remainder  of  the  farm^  by  th(4e  m^iiii^  at  fomethidg 
under!  %b9  brigli^^  fekt^'  tiie  o:>fifeqiiepce  of  ivhlch 
«raer,  that'thirtifi)mj>r<yredi^r€8of  thd  farm  revxained 
jboh,  aid  the  {>dor -parts  ^veri  made  fiSll  poorer  ^  thfe 
wreeched  poUcy^  I  am^  happjrto  fiiy,  is  iu  a  greiit  laea- 
ftire  01*  bf  pra^teek  ^  ;.     .  :. 

I  Jcfiow  of  no  olaft  <^  meo  in  fedetyi  of  greater 
Ubdraflce  to.agFlc«It\krM.iibprovem^ftt,'than  the  dafs 
€if  fatmeri,  vrKoliold  from  two  to  ten  acres  of  land, 
generally  at  a.  rack  rent,  and  who^in  their  proper 
f4ace,  wotild  bejBueh  more  happUy  eircfimftanced,  hi 
"workmjg  fiir  Ae  ^tenfive  ^rmer.  They,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  raif«  land  iabove  its  real  vahie,  in  order  to  get 
a  fiotiflgin  the  coontiy;  -and  to  enable  themfelvea  to 
pay  their  rent,  they  commit  depredations  all  around 

Th^v  horfe  and  cow  dre  continnally  trefpaffing  on 
the  grazier,  or  feeding  on  the  road  fide :  if  hay  k 
fcarcc,  the  hay-cock  or  flieep-rack  Aiifbrs;  if  the 
grakier  has  held  up  ^  field  for  early  grais,  clover,  &c. 
this  little  former^  hook  is  biifily  employed  in  cutting  it 
fcr  the  ufe  of  his  half  ftarved  cow  or  horfe  5  bedgea  are 
deftifojred,  and  fences  broken  down,  becaufe  it  Is  Ms 
intereft  to  have  all  things  in  common;  his  geefe  and 
■turkjea>  &a  are  fiire  to  be  (hewn  the  Way  to  the  com 
HeldS')  and  the  ditches  of  the  high  roads  are  fcoured 

for 
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for  manure,  until  lialf  tlie  roa^  is  taken  away,  and  then 
he  obtains,  tlirougt  the  intereft  of  his  landlord,  a  pre- 
fentment  to  repair  and  widen  the  fame,  to  be  treated 
in  like  manner  after  the  lapfe  of  a  year  or  two. 

In  the  fecond  place,  this  fpot  of  ground  is  never 
tilled  as  it  out  to  be, '  from  want  of  hbrfes ;  four,  per- 
haps five,  of  thefe  tormentors  of  the  earth  being  obliged 
to  join,  before  ^  plough  can  be  made  up,  thefe  plough 
alternately,  and  from  the  time  they  commence  their 
operations,  until  the  fowing  is  finifhed,  they  are  con- 
tinually difpudng  about  the  work  donej  whole  turn  it 
is  to  have  the  united  force  next,  and  each  accufing  the 
other  of  making  his  horfe'work  than  he  fliould,  and 
(by  tying  up  tight  in  the  yoking,  and  other  petty  con- 
trivances) fparing  his  own.  Such  difputes,  and  the  non- 
performance of  contraAs  with  the  unfortunate  la- 
bourer they  now  and  theii  employ,  have  occafioned 
more  trouble  to  me,  as  a  magiftrate,  (as  it  muft  have 
done  to  others  alike  fituated)  than  what  ariles  from 
all  difputes  on  other  fubjefts  put  together,  that  from 
time  to  time  have  come  under  confideration. 

The  farmers,  who  hold  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
acres,  are  a  very  fober,  induftrious  body  of  men;  they 
themfelves  work  much  harder,  and  in  general  fare  very 
little  better,  than  the  common  labourer  or  journeymao 
mechanic. 

Thofe  from  one  to  three  hundred  live  comfortably 

and  well,  pay  clofc  and  conflant  attention  to  bufineft, 

G  2  ft^nd 
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fiand  condo^iatfy  over  their  men,  and  impfove  their 
grounds  by  gravel>  ditch  fcourings^  draining,  &c.  but 
ieldom  plant  quicks  or  trees  on  theif  ditches* 

The  farmer  and  grazier,  holding  from  three  to  fix 
hundred  acres,  is  the  man,  whofe  ground  is  in  the  moft 
perfeft  ftate  of  improvement.  That  quantum  is  fu£- 
cient  to  occupy  his  whole  attention,  that  is,  all  the  atp 
tention  he  is  willing  to  beftow  upon  it;  and,  I  believe, 
farms  of  this  extent  turn  to  the  greateft  ateount  for 
the  benefit  of  fodety,  when  the  occupier's  whole  time 
is  engageii  in  its  improvement  ^d  mam^ment.  I 
Ihould  ima^e,  that  no  one  man's  attention  b  fufiideat 
to  fuperintend  a  larger  farm  than  this,  (and  not  even  fa 
much,  without  it  is  fituatecj  contiguous  to  his  refl- 
dence)  fb  as  to  turn  it  to  the  greate/i  p^tbte  account^ 
although  many  graziers  will  infifl  on  it,  that  no  perfoa 
can  live  in  the  fiyle  of  a  gentleman  on  the  profits  of 
fix  hundred  acres  of  land;  fuch,  indeed,  was  the  old 
opinion;  land  and  ftock,  however,  are  now  rai&d  fb 
much  tft  value,  as  to  leave  it  almofl  out  of  the  power 
of  perfons  to  hold,  or  provide  flock  for  fuch  exf eniive 
traAs,  as  were  formerly  in  the  occupancy  of  one  man; 
and  (hey  now  perceive,  they  cafi  make  much  more  of 
thdr  grounds  by  letting  them,  than  they  ever  did  by 
grazing  them,  not  to  take  into  confideration  the  interefl 
of  the  capital  employed  in  ftock« 

We  have  few  inflances  of  fortunes  having  been 
made  by  farmers,  although  many  have  been  accumu* 

lated 
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lated  by  cxtcnfive  graziers;  but  the  fucccfs  of  the  Lit* 
ter  I  attribute  more  to  the  rife  upon  land>  than  to  aoy 
pther  caufe* 

It  is  a  common  faying,  and  I  bellere  founded  in 
truth,  that  a  man  cannot  mUkt  money  by  farming,  ex- 
cept he  is  at  i!ie  t^  of  Ids  plough,  and  attends  to  his 
1>i;i(inefs  vAth  dofe  and  unremitting  alfiduity.  llie 
farmer^s  property  is  cobtinualiy  under  Us  lervants,  and 
from  the  fowing  day,  tp  the  day  Of  delivery  at  the  miU» 
it  requires  his  unwearied  attendon;  as  well  to  protect  it 
firpm  th^  depredations  of  perfons  employed  in  the 
threihing,  winnowing,  &c.  as  from  the  many  cafualdes^ 
10  which  it  is  ftbjeftin  its  fereral  ftages.* 

Not  fp  the  grazier;  he  is  pretty  fore  his  beads  are 
fecure  and  thriving,  whilft  he  is  not  attending,  as  weU 
as  whilft  he  is;  and  if  his  £urm  is  well  fenced,  (whidi 
ought  to  be  his  firft  care)  and  the  key  of  the  gate  in 
his  own  pofTeffion,  he  may  be  pretty  certain  alfo  of 
not  ha^g  any  trefpaflers  upon  his  grounds^  whic]^ 
f^e  the  grazier's  greateft  anno^anc^ 


Sect.  ?.    Rintf. 

It  16  difficult  to  average  the  ftaie  of  rents  in  this 
county,  as  i^ey  are  found  varioufly  dromftanced,  m 
different  part^  of  it|  from  five  tafifty  ihtlliogs  an  acre. 

Thofe 
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in  j)e;petuitx>  immedifit;dj  aftcr^  the  otignal  gjrant.  Ift 
the  neighbourhood  of  towns,  fuch  as  Nava^i  ^nd  Kells, 
^i^Gi  r«at  h^  amouotejd;^<3j  four,,g^ipc|^5^ap^  fiye^unds 
jp^r  aq-e^  ^hat  i^^^^ioxft;^^^  fojr.  the  purpofes  of 

.feedipgf  nwkh.  q9^$  jan^  i^fe^::/?^  ffW*^?  fai^?8 
refiding  w  ibc  t;9;^n^ .  .P;:pup4§  ^yfjog.;  an  extcnfive 
right  of  turbary  |a,  the.  neiglJ?ourhood  of  to^^^  ths^t 
is>  within  thxep  mij^ea^lst  fer.Abp^e^.the^^i^^^r*^^^ 
bm  to  (;a^.this- 1)^  rcpf^pf.Jtbe  Jand,,iy;ctuJ4,^^ 
particular  qrcifmft^ces ,  i^  '!^^,;^^?q.^^?'-^f  ^?f 
fituation  jncrediblj},4?uo^ever  Iktle  ift^rm%ajlj{  vakmblf 
it  may  be  in  itfclfj  .^e^  faireft,  yay^t  thpr^orcij.  ^ 
jtrcatingjhifif  fubp^a^  ia,  to  iUte  wha^.^he/lafldpf;the 
county  wQul^.  Jbst  fojp.  at  prefent;^  wi^put  ti^i^.into 
^ca)unt  the  Jocalai^v^njagcp^whk:h^^  and 

frl|J?oJ(ing|it.tp-herallpptof  Ijf^^  and  ic^  ^^  Ictjto  re- 
^oi^fible  t^n^nts,.  whicb^fropj evfry^infor^atipa J, can 
KCdiye,^  ^pj^l4.  (iaclqfJing  z\l  qpm.if^o^Sf  m^unte^s, 
fwamps,  and  every jj^t  pfccpt  whaf  is  termed; high 
bog)  let  for  one  pound  five  fliillings,  fomc  fay  30/. 
per  acre  upon  an  average,  which,  fuppofing  the  coun- 
ty to  contain  300,000  acres,  after  deducing  27,900 
acres  for  bogs  and' Vaftes,  would  be,  at  one  pound  ten 
Ihillings  per  acre,  ;f  .450,000  yearly  for  the  county. 

R9iitsp«ireTiiai^]iaUb^i)lid  'miPaaaoyyiAC^ibiU^ nptes, 
M^hidbm^y  ftoW  hd'caUed  tb0j^rc^atui|;r  pfte^ttuaof 
the>  conQ^y.tia^cepc.^vbefe.  limdto^dsVAvifaterfiDrllto 
'' ,  .  carriage 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  IMS  COimtV:  or  AfSATH.  **7 

hooa  of  bbg§,  4dd^l^hMk|  ififfy  bli  c^taUkr€&  ^  d  f^ 
f^ut,  ad^  thitipek^^f  c^tdng-g^eralfy  ilfes'  id  t* 
iame  degree  a'^  the  valtreefkfldl'  -'   ...  -      -^ 

The  payments  are  made  haff  yeaifly,  ancf  l&elconfc 
due  the  firft  of  May  and  the  firft  of  November  in  each 
year;  that  due  at  May  is  paid  in  November,  and  that 
doe  at  November  is  paid  m  June  following;  fo  that  the 
tenant  generally  has  from  eight  to  fourteen  months 
rent  in  his  hWdsV  tttis'  ttibdti^  is^  fc'ppofltf  hf^me 
to  be  of  geh'^i^l  ^ikkikg^i^^iiii'  tli6  Unitdtis  ■  ^{litf. 
plVni;  tKat  it  iip^Y^i'  ilitii  6f  'die  Tnt^WftV  tlTit  tilf^tft 
•aerlve  frorA'^^UkSi  ft  catferf^ftfe  fii/fgffl^'hWyeW 
•JHje  faft  is,  thaf  a  capital  m  Ihfe'hatftP^  df  AVfaFtofet 
Is  of  far  nfii"^  general  iitility,  tHaii  What  mig4i?'^?ffift 
liefiippoiedj^jiot  oti^  himfeff;  'bill  fe  his  fandloi^rf, 
and  thole  employed  in  the  1  Aonous  part  of  huftstriifi^^. 
Grounds  in  the  liands'of  the  indigent?  farmer  are  gene- 
rally (een  to  Ee^in'a  u'ate'of  umm'proved  wfetc^ediie^^^ 
rendering  tlie  occupier  unable  tb^  pay' his  r'&tf  vfidl 
puriftuatity,  arid  inica'pable  of  Improving  tlieiV  niJurt^ 
whUft  thofe  poffiM'%f^tM's,  y»hl  Wi'Wii  t^4 
p6Wr  to  iriatndre,  and  improve' their  qualitf,  iki  fo 
'jJroduftive  as  to  repay  them  many  fold.  As  a  proof 
-rf  tHe^uSIttfyffliJ^  fe)itf  tfic  Brifli?f  pttKBWg:^com- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


U  STATI«T1CAI;  PURVEY  .  . 

mand  of  moQcy,  we  may  blUoce  on^fOodeflaQ:  pro* 
dnced  from  the  high  ptkc  ol  grain  during  tlie  mekuv- 
fcholy^deartfa,  that  ptfmd^^^M  the  laA  fpwg  and  fiua^ 
flier  months,  namdyj  the  groc^ter  mnnber  of  acre$,  that 
bare  been  manured  wkhtix  the  cQuniy,  and  other  im- 
provementSj  as  draiQifig,  ^c.  3cc.  in  a  proportion  fa,r 
exceeding  the  like  in.  any  y^x  fpr  a  lejigth  of  ^^ 
previous  to  the  prcfeiM;  „ 


Sect.  3.    Tithes. 

/tHCRE  are  v^ry  few  inftances  in  this  county,  of 
titb^  bou^  uken  in  kind,  and  that, only  where  the 
litheman  and  fa,rmer  di&gree,.  as  to  the  .v^^ue  of  the 
compolldon^  the  con]|K>fitiQiH  exqeptin  afewparilhes^ 
is  lb  very  reaibnablej  that  the.  farmer  ^oold  be  ex- 
|i;^i^y  niuoft  to  himfelf  not  to  fubmit  to  it,  the  twea- 
Ikth  part  b^ing  ieldom  demanded,  where  the  ten(th  is 
really  dne.  If  th^  der^  were  fure  of  recdving  the 
twentieth  in  caibi  they  ought  not  to  draw  their  tithe^^ 
and  It  is  never  the  farmer's  intereft  to  throw  out  the 
Jbeaf,  as.  the  term  is^  if  he  can  compound  even  for  the 
fiftc^nthi  fo  that  it  becomes  the  mutual  advantage  of 
hoth  farjncr  and  titheman  to  compound. 
.    Tithes  are  of  a  threefold  natore>*  appropriate,  im- 

prdpria^^ 

*  Appropriate  tithes  arc  thole,  ^ich  are  anotxed  to  the 
bilhoprick,  or  other  dignitaries,  and  may  be  leafed  for  twenty- 
one  years. 
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prop^iate,  attd  in  the  haads  of  the  iocttaib^t^  Wheo 
moDaftk  inflittitions  \tren  at  tlie  bigheft  pitch  in  Ire* 
land^the'^thes  of  fe^ertil  parifhes  w^re  laid  hold  on  hyt 
the  abbots,  whldi  at  the  reformatioa  were  feized,  to-? 
gether  vfkh  other  monaflk  property^  hj  the  crown, 
and  were  by  Henry  the  eighth  fpld  to  laymen,  inftea4 
of  rereridng  to  the  church,  to  which  they  naturally  be-, 
longed;  hence  the  lay  improprtale  prc^jty  in  .tithes.    ; 

Befide  theie  impropriate  tithes,  wbjiA  really  belong 
to  laymen,  feveral  clergymeo  have  let  t|ifur  tithes  to 
laymen;  fb  that  a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  titbea 
of  the  county  are  at  prefent  in  the  hands  of  the  laity. 

It  often  happens^  that  the  reAorial  tithes  are  in  laf 
hands,  and  the  vicarial  tithes  hi  the  pofleffion  of  the 
church.  The  refto^ial  titles  of  fame  parifliel  belong 
to  the  &e,  and  the  vicarial  to  the  incumbcftt,  fo  that 
it  is  inq>offible  to  g^ye  aqy  general  rule  concermng 
them.  But  as  compofitiooils  the  ufual  method  of  pay<i* 
ment,  it  will  give  the  beft  flatement  of  the  account  to 
mei^tion  the  general  amount  per  acri^  for  each  kmd  aS: 
grain,  ^hich  throu^  the  county  may^  I  thfik,  be  ave^^ 
^aged  at  about  from  eight  to  twelve  duUings  for  winter 
crops,  five  to  eij^t  lluUings  for  fpring  crops,  four  to 
feven  (hillings  for  meadow,  and  where  flax  is  charged^ 
it  is  commonly  rated  at  one  penny  per  perch.  Sbeq^ 
and  lambs  feem  to  be  the  only  articles^  which  have  jre-, 
mained  ftationary ;  the  rates  are  for  each  ewe  and  lamb 
itxpence,  and  for  wethers,  jf  fliora  on  the:prenufes> 

three 
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fbr^eor  four  pence  eadh;  if  o0t|  tiiK^  h  ftldc^tfkirgu 
ed  fof  them.  A  farm  is^  g&i^fMj  tonMtitdt  &  trbnAi 
ffltee  Mttbgs  tttott  p&r  aci^^ht  t&e  grol&,*fba^ibiiB^ 
ikie  pie^  thdn  tirh«a  fobjeftto  it. 
•  Excej^t  ito  two  paiMi«|,  tKe  sbove  feem  lb-  be  the 
iteragie  chtff^e*.  fo  thdfe  Hw^  however,  ^echai^gcs 
gtfeafly ^Kdeifcd:  t^ts-  ftatwnetoi,  aid!  are'  •firo^r  fix^to  t<*n 
fliiIfiBg&  foi'lii^^doifr,'ftoiQ<t¥rdve[t&  ft^enteeiif  QfiU^s^ 
Ibr  ^riiig'  cOT^j  ftfi'd  frMiiifce)ai't(»  tiirithty  fMHin^'for 
Water.  ^  The-'cbtife^tWbc^ii^  ttmt  the  paAfbioflBis  are 
d(MMiilitoUy  fet^lk^notit^  m  tte  inc^  to  tahd 

theiichelk  toml^  and  th^UtiCitHlbetit^  4r^  itr^retbrb^ 
dcmJlncBlig  tJiKe  oiF  ^^igg  '  WtHeridi  tmth&ed  la  the 
cottniy,  i^z.  tteMp%y  TAipe>  jkStfetbeS)  ii6riiiifaifl«,f  &d  • 
:.  Titfie!  faVd,  btoig^et'aftydofifid'erfe*  lafe  a  liaf  €b 
itnproremiA^,  but  this  cdtm^l  *  be  the  -  dafe^  w&eo  the 
IM>jed  h  &ii4y  ^r^ed %•  fat  v^h^  thdt  ealctifaraes  prow 
petty,  vfin  W6K£  fee.  that;  wkfeve  the  impuotef  benefitfa^ 
^erti&otiti-imc  p^wAy  Hi  Aetiefit^  bhaftif  in  iiio^ 
ihS^  iir  t^  ttfClftl  mode  of  tompou&dmg  for'titbes^'  ia 
flM^een/  if*ii(ih>  I: tbinky Id  ffethfer  too  great  odds  ?  : 

Tbtr<*  fe  very-'Uttlediffaredcfc  m- ihd  pricfe  chirge* 
fi)r  Wrjr  gi^^  atid  dnddMog  ttofk.  Aiit>tbef  obje£)iDc^ 
Ui  diat  the  bcit<den  faiW  upod  the  moft  ibdoftribus  and 
<ftfurpart  of  the  dommtiiiity,  thfe  ifahfletn  vAiM  the 
di'onea  of  agriculture,  the  graziers,  fthhoogh  ofecupy- 
ibg  tmmenfe  tiraClij  of  th^  chdic^ft  ladda^of  th^' d&mtf^ 
are  aUnoft  totally  djcempt  from  tithe.  THi&,  I  muft  «>; 
'  knowledge. 
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Jtoovife^iii^  c«  hftfiMMni  ibHtdiaK^  Idndl^  for  r^dicft^ 
mid*  ^htqk  t^a  (liil>^  W«ir«4t«€l^  b; '  a  rr^ftfoflable  amp* 
WBOHztiQUt-fmnitA  6a  Smu^ttii  eqvltabtei  primafifosi 
.  ^HoHiafJl  rtvWiydSibGiiiapviribk.to  <bchi  s 

j^  its ' woiiid(pkK6  all  ^Hki  ^  bnt  iriietkeR^UTt^ 
£i^ioiitanifts'iki^»  pattuflnmaaadl  drjiiot^  Ihooldr  he  ^ 
toaMdr  ofibdiflinr^nce,  f«oidled!the  oMtfnrfl' was  getic^ 

£»/»(  this^  fd^c^  xiB  coimiuipcrtoiMfaim  osrtalbif  dit 
inodmeiofiitfac  dorgy^ime  m^f^^o^hkA  €Uediif(ai3 
icgulailyofhnxrlfixiK^vottk]?  ifto^i  rsdifar'iftiait-iiriiait 
hHfefif ^o&  tfac^prefiro^^ri^  k^ibxioo^  boe  nf  lidied  >  ^ 
Soppcrfenaii  ^rajge^^aftctalDdiof  4lkeotahie<<]£  taeii 
Ifviffg  for  tb&  feten  pe^rs:  laft  'paft^::4K|d  thw-  fiua 
tquUlf  %>plMe4,  for  4ie  ihpifr^inibirr- of  yeaiv  m 
eomar  i^da  erory  ^icpe  in.  ite: piffifii;}  $ltfi  g»  icPChtt  k 

tkU^fbiil  09  bdxOcAt^d'  fil  the  fimiP^mtr^ti^pmit 
Kim  hAwUkA^ttfi'W^  <iUi^4^'t^k  tiie!f  \^!d 

tflatt'ifi'th&icafca^prrfeir.     '    i  ■•  •      •-'  :'i^^^ 

To  pro\nde  for  the  decreafe  on  the  value  of  iA6ti^, 
or  the  confequent  increafe  on  the  value  of  commodity, 
or  in  the  event  of  the  laft  feven  years  average  not  being 
confidered  an  equitable  rate  for  the  parifh  to  be  aflfefled 

in. 
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in,  either  vnih  refpef):  lo  the  par^onen  or.  the  uicimi* 
bent;  in  fhort  to  let  the  ifi^ome  of  die  clergy  hold  a 
propor^on  to  the  dr^omftaacea  of  tbetimesi  a  com* 
miffion  tbovid  be  ifloed  by  the^biOiop  of  die  dtocefc 
every  levieQ  years}  one  half  of  the  cinmmiiBioncrs  fliooU 
be  chiden  by  the.bifliop»  and  the  •ther  by  the  pa* 
rifliionert  ia.veftry,  who  fhonld  ro^plot  the  value  of 
the  living,  anddlher  adFance  or  lower  it»  according  a$ 
circumftances  wotld  reqmre.  Or  fiippofe  a  paqad 
flio«ild  be  ftrnck  by  both  partk^  from  edch  of  whidi 
a  certain .nund>er  {houM  be'dtawn^aa in cafts of  jiiriea, 
to  be  a  comoui&on  on  the  fnbjefl^  whoie  verdid  ihoold 
be  finalf  as  to  ihc  value  of  the  living  for  a  certain 
number  of  years;  that,  to  prevent  vexations,  li%a^ 
^ns,  or  fdvolona  complaintat  heavy  cofts  ihould  be 
awarded  againfi  t^^  plainliff,  if  caft ;  and  that  the  de* 
fendant,  glt^KHi^h  noofuited,  Ihould  be  but  B^tly 
f|iarged  with  cofts*  But  as  M$  is  a  firt>jaA,  that  has 
fmploy^  ^e  tbougblts  of  the  wifeft  mm  c^  the  ftate 
for  ievera^  9ges,  I  nmft,  left  I  (bould  deferve  the  cha* 
raAer  qf  {Nreftuaption,  dcfift  fi^om  any  further  difqui* 
(idon  relf^^g  it;  leaving  ta  olaijeft  of  fncb  gqieral 
|mpprtaiK?  tp  \>p  re£^i^  by  the  wife  and  judldous 
arrangement  of  tboft^  whom  it  more  immediately 
cpncerns. 


Sect. 
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Sect.  4.     State  of  Education^  Schools^  and  CharitabU 
Infiitutions. 

In  this  county  are  two  chartcr-fchools ;  one  fot  fifty 
boys,  and  the  oth,er  for  fifty  prls.  The  boys  fchool 
is  at  Ardbraccaou  under  the  immediate  infpeaion  of 
the  Biihop  of  Meath  5  that  of  the  prls  is  at  Trim,  and 
both  are  kept  In  the  beft  poffible  manner,  confidcring 
the  film  allowed  by  the  Incorporate  Society. 

Befide  thefe  two  fchools,  there  is  a  diocefan  fchool 
at  Trim,  and  a  fchool  handfomely  endowed  at  Navanj* 
and  in  every  parilh  the  bifliop  (whofc  care  of,  and  at- 
tention to  the  morals  of  every  the  meaneft  individual 
of  the  diocefe  is  indefatigable)  has  infifted,  m  his  vifi- 

tatioo 

♦  The  annual  filary,  allotted  by  the  late  AUcrman  Prefc 
ton  for  the  f^^port  of  this  well  intended  inftitution,  is  con- 
verted  to  the  individual  emolument  of  the  head  mafter,  who, 
as  the  prefentation  is  vefted  in  the  Earl  of  Ludlow  and  Lord 
Tarah,  is  genenJly  one  of  the  Prefton  family,  without  any 
porpoie  of  the  endowment  being  fulfilled,  as  the  premifes  are 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  repair,  as  to  leave  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  fecond  mafter  to  accommodate  ftudents  as  he  could  wi(h. 
It  is  a  grievous  circumftance,  that  fomc  high  officer  of  the 
ftate  is  not  obliged  to  oWerve,  that  the  intention  of  this  kind 
of  endowments  throughout  Oiis  part  of  the  empire  is  not  more 
pundually  carried  into  eflfea,  in  order  that  numbers,  who 
might  become  luminaries  of  their  country,  (hould  no  longer 
remain  negleftcd  and  unattended  to. 
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tation  charge,  on  the  incumbent  keeping  a  Proteftant 
fchool-maft^r,  and  paying  perfonal  attention  to  the 
fchool,  to  obferve  that  the  mafter's  methods  are  good, 
that  the  principles  of  the  eftabfilhed  religion  are  taught 
the  Proteftant  children,  and  that  morality,  order,  regu- 
larity, and  deaiilineft,  are  imprelTed  on  the  minds  of 
the  pnpik  of  all  rellgioas  perfuafiotid; 

There  are  feverai  fchools'kept  fey  private  individuals 
alio,  for  the  education  of  the  p6ot  on  their  own  pro- 
perties, b  >^hlch  Aiany  petfons,  >x^ho  have  Jtftcrwards 
become  ufeful  members  of  fodety,  as  ckrks,  bverleers, 
ftc.  have  been  Inftlrufted.  With- fiich  advantages  it  is 
but  reafbnable  to  cxpefti'  that  the  cloud  of  ignorance 
which j  I  am  forfy  to  fey,  pervades  the  prefent  genera- 
tion of  cottiers,  will  be  totally  difperfed  frolm  the  next, 
and  that  the  rifing  generation  wilt  be  found  more  ufe- 
ful members  of  the  community. 

The  lA^JMk  lai^^tge  it  yM^e^y  gdnerally  /m  ufe 
throughout  the  county,  and  we  very  (eldom  meet  with 
any  pcrfon,  whp  is  qot  capable  of  fpe^kiqg  it  with  Ibme 
degree  of  fluency  -,  yf^t,  wbw  igg^h^r,  the  peafapts  all 
converfe,  and  if  they  have  a  flory  to  tell,  or  a  comr 
plalnt  to  make,  they  ftlll  wilh  to  be  heard  in  Irifli  j  un- 
4^rAandin|^  the  idipQis  pf  that  language  better  than 
ihfy  pQfSblf  cdsi  (h$^  ol  tb^  Ei^gliAw  thdr  Aory  c^n 
-fee  conveyed  .more  expreflivdfy,  and,  of  eouHe,  work 
inor0  upon  the  feelings  of  their  atidltots  j  indeed  there 
is  no  language  more  gopiouf}^  fuppUed  with  pathetic 

expreilionsi 
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expreflioris,  or  more  calculated  to  touch  the  feelings^ 
than  that  of  the  Iriih ;  fo  much  fb,  that  it  has  become 
a  provjcrbial  expreffion^  «f  Plead  for  your  life  in  Irifti* 
Amongft  the;  eharitable  inftitutions,  I  fhould  not 
omit  that  fund  left  by  the  late  DoAor  Sterne,  Biihop 
of  Clogher,  and  Doctor  Chetwood,  Reflor  of  Ard- 
braccan^  arifing  from  'the  iatereft  of  money,  and 
amounting  to  eighty  pounds  per  annum,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  apprenticing  (children  of  Protcftant  parents,  in- 
habitants of  this  county,  to  Proteftant  mailers  and  mi& 
trefles  in  any  county.  The  children  muft  be  able  to 
read  and  write,  and  fay  the  church  catechjfm.  Thf 
fee  is  (hree  pounds  to  eaclji.  Nor  the  fingu|ar  ^qviei): 
of  the  late  Thomas  C^arleton,  Efq.  who  left  900/.  pcf 
apnun?  for.  ever  (two-thicds  of  which  he  direfted  to  b^ 
diftributed  in  Meatb,  and  the  other  third  ip  Longfprd) 
in  marriage  pprtions  of  fix  guineas,  to  labouring  wetff 
fons  under  thirty,  marrying  labouring^  men's  daugbtcri 
under  forty,  who  have  refided  one  year  or  more,  imi- 
inediately  previo^is  to  their  ma|-riage,  in  the  faine  pa- 
rifti,  aijd  fhall  have  been  married  with  the  confeat  of 
their  parepts.  I  have  known  a  great  many  perfons^ 
who  have  obtained  this  portion,  and  yet,  except  in  twQ 
or  three  inft.ances,  I  have  not.fecn  any  good  purpofc 
eifefled  by  it;  it  is  the  charadpriftic  qf  the  lower  plaj^ 
of  Irifh,  as  w^ll  as  of  thofe  of  other  countries,  to  thinly 
but  little  of  what  they,  acquire  without  difiiculty* 
«<  Eafy  come,  cafy  go,"  is  their  ufual  maxim;  and  i5 

does 
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does  not  tinfrequently  happen  that,  before  the  fortu* 
pate  claimant  leaves  the  town  where  he  recdves  this 
noney,  one  guinea  of  it  is  (pent  in  drink  amongft  the 
friendsj  who  congratulate  him  on  his  good  fortune. 


Sect.  5.    Leasts. 

In  a  country,  fo  far  behind  the  reft  of  Europe  in 
agricultural  improvement  as  Ireland  is,  there  cannot  be 
a  better  meafure  adopted,  towards  promoting  its  ad- 
vancement, than  that  of  the  landlords  granting  good 
leafes  to  their  tenants,  and  always  ^ving  a  decided 
preference  to  an  improving,  and  totally  difcountenanc- 
ing  an  impoverifhing  tenant.  I  am  ibrry  to  fay,  that  the 
contrary  is  too  often  the  ca(e  \  and  although  we  have 
many  inftances,  in  this  county,  of  gentlemen  letting 
thdr  grounds  to  improving  tenants,  much  theaper 
than  to  thole  of  a  contrary  defcription,  yet  the  moft 
general  praftice  is  to  advertife,  and  take  propofals,  and 
prefer  the  higheft  bidder,  without  regard  to  his  cha- 
rafter  as  an  improver,  but  merely  as  to  his  ability  to 
pay  the  rent. 

As  long  as  this  is  the  policy  of  the  landlord,  he 
never  can  expeft  to  behold  his  eftate  in  an  improved 
condition ;  for  he  is  a  weak  poliddan,  who  would  im- 
prove his  farm,  to  nlake  it  the  greater  objeft  for  fome 

ftranger 
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ftraoger  to  bid  fqr*^  His  poUcjr>  therefore,  is  to  ^cu* 
late,  as  accorately  a$  ppf&ble,  how  many  crops  he  cai| 
have  off  bis  ^puad,  fi>  as  to  rj^y  him&lf  the  iqwin^ 
rent,  &c.  and  t)^en  raa  them  out  ag  dofe  as  he  can  to 
the  expiratbipi  of  his  leaft^  and  thereby  leave  the  farm 
«t  ths^t  tim^  if  ppilible,  in  foch  a  ftate,  as  to  deter  any 
X)ther  perfon  from  bidding  for  it,  a  policy^  I  muft  ao 
knowledge,  too  often  iuccej&fak  For,  although  by  the 
printed  leafes,  wliich  are  thof<;  generally  in  ufe,.the  te^ 
nants  are  bound,  <<  during  the  co];itinuance  6f  the  de- 
mifc,  to  preferve,  uphold,  fupport,  maintain,  and  k^cp 
the  faid  demifed  premifes,  and.  every  part  thereof,  and 
all  improvements  made^  and  tq  be  made  thereon,  in 
good  and  fuiCcient  order,  rej^ir,  and  (;pndition^  and  at 
the  end  of  the  term,  (hall  yield  up  the  iamcjj*'  &c.  &c* 
yet,  becaufe  thefe  claufes  are  not  enforcedi,  either  from, 
want  of  a  pepalty  bong  annexed,  or  the  inability  of 
the  farmer  to -pay  that  penalty,  they  are  feldom.  at- 
tended to.    Whei^  a  farmer  commences  under  the  pre^ 
fent  fyftem,  he  has  generally  to  fence  his,  farm  alj 
around,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  and  then  to 
bttild  fiich  houfe  and.  offices  as  arj?  fuitable  to  liis  bufir 
nefs,  and  as  will  laft  juft  as  loi^g  as  the  term  of  his 
leafe,  but^gei^rally  tumble  eithef  att  or  immediately 
after  the  expiration.    When  all  thi?  is  done,  Ms  next 
care  muft  be  to  cleanfe  and  drain  the  ground ;  for  the 
pill  fallowing  of  the  laft  tenant  has  run  it  fo  wild,  that 
it  will  take  two  years:  fallowing,  perhaps  three,  to  ba^ 

H  niOi 
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tASh  the  coikch-grafs;  and  the  drmnt,  for  want  df  being 
fcleared  for  the  laft  few  yeairs,  reqmrc  to  be  all  opened 
ugAtkihj  Mirhich  time  hb  (fa|ntal  is  dmoft  exhanfted* 

If  a  farm  h  out  cf  Tcafe  on  the  fiirft  rf  WEay^  aB 
Tpring  drops  pay  hot  Ae  fourth  (heaf  to  the  fiicceedkig 
tenant,  at  thfc  time  of  drawing  home,  m  fieu  of  rent 
from  iht  firft  of  May  to  th6  harvefting.  If  out  at  No^ 
Tember,  all  com.  In  die  ground  before  that  time^  is 
TubjeA  to  the  eighth  fiieaf  as  abore,  and  moft  leaiea 
are  dated  either  from  the  firft  of  May,  or  the  firft  of 
November* 

I  have  heard  of  a  gentleman  in  die  county  of  Fer<- 
matiagh,  who  kts  hi^  lands  for  thirtfone  years,  and 
femds  hiinfelf,  by  a  danfe  in  the  leafe,  to  renew  at  the 
end  of  that  term  to  the  tenant  in  poileffion  \  the  reni 
to  be  afcertained  by  two  onderftanding  men,  one  cbo- 
ftn  by  each  party,  ^tfaoiit  taking  into  confideratioa 
any  improvement  made  by  the  tenant,  but  merely  the 
rife  upon  land ;  the&  men,  in  cafe  of  a  difagf^ment  in 
opittioUi  fliall  have  power  to  call  in  an  umpire,  whole 
dedfion  JQiali  be  binding  between  the  parties ;  and  in 
the  fame  way  after  the  iecond,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  each  khiirty*one  years,*  for  ever  to  be  ib  renewed. 

Bt  thde  means  his  eflate  is  one  of  ibe  beft  im- 
proved in  that  country,  and  he  benefits  by  the  rife 
upon  land,  in  ^a£tly  the  fame  proportion,  perhaps  in^ 
a  greater,  than  if  the  leafe  was  to  expire  as  ufual,  and 
the  land  be  re-let  to  the  bigheft  bidder;  not  to  mention 

the 
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tbe  fadsfaAioa  Ifie  auifl:  enjoy  nt^feetag  hb  eftate  ciiki* 
vated  m  the  higb^  degttCi  aod  not  ia  the  hands  of  s 
let  (^i&iftrable  farmors^  who  would  but  fiick  the  vitab 
"from  Ac  eaxtb^  ^nd  then  leave  it  in  a  ftate  of  wretch- 
nefs  hardly  to  be  conceived* 

The  kafes^  that  have  been  g^en  until  thefe  £sw 
years,  were  for  thirty-one  years,  or  three  fives  5  of 
late,  however,  the  moft  ufual  term  is  twenty-one  years^ 
to  which  a  £fe  is  added,  in:  order  to  qnafify  the  occu-^ 
pier  to  a  vote* 

Some  tenants  are  bomid,  in  heav^  penahtes,  to  Ucj 
down  a  certain  pttjipona^ti^  and  ibme  tfaie  whole  of  their 
knd^  ^adpr  grais-feeds,  the  laft  three  years  of  didr 
leafe*  The  late  Earl  of  Be&ure,  jad  ibme  few  others 
in  the  connly,  have  dailies  of  n«)n-alienation  in  their 
leafes,  teder  penalty  of  forfeiture,  without  leave  ia 
writing  from  the  p^prietsor.  GuftaVus  Lambart,  Efq. 
has  reierved  to  himielf,  in  all  leaies  granted  by  lum, 
the  power  of  repoSeiCng,  at  any  time  during ^he.term^ 
any  part  of  each  farm,  not  exceeding  four  acres,  for 
the  fole  purpoTe  of  planting;  he  muil,  however,  allow 
^  tenant  the  valup  of  the  knd  fo  planted.  He  has 
alfo  claules  of  non-alienadon  in  all  his  leaies,  without 
cokifeat  under  his  hand  and  ieal.  Clauies  of  furrender 
and  re^fliimptiioo  are  to  be  met  with  in  leaies,  but  &ot 
fipequeatly. 

.'  Somie  few  years  fince  it  was  an  eafy  matter  to  get  a 
lo6g  Icafei  but  the  late  fiidden  rife  upoi^  lands  has 
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made  gctiXlemdi  more  caadotis  lu^w  they  pairt  widi 
tbdr  grounds  for  ta  long  term;  fothiit  i  perpemk^r^ 
even  o£  a  fmall  ipo^  where  a  mftfi  fliighe)  by  buildings 
afiablHk  himiel^  is  hardly  pofGbie  to:  be  ohts&xitiy  not 
are  comfortable  buildings  erefted  for  tenants  by  the 
landloi'ds.    I  do  not  know  a  better  policy  the  pro- 
prie^  of  an  ^ate  could  adopt  for  the  increaie  of  his' 
property  (next  to  building  good  farm  bodes),  than  ta 
divide  his  gfonnd  into  farms,'  and  gtve  the  tenant  a 
claufe  of  renewal  for  ever  of  a  certain  proportion  of  it, 
provided  he  would,  within  a  limits -^ce  of  time,  ex- 
pend a  certsdn.fom  ofi  money  iif  building  a  dwelling* 
J^oufe,  offices,  &c;  fuitid)le  tO'tbe  fize  of  the  farm :  the 
remidnder  of  the  lasd.  to  be  beld'  only  fo  long  as  at 
firft  agreed  upon.     At  the  expiration  of  the  term,  thk 
feme  farm  would  be  of  more  value  to  the  fCftkSbr  of 
the  f^rm-houfe,  than  it  coidd  be  to  any  other  perfbn, 
from  ;ts  being  convenient  to  his  refidence,  and  he 
vrould  give  more  than  its  real  value  for  it,  rather  than 
kt  a  'flranger  get  pofleffion  of  his  holding.    In  cafe, 
the  landlord  and  tenant  could  not  agree  for  a  renewal, 
the  tenant. ftionld  part  with  the  honfe.  Upon  the  full 
value  of  his  improvements  being  given  him. 
.  There  ate  a  good   many   Icafes  held  under  the 
ehurcb,  /uch  as  the  fee  lands  of  Meath,  and  thbfe 
grounds  belonging  to  the  archdeaconry ;  fome  under 
Trinity   College,   and  ibme  under  corporate  bodies. 
Thefc  are  generally  let  for  twenty-one  years^  and  the 
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kafes  furrendered  and  renewed  yeariy^  the  tenant  pay- 
ing  a  fine,  fo  that  he  may  be  faid  to  xnjoy  a  perpe- 
tnity.  Renewal  fines  have  of  late,  however,  been  a 
good  deal  rairedj/aad  in  fome  iaftdoctithe  leafes  are 
fufiered  to  revert,  from  perhaps  a  trifling  difagreement 
>abont  the  renewal  fine,  or  the  defire  (as  in  the  cafe  of 
tfte  late  Bifhop  of  litekth)  c»f  cnlarj^ng  and  improving 
a  demefne.  The  vahieof  thdil  leafes  vai3e8  a;gobddeaI, 
according  to  thrir  4o<egl  kdwj^tagcs,  biot  they  aee  g^ne* 
ralljr  eftimaied-  at  t^nelve  or  Tourtecta  years  pnrchaie. 
The  rents  are  made  payable ^qnaitetly,  that,  in. the 
event  of  tranfladon  or  jreMicnmV  the  xjnitdiig  poflefer 
may  re()eive  &i'iiin&  emolument  ascpoffiUe^.yctiJihey 
tVe  leldom  called  fprt  more  th^  twice  a  j]mr>  lind  the 

'  fenks  due  at  May  are  not  paid  ufadl  the  Decemberi»<itf)r 
tbofe  dtm  at  November  nndl  the  Jmw  foUowidg,  ac* 
icotdinig  to  the  cuftom  of  the^  con^ry^witk  xsfj^eft  to 
other  fortfe  of^property.  '  ♦  -» 

There  is  ai  p)an  of  a  kaieanoticed;  id.tbc;  lAgrltol- 
^lal  Sn^^  of  AberdeenQutei  dra^n.by^  tjbeia^  Lord 
Kaimsy  and  improved  by,I>6ftor  Ande^im*  wJh^  I 

'  think  well  :wortb  the  perufal.  and  confideration  pf  p^r- 

'  foos  alkTOt  tb/let  gronnds.  In  It  is  incl»ded-.  ev^ 
ckufe,  thar.con  be  deceflary^  for  .the  imprgveme^tr^of 
the  ctfun^ry,  and  tjie  inter^ft  of  h^thkodi^^  wAlc* 
IM^it  is  i5<jBally  and  muti»Jly  ohkry^i        ,    n  : .  b 

"'  "  I  ;■--■ ■  ■  '    -^  ■  .'J  •:   ^•"  ».;   -  '  lA.li 
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Tm)s  eitpcnq^  imd  profit  <^  a  ftrfti  i$  ^  fi|bj«^  %mj 

diffidik  to  ardve  ^  th^  ktio^^kdg^  of^  ^1  U  fre^eptly 

•  happens,  ^at  tiiie,  tiqanpkif  Jilmfelf  jca^mH  «A;ev^ 

with  prcdfiour;  thiftmoft  diffinrfmateriaU;,  acCQcdii)gfo 

the  weather,  or  jiidgnaiiit  oft  the  proprietiM^  J^e  r^nt 

be  payp,  or  thcrxjisUit^  jof  his  grouod#  '  ' 

*>^i£  the  fexiner  is  a  mattt>f  capitilj:(aiid  I  am  ibrry  to 

v£iyf'Jth&  geiiefalitjf  of  the  men  i  ftyled  farmers  id  j^ 

covnty  are  ^  not)  he  •  hy  manortng,  limUig>  fowing  qlp- 

fer,  ft&  can  cantjaiially  refirefii  hb  land^  and  kee^^it 

'  in  a  4ate  ^ .  fertihty^ ;  quite  oat  of  the:  reach,  of  ^e 

common  farmer,  pinched  as  hegeneraUyls  by  poverty; 

-I^cpArfe^'  hi»  ffroiitermuft  be  gteatef, ;akhfi|ugh^  hi^  ex« 

'  peic^H^^te  greatdr  alfb;  thd  gchferal  ideai^  iM%  a 

^  fkito,  let  for  the  fair  ralne,  (hould  pay  thtee  r^nts^  one 

'^fttr^e  landlcMTd,  afaother  for  the  ejcpence$  atte^^ipg 

:i9ie  cultivation  and  iihprorements,  andi  the  l^ird  for 

^  the  taKe9>«(fld  d^r  profit  to  the  feimsn   J  91a  con- 

*'Vikced^  that  ohe  rent  will  nerer  pa^  the.expisi^ces,  ia- 

dnding  ploughlng^ibwing,  &ed,  hanrefl&2g|^matlc<3tiog> 

threfhing,  wear  and  tear  of  machinery,  horfes,  &c.  yet 

I  thmki  by  taking  a  little  from  the  profits  arifing  to  the 

farmer^ 
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firmer,  ve  mzj  approtcb iDeaxser  chetroth.* .  Soppoft 
one  favndredacret  let  for  on^  fx>und  Eve  fli^ffiog^  pet 
acre,  the  accoant  then  will  ftaad  thus  :-^ 

£^  s.  d. 
Landtctfd,  ^  -  -  *  -  115  9  9 
Eaqioieeof  tiUsge^five^qttartdrsffiit,  $56    o  -9 

Ci;Birdi€e&at3il{i^.acre,.  ;^;i    ;^o 
Twopi^ilk;t9efl(^aC3ApeilM^fS    09.' 
TSthc,  4^0/^  p^  ai^.      -  -^    IP    0    a 
HeaiAii  Ugbi^  9l&  -    -  "-    ^    o   .0 

£A09Ms;ipctcisf^     •  ^*.  IP    p  ^ 
.CLear  prcfit  to  the  £a,rmcr|       r       -  .      55  1$    <f 

£-315    o    o 


■    '-Near 

*  Mr.  Brab.  Morris  thinks  the  tenant  ought  to  make  four 
rents»  one  for  the  landlordf  one  for  clear  profit,  and  two  for 
ftxpence'#  U^es»  imprOvementSv  &c. ;  taking  diis  for  a  general 
nde^  the  aeeo&itt  would  ftaad  thus*  The  area  of  the  coupty 
contains  ^zf^^j^CB^  front  whidi^  if  we  dedud  279900 
acres,  for  bogs,  waftest  ^c«  which  is  thought  fufficient,  there 
remain  309,900  acres;  this  at  ;^.i,  5/.  gives  the  annual  pro* 
doce  of  the  county,  which  a^unts  to    •    •    •    £  11  f  >ooo 


If  we  multiply  this  t)y|4,  we  have  the  annual 

value  of  the  produce  of  the  earth  •    «  ^  j(.i,5oo,oop 

"I'll    II    I'  * 
To 
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Kefir  i<  p<Sr  coit.  oil  tfae^capital^  iiirfatcb^  !with>a  jiIms^ 
fsLtos^fU  generally.  fbrtjpfhiUmgs  permdreffMr  each 
acre  in  his  farm.       '       ^^  -  .  > 

Ldrge  farms  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  are  gene- 
iraUy  grai^i  becaufe  dieir  land  is- not  fo  fubjeft  taipe^.^ 
culation  zi  when  formed*  -It  is  the  recdvedxipiaioD^ 
and  I  believ6  that  opidion  ifffootuted^ln  juftce^dmtifif 
a  man  is  not  conftandy  afid^  Ms:bii/&i€f8)  ^^tecfaliically 
fpeaking,  at  Ae  tail  of  his  plough^  1i&  ftlsiTer^^^iriakc 
any  thing  by  tillage  ^  labourers  uncPlertanti  are'4  coh- 
iiderable  drawback  on -tbe  *pi^ts;  and  the  ^t^iftlttt 
watch  a  mao  muft  Ift^p^  to  prevettt^his 'i^b/baiee4>dng 
SvaAed,  or  ftolen  ^  every  perfon  who  is  employed  in 
the  concerns^  renders  It  ^  Bnfit  dccupatibn  fir' a  gen* 
tlemani  whpfe  property  enables  him  to  live  more  at 
caffi^and  who  could  not^  if  he  would,  or  would  not,  if 
he;  ipuldi  pay  that  attention  requiiite  to  make  the  moft 
of  a  plough  farm.  The  grazier's  profit,  befide  being 
Icfs  lubJeA  to  peculation,  has  beep  from  th^  beginning 
<)f .  the.war  (except  for  tbefc  tWQ,l^  years  of,  I  .may 
^,  famine)  gceaterthan  theiiarmer'a)9;afidffianyH£arf&fi» 
^bich  were  b^brd  tb^t  time  dlle^i  hs^  b^n  laid  down 

,•>>,..  J  .-,  .  ^  under 

To  be  thus  difpofcd  of. 
To  the  landlords £.375>ooo 

Prc^tto  theoccnpieri      ...        37^,bb6        ^• 
Expefnce'of  tillage,  improvement,  .    '• 

"taxes;  and  inter^ft  on  the  capital 
-  employed 750,000 
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cvid^'gCE^ ;  bai  the  higb  pn^  of  cofD„  for  the&'two 

'UA  f eoir^i^  has '^dn^^ted  nmibcrai  to  re^rabarkin  til«> 

kge  to  ^ai^Mfiderable  extern;  from  which  it  is  geae- 

rally  beivred^  that^here  U  more  groahd  employed  ia 

thb  mmair  at  the  prdent  ^bne,  than  ^t  any  period  for 

-fifty  yeaiv  pafli  r-iWl»n  a  farm  is  grazed^  the  exp 

.pencesiairojuathilji^htert  jad  though,  i^  owes  coofider* 

aUy  moo^in  inteseft  on  the  oqpital  eiJi{doyed  in  ftocky 

yet  tfaia  .'uttereft  doe^ljoot  ia fapy  dc^iM  <qiu4  the  e&- 

peBk:e  of  the  laboi^Si  horfes^  &c.  which  the  hnihaod- 

,Biaotnpft  bontirw^lly;dmploy»  which  are  conffantly  dcH 

do^f^ifrom^h^fr profits..   Thecapkat^tieGefl^ry  (ot  a 

grazing  farm  is  moft.  commonly  ftom  font  to  fiire 

poimife  per  acfc^  afadiakkough  we  find.aiiumher  of 

fjarms  kept  tindet  ftock»  on  a.  comparadf dy  fmaUer  ca« 

pilal^  yet  there  ar^  many,  on  whkji  a  nutch  l^ger  |s 

GBs^jtd.    The  man^  ivho  jndtdonAt  expends  moft 

momy  on  his  farm>  is  moft  apply  repaid;  his  profiia 

JEar  ex^pd  the  sntereftoa  the.  additional  expenditure; 

however  his  d^igcii^ral  opntoRi  that  the  o<:cnpier 

Oioiikl  b&:fai^8died:with  ^.dear  profit  of  one  pQund  fpir 

elpery:  ac^e,  afcar  p^^  rfcnt»:  taxe»>  *c,  ihat  is,  valning 

,tihe  groundfat  what  k  wou^d  let  for  to  a. good  tenant, 

oot  wljaC  he  Jjimfelf  pay«,.that  bei?®in.ftMiie  inft^ces 

as  iftoch  tiader  the^valoe,  as  in  others  it  %  ^^prbiuntlj 

dean     Mr.  Morris  tl^inks  the  farmer  fliouU  make 

neairiiy  double  the  profits  of  the  grazier»  to  compcnfate 

tun  for  the  reduftioii  in  point  of  ftrength,  which  his 

land 
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laad  taStxs  by  the  pvsGa^  mode  xif  htioSsigi  pwAk 
argiifli^t  ^vULnot^  it  k,pgriiiHiie^,rboU  9^  isbit  flir 
years  henci^  When  a  propnr  xotttion  ^  csopa  49  ^ft^ 
Uifhed  throughout  the  oouHty*  -  *Xbi$,  igBPistttdfaftfier 
!s  generally  1^  ittoft  timid^  and  cuktsaterJw:  knd  in 
-the  klaft.poffiUe  ex{»nce;.of  conrfe,  Us  gnxui^s  pro- 
Hlace  but  bedbjii  a^d  are  dinioiAtii^  ia  Aimxgii  yearlyf 
whereas  tke  •QArked  occopieg  is:  ^  xoPtinnaHff  ad^fiag 

Advances  in  arUattr.  of  progreffive  ia^oipemefatV^  ks# 
4ts  quality  is  otsr^dnsaniflied^  and  ia'Uieittteriidk eposra^ 
through  ihe  cbabiniel  of  ibundastt  Groj^,  anii(|Siil  of 
wealth  inta  tbel^  vt  the  occuj^or^  ^1 

In  this  dafs  of  {gkntftd  fardicrs  Jxlanot  m4Q<ie  i^a- 
tlemen^  who  hold  iniali  povtion^  of?^  land  in  tlv&  own 
hands,  merdy  fo^  thdr  amofeneat,  and  wb)  havis  bnt 
a  very  inconfiderabk  ptkOkal  knowledge  of  facoM^ 
expending  their  money  more  throiq;h  whim^  aad-io 
pleafe  themfehres,  than  front  aby  defire  of  gainf^  and 
who  may  be  very  well  content, :  if  th^  do  not  pay  too 
Nearly  for  that  entbrtaiamenti  <  yer  frook^  perfenstib  cir* 
cumftanced  we  flionld  psindpdUyexpeft  to  derive  the 
itfttlt  of  ne^r  experiments;  for  it  is  ^uvd  to  fiippofe, 
that  the  farmer,  on  whdfe  ammsil  cr^ps,  and  perfo&al 
efforts,  the  Support  of  his  family  depends,  fiiooid  ha* 
lEsrd  mi  experiment,  the  ccmiequence  of  whidi  may  be 
Ms  nu&i  fiill  it  m«ft  be  remembered^  that  trials  pf  d^ 

feiiid> 
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kind^  whether  fuccefsful  or  otherwife,  are  nldmately 
proda£tive  of  general  advantage. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  pretty  evident,  that  fo- 
ciety  18  much  more  benefited  by  a  cultivation  carried  on 
with  fjpint,  than  when  penury  is  a  check  upon  exerdon, 
as  thereby  the  greater  produce  is  returned  for  man's 
fionfumpdcff,  the  poor  are  more  Mnploycd,  and  the 
grounds  kept  in  a  condnual  ftate  of  fertility. 


q3AP. 
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CHAP.  V. 


NATURE  AND  tT»E  OF  IMPLEMENITS' OF  HUSBANDRT* 

THE  plough  ufed  heretofore  throughout  this  coun* 
tji  appears  to  a  ftranger  a  mod  unwieldy  and  heavy 
implement;  yet  I  muft  acknowledge  it  is  well  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  foil^  and  is  generally  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Meath  plough.  In  Ipring  it  is  inva-^ 
riably  drawn  by  four  horfesy  both  on  the  light  and 
heavy  foilsy  and  generally  ploughs  from  half  an  acre 
to  three  quarters  per  day^  and  in  fummer,  in  the  crofs 
ploughing  of  fallows,  which  is  called  the  gprrowing^  it 
is  drawn  by  fix;  farming  oa  fuch  terms  is  extremely 
expenfive.  To  thofe,  who  have  not  had  opportunities 
of  examining  this  ploughf  the  following  may  ferve  ta 
(^ve  fome  general  idea. 

No.  |.  in  the  plate^  reprefents  the  framing  of  the 

plough^  which 

Ft.  In. 
From  the  beam  point  A  to  the  beam  end  A  is  ,  9  o 
From  *  do.  to  the  coulter      B        60 

Ditto  *  do.  to  the  crofs  C        76 

Ditto'  •*  do.  to  thq  handle  point  D      13     o 

From 
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Ft.tfi, 
From  -         ,   F  to  -  C        26 

From  the  ba(e  line    H  to  the  beam  point  A        i    a 
Ditto  -  I  to  the  handle  point  D        3    d 

)  l)beiw.  the  handles  to  G  3  o 
Length  of  the  fole  .  £  conneded  to  the  crofs  Fid 
This  keeps  the  plough  fteady  in  the  ground. 

It  is  drawn  from  two  hooks  on  the  beam  pointy 
reprefented  by  four  dotSi  to  each  of  which  a  pair  of 
horfes  is  yoked;  when  drawn  by  fix  horfes  in  fummer*. 
die  third  pair  are  yoked  to  the  middle  horfes  fwing^e* 
tree. 

No.  2.  in  the  plate,  (hews  the  (hell  board>  To  called 
In  this  country,  which  is  compofed  of  three  pieces^  fai^ 
tened  to  the  crofs  and  handle  by  wooden  pins;  the 
loweft  is  very  0naU,  and  runs  into  the  (hare,  which  i$ 
invariably  made  of  caft  iron;  the  next  is  fomewhat 
broader  and  longer,  and  projefts  farther  in  width;  the 

third  is  confiderably  the  broadeft,  viz : — 

Ft.  In. 
From  the  crofs  at  the  end  of  the  (hare  A  to 

the  end  of  the  rieft  B  is  2    6 

Ditto  to  the  end  of  die  fpall        -        -        C      2    9 

Ditto  to  the  loweft  point  of  mould  board     D      3     o 

Ditto  to  the  end  of  mould  board  -        £      3    4 

From  the  end  of  the  fliell  board  E  to  the  out- 

^  fide  of  the  left  handle  at  F      26 

The  width   here  adds  very  much  to  the  draught, 

yet  it  ierves  to  turn  over  the  mould  better,  and  for 

fummer 
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rammer  ploughing  an  additional  board  is  generally 
nailed  to  the  outiide^  to  make  k  caft  np  the  clay  higfher^ 
and  when  this  is  the  cale^  fix  hoifes  or  oxen  are  ufed 
in  the  yoke. 

From  the  ontfide  of  the  rieft  or  reft  B,  to  the  ont- 
lide  6f  the  fole^  marked  m  Tig.  i.  £,  is  12  inches; 
ib  that  the  plough  leaves  a  track  1 2  inches  wide  each 
turn. 

The  length  of  the  crols  trader  the  beam  is  from  18 
tb  22  inches,  accordmg  to  the  depth  of  the  foil  5  when 
laid  on  the  gronnd,  and  a  line  ftrnck  from  the  pdnt  of 
the  beam  to  the  left  handle  of  the  plough,  the  fharc 
points  hito  land,  tend  forms  an  angle  of  about  five 
degrees,  and  when  drawing  the  fide  of  the  fliare  is 
fbremoft,  inftcad  of  the  point,  adding  confideraMy  to 
the  draught;  its  inclination  is  generally  fo  much  inland, 
that  it  is  held  on  the  left  handle,  by  Vhich  means  the 
/hare  does  not  Ke  flat  on  the  ground^  but  runs  on  it$ 
fide,  leavmg  the  under  furface,  if  all  the  loofe  day  was 
removed,  cut  mto  ridgesj  finnewhat  re(embling  the  let* 
ter  V,  or  raither  its  tranfVerlb  feAion,  refembling  the 
teeth  of  a  faw:  to  obviate  which,  and  that  no  part  of 
the  earth  fiiould  be  kft  untiUedy  crqfs  ploughing  was 
introduced,  and  took  the  name  pf  gmrowing,  either 
from  the  word  garr^  whicj>,  in  Iri&,  fignifies  to  cut,  or 
front  gorrku^  which  fignifies  coarfe,  as  the  earth  in  that 
work,  called  gprrowing,  t9  commonly  thrown  up  as 
coarfely,  and  as  full  of  lumps  as  poffib{e,  to.^mit  the 
tofi  aad  air  more  freely  through  it.    The  Mid-Lothiad 

plough, 
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^iighy  drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  entirely  managed 
by  the  peribn  who  hdld^  h,  having  a  rein  from  the 
datfide  of -eKh  horfe,  conneAed  \idth  a  bit,  while  the 
hories  heads  are  made  fail;,  by  a  finall  ftrap,^  to  each 
tther y  wa&ilately  introduced  at  CoUon^  by  the  Right 
Hon.  Joh&fbfi^Fi  and  thence  lo  the  ndghboarhood  of 
Navan  within  the  laft  ]^r^and  has  been  fb  very  much 
ai^roved  of  by  almoft  ^very-perfos,  who  has  g^ven  it  a 
fair  trial,  (particularly  thofe,  who  have  grounds  with- 
out ihany  fiones,  or  who  have  gone  to  tlie  expence  of 
hiring  a  perfbn,  who  underftands  the  management] 
thati  thiiik  it  likely  in  time  to  fupplant  the  old  Meath 
plough  in  many  of  itt  purpofes.  i  employ  it  for  every 
jdougMng,  except  the  Ttimmergorrowtng.  Mr.  Codd 
of  Navan/ who  has  an  exdellent  Scotch  ploughman, 
ufes  it  even  hi  diis  work;  his  man  both  drives  the  hories 
and  holds  the  plough  himfelf,  even  when  drawn  by 
three,  perhaps  four  horfcs.   The  framing  of  the  plough 

is  repre&nted  in  tibe  plate  No.  3. 

Ft.  la. 
Its  beam  length  from  -  -  AtoBis6o 
From  the  beam  pdnt  A  to  the  coulter  at  C  40 
Ditto  the  crois  at  -        -        -        D        411 

Ditto  to  the  left  handle  pdnt  at  -  E  xo  o 
Frofl^  bafe  Une,  to  the  beam. point  •  A  a  o 
From  ditto  to  the  handle  pdnt  at  •  £30 
Width  from  •  -  -•  EtoF  ao 
No.  4,  fliews  the  fliell  boards  which  together  with 

the  cipols  is  made  of  caft  u-on,  and  Is 

From 
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Vtom  the  top  of  the  ihcll  af  A,  to*  the  top  of    : 

.theJKll:atJ&^»  /^    6 
FromthcbaTelibe)  tothetqj^.of  thei&eUat  ik^.  '    x  ;  % 

Ditto  to  the  beam,  at        -        -        -'      B:..  ^i,    7 
Width  from  the  top  of  the;/beU  an  Aj  to  thQ:.' 

outfide  of  the  haiidl^  at©  v  i     6 

Width  at  the  bottom,        -        -        -        -  '  o  10 

.i 

This  plough,  'When  brought  iato^more^peral^ufey 
will  enable  the  farmer  to  plough  double  tfae^umber  of 
acres  he  was  formerly  capable;  of  doings  with  a*  given 
number  of  horfes.  For  though  the. coppmpa, farmers 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  reluilant  (9  ^br^ce  any  new 
plan  of  huXbandry,  and  generally  br^^d,  it  with  th^ 
name  of  innovation,  yet  make  thex^^once  feiffible.of  its 
utility,  and  they  may  be  perftiaded  to  adopt  it:  many 
of  them  are  (b  wedded  to  the  dd  opinions,  that,  rather 
than  acknowledge  the  fuperiority  of  the  liew  fyitenj 
over  the  old,  they  will  not  even  liften  to  its  advan- 
tages, nor  open  their  eyes  to  its  beneficial  cffefts. 

Any  implement  of  hufbandry,  that  Icffens  the  far*, 
mer's  expence,  muft  tend  alfo  to  reduce  the  price  of 
pro^fion  to  the  poor,  and  its  adoption  ftiould  become 
an  oibjcft  for  the  attention  of  the  legiflature.  What 
greater  retrenchment  can  poffibly  be  expefted  by  the 
farmer  in  one  branch  of  his  bufincfs,  than  reducing  his 
expence,  in  the  article  of  j^oughing,' nearly  one-half, 

which 
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irliich  is  the  ef&A  produced  1>J  the  iotrodoflion  of  the 
Scotch  plough? 

'  I  have  heard  this  plough  objcfted  to  by  peribns^ 
who  could  not  deny  its  beneficial  elTeAs,  becaufe  that;^ 
although  it  was  drawn  by  two  horfes,  yet  thefe  twp 
faorfes  muft  be  Very  ilroag;  and  that  the  expence  of 
the  machine  is  fo  great  (four  guineas),  that  they  are 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  common  farmer. 

To  the  firft  objeAion  I  will  anfwer,  that  it  is  much 
eafier  to  take  care  of,  and  feed  two  good,  than  four 
bad  horfes ;  and  as  to  the  objeAion  of  expence,  I  will 
only  beg  of  the  farmer,  fo  objefting,  to  fell  two  of  hid^ 
horfes  from  his  old  team ;  they  muft  be  bad  indeed,  if 
they  do  riot  pay  for  one  plough:  here  then  is  the 
keeping  of  two  horfes  faved. 

nI  sun,  and  have  been,  fince  I  firft  faw  the  Scotch 
plough,  a  very;  great  advocate  for  its  being  generally 
adopted ;  yet  I  confefs  that  in  this  country  there  arc 
many  foils,  in  which  it  will  not  anfwer  for  the  fum« 
mer's  gorrowing. 

Until  we  can  find  the  foil  of  a  country  univerfally 
the  fame,  we  cannot  expeA  any  inftrument  of  general 
efFed  'f  even  the  Meath  plough,  fo  much  the  boaft  e£ 
our  farmers,  will  not  gorrow  without  being  altered, 
and  without  the  mtroduftion  of  an  additional  pair  of 
horfes  j  make  that  alteration  in  the  Scotch  plough,  and 
add  another  fiair  of  horfes,  and,  I  will  anfwer  for  it, 

I  they 
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\ikf  Ba  plotigh  as  dtep  %i^'foUr>  ^  tiie  MeMi 
plough  with  fix  horles. 

'    As  thfe  afloptioa  of  eVeify  imprdvcki  xnichinc  Auft 
"^e^ild,  iti  ^  great  tti^kfare^  lih  the  peHba  v^o  bae  tbe 
tbiicftlflifag  of  it,  carfe  fliould  be  tak^^  on  its  introdtic-i 
"dod  fiiat,  at  the  fif^  tifing  of  thdin  in  his  work^  tbe 
Taftmer  SroxAi  havi  a  muh  MreU  fldlled  in  their  sda- 
Dagement  and  ufi^.  The  haviiig  a  part  of  a  machiae  go 
t)tft  of  oMeri  while  <*e  conduftof  is  tncUpdUe  of  fet- 
tbg  (t  to  rights  kgklni  immediately  KEoodenins  i^  and 
^^vfents  a  trial  df  it  by  fomt  other  perfon^  T^ho,  per- 
li^p^  befb^fe  that  was  incKned  to  adopt  itk  ufc.    Old 
^lon^meh  af  e  vei-y  fiiifch  feverfe  to  Ae  Scotch  plough^ 
ittd  ihkj  therefore  thtow  eirery  obftacle  in  its  way; 
for  which  reafon  it  is  preftrable  to  teadi  fotaie  perfoti^ 
%ho  is  hot  wed(ied  td  ahy  particular  prta£iioe,  thaa  in- 
ftruA  ati  old  pioughhian,  whom  yoa  muft  firft  break 
tf  his  partiaHty  for  the  inftrument>  to  wWch  he  is  ac- 
cuiRromedi  before  you  can  expeA  to  inflil  into  faioi  a 
love  for  the  new :  perhaps,  too,  his  fon  has  been  die 
flrivcr  upon  the  old  fyftero,  In  whSiah  cafe  little  is  to 
iJe  expeftfed  from  the  father's  exeVtltJd^^  as  the  ^ater 
idegree  of  perfeftidh,  to  which  he  b^lnge  tbe  Scotch 
plough,  the  farther  will  his  fcn  be  Frotn  employment. 
Thiis  is  a  natural  effeft,  to  obrate  which>  I  Woold  al- 
ibW  the  holdfer  Of  the  Scotch  plotigh,  in  ^dillon  to  bh 
bwn,  half  the  amotint  of  the  driver's  wages,  perhaps 
ino^e,  rather  than  not  have  the  machine  brought  to 

that 
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that  perfeftioD,  workmg  my  grouaels,  to  which  I  know 
it  has  arrived  elfewherc.  This  plan  has  been  purftied 
by  Doftor  Beaufort,  at  Ckdlon,  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that 
his  pioughman  has  obtained  ieyeral  prenaiums  at  the 
different  ploughing  matches,  and  one  this  laft  fummer, ' 
ynth  a  pair  of  bullocks,  which  he  drove  with  bits  in 
their  mouths,  and  which  they  obeyed  as  regularly  as 
horles  would  have  done.  J.  M.  Grainger,*  of  Caufea- 
town,  and  Doftor  Beaufort,  of  Collon,  are  the  only 
gentlemen,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  who  have  introduced 
Mr.  Cooke's  patent  drill  machine  into  this  county,  al- 
though feveral  have  gone  fo  far  in  the  ufe  of  the  new 
machines,  as  the  cukivutor,  and  Muffler ;  feveral  gen^ 
tlemeri,  however,  have  agreed  as  to  its  utility,  who,  if 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  them  was  not  fo  great, 
would  adopt  them. 

Drill  machines  cannot  be  had  in  this  country  com- 
plete for  lefs  than  twenty  guineas,  including  the 
freight,  notwithftanding  which  I  think,  in  fome  time 
Aey  will  come  more  generally  into  ufe. 

12  A  plough, 

*  I  was  prefent  lately  when  Mr.  Grainger  was  horfe-hoeing 
his  wheat,  which  was  fown  with  the  machine,  at  the  rate  of 
ten  ftone  the  acre.  I  never  faw  a  more  luxuriant  crop,  far 
exceeding  fbme  in  the  fame  field,  fown  broad-caft  with 
twenty  ftone  per  ac^e,  and  in  every  other  refpe^l  treated 
alike* 

The  horfe-hoe  executed  its  bufinefs  very  well,  and  Mr. 
Grainger's  men  have  become  very  expert  in  its  ufe,  al^ 
thoa^  this  is  the  firft  feafon  for  trial. 
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A  plough,  Ibmewhat  refembliag  the  Meath  plougfa^ 
has  been  introduced  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Slane 
and  Navan  this  iaft  year,  drawn  by  two  or  three  ' 
horfes  for  Ipring  ploughing,  which  is  much  liked  by* 
thofe,  who  have  tried  it;  the  beam  is  (hort,  and  the  an« 
gle,  which  the  moiild^board  makes  by  its  junction  to 
the  crofs.  Is  more  acute  than  m  the  Meath  plough;  it 
is,  beddes,  made  at  a  very  inconfiderable  expence^ 
which  is  the  principal  reafon  why  fo  many  of  them 
have  been  made*    The  mould-board  not  being  of  me^ 
tal,  occafions  a  greater  degree  of  friftion,  which  ren- 
ders three  horfes  generally  neceflary* 

Thefe,  with  iqme  trifling  alterations,  are  the  only^ 
ploughs  in  ufe  in  the  county,  although  I  have  been  told, 
that  the  Leicefter  wheel-plough  was  introduced  here  by 
Doftor  H.  Maxwell,  late  Bifliop  of  Meath,  fome  years 
iince ;  but  it  was  found  incapable  of  going  fufficiently 
deep,  and,  of  courfe,  being  thought  ufelefs  was  dis- 
carded^. The  double  fhell-board  plough,  for  landing 
drilled  potatoes,  rape,  &c.  is  in  common  ufe  wherever 
drilling  is  praftifed. 

The  harrows  are  the  fame  as  thofe  commonly  ufed 
throughout  Ireland;  the  large  one,  drawn  by  four 
horfes,  is  that  ufed  for  croft-harrowing  fallows  in  fum- 
mer,  fhewn  in  the  plate  No.  5*  Mr.  Morris  has  intro- 
duced into  his  doiAle  harrow  another  bull,  and  a  pair 
of  hinges  dividing  it  in  the  middle  5  this  praftice,  how- 
ever, I  have  heard  reprobated  by  other  farmers,  as  it 

lefleos 
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ieflens  the  fpedfic  gravity,  not  more  than  half  the 
weight  of  the  harrow  being  in  any  one  point  at  the 
fame  time,  and  prevents  its  reducing  the  foil  as  quickly 
as  it  would,  if  the  harrow  was  undivided ;  and  he  ac- 
knowledges  that,  except  in  uneven  ground,  the  har- 
row without  the  joint  is  more  efficacious. 

There  are  feveral  kinds  of  fowing  harrows  j  thofe 
moft  commonly  uled,  however,  are  reprefented  in  the 
plate.  No.  6  and  7.  Mr.  C^dd's  Scotchman  has  brought 
into  uib  fingle  horle-harrows,  three  of  which  he  him- 
felf  drives  at  one  and  the  lame  time,  linked  together, 
and  he  aflerts  they  will  do  as  much  work,  and  as  well, 
as  three  of  the  common  harrows,  drawn  by  two  horfes 
each. 

Horfo-rakes  are  ufed  but  by  two  or  three  people  in 
the  county,  and  the  fpring  teeth-rakes  by  fewer. 

Mr.  Fay  has  a  waggon  which  was  built  in  England, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Connolly's,  of  New* 
haggard,  it  is  the  only  one  in  the  county. 

Single  and  two-horfe  carts  are  frequent  j  but  the 

tmoft  ufual  machine  for  carriage  is  the  common  car, 

wluch,  if  properly  balanced,  is  well  adapted  to  the 

farmer's  uie  j  a  good  horfe  being  able  to  draw,  on  one 

^of  thefecars,  when  properly  harnefled,  from  eight  to 

diirteen,  fome  fifteen  cwt.j  and  their  original  coll  being 

^fo  very  fmall  (about  three  guineas),  renders  them  the 

fitter  implement  for  our  common  farmers,  who  are  fel« 

dom  overburdened  with  calh*   The  common  car  could 

\^9 
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be  rendered  of  much  more  general  uie,  and  more  eafily 
drawn,  were  the  fliafts  more  in  a  parallel  direftion, 
both  in  refpeft  to  each  other,  and  to  the  line  of  draught, 
in  which  they  are  generally  formed,  which  cannot  be 
well  efFcfted,  while  the  diameter  of  the  wheel  is  ib 
finall  as  at  prefent^  befides,.  the  axletree  and  the 
wheels  arc  made  faft  to  each  other,  whereas  the  axle- 
tree  flxould  be  a  fixed  centre,  and  the  wheels  move 
with  boxe?,        , 

I  ihould  not  here  omit  mentioning  a  very  great  im- 
provement in  the  conftruAion  of  the  fipgle-horie  cart 
of  this  country,  introduced  by  Sir  James  Foulis,  Bart, 
'who  brought  the  model  of  it,  together  with  that  of  the 
Glaigow  carrier's  cart,  from  Scotland,  both  of  which 
arc  admirably  adapted  to  carry  heavy  loads  with^eat 
facility ;  one  horfe  being  equal  to  draw  ten  barrels  of 
cats  (17!  cwt.)  with  eafe  to  himfelf.  Sir  James  Sbljs, 
that  in  Scotland  they  frequently  put  a  ton  and  a  half 
on  each  horfe.  In  one  of  thofe  carts  the  wheels  are  of 
fuch  diameter,  that  a  line,  dr^wn  from  the  centre  of 
motion  in  the  draught,  gives  the  pofitton  of  the  fliaft^^ 
which,  when  the  horfe  is  yoked,  arc  nearly  parallel  ^ 
the  furface,  on  which  the  machine  rolls;  the  Ihafts  ave 
likewife  parallel  to  each  other,  and  the  cooneAiog 
fiaples  of  the  yoke  are  on  the  outfide  oi  the  (hafts^ 
thus  the  power  is  made  to  operate  in  right  fioest  the 
aRgl^  formed  by  a  radios  of  the  whcdiy  whcik^>pefp«%- 

dicobgr 
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tJi^  ^^s,  tgfeg  ?  Hghti  aogle. 

Ibf if  way  to  the  ^rmer's  barn  j  J  thipjf  witbjp  ifgicfff 
two  JbiA  yi?MS  %«c  ^ofinox  Jliayc  ^),e^  (cM^r  ^^j^ 
t»»ftty  fewq^ht  ji^o  tl^e  cQijpty,  p^  foj^ncrs  JjoW^og 
from  one  X9  twphg^cjied  ftcr^;  the  a^Qrc  (exjtenfif^ 
farae^s  Jwar^f  b#4  Aw  ^  Iqeg  j;ji9e  %ce. 

in  comoBMift  .Wf  ^  to  p4»fir  pa«?  of  t|if  IcipgAqtm.    A§ 
wcry  flwct^lk;gl  ,^ni?:iva^M:<?^  ^^^     f^a  ^d  to  leff^ 
tjhfi  jbbcmr,  ao^j  ^nftqji(5^^4j,  ^^  is??pfnfle  of  the  hijf* 
bsndowif  fll^y  ju^Jy  bp  dcf?w?d  aa  ipproiv^iReat,  by 
seda^eiag  ^e  tgi^fs  qp  ^f;ipa}t^r€f,  ib  the  inyjeatbn  ap^ 
littrcMhi^flioP  i%lP  |k^   fXHii^y  •  of  jthe  tbrefluDg-ipi}l| 
joay  hem^k^m^i  <^  ^hc  gr^te;ft  importagifc  t?  j|be  ejr 
ts&$TiS  farmer*    Th^fe  hj^ye  V^|»  p^tifilly  in  ^e  ithefg 
tsa  iQT  itwfiye  y^rs  back  j  Pra^)a^n  ^?or-ris,  Pfq,  an4 
ht» -broker  wfiffi  the^rA  ^v^  jiAtro4u,ce4  tbe(n.    p]| 
Ibeleinai:^np6^  w4  i^  ^  ^ofp  n^^de  f\4>fs(|i^nt,,coQ^ 
Itodile  impmyei^^ts  Jaave  b^^n  afjopted*    WiUkn|i 
Mocrisj  '£^  ^l^es  with  b^^  machine  {wiuch  ji$  ref r 
kaiml  th$  b^  bprfenmUl  ia  the  pounty)  from  fifteen  tp 
twentypfiiKe  teriftls  pf  whe^t  per  d^y.    The  ^tteqdap?^ 
aeoe$i^  18  fore^sfn,  qneioy,  w4  fom*  hotjep.  Wl^ 
thexora  ^elbed  ^  wiopo^e^  at  the  f^me  tipie^  it  rcr 
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Mr.  Patrick  Murphy,  of  Navan,  hafs  brought  all  his 
water  machinery  to  the  highcfl:  perfcflion  of  any  man 
In  the  (iounty.  On  his  farm  of  Ardmukhan  he  has 
built  a  threftiing  machine,  worked  by  witer,  capable 
of  threfhing  and  cleaning  effeftually  mote  corn  6f 
every  kind,  than  any  other  machine  that  I  have  heard 
o£  '  A  water-wheel  is  always  to  be  preferred  to  a 
horfe-wheel  for  work  of  any  kind,  a^  the-  motion  is  fo 
much  more  regular,  arid  regularity  in  motion  is  the 
foul  of  machinery.  This  is  the  only  threfliiftg-mili  in 
the  county  worked  by  water.  Befide  thefe,  there  arc 
about  eight  threfiiing-mills  already  ere^ed, ,  and  many 
others  are  in  contemplation.  Couch-harrows  are  ufed 
by  many,  upon  feyeral  conftruftions,  and  a  ipike-roUer 
by  Mr.  Morris.  Land-rollers,  both  of  ftone,  woody 
and  metal,  are  ufed ;  the  mofi  common  kind,  however, 
are  compofed  of  one  folid  block  of  wood.  I  laft  year 
made  a  wooden  roller,  the  excellence  of  wbkk  is,  that 
it  can  he  ufed  in  light  or  in  heavy  grouiKls  with  equal 
efFeft.  The  cylinder  is  eight  feet  long,  and  moves 
upon  its  axis,  and  is  divided  in  two  parts  for  the  eaie 
of  turning  at  the  headland ;  the  diameter  of  the  cylin- 
der is  three  feet  four  inches,  and  each  half  is  compofed 
of  three  round  pieces  of  timber,  tike  the  £fhes  pf  caf- 
wheels,  fet  perpendicularly  parallel  to  each  ot^er,  and 
Iheeted  round  with  phnk  of  one  or  two  inches  icant- 
Tmg,  and  hooped  with  four  ftrong  hoops*  This  double 

cylinder 
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cylinder  is  then  fet  ia  a  frame>  with  three  (hafts,  for 
two  horfes  drawing  abreaft,  to  prevent  their  track 
being  too  much  in  one  [dace;  on  this  frame  is  a  box, 
to  holid  any  weight  of  fand,  &c.  that  may  be  thought 
neceflfary  to  add  to  the  weight  of  the  cylinder,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  foil  to  be  rolled.  This  machine 
was  made  in  Kells,  the  expence  about  eight  guineas ; 
a  cylinder  of  this  extent  might  be  made  to  fit  a  com- 
mon car  occafionally,  which,  except  in  exteniive  works, 
would  anfwer  perfeftly  well. 

The  principal  objeftion  to  the  roller,  whofe  cylinder 
is  metal,  is,  that  it  cannot  be  made  light  enough  for 
day  grounds.  I  ufe  a  harrow,  the  plan  of  which  I 
got  from  Captain  Rawfon,  of  the  county  of  Kildare, 
which  is  called  by  him  the  flicer ;  but  inflead  of  having 
the  pins  ftationary,  as  with  him,  I  let  mine  turn  round 
in  the  harrow-buU,  the  tail,  like  a  rudder,  always  keep- 
ing behind  the  draught.  The  frame  of  it  is  made  of 
wood,  exaftly  like  the  four-horfe  harrow  already  dc- 
fcribed  in  the  plate,  No.  5 ;  but  the  pins  are  made  of 
flat  iron,  and  edged  with  fteel.  Its  ufes  are  for  thef 
purpofe  of  reducing  the  fods  of  a  tough  lea,  or  the 
clods  of  a  ftifF  fummer  fallow  on  clay  grounds.  The 
common  harrow  is  liable  to  be  lifted  up  by  the  ftiff 
lumps,  or  tough  fods,  and  joggled  off  the  v/otk ;  but 
the  flicer,  from  the  fliarpnefs  of  the  pins  on  the  edge, 
and  oblique  direAion^  cuts  its  way  finoothly  through- 

every 
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tyftry  obftniAioni  except  i<yni;  very  \iui  refifUfig  fi)^ 
fiance,  fach  as  a  ftoae,  loterveQes^  m)4  tbcD>  jf  ^h^  p^i 
is  permitted  to  vork  id  the  IhiUi  i^  V^iUgQ  oo  pne  fi4e 
of  it,  but,  if  tighi;,  k  viil  hop  ouFpr  af  $be  olf^  h4ir^y 
ufually  does.  A  feAwi  of  this  burr^^r  if  &e¥W  i^  tbe 
plate,  No*  8j» 


CHAP. 
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OaAP*  VL 


SlfOLOSmG,  VINCeS,  OATES,  b*^. 


THE  quantity  Df  wafte  Jand  in  iDda  eooaey  is  ex- 
^teinclj  fmali,  perbaps  not  amoa&tkig,  hi  the  whole, 
t^  more  than  ii£teen  iitnidred  acres^  exdtftfive  of  bogs* 

The  commons  are,  in  general,  belonging  to  corporate 
eoHms,  and,  except  in  one  or  two  i&ftanoes,  iadofed 
^or  the  ufe  of  the  members  of  the  corporation.  The 
iMiiigedfes  ^d  freemeii  of  EeUs  Ikivc  each  a  lot  of 
aground  on  the  commons  or  hill  of  lioyd,  which  they 
^ttay  till  as  liiey  pleale  for  fdur  ye^tsy  after  which  they 
mnSt  lay  it  down  with  fprafi-^eeds,  and  then  m  lot  is 
r^veiL  tbott  3n  ^anoidier  part  of  the  common*  Together 
witk  this  quantity  of  groundi  they  lupre  a  Tight  of  pai^ 
-isrein  comoDD,  on  this  land  fo  laid  down,  for  a  cer- 
tarn  number  of  cattle,  ^aocordiafg  to  their  ftandkig  in 
Ac  corporation  (  three  yea^iqg  calves,  or  one  yearling 
and  a  two^ear^oid,  being  confidered  equal  to  one 
teaft.  Utere  is  a  paxt  of  diis  common,  containing 
^«bout  one  hundred  acres>  which  has  not  hitherto  been 

indofed^ 
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incloled,  but  I  underflaod  the  corporation  meao  to  in* 
dofe  and  improve  it  forthwith. 

The  como^ons  of  Triqi  are  very  extenfive,  but  they 
are  divided  into  lots  of  a  certain  number  of  acres;  each 
lot  is  given  to  a  burgefi  during  his  life,  and  his  repre- 
Tentative  enjoys  it  for  three  years  from  the  next 
Michaelmas  after  his  death ;  fo  that  it  frequently  hap- 
pens, that  the  widpv  or  reprcfentativc  enjoys  it  for 
near  four  years  from  the  deceafe  of  the  burgefs ;  after 
which  the  burgefs  next  in  fcniority,  unpofTefled  of  a 
-)<>t,  gets  iki)  atd  eojoys  it  during  his  life,  and  fo  on* 
^7hefe  C09im0ns  are  the  beft  managed  of  any  in  the 
.county,  as  each  poSaBbr  has  a  life  intereft  in  his 
holding* 

The  commons  of  Navan  are  the  worft  regulated  of 
any  grounds  of  this  defcriptbn  in  the  county,  and,  I 
am  ibrry  to  fay,  are  a  receptacle  for  vagabonds  from 
all  quarters.  Hiere.  is  little  or  no  reftri£tion  on  ai;Ly 
perfon,  who  likes  to  build  a  cabbin,  and  indole  a  gar- 
;  den  on  the{e  comqions  ^  th<^  confequence  is,  that  more 
robberies  have  been  commmitted,  by  perfons  livmg  in 
that  quartier,^  than  in  any  other  diftrift  of  the  county; 
robbers  from  every  direftion  finding  there  a  fecure  re- 
fuge, aBd  place  X)f  concealment. 

Perfons  holding  the  circumjacent  grounds  encroach, 
alfo,  by  enclofing  finall  parcels  of  a>mmon,  which,  at 
the  end  of  th^r  le^ife,  i$  meafured  m  with  the  farm, 

and 
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and  the  old  boundary  being  defaced^  a  new  patch  is 
endofed  for  a  garden,  and  fb  on. 

The  proprietors  of  the  furrounding  eftate,  it  may 
be  fuppoled,  are  not  at  all  difpofed  to  call  m  qneftioQ 
the  right  of  thefe  enclofures ;  and,  as  ^  every  body's 
buiinefs  is  nobody's  bufinefs/'  fo  no  perfon  diiputcs 
the  title  of  thofe  marauders. 

It  would  be  well  for  the  country,  if  the  whole  of  the 
commons  were  enclofed,*  and  let  for  the  benefit  of 
fome  public  charity,  fuppofe  a  houfe  of  induftry,  for 
the  barony,  in  which  the  commons  lie :  with  very  little 
affiftance  from  the  county,  and  the  profits  of  thefe 
commons,  I  am  confident  the  barony  would  fupport 
their  own  poor  in  comfort,  and  in  the  habits  of  induf^ 
try;  and  the  idea  of  fiich  ah  cflablifhment  would  prevent 
many  idly  inclined  perfons  from  walking  about  beg- 
ging, who  at  prefent  have  no  other  way  of  maintaining 
themfelves.  There  are  fome  other  commons  of  fmall 
extent,  that  might  be  turned  to  fome  public  account  in 
the  fame  manner,  under  proper  regulations. 

There  is  hardly  any  part  of  the  county  of  Meath, 
occupied  by  farmers  holding  fifty  acres  and  under  that 
quantity,  that  can  be.  faid  to  be  well  fenced  5  thofe 
cuts,  which  they  term  ditches,  being  feldom  fufficient 
for  any  other  purpofe,  than  merely  to  mark  the  boun- 
dary 

*  Some  years  ago  forty  acres  of  this  common  were  allotted 
for  a  glebe,  but  never  cnclofed  ;  the  grant  is  now,  however, 
about  to  be  claimed  by  the  Rev.  Dodor  Beaufort. 
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dary  of  each  maa's  laud :  bat  oi^  thdie  grouod$>  wber^^ 
fences  may  be  faid  to  exift>  they  chiefly  confill:  of 
quickfet  hedges,  wkh  deep  ditches,  from  five  to  &yen 
feet  Wide,  and  about  the  fame  depth.  Th^t  teamed  a 
ftatme  ditch,  is  fa  feet  wide,  aod  five  de^ps  the  width 
is  meafored  from  the  bank  uader  the  quick  to  the  op« 
pofite  bank ;  both  back  and  gripe  are  paid  for  by  the 
perfoD,  who  holds  the  land,  on  which  the  back  of  the 
ditch  lies  i  whe^i  a  draiu  is  the  meariog,  one-half  of  it 
is  meafured  on  each. 

Ferfons,  who  pay  attention  dither  to  the  appearance 
or  utility  of  their  hedgeSf  generally  fcour  their  ditches 
every  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  at  which  time  they  are 

plaihed  and  laid,  and  fometimes  cut  quite  dovo,  after 

» 

which  they  Ipriog  up  with  double  vigour.  The  time 
for  cutting  down  thcvo  hedges,  pr  any  kind  of  tree 
that  ftools,  or  throws  up  (hoots  from  the  old  root, 
ihould  be  that,  when  the  juices  are  moftly  down  in  the 
root.  StriA  attention  in  this  particular  has  a  greater 
influence  on  their  future  profperity,  than  people  ao;  ge* 
nerally  aware.  The  flux  and  reflux  pf  tlve  v^etable 
juices,  to  and  from  the  roots  of  trees,  is  as  pcceflary  to 
vegetable,  as  blood  is  to  animal  exiflence.  They  recede 
to  the  root  in  winter,  keep  it  warm,  and  ihield  it  from 
the  cold  •,  and  in  the  fpring  and  fummer  feafoa  they 
flow  to  the  trunk  and  branches  in  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion, force  out  frefli  buds,  leaves,  and  fruits,  and, 
by  their  refrefliing  damp,  prevent  the  fcorching  heat 

of 
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of  the  fm  from  ddbojrhig  the  fxee>  which  is  mvariaUy 
the  cdeJuHietD^  cctSitr  diroogh  defigo  or  aoddont^  ^ 
bark  (between  whidi  and  the  timber  is  placed  the 
cbcBfiS^l,  Ifiat  condiifbs  the  fap  to  every  part  of  the 
Ire^  It  fttipped  ftom  the  tnmk.  i^  therefEire,  the  flux 
atid  reft&x  of  th<^e  Jtuces  ave  nec^&ry  to  the  exiflence 
erf  treafi^*  it  fdUo^s^  that  to  cot  trees  down^  when  the 
fep  is  Uf,  is  to  deftroy  them:  the  rooti^  depriyed  of  the 
hp  they  are  uca^tatd  to  receive  from  the  trunk  in 
autumn^  are  cbiUtd^  and  become  unabk  to  pufh  forth 
fre(h  diootSy  aud,  from  having  exhaufted  tfaemielves 
the  pi^eding  ieafefir^  die.  Some  out  the  fttU-gtowdL 
hedges  do^n  to  a  patticular  height)  and  then  keep 
ftem  eflpped  annually  $  wMlft  olhers>  after  having  cut 
Bieih  down  clofe,  let  th^m  grow,  clipping  nhe  face  per- 
pfendkularly,  untU  they  arrive  at  a  certain  height,  aft« 
^hich  they  dip  their  top. 

When  a  hedge  is  ph(hed,  there  is  little  or  no  attend 
Won  jJaid  to  the  modd,  in  which  it  is  cut  5  the  operator, 
having  the  work  by  talk,  gets  on  as  expc^ltioufly  as 
Jfe^blej  regardlefs  of  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
quick,  he  hacks  and  wounds  it  with  a  blunt  inflru^ 
faient,  leaving  the  ftnnding  ftem,  as  if  he  wi/hed  it  to 
rece^re  as  much  water  as  poffible  j  this  is  generally  the 
cafe,  and  the  water,  fo  received,  finks  to  the  root,  and 
in  time  rots  it.  If  the  owner  of  the  hedge  would  pay 
t  little  attention  to  the  cutting,  and  fupply  his  wOTk- 
man  with  Iharp  tools  if  the  hedge  is  to  be  laid,  or  a 

good 
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good  faw  if  to  be  cut  down,  he  would  find  it  turn  to 
bis  account  in  the  end.  The  diredlon  of  the  cut^  in 
laying,  fhould  be  upward,  in  which  cafe  the  upper  half 
of  the  quick  would  always  form  a  ihield  to  the  fpread- 
ing  ftem,  to  fecur^.  it  from  the  rdn,  and  prevent  it 
finldng  into  and  rotting  the  roots,  which  muft  inva- 
riably happen  when  fpiit  and  cxpofed,  as  in  the  coin* 
mon  way.  When  cut  with  the  faw,  the  direftion 
fhould  be  alfo  ilanting,  to  caft  the  raindrop  the  eafier. 
I  faw  a  hedge  belonging  to  Lord  Belmore  at  Caftle- 
coole,  which  had  been  plaifhed. and  laid,  and  it  formed 
the  ftrongeft  poffible  fence.  A  couple  of  fpits  were 
firft  taken  off  the  top  of  the  back  of  the  ditch^  after 
which  all  the  fide-branches  and  the  head  were  taken 
from  the  ftanding  quicks,*  and  each  ftanding  quick  then 
got  a  cut  of  a  pla(hing-hook,  directed  upwards,  pretty 
clofe  to  the  ground ;  the  quick  was  then  bent,  and  laid 
up  agaiaft  the  back  of  the  ditch  diagonally,  and  fas- 
tened with  hook-pegs,  driven  into  the  ditch.  The  tops 
of  the  quick  were  laid  on  the  top  of  the  ditchy  whence 
the  two  fpits  had  been  taken,  and  the  ditch  backed  up 
again.  In  a  couple  of  years  the  ihoots  from  thefe 
Aems  were  innumerable,  and,  from  the  ftems  being 
laid  diagonally,  they  oppofed  an  impenetrable  barrier 
againft  the  hogs,  and  other  fmall  trefpaflers,  that  might 
have  found  a  paflage  berween  the  rows  of  (hoots,  if 
the  ftems  had  been  placed  firaight  acrofs  the  ditch.    I 

dont 
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don't  recollcA  ever  to  have  ieen  a  better,  or  more 
beautiful  fence. 

Hedges  are  coofidered  by  fome  as  a  bar  to  the  fat- 
teoiog  of  cattle,  6q  account  of  their  being  an  harbour 
for  flies,  and  checking  the  circulation  of  the  free  air. 
They  confider,  that  a  given  number  of  acres,  fuppofe 
forty,  will  feed  more  cattle  to  fat  in  one  field,  thaa 
when  divided  into  four  fields  of  tsn  acres  each  j  but 
this  opinion  is  difputed  by  others,  who  as  firmly  aflert, 
that  hedge  (helter  is  not  only  conducive  to  the  fatten- 
ing of  beafts,  but  abfolutely  neceHary  in  thofe  farms 
where  good  land  /helter  cannot  be  had,  particularly  in 
winter.  Experience  (hews  us,  that  the  bed  iheltered 
farms  (if  the  enclofures  are  not  fo  fmall  as  to  prevent 
the  free  circulation  of  air)  produce  the  earlieft  graft, 
of  courfe  the  earlieft  beef,  which  pays  the  grazier  muc^ 
better  than  that,  which  comes  late  to  market,  and 
ought  to  be  his  firft  objeft. 

When  a  grazier  of  this  country  gets  a  farm  into  his 
hands,  he  fences  and^  divider  it,  fo  as  to  produce  the 
greateft  (helter  in  the  (horteft  time ;  for  in  the  months 
of  November  and  December  we  generally  experience 
heavy  rains,  a^ompanied  with  high  winds,  which  tend 
confiderably  to  leiTen  the  quantity  of  fat  in  black  cat- 
tle, if  they  have  not  (helter  to  prefcrve  them  from  its 
unfriendly  efFefts ;  and  the  ftrongeft  proof,  that  (helter 
is  grateful  to  them,  is,  that  beafts  lie  moA  frequently 
jfilofe  to  the  beft  (heltered  ditches.     Land  (helter  is  by 

K  fome 
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fome  preferred,  but  as  this  is  not  attainable  ofk  tttty 
farm,  hedge  fhelter  mnft  be  fubftituted.  One  of  the 
gteateft  advantages,  independent  of  the  goodnefs  of 
the  foil,  in  the  defcription  of  a  farm,  is,  that  it  is  well 
iheltered.  When  a  ditch  is  made  anew,  the  ufual  prac- 
^ce  is  to  lay  two  fods  on  their  face,  about  lix  inches  in 
oil  the  fward,  to  form,  when  finiflied,  a  bench  to  re- 
ceive the  clay,  crumbled  by  fucceeding  frofts;  over 
'Which  is  put  about  fix  inches  of  clay,  and  on  this  the 
thorn  quick  is  laid,  and  the  firft  add  fecond  fpits  of  the 
eatth  (being  the  beft)  thrown  immediately  round  their 
toots;  the  remainder  of  the  clay  is  then  dug,  and 
thrown  behind,  and  the  ftufF  taken  from  the  bottom  of 
the  ditch  is  kept  for  topping  and  facing,  being  con- 
^fidered  the  ftrongeft,  and  not  fo  fubjefl:  to  moulder 
down  by  the  frofts.  Many  fow  furxe-feed  in  drills  on 
the  backs  of  the  ditches,  which  grows  up,  and  protefts 
the  growing  thorn  quick  from  being  nipped  by  cattle, 
and  this  is  confidered  an  excellent  praftice.  Hay-feed 
is  often  fown  in  the  face  of  ditches  likely  to  be  much 
affefted  by  froft,  which  makes  them  tough,  and  is  not 
"confidered  to  injure  the  growth  of  the  quick.  The 
ftrongeft  quicks,  although  the  deareft  at^*firft,  are  con- 
'  fidered  the  cheapeft  in  the  end,  as  they  grow  up  with 
and  proteA  the  afh,  elm,  &c.  planted  along  with 
them,  a  practice  more  generally  followed  than  here* 
tofore. 

•  The 
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The  quicks  are  all  laid  floping^.to  conduft  the  at« 
XDofpheric  moifture  to  the  root  of  the  plaat.  In  about 
ten  or  twelve  years  from  the  firft  makmg,  the  hedge  is 
either  cut  down^  and  the  ditch  fcoured^  or  plaftied  and 
laid ;  the  ftuiF  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  gripe  is 
either  put  out  as  maaure,  or  laid  on  the  top  of  the 
ditch. 

There  is  no  method  the  farmer  can  take,  to  improve 
the  appearance  of  the  country  more  expeditioufly,  and 
at  the  fame  time  with  fo  little  expence  to  himfelf,  as  by 
planting  hedgerows.  A  farm  well,  planted  in  tUs 
way  looks,  at  a  little  diftance,  as  if  it  was  well  wooded, 
and  I  have  heard  it  aflerted  by  perfons  extremely  well 
verfed  on  the  fubjeft,  that  if  a  farm  was  furrounded  by 
a  double  ditch,  enclofing  twenty-one  feet  between  the 
edge  of  one  gripe  and  the  edge  of  the  other,  and  this 
double  ditch  planted  with  four  rows  of  afti,  elm,  or 
fycamore,  and'regiftered,  that  at  the  epd  of  thirty-one 
years,  the  ufual  term  of  our  prefent  leafes,  the  timber 
would  pay  the  fee  fimple  of  the  ground  fo  enclofed. 
A(h  is  objefted  to  by  many,  from  the  mifchief  it  does 
by  its  widely  extended  roots,  impoverifliing  the  earth 
to  a  great  diilance  on  every  fide.  Its  leaves  too  are 
conlidered  by  fome,  as  little  lefs  deftru£live  than  the 
roots;  fome  objeA  to  plandng  any  kind  of  timber  trees 
whatfoever  in  hedges,  and  aflert,  that  they  injure  the 
hedge,  in  which  they  are  planted,  by  their  dropping  in 
wet  weather.  This,  however,  I  am  Indued  to  dgubt, 
K  2.  *     from 
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from  my  own  obfervation,  as  I  have  not  fecn  finer 
hedges  any  Where  than  at  AUenftown,  Gibftown,  Ard- 
bracxan,  Johnftown,  Kingftown,  &c.  in  each  of  which 
farnls  there  ar€  nncommonly  fine  rows  of  timber  trees, 
growing  in  the  hedges. 

I  fliould  iifiagine,  that  want  of  protection  from  the 
depredations  of  the  billhook  is  more  frequently  the 
caufe  of  ill  thriven  hedges,  than  the  dropping  of  the. 
timber  trees,  the  impoverifhment  of  the  foil  by  thei^ 
roots,  6r  any  caufe  whatfoever  attributable  to  them. 

There  are  very  few  walled  fences  to  be  met  with  ia 
tliis  county.  In  the  baronies  of  Demifore,  and  Lower 
Kells,  are  ftone-faced  ditches,  but  few  fences,  that 
inight  be  termed  walls,  add  except  for  the  purpofe  of 
cnclofing  a  park  for  deer,  bulls,  rams,  &c.  the  ditch  is 
confidered  the  better  fence,  both  on  account  of  its 
cheapnefs  and  durability.  Walls  are  allowed,  indeed, 
to  have  the  advantage,  of  occupying  a  lefs  fpace  of 
ground,  of  being  better  fhelter  for  cattle  in  winter,  and 
of  forming  a  ftronger  fence  againll  fportfmen  and  tref- 
pafiers  of  every  defcription;  biit  then,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  are  far  more  expenfive  at  firft  ;  they  feldom 
lafl:  long,  particularly  if  built  dry,  which  is  the  com- 
thon  mode  of  wall-fencing.  They  do  not  afford  any 
fhelter  to  cattle  tn  fummer,  from  the  fcorching  rays  of 
the  fun,  and  when  they  begin  to  fail,  they  are  a  conti- 
nual fource  of  torment  and  expence  to  the  owner; 
evefy  day  malces  a  new  breach,  which  muft  be  renew- 

ed, 
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edy  until  at  laft  there  are  few  remains  of  the  old  wall 
to  be  feen. 

I  ihould  not  omit  mentioning  here  the  wall  round 
the  demefne  of  Headfort,  built  by  the  late  Earl  of 
BeAive^  enclofing  an  area^  as  I  am  informed,  of  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  Iri(h  acres;  it  is  twelve  feet 
high,  and  built  in  the  beft  manner,  being  grouted 
throughout,  and  neatly  coped  with  fmall  round  ftofnes. 
The  demefne  of  Summerhill  too  is  enclofed  with  a 
very  high  wall,  as  is  alfo  the  demefnfe*  of  Stackallen, 
the  feat  of  Lord  Boyne,  and  Beauparc  the  feat  of 
.  Guftavus  Lambart,  Efq.  together  with  a  few  more. 

Ditches  are  cheap  in  their  original  formation;  they 
afford  good  flielter  for  cattle,  are  eafily  repaired,  draia  ^ 
the  ground,  and  are  a  continual  fourcc  of  manure,  af- 
fording either  limeftone  gravel  or  mud;  and  they  fup- 
ply  the  farmer  annuaHy  with  a  certain  proportion  of 
fuel  from  the  plaftiing,  and  timber  for  the  purpofes  of 
hufbandry.  The  hedgerows  give  an  appearance  of 
comfort  to  the  farm,  on  which  they  grow,  and  enrich 
and  beautify  the  face  of  the  country.  The  compare* 
tive  expeace  of  the  two  fences  may  be  thus  ratqd^. 


Ditcb^ 
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Ditch. 

To  finking  t  ditch  five  feet  deep,  fix  feet  ivide 
at  top,  and  eighteen  inches  wide  at  bottom, 
per  perch  of  twenty-one  feet,         -        ^    o    %    6 

Strong  thorn  quicks  for  ditto,  fixty,  at  5/  5^/.. 
perthonfand,      -        -        -        -        -003 

Afii  quicks  four  years  old,  three  at  one  penny 
each,         -        -        -        -        -        -0Q3 

WeediAg  ditto,  at  a^.pe^  P^f  ch  for  thre^  years,  906 


Wall  fence. 

To  quarrying  five  car-loads  of  (tones,  fix  cwt. 

each  load,  at  2^.  p^r  load,    -        -        -    o     o  i(o 
Mafon  work,  -        r        -t        -oii 

Attendance^  *        -        •;        ^        r9Q5 

024 
5 


A  wall  five  feet  high,  two  feet  broad  in  bot- 
tom, and  eighteen  inches  at  the  top,  has  five 
perches  of  work,  running  meafure,        -on     % 

If  lime  and  fandis  ufed,  2/.  2^  per  perch  muft 

be  added,  -        •        •        •        t    o  xo  10 


The  amount  of  ope  perch  of  a  wall  five  feet 
^^^  r        -        T        -        ?        £.\     %     6 

allowiag 
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allowing  all  materials  to  be  had  at  the  ufual  rates  of 
the  country. 

All  plalhing  fliould  be  done  in  February,  and,  if 
poffible,  when  the  ground  is  either  under  corn,  or  fliut 
up  for  meadoV,  as  cattle  are  extremely  fond  of  the 
young  ftioots  in  fummer,  but  when  they  grow  hard  to- 
wards winter,  they  feldom  crop  them. 

Quicks  fhould  be  chofen  clean  and  fmooth  in  the 
bark,  four  or  five  years  old,  well  rooted,  and|  if  poffible, 
once  tranlplanted.  Where  ftone  is  tolerably  conve- 
nient, piers  are  frequently  met  with,  hut  in  places,  at 
any  confiderable  diftance  from  a  quarry,  a  wooden  poll 
or  an  a(h  tree  muft  ferve.  The  Meflrs.  Roth  wells  build 
their  piers  of  two  parallel  walls,  with  a  reveal  in  each, 
the  depth  of  the  thicknefe  of  the  gate  poft,  and  fay, 
that  a  ditch  can  be  brought  better  to  the  back  of  it 
than  to*a  fquare  pier^  others  build  theirs  half  round, 
the  flat  fide  of  each  pier  n^xt  the  ditch  for  the  like 
purpofe^  but  the  field-gates  built  by  the  late  bi(hop  of 
Meath  at  Ardbraccan,  in  point  of  neatnefs  and  fimpU* 
city,  exceed  any  thing  I  have  few  'm  the  county;  cer- 
tainly the  advantages  were  great,  in  having  the  quarry 
on  his  LordAiip's  demefne,  but  to  a  perfoQ  r^fiding  at 
a  diftance,  that  would  be  only  the  difference  of  the 
carriage.  They  are  each  compofcd  of  twelve  ftones, 
every  two  making  a  courfe  of  work,  one  foot  high  and 
two  feet  fquare,  and  the  piers  and  iron  gates  may,  I 
tlupk^  even  at  the  prefent  price  of  iron,  be  had  for 

about 
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about  eight  guineas.  Except  on  the  demefnes  <$JF  qo*^ 
blemen  and  gentlen^en^  the  gates  are  generally  com^ 
pofed  of  wood,  and  can  be  had  from  half  a  guinea  to 
a  guinea  and  an  half,  according  to  the  quantity  of  tim- 
ber ufed  in  forming  them.  On  Thomas  Rothwell 
Eiq'rs.  grounds,  however,  iron  gates  are  to  be  met 
with,  even  leading  from  one  field  to  another;  upon  each 
of  his  farms,  his  piers,  gates,  fences,  and  hedgerows, 
are  moft  excellent  indeed.  The  moft  common  fize  of 
fields  is  from  ten  to  twenty  acres,  although  many  are 
found  amounting  to  thirty,  and  two  or  three  immedi- 
ately in  my  neighbourhood  have  feventy,  yet  they  may 
be  generally  rated  at  fifteen  acres.  Farmers  think  this 
the  moft  convenient  fize.  In  confined  farms^  and  in 
grounds  fubjed  to  wet,  they  arc  finaller. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIL 


ARABLE   LAND. 


Sect.  i.    Tillage^ 


AS  the  good  or  bad  tillage  of  any  country  muft  de^ 
pend  in  a  great  meafnre  upon  the  peribns  employed  in 
ploughing,  it  behoves  the  farmer  to  be  extremely  nico 
in  the  choice  of  his  ploughmen^  and  to  be  bimfelf  com« 
pletely  ildlled,  both  in  the  theory  and  praAice  of  ths 
operation^  to  know  the  purpofes  intended  to  be  produced 
thereby,  and  to  teach  them,  if  poflible,  to  his  men.  I 
{hall  here  copy,  from  Donaldfbn's  Agriculture,  his  oi»» 
nion  on  the  different  effects  to  be  produced  by  tliQ 
action  of  the  plough. 

«  Ploughing  ferves  the  following  purpofes.  It  in- 
<<  creafes  the  food  of  plants,  enlarges  thdr  pafture» 
<<  prepares  the  vegetable  food  for  entering  their  root^ 
<*  dcftroys  weeds,  and  removes  wetnefs. 

•<  Ploughing  increafes  the  food  of  plants^  by  open^ 
«  ing  the  foil  to  receive  the  vegetable  food  from  the 
<<  air^  and  by  enlar^g  the  furface,  thereby  ezpoCcg 

«  a  greater 
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«<  a  greater  quantity  of  foil  to  its  influence.  Plough- 
<*  ing  enlarges  the  pafturc  of  plants,  by  opening  the 
<<  foil  if  too  folid,  and  making  it  firm  if  too  light. 
<*  ^Ploughing  prepares  the  vegetable  food  for  entering 
«<  the  roots  of  plants,  by  reducing  vegetables  to  a  ftate 
<«  of  corruption,  and  diffolving  oils.  Ploughing  de» 
«« ftroys  weeds,  by  making  their  feeds  vegetate,  and 
«<  then  tearing  up  their  young  plants,  and  by  expofing 
<<  their  roots  to  the  drpught.  Ploughing  removes  wet-^ 
<<  nefs,  by  laying  up  land  in  proper  ridges.  It  may 
<<  be  faid,  therefore,  that  ploughing  is  one  of  the  moft, 
<«  important  operations  in  agriculture,  and  that  the 
<<  grei^teft  care  mu^  be  therefore  taken  in  the  per- 
^*  formance  of  it.** 

Next  to  a  compleat  knowledge  of  the  theory  and 
pra£Kce  of  ploughing,  the  farmer  fhould  be  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  propenfities  and  antipathies  of  the 
foil  he  wcMrks,  both  with  refpeA  to  cropping  and  ma^ 
nuring,  and  >xdth  the  fubflrata,  its  capabilities,  |  and^in- 
lernal  refources.  The  knowledge  of  thefe  feveral 
points  once  attained,  there  is  little  required  of  him  but 
attention  and  perfeverance  in  the  praftice  and  appBca- 
tion  of  them.  This  the  farmer  is  not  always  equal  to, 
ariiing  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  fldllful  plough- 
men (a  very  general  complaint),  and  from  the  want  of 
capital. 

From  the  limited  term  of  the  leafe  too,  the  tenant  is 
l^ten  deterred  from  rifquingj  a^py  ^onfiderable  fu<p>  as 
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the  probaUlity  of  a  renewal  depends  upon  a  mere 
chance,  cauied  by  the  baneful  fyftem  of  advertifing  and 
letthig  to  the  higheft  bidder,  with  little  regard  to  the 
tenant  in  being,  a  praAice  aimoft  univerfally  adopted 
throughout  this  country. 

The  foil  of  the  county  of  Meath  being  prindpally 
compofed  of  a  deep  rich  earth,  the  deepeft  plou^jhing 
is  generally  confidered  the  beft  tillage,"*  and  from  the 
propenfity  of  the  foil  to  weeds,  the  farmer,  who  has 
his  ground  in  the  moft  cleanly  flate,  and  at  the  lame 
time  mod  friable  and  pulverized,  is  confidered  to  have 
Ms  farm  in  the  ihoft  profitable  condition )  beyond  thiSj 
very  few  of  our  farmers  have  any  idea,  A  regular 
iyflem  of  cropping  is  not  followed  by  any  of  our  com- 
mon farmers,  nor  is  agriculture,  or  its  theory,  under* 
flood  even  by  many  of  our  beft  informed  gentlemen 
farmers,  and  what  may  be  juftly  termed  improved  hull 
bandry,  with  few  exceptions,  is  aimoft  quite  unknown 
in  the  county. 

Althou^ 

^  From  an  idea  of  tursing  up  freih  earth  pofieiEog  vegeta- 
tive powers,  that  never  were  called  into  a^ion ;  yet  the  foil  at 
the  utmoft  depth  (hould  not  be  all  turned  to  the  furface  at 
once,  but  by  degrees;  as  the  upper  ftratum  is  exhaufied,  a 
gradual  fupply  of  virgin  earth  ihould  be  judicioufly  added* 
^hich,  though  itpofleffes  not  thofe  qualities,  which  are  found 
to  promote  vegctoble  growth,  yet  has  inherent,  in  its  particles, 
the  power  of  attrading  from  the  atmofphcre  thofe  gazeous 
produds,  which>  when  added  tp  the  (oH,  farjfk  the  grand 
^iabulum  of  vegetable  exiftence. 
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Although  the  earth,  by  well  timed  cropping  and 
ploughing,  will  gradually  increafe  in,  or  at  leafl  retain 
its  fertility,  the  longer  it  is  tilled,  yet  in  tliis  county 
its  powers  gradually  decreafe  ^rom  the  firft  or  fecond 
crop,  until  it  can  hardly  return  a  quantity  equal  to  the 
feed  fown.  This  is  entirely  owing  to  the  farmer's  ig- 
•nwance  of  a  regular  fyftem  in  the  courfe  of  crops, 
and  the  want  of  a  return  to  the  earth,  through  the 
medium  of  manure,  fallow,  green  crop,  &c.  of  part  of 
the  vegetative  powers,  of  which  it  was  deprived.  But 
bad  as  the  pref^nt  ftate  of  huibandry  may  be  in  the 
county,  it  is  a  well-known  fa£l,  that  it  is  much  more 
improved  within  thefe  laft  ten  years,  than  it  was 
during  at  leaft  the  fifty  years  preceding.  This  general 
improvement  is  due  to  three  very  extenfive  caufes| 
firft,  to  the  very  great  encouragement  given  to  fupe- 
rior  tillage  by  premiums  from  the  Dublin  Society,  to- 
gether with  the  vaft  information  on  agricultural  fub« 
jefts,  diffeminated  by  it  through  the  country  at  large* 
Secondly,  to  the  increafe  of  population,  which  by 
creating  a  demand  for  land,  and  confequently  a  rife 
upon  rents,  fets  ingenuity  at  work,  to  deviie  fome  me- 
thod of  forcing  the  earth  to  yield  more  abundantly 
than  heretofore;  fuperior  tillage  was  the  means,  that 
naturally  prefented  itfelf.  And  thirdly,  to  the  number 
of  gentlemen  of  landed  property,  who  have  of  late 
made  agriculture  their  chief  ftudy,  as  well  in  praftice 
as  in  theory,  furnifhing  more  frequent  examples  of 
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ttie  good  efieAs  of  fuperior  tillage.  And  as  example 
has  at  all  times  exceeded  precept^  this  was  the  quickeft, 
and  moft  certain  method  of  reducing  a  knowledge  of 
the  praftice  to  the  level  of  the  underftandings  of  the 
generality  of  farmers.  Add  to  this,  the  very  great 
{hare  of  liberality  and  information,  which  the  prefent 
race  of  farmers  poflcfs  over  their  predeceflbrs,  which 
has  rendered  the  a<ioption  of  modern  improvements, 
m  tillage  and  hufbandry,  fo  much  more  general  thaa 
heretofore,  that  we  find  many  now  following  a  prac- 
,  tice,  that  their  anceftors  would  have  ftyled  innovation, 
and  againfl  which  they  would  have  (hut  both  thdr 
eyes  and  ears,  left  they  (hould  be  obliged  to  acknow^ 
ledge  its  fuperiority  or  advantages  over  thofe  praQicef , 
which  they  had  for  fo  many  years  continued  in  the 
habit  of.  Too  many  fuch  charafters  are  ftill  to  be 
met  with,  not  only  amongft  the  ignorant,  but  alfo 
amongft  the  more  enlightened  j  yet  every  day's  expe- 
rience of  the  benefits  arifing  from  improved  hufbandry 
will,  I  truft,  diminifh  their  numbers,  and  I  look  for- 
ward with  hope  and  pleafure  to  the  day,  when  none 
fuch  will  be  met  with  in  Meath,  a  day  when  felf- 
intereft  will  induce  thofe  farmers,  at  prefent  wedded  to 
the  old  fyftem,  to  adopt  more  improved  methods,  from 
a  thorough  conviflion  of  their  utility,  which  they  now 
cither  afFeft  to  defpife  with  fupercilious  contempt,  arit 
ing  from  ignorance,  or  reprobate  as  wild  and  chime- 
rical. 
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Much  as  We  have  improved  in  tillage  within  thcib 
few  years,  there  yet  remains  a  great  deal  to  be  cffeft- 
cd;  and  to  take  into  view  the  agriculture  of  Meath, 
"with  fome  of  the  counties  of  England,  would  be  draw<>^ 
ing  a  compariibn,  which  muft  only  tend  to  expoie  our 
deficiency  on  many  fubjefls,  of  which  we  fliould  not 
at  this  moment  be  ignorant.  But  as  all  things  muft 
have  a  beginmng,  fo  time  will  probably  bring  to  pafs 
what  the  bed  theory  could  not  immediately  effeft,  aoi 
we  may  fondly  hope  that,  thoi^h  its  operations  are 
flow,  they  will  yet  be  fure,  particularly  as  the  objeft 
of  our  purfuit  is  of  fo  very  general  and  manifeft 
utility* 


Sect.  2.     Fallowings 

Whether  a  compleat  dry  fallowing  is  at  all  nece& 
fary  for  the  lands  of  Meathj.  whether  green  crops  may 
not  anfwer  every  purpofe  as  well,  if  not  better,  as 
Ibme  aflert;  or  whether  the  regular  fallow  may  not  be 
deferred  to  periods  more  diftant  in  the  courfe  of  crops, 
are  queftions,  which  I  (hall  not  here  attempt  to  deter- 
mine; they  have  already  been  ably  and  frequently  dif- 
cufled  by  feveral  writers  on  the  fubjeft.  I  ihall  there- 
fore only  ftatc,  what  is  the  praftice  and  opinion  of 
thofe  farmers,  with  whom  I  have  converfed  upon  the 

fubjeft. 
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fobjeftt  and  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  adopt  or  rejeA 
the  praAice,  as  he  (hall  thiok  fit. 

The  foil  of  Mcath  being  generally  a  rich  earth,  ra- 
ther retendve  of  water^  and  naturally  prone  to  the 
produftion  of  weeds-,  a  compleat  fummer's  fallow  is 
confidered  by  the  moA  judicious  farmers^  as  abfolutely 
neceflary,  at  dated  periods,  efiedually  to  eradicate 
them  J  every  attempt  to  cleanfe  the  ground,  by  clover, 
vetches,  or  any  other  umbrageous  green  crop,  proving 
infttfEdent. 

.  Although  a  fuminer  fallow  is,  in  moft  inftances, 
adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  ipeedily  deaniing  the  earth, 
yet  it  is  often  reforted  to,  as  the  furefl  and  cheapeft 
method  of  meliorating  and  inidgorating  a  worn  out 
foil :  in  both  thefe  caies,  and  whatever  may  be  the 
end'propofed  in  fallowing,  the  fallows  ihould  always 
be  broken  up  before,  or  at  leaft  as  early  in  November 
as  poflible.  If  to  cleanfe  is  the  objeft,  the  feeds,  that 
were  fhed  by  weeds,  are  covered,  and  provoked  to  put 
forth  their  buds  and  ftrike  root,  which  the  fucceeding 
ploughings  expofe  to  the  wind  and  weather,  thus  to 
be  (hrivelled  by  the  drought,  or  picked  off  by  the 
hand.  If  melioration  be  the  objeft,  the  land,  by^being 
thus  thrown  up,  receives  the  froft  more  thoroughly, 
and  is  of  conrle  eafier  pulverized  by  the  fucceeding 
operations  of  the  plough.  Where  fallowing  is  adopted 
for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  couch  grafs,  Mr.  Morris 
prefers  the  practice  of  leaving  the  fallows  unbroieh, 
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ondl  the  latter  end  of  April;  he  thinks  the  roots  are 
then  more  eafU^  deftroyed,  either  by  picking  off^  or  by 
the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun;  it  is  his  opinion  alfb^ 
tfiat  every  ploughing  in  the  winter,  or  early  fpring 
months,  ferves  but  to  provoke  a  fre(h  (hoot  from  the 
couch  root,  the  fmalleft  part  of  which,  fuffered  to  re- 
main in  the  ground  undeftroyed,  vdll  fpring  up  again; 
but  though,  in  many  foils,  this  praAice  may  be  the 
moft  advantageous,  yet  it  muft  not  be  confidered  as 
the  beft  plan  of  fallowing  in  foils  of  fo  (UfF  a  nature^ 
as  nothing  (hort  of  the  powerful  influence  of  froft 
can  crumble  fufficiently  to  receive  harromng,  and  b^ 
thus  rendered  fit  for  feed.     On  light  gravelly  foUs^ 
where  there  is  not  a  fufficient  degree  of  retendveneft 
,  to  hold  the  moifture  to  the  root  of  the  plant,  fallow* 
kig,  although  praAifed  by  fome,  is  confidered  as  ex« 
tremely  injurious;  here  clover,  turnips,  &c.  are  con« 
lidered,  although  feldom  ufed,  as  preferable  to  fallow- 
ing.   But  on  ftifl^  cold  clay,  or  on  grounds,  that  are 
ibbjeA  to  become  hard  and  heavy,  after  three  or  four 
ctops,  thofe  that  are  diflicnit  to  be  worked  in  a  dry 
fummer,  and  as  difficult  in  wet  weather,  fuch  as  can 
only  be  wrought  at  ftated  periods,  when  the  weather 
is  ndther  too  wet  nor  too  dry;  thele  are  the  foils,  that 
require  a  compleat  fummer's  fallow,  after  having  been 
ploughed  before  the  winter's  froft. 

Thofe  farmers,  who  pay  par^cular  attention  to  their 
^age»  generally  break  up  their  fallows  before  Chrift- 
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mas  as  lightly^  pof&Ue>  yeit  fo  as  to  reverie  ^e  fur«i 
face ;  in  this  ftate  It  lies,  until  after  the  fpring  com  is 
fowDi  potatoes  planted^  &c.  at  wluch  time  it  b  either 
crofs-harrowed  by  a  heavy  barrow,  or,  if  clotted  toge- 
ther by  the  raiiii  it  is  baok-ftirred  *  \idth  the  plough, 
fomewluit  desper  than  the  breakisg,  before  it  b  har- 
rowed. If  dirtyi  the  oouch-barrow  is  now  ma  over 
the  ground,  and  the  weeds  gathered,  and  generally 
bnmed ;  and  if '  to  be  mannred  or  gravelled,  it  is  dote 
at  this  ieafoa. 

The  next  ploughing  is  called  the  ginrowing,  and  ts 
performed  by  ploughing  acrofs  the  ridges  with  fix 
borles  or  ball6cks,  turning  up  the  ground  in  high  nciN 
row  ridges,  tompofed  of  eight  fcribes  of  the  plough; 
tbde  ridges  dumot  be  raifed  too  high  towards  the  mid- 
dle,' in  the  idea  of  the  farmer,  and  the  ploughman  is 
condnually  urged  to  two  points;  firft,  not  to  leave  any 
part  of  the  ground  uncut;  and  next,  to  plough  as  deep 
as  poffible,  yet  fo  as  not  to  turn  up  any  unnatural  day, 
that  the  fun  and  fcorching  winds  of  fummer  may  have 

L  filU 

*  In  this  cafe  Mr.  Morris  would  crofs-ploughy  inftead  of 
back-dining ;  he  thinks  back-ffirring  ferves  to  bury  the  couch 
oat  of  the  reach  of  the  harrow :  this  has  been  put  in  practice 
by  (bme  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Navan,  who  tie 
the  Scotch  plough^  and  fay»  that  this  mode  breaks  and  cats 
the  fibres  of  the  couch-grais  fo  much,  that  the  harrow  or  rake, 
ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  it  off  the  furface,  has  not  the 
-eSed  it  has  in  other  cafes,  as  the  couch-grafs  Qips  throagh 
ihc  teeth. 
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..full  liberty  to  operate  upon  the  foil  for  meiioradoa^ 
aod  upon  the  weed-root  for  deftruftion. 

In  this  ftate  it  is  Uft  dqring  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
^  fummeri  after  which  the  plough  takes  a  broad  ftroke 
,  off  each  fide  of  the  ridge,  and  turns  it  into  the  furrow; 
.this  i$  called  fpalling,  or  fmall  ploughing;  the  four- 
horie  harrow  is  again  run  acrofs  it,  and  the  ground  b 
made  quite  level,  and,  if  dirty,  it, is  again  couch-har- 
rowed and  picked ;  in  fliort  thofc,  who  do  tbeir  bpfi- 
nefs   right,  plough,  harrow,    and  pick,    until  their 
ground  is  perfeAly  dean. 

The  next  ploughing,  that  the  fallows  rece'iye,  is  called 

.Jtr/rtfhing^  and  runs  as  the  ridges  of  fi>wn  com  are  in- 

;  tended  to  lie,  and  are  left  five  or  fix  feet  ^road ;  upcAi 

.  thefe  ridges  the  com  is  often  fown  broadrcaft,  and  bar« 

rowed  m ;  the  furrows  being  fiioveled  upon  the  ridge, 

a  little  corn  is  Town  in  the  furrow,  and  one  tum  of  the 

plough  run  in  it ;  when  this  is  not  the  cafe,  the  plough 

,  is  run  twice  in  each  furrow,  and  the  whole  levelled 

.  again,  (own  on  the  furface,  and  ploughed  down  in  fix 

or  eight  fod  ridges. 

Many  leave  the  land  in  the  gorrowing  ridges  until 
the  time  of  fowing,  and  then  fcore-harrow^  and,  with* 
ovxjlr etchings  fow  the  corn  on  the  furface,  and  plough 
.  it  in ;  but  this  is  confidered  a  flovenly  praftice,  no  fal- 
low beiQg  thought  complete,  without  having  under- 
gone four  ploughings  at  lead ;  and,  indeed,  from  the 
.  heavy  covering,  with  which  the  middle  of  the  ridge  is 

loaded 
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loaded  in  gorrowiag,  without  the  procefs  of  ftretch!ng» 
a  part  of  the  foil  muft  remain  unexpofed  to  the  air^ 
preyioas  to  bmg  fowed.  Thofe,  who  do  not  break  tip 
Iheir  fallows  before  ChriftmaSi  do  it  as  foon  after  as 
poffiUe;  feme  flovenly  farmers  negle£l  to  break  np  t(n- 
til  May^  after  which  the  plonghiogs  follow  each  other 
fo  quickly,  that  the  leeds  of  the  weeds  are  not  fufiered 
to  vegetate,  wluch  is  abfolntely  neceflary  to  their  pec- 
fea  deffonftion. 

Some  farmers  prefer  pntdng  on  their  manure  after 
gorrowing,  from  an  idea,  that  it  is  kept  nearer  die  root 
of  the  plant  by  fo  ddng,  than  if  it  was  put  on  before^ 
as  the  deep  ploughing  might  bury  fbme  of  the'msmure^ 
totally  out  of  the  reach  of  the  root  of  the  plant. 

Lime;  having  the  property  of  finkmg,  is  generally 
confidered  to  be  of  the  moft  lervice  to  land,  that  is  to 
be  dlled  for  any  length  of  dme,  when  laid  on  the  fdl 
after  gorrowing;  but  if  the  ground  is  to  be  imme- 
diately laid  down,  it  is  faid  to  be  more  evenly  mixed, 
and  to  increaie  the  furface  of  the  earth  moft  effeftu- 
ally,  by  being  laid  on  before  the  gorrowing. 

Planting  potatoes,  even  without  dung  or  manure,  is 
looked  on  as  a  good  method  of  fallowing  on  rich  foils, 
where  deanfing  is  the  only  objeA  to  be  attained  $  but 
planting  them  mth  dung,  when  both  deanfing  and  en- 
riching are  the  objeAs,  is  confidered,  with  juftice,  as 
much  better. 

L  2  It 
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It  is  a  cdmmon  praAice,  vfhcn  a  fanner  Hres  near  k 
vills^e,  to  open  the  field  that  he  parpoies  falkmii^  bi 
<^rder  that  the  poor  cottiers  round  him  may  bring  thdr 
•imanure,  and  plant  their  potatoes  in  it.  If  the  field  is 
in  tolerable  heart,  he  charges  as  much  per  acre,  per- 
iiaps  fomething  tnore,  than  the  rebt  he  pays,  i^hich  is 
^termed  <^  paying  the  ftanding  tent  ;**  if  poor,  he  makds 
"HO  charge.  In  one  cafe  be  gets  his  fallows  manured 
and  worked,  without  even  the  charge  of  tte  fecond 
ifear's  rent,  which  the  crop  after  a  dry  fallow  owes 
liiin;  and,  at  all  events,  he  has  his  ground  manured 
iree  of  coft,  and  nearly  as  well  worked. 

Plaodng  potato^  in  drills,  hz  prafHce  coming  faft 
into  general  adopdon,  and  is  c6nfidered  to  be  die  beft 
^ethod  of  potatoe  fallowing,  as  by  it  the  land  can  be 
deept  well  wed  with  the  plough,  at  little  or  no  expence. 
.  l&r.  Oodd,  of  Naran,  works  his  fallows  entirely  ^ith 
4hc  Scotch  plough;  he  generally  breaks  np  before 
Cfariftmas,  and  in  AprU  or  May  he  crols-ploughs,  a 
•fittle  deeper  than  he  broke,  without  previous  harrow^ 
ing,  and  then  he  ploughs  diagonally  acrofi  thofe  ri(i^es, 
with  three  horfes,  fome  inches  deeper  than  his  firft  or 
iecond  ploughing. 

He  fays  this  method  is  the  beft  and  quickeft  to  re- 
duce a  ftubborn  foil,  and  that  it  ferves  to  b»iifli  the 
weeds  as  effeftually  as  the  old  method  of  fallowing. 
His  ploughman,  a  Scotchman,  drives  either  three  or 

four 
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four  hotk^in  hand,  and  holds  the  plough  at  the  fapie 
time. 

la  gorrowingy  farmers  differ  m  opinion  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  throwing  up  ^e  land  into  high  nar.rpv 
lidges,  or  kavmg  them  flat  and  broads 

Thofe,  who  pradlife  the  high  narrow  plan,  arguc^ 
that  they  expofe  more  of  the  earth  to  the  influence  of 
the  weather,  than  if  left  brpad,  and,  of  coturfe,  feryC: 
the  purpbfes  of  fallowing  more  effeAually.  On  die 
other  hand  thoie,  who  are  perfuaded  in  favour  of  tho- 
broad  form  of  the  ridges,  infifl:  that,  in  opening  the 
ridge,  few  ploughmen  are  fuflidently  careful,  in  com« 
ing  back,  to  throw  nearly  one-half  of  what  they  tpcdc 
up  the  firft  flroke,  into  the  fame  furrow  again;  butt  b£ 
coming  wide  of  it,  they  leave  part  of  the  ground  un- 
cut, which  the  farmers  call  «  leaving  a  bone  in  the 
ground."  If  expofure  to  the  air,  fun,  Sec.  be  the  ob« 
jeft,  it  is  effefted  much  better  in  the  broad  ridges,  a» 
by  them  all  the  earth  is  equally  expofed  $  but,  in  the 
Other  way,  a  confiderable  part  is  covered,  by  heaphig 
Dp  together  that  earth,  which,  in  the  broad  ridge^ 
would  expofe  a  more  even  furfacc  to  the  influence  of 
die  air  and  fun,  as,  in  the  raifed  ridges,  the  third  and 
fourth  fod  cover  in  the  firft  and  fecond^  Much  majt 
be  faid  in  favour  of  both  pra6lices  i  the  gorrowing  in 
high  ridges,  however,  is  by  far  the  more  prevalent 
praftice. 

IfliaU 
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I  fliall  coodnde  this  head,  by  reporting  the  opmioa 
of  an  excellent  farmer  on  the  fubjeft  of  fallows  (WH- 
liam  Morris,  Efq.),  who  is  as  extenfive  in  the  tillage 
Bne  as  perhaps  any  man  in  Ireland,  having  feldom  leis 
than  four  hundred  acres  of  corn  per  year,  often  much- 
more,  and  is  generally  confidered  to  make  as  profitable 
ufe  of  his  land,  as  any  other  farmer  in  the  county.  He 
thinks,  that  a  dry  fummer-fallowing  is  abfolutely  requi- 
fite  for  the  generality  of  the  lands  of  this  county,  and 
that  vetches  or  clover  never  can  be  fubftituted  with  ef- 
feft :  that  the  better  the  ground  is  fallowed,  the  longer 
it  will  be  without  requiring  another  fallow:  that,  where- 
as from  a  bad  fallowing  two  or  three  profitable  crops 
can  only  be  produced,  a  good  one  will  be  followed  by 
five  or  fix,  and  yet  the  foil  continue  tolerably  clean. 
When  once  the  land  is  clean,  heavy  green  crops  may 
keep  it  fb,  perhaps  two  or  three  years  longer  than  it 
would  remain  without  them,  but  then  it  will  require  a 
repetition  of  the  former  working. 

Mr.  Harman,  of  Drogheda,  has  a  farm  in  Duleek 
barony,  which  he  ufed  to  fallow  (bdng  a  ftiff  clay) 
every  third  year  j  but,  by  the  adoption  of  vetches, 
clover,  &c.  and  the  ufe  of  the  drill  machine,  he  now 
fallows  only  every  fifth  year,  and,  he  fays,  with  better 
effeft,  than  heretofore  he  did  every  third. 

On  the  whole,  the  fubjeft  of  fallows  is  one,  which  is 
of  fuch  importance  in  agricultural  calculation,  that  it 
ippears  to  me,  the  fooner  it  is  decided,  whether  or 

not 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  MEATR         15% 

"not  we  are  to  continue  in  its  praAice^  the  better  for  the 
community.    There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  necet 
fity  there  iS|  of  ceafing  at  a  certain  period  from  a  re- 
petition of  fowing  the  fame  kind  of  grain  in  fituations^ 
where  the  produce  becomes  lefs  after  the  fecond  crop, 
perhaps  in  a  duplicate' proportion,  or  indeed  even  in  a 
ratio  ftill  greater;  nor  is  there  a  doubt,  that  after  the 
iapfe  of  a  certain  time  the  foil  will  be  fo  far  renovated, 
that  it  may  produce  equally  as  at  any  former  period. 
But  without  feeking  for  the  caufe  of  one  or  the  other 
of  thefe  fa£ls,  dther  chemically  or  philofophically,  we 
are  ftiil  prone  to  (Continue  in  the  old  pradice,  ,a8  our 
forefathers  did,  and  wifely  make  ufe  of  die  trite  re- 
mark, "  That  'when  a  horfe  is  tiud  he  muft  lie  down  and 
«•  rg?,  and  when  afield  is  tired  it  mujl  Be  quiet  and  reft:* 
but  this,  though  a  figurative,  is  not  the  leis  an  uiyuft 
comparifon ;   for  comparing  an  animated  being  to  ail 
inanimate  fubftance,  is  an  abfurdity,  and,  as  its  eiieft 
ferves  to  deter  many  from  loo^g  further,  ihould  be 
difcarded.    The  faA  is,  there  is  a  capabiUty  in  the 
earth's  furface,  when  in  conta^  with  the  atmoiphere, 
of  imbibing  therefrom  certain  gazeous  produfts,  which 
chemical  caufes  and  confequences  are  conftantly  evolv- 
ing.   The  procefs  of  vegetation  depends    not  only 
upon  a  due  admixture  of  thefe,  or  with  the  foil  vegeta* 
bles  exift  in,  but  is  advanced  by  external  air  and  heat; 
the  flow  gradations,  in  which,  by  fallowing,  thefe  pro* 
du£ls  are  united  to  the.  foil,  it  a  certam  drawback  os 

the 
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At  profits  of  the  holb^idaian.    If  w«  are  to  enqiiire^ 
whether  it  is  poffible  to  g^ve  to  the  £ul  thofe  produ^jba 
iBOre  expe(&doii{ly»  fi>  as;  to  renew  it$  energy  in  a 
g^ven  lime,  without  the  t^.dkms  proceis  of  fallawia^ 
we  can  with  certainty  ^nfwer  i^  the  affirmative — 
aamelyi  by  the  feveral  kinds  of  manure^  whofe  a6tioa 
k  nothing  more  than  returning  that  pabulum,  winch 
la  neceflary  to  the  well  being  of  the  crops,  to  the 
earth  they  grew  in;  but  then,  though  this  is  praAica- 
Ue,  yet  the  expence  of  manuring  is  equiTalent  to  the 
lofs  fixfiained  by  the  delay  in  fallowing,  and  thus  the 
advastages  and  difadvantages  meet  at  a  point.    On  ^ 
ffoper  rotation  of  cropa  muft  we  principally  depend  for 
profit  and  advantage,  ftiU  retalmog  within  the  earth's 
bofbm  thofe  energies^  which  give  life  and  vigour  to 
ihe  vegetable  kingdom,  and  repay  the  farmer  for  hi$ 
txail;  thusy  at  a  period  not  far  diftant^  may  we  hope  to 
fte  the  practice  of  horticulture  extend  itfelf  into  th^ 
field,  and  riie  enlarged  iterations  of  agriculture  car-r 
xkd  into  efFedl  with  the  precifion  of  fdence,  and  th« 
.perfevcrance  of  induftry, 
\. 

Sect.  3.    Rotation  ofcropi% 

I  HAVE  Bot  been  able  to  procure  information  of  anj 
landlord,  who  has  ^ith^r  confined  his  tenant  \g>  a  cer-^ 
tain  particular  courft  of  cropping,t  9r  prevented  his 

crofping 
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cropping  his^  land  as  be  thioks  proper,  nor  of  a  teiMQit 
who  (IriAly  adheres  to  ony  particular  fyftem.  Every 
man  fows  that  kind  of  grain^  from  which  he  expe^  to 
reap  the  greateft  produce. 

The  moft  ufuai  courfe,  however,  on  lands  conGJling 
of  deep  rich  clay,  fuch  as  have  been  under  graft  &091 
ten  to  thirty  years,  and  are  in  the  hands  of  fanners^ 
is  as  follows : 

I  ft  year,  potatoes  on  the  lea,  perhaps  ploughed 
lightly,  and  afterwards  planted  in  the  lazy-bed  way. 

2nd  year,  potatoes,  the  laft  year's  ridge  being  the 
furrow  on  the  following,  and  planted  as  above* 
3rd        •        -        •        oats, 
4th        «        •        *        oats. 
5th        •        -        •        oats. 
6th        •       .        -        fallow. 
7th        -        •        -        wheat, 
8th        «.        •        -        oats. 
gxh        •        «        •        oats, 
loth        m        *        'm        oats, 
nth        -        -        -     '  fallow,  &c. 
On  the  lighter  foils,  that  are  capable  of  yielding 
barley,  the  following  is  generally  the  courfe: 
ift  and  and  year,  potatoes  as  above. 
3rd    •    oats. 

4th    «    barley,  with  two  ploughing8«»^ 
5th    -    oats. 
.  ^th    •*    potatoes,  with  dung. 

7th 
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7th    -    bere  fown  after  the  potatoes  are  dag  out^ 

fometimes  barley  the  following  year. 
8th    -    oats. 
9th    -    oats, 
loth    -    fallow, 
nth    -    wheat,  &c. 

When  grounds  have  either  been  laid  down  out  of 
heart,  and  are  become  what  the  farmers  term  hide' 
hounds  or  from  dirt  or  couch  grafs  do  not  yield  kind 
herbage,  the  courfe  generally  is, 

I  ft,  Poftatoes  on  the  lea,  with  dung  or  lime. 
2nd,  Potatoes,  after  which  the  land  is  laid  up  in  high 
ridges,  and  if  proper, 

3rd,  Barley,  if  not  oats,  and  grafs  feeds. 
When   land  is  reduced  by  being  long  under  the 
plongh,  perhaps  with  bad  management,  the  courfe  of 
crops  is  materially  altered;  fallowing  is  then  reforted 
to  every  fourth  year :  Thus, 


ift 

fallow 

or 

ift 

fallow. 

2nd 

wheat 

— 

2nd 

wheat. 

3rd 

oats 

— 

3rd 

oats. 

4th 

oats 

—  ■ 

4th 

potatoes. 

5th 

fallow 

— 

5th 

barley  or  here. 

6th 

wheat 

— 

<^th 

oats. 

7th 

wheat. 

in  which 

clover  is  fown,  and  fed  off  for 

2  or  3  years 

to  reft  the  land,    - 

7th 

fallow. 

The 
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The  ufe  of  clover  is  become  more  general,  even 
amongft  the  fmdl  farmers,  than  heretofore,  and  iti 
value  as  a  crop  feems  to  be  more  univerfaliy  known 
and  acknowledged.  But  as  a  fallow  they  cannot  be 
induced  to  adopt  it,  as  indeed  they  are  averie  from 
moft  green  crops,  except  the  moft  evident  proofs  are 
brought  under  their  eyes. 

It  is  fown  generally  in  the  wheat  crop,  and  eateo 

off  by  flieep,  or  foiled  by  the  working  horfes,  &c.  in 

the  fold-yard  for  the  firft  year,  and  ploughed  in  for  a 

crop  of  barley  the  fpring  following,  if  the  ground  is 

fit  for  it;  if  not,  oats  is  the  crop,  or  perhaps  it  is  fed 

off  a  fecond  or  third  year,  after  which  fallow  and 

wheat  as  before*, 

Bere 

*  At  a  time  not  far  diflant  it  was  found  neceflary,  by  the 
Dublin  Society,  to  offer  premiums  to  thofe,  who  grew  clover, 
and  many  pertinacioufly  oppoied  its  u(e ;  of  late  it  has  be-* 
become  fo  general,  that  few  farmers  are  ieen  without  a  greatc^ 
or  leffer  extent  every  year.  To  the  general  ufe  of  clover 
are  we  to  impute  the  progreflive  rife  on  land,  conjoined  with 
other  cafual  events  of  general  as  well  as  particular  influence. 
Previous  to  the  ufe  of  clover,  the  proprietor  of  a  wretched, 
worn  out  farm  had  no  refource,  but  to  fit  in  fiknt  anxiety, 
and  wait  the  coming  of  his  crop  after  fallows,  whilft  he  pined 
in  poverty  during  the  interval  between  one  crop  and  the 
other.  If  the  fallow  crop  was  not  produftive,  his  ruin  was 
inevitable,  and  hence  the  caufe,  why  individuals  pay  three 
times  the  rent  now,  which  their  predecefFors  were  unequal  to; 
a  circumftance,  which  the  rife  on  corn,  and  thfe  increafe  ia 
population,  cannot  alone  account  for,  independent  of  the  late 
improvements  in  hufbandry. 
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Bere  U  a  crop  very  much  cultivated  in  this  country^ 
and  although  uacertaiu  in  its  growth,  yet^  when  it  does 
bity  is  extremely  profitable.  It  generally  rates  withia 
three  flullings  per  barrel  of  the  price  of  barley,  and  is 
often  {own  in  fpring  with  fuccefs,  but  moft  generally 
in  November  and  December,  and  then  in  ground^  from 
whence  potatoes  have  been  dug.  It  is  thought  not  to 
injure  the  land  as  much  as  wheat  would,  if  fown  after 
potatoes,  and  from  its  flocking  or  ftooling  in  Ipring, 
overfpreads  the  furface,  and  leaves  the  ground  perfe£l:^ 
ly  dean* 

Bere  is  leldom  Town  in  grounds,  that  have  been  fal- 
|owed«  except  in  bottom  land;  thofe  are  generally 
cropped  with  wheats  as  producing  the  fureft  profit. 
In  the  deep  rich  loams  about  Navan,  within  the  reach 
of  dung  from  the  diftiller's  yard,  bere  is  often  fown 
after  barley  or  oats,  the  ftubble  being  firft  highly  ma- 
nured. Thefe  grounds  are  feldom  fallowed;  when 
they  become  dirty,  potatoes  are  found  fuffident  to 
cleanfe  them  of  filth,  and  they  are  kept  in  fuch  high 
tilth,  and  the  demand  for  pc^atoe.  ground  is  fo  great 
amongfl  the  poor,  that  they  pay  inunenfe  prices  for  it; 
perhaps  from  eight  to  ten  pounds  per  acre,  when  ma- 
nured for  them. 

When  barley  is  fown  after  a  crop  of  oats,  wheat,  or 
bere,  the  land  is  twice  ploughed;  one  ploughing  is 
done  in  November  or  December,  and  the  other  im- 
jpaediatcly  previous  to  the  fowing..    When  it  is  fown 
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'after  potato^Sy  the  ground  is  left  as  when  ttie  potatoes 
were  dog  out/  until  the  fowing  {eaibfi  commenceih^ 
then  ploughed  once,  perhaps  twice.*  Barley  grown 
after  potatoes  is  generally  ill  coloured,  and  ftrong  in 
the  rind,  and  on  this  account  does  not  produce  as 
much  at  market,  as  that  (own  after  fallow  or  ftubble 
twice  ploughed,  although  oats  (own  thus  would  groW 
rather  brighter  in  its  colour  than  the  feed  fown. 

Land  in  the  hands  of  poor  farmers  is  worfe  ma- 
nured, as  may  be  fuppofed,  than  what  we  find  in  the 
pofleiiSon  of  the  more  wealthy,  and  their  rotation  may 
be  fairly  fiated  thus : 

I  ft,  fallow, 
and,  oats. 
3rd,  oats. 

4th,  oats,  if  it  will  yield,  if  not,  potatoes  with' a 
little  dung. 
.    5th,  here, 
^th,  oats. 
7tfi,  oats. 

8th,  oats,  and  thus  left  to  itfelf,  to  recover  as  it 

can, 

*  This  prafticc  is  rational;  for  (hould  the  foil  be  ploughed 
up  previous  to  the  fowing  feafon,  nothing  can  be  gained,  as 
tt  is  already  imbued,  with  thofe  particles,  that  are  friendly  to 
vegetation,  and  a  great  deal  ntay  be  loft  by  the  heavy  rains, 
walking  from  the  earth  its  richeft  ingredients,  fhould  the 
foil  be  long  ploughed  up  previous  to  fowbg.  The  reverfe  may 
be  (aid  of  fallows ;  for  here  nothing  can  be  lo%  and  a  great 
deal  gained  by  the  gradual  decay  of  roots,  fibres>  Sec.  and 
the  long  expofure  to  air  and  froft. 
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can,  prodndng  little  to  the  owner  but  weeds,  oai 
which,  however,  his  wretched  cattle  muft  feed  or 
.  fiarve. 

When  a  poor  man  comes  to  poflefs  a  fmall  portion 
of  bog,  he  firft  tries  to  drain  it;  then  during  two  years 
fucceffively  he  plants  potatoes,  after  which  he  fows 
rye,  then  oats,  once  or  twice,  afterwards  potatoes 
with  dung. 

When  barley  or  oats  fucceed  to  wheat  grown  on 
high  ridges,  the  farmer  in  the  month  of  November 
or  December  ploughs  every  fecond  ridge,  laying  the 
half  on  either  fide,  upon  the  adjcnning  ridge. 

The  furrow  thus  made  becomes  the  centre  of  the 
ridge  the  following  fpring,  and  the  barley  or  oats  thus 
fown  produces  generally  a  nice,  although  not  a  heavy 
crop. 

Thus  we  fee  there  is  no  fyftematic  rotation  in  the 
mode  of  cropping  throughout  Meath;  and  I  am  firmly 
I  perfuaded,  that  nothing  but  time  and  the  example  of 
men  of  independent  fortunes,  bringing  mto  efTeA  the 
profitable  practice  of  interpofing  green  with  culmife* 
rous  crops,  can  improve  the  interior  agriculture  of  the 
country.  For  though  in  many  inftances,  among  the 
lower  order  of  farmers,  there  is  to  be  found  an  apathy 
and  indifference,  and  in  like  manner  a  ftupid  fort  of 
pbftinacy,  in  refpeA  to  any  propofed  improvement^ 

yet 
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yet  to  tbefe  canies^  alone  we  are  not  warranted  to  im- 
pute the  flow  adoption  of  new  plans. 

The  farmer  naturally  fays;  <<  Should  this  implement 
<<  not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  or  (hould  my  xrop  be  un* 
<<  productive  after  fuch  and  foch  experiments,  will  my 
«  landlord  for^ve  me  the  half  year's  rent?,  certainly 
<'  no;  therefore  I  will  not  venture;''^ thus  we  muft 
perceive,  that  timidity  and  over-prudence  tend  as 
much  as  other  cauies,  to  check  the  advancement  of 
agricultural  improvements,  and,  from  this  view  of  the 
fubjedl,  we  muft  lay,  with  juftice. 


Sect.  4.     Crops  commonly  cultivated^  their  feed^  cuhure^ 
andproduce. 


The  crops  commonly  cultivated  in  Meath  are, 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  here,  rye,  meflin,  clover,  flax, 
potatoes,  cabbages,  rape,  turnips,  and  peas.  The  firft 
nine  of  thefe  are  found  almoft  upon  every  farm  in 
the  country,  capable  of  producing  them  5  the  four  laft, 
though  frequently  met  with,  yet  are  not  very  general 
throughout  the  county ;  their  culture  and  produce,  to- 
gether with  the  quantity  of  feed  fown,  is  nearly  as  fol- 
lows,^viz: — 

Wheat.  There  are  but  two  kindis  of  wheat  grown 
in  this  county,  the  white  and  the  red.    The  red  moft 

commonly, 
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ttmiiwmff,  as  agreeing  beft  with  tte  foil,  and  iiavlag 
a  thinner  rind,  b  more  advantageous  for  the  mill&r. 
It  bears  the  change  of  feafon  mnch  better,  is  left  ape 
to  lodge,  and,  m  the  end,  turns  out  more  productive 
riian  the  white. 

The  ftraw,  hi  rich  ground,  or  in  fharp  finart 
ground  well  handfed,  grows  to  a  good  length,  and 
tolerably  ihrong;  the  grain  is  apt,  however,  if  grown 
In  clay  grounds,  to  be  what  is  ufiially  called  fteely, 
-atid  it  frequently  contraAs  a  fmut,  extremely  injurious 
to  the  colour  and  quality  of  the  flour  produced  fSrom 
it.  It  is  always  fown  after  a  dry  fallow,  or  in  potatoe 
ground,  at  the  rate  of  from  eight  to  twenty  ftone  to 
the  acre,  if  iput  la  ^low^  it  is  ^her  fown  wkh  die 
plough  in  eight  fbd  ridges,  which  is  termed  fowing 
under;  or  in  broad-caft,  on  ridges  of  about  fix  or 
feven  feet  wide,  and  the  furrows  ihoveled,  as  already 
'defarU>ed  under  the  he^dfaihw. 

When  fown  after  potatoes,  the  groimd  is  dtber 
ploughed,  and  the  ieed  fown  broad^aft  ^d  ihovekd, 
or  the  fides  of  the  ridges  are  firfl  dug  sito  the  furrow, 
and  the  potatoes  picked  up,  and  then  the  fised  is  Soma 
upon  the  ridge,  the  digging  the  remainder  of  which 
covers  it  fufHciently.  This  is  particularly  pra£ti&d  in 
hpttom  land,  and  is  called  digging  in  the  feed;  good 
crops  are  frequently  produced  from  the  practice,  al-» 
though  in  this  way  the  ground  ^uft  be  the  lefl  free 
firom  weeds,  antt  und<ergo  bad  tillage. 

The 
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•  The  chaff  eftte  red'wh^'ifli  tipt>ed  iridk  dirit 
brown^  -aad  vfhtti  ripe  tn  the  etr,  ftindiag  in  aiLhon* 
icohtal  pofidon>  theficld  has  a  deepreddUh  brovm  iiue. 
"The  whke  wheat  is  cdtitaifed  m  r«he  Mgbtbr^atid 
More  gravdljr  ibili  of  the  county/  Iticoiqesiia^^ajlier^ 
bdt  18  more  fubje^  tb  bedsmagofd  iliy:  wia'd,  riifi»  6^ 
fl^ew,  than  the  red^,  aod'  is  of  icomle^  a  taoftc^^axxt^ 
tain  crop.' '  •  '   -  ■    'i«  i -Mu  Ii,v.  .•.-(    *". 

Whetr  grbwn  upon  a  nice  vrttm,  tttkt^  UMi  aad  the 
harvell  fine,  the  grain  is  of  a^tdl  Whlte^CG^iir,  aod^ 
t^hen  ^aced  ajgaif^  the'ligh^  zfpcasiJiEO  be  almoft 
tranfparcikt,  and  to  have  a  remarl&aUe  jhin  lldii;  yot 
the  miners  comjriatB  of  thereat  .^usmtity  of  braa 
yielded  by  it^  and/i^  genend^^or  tfais:^aad  the  aboVe 
redbns  prefer  the  red;  .  ji      .!  > 

The  fiour  of  it  is  extremely  ^mUxoy  aod  ;in  a  S^t 
harveft  l^e  grain  is  thought  to  produce  vmili  it  Is  alio 
fo\rti  at  the  rate  of  from  eightetnlto  twenty  ftonc  per 
acre,  adcopdhig  to  the  ftate  oi  the  ^nnnd,  mid  right 
'  bir^fek  per  adre-i^  generally  confidffired^ood>  ^Boduee. 
\  ^".^he  ftraw  is  hot  fo  ftrongiis  daai  of  the  red  whear» 
andismotefafaje^btdlodge.inavet'feftfon. '  . 
'^    f  oor  knd,  of  a  fmart  and  light  natiire,  vfill  g^ve  a 
bfettw  crop  of  white  whe^t  than  it  would  of  red;  fttdi 
ate  the  l^ds  about  Beaive^  Robinftowii,,I>ttnk#» 
vaiMiBeHewftownj   andMhere  raw  ;«aay  rich  cliy 
^^rounds,  that  will  ^ve  good.ad  wheat,  ^d  yet  will 
onet  produce  good  white.    It  therefore  follows,  that 
i  i  M  ^«* 
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Ail  riloDi^giMiit  tte  qmmtffis  «f  flddby  MtaMi. 
,  ibiincrs'  dtoite  icbi^eFable  htmS^  &om  ^duijigi 
(if  ieod^  tkoi^lo  llie  iMMilk)9nof  £dls  aiulM^ 
ilBBjv  4>fitfaif%  ptocoie  :|pr«iii  for  ihia  fWf^  •&9m 
fiuloiie^   ftc.  ^  wf  verfih  ^^  i^  like  muoim 

this  renewal  of  feed  fhould  take  place  pretty.  oftcD^af 

it'is'ohftt^iib^  tHe.peodoGe  dacreafea»  i$  .wpafc,jaad 

Jbflce  iU^ifO  l>Qi)M:>  (dr  %^«6  it  js  called)  when 

llaiiiion  ^  <K>fe>t]MMrfe4  in  tUs  pMtkalar«     Aniwaiyj 

nidiQBtbo  kt^iclni  (at-tho^tomn  169  ai^  cOi^fidere^^ 

dqgkotarate}  ra&4>pfri)i^ly4o  the  fi^audatiom  nffbidt^ 

^he^eoD&qlMace-^ «ittiire.  ^^^g^tatloib  a  elia«ge  ^|>e« 

comes  as  requifite  as  a  crois  in  bfi^Adiqf  1 4U;4eaft  tfat^i^ 

wfipesLTsifohmBB^ii^   ^In^attotfo  ihe^b«a^is/«ii&v4 

ctod2%  good  :£nriBttts  cfiowd  befove  jthe  ^ft  ^-Nd- 

ivqmbecy  vltbongbi  I'^lmf!e  keaid^f  iaflivices  ^^^^pod 

oopa^briqgrpnii^edi  dff  Jaotf,  ^wi  isk  4«9n-tl^-:^- 

*ittr  JgaJt  df  ^Bpteater^  yt  tfttch^epofis  -are;!^  ^ity^ip* 

.^Mflb,  i»d  tilt  j^eMriiftqian''of'th^  wheat  t>£iJbe&iK|iatj 

is  fown  befo^e^ihe^middieanr  eadiof  0£K6tMv .. . . 

^tt«/ase^teOTaltdiidB:of vpokks  u£fd  lorii%eat» 
^hiok  ^k  the  ^ooly^^ain  generaUy  ^Ib  «roaMd  ^  4ij^e 
•dMiti^,  tbovgh  fome ^fubjcft. bafiiqr»  ;belB(^  faad Ttufiyp 
^fied '<o  this  tfeatment.  Th^^cUeooft  iCODmo^y 
ufed^  is  'tnadit  by  diflohiog  as  mndt  wmom  f^%4n 
water,  ^as^hewiter  isisapabfoof  ibeUitgi&iolui^ 

in 
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.in  jwhicb  th6.>Krheat  i$  fte^pcdi  from  twelve  ,tO;  t;«reo^« 
,tqf^r,  bpljrst  accordic^  as  the  fe^4  iB^7  ^PP^^ir  damaged^ 
frthe  gro^^  ^  which  it,is,^o.be  fpyro»  is  likely  to  be 
prodiiAive  of  bUgbt  or  worm*    When  the  £bed.has 
1^  in  the  juckle  for.the  prpperj^ogth.of  time^  ihoi^d 
.  tbe  fs^po*  th^  aeceffiuyf  it  is,  taken  piit^  aad  by  fome 
fp^iokled  oyer  with-  ftale  chamberJy^  aod  others  n^ 
qfjkk  loi^e  a^d  water  thinly  together,  and  merely 
fpfj^kle  tjbe  feed  inftead  of  fteeping  it;  but  all  parUes 
agrce^  that  p^kle  is  extro^ly  nec9fl^>  bpth  to^koep 
9ff,  bi^dSf  and  to  deftroy  tl^  ye^t^dgn  of  the  weaker 
grains;  theie  will  always  fwim  to  l^  top  of  the  pickje^ 
and  (hpuki  be  carefully  rqmoved.    Thofe»  who  ufe 
arienic^  fay,  th^  Us  powef  a  are  great,  in  penei^ratmg 
JLQto  the  4amag^  grains,  ^  p^eyenting  their  yeg^a^ 
tion,  which  would  be  weak,  and  more  fulye^ltobe 
blighted  or  blamed  than  from  the  firoojger  gi^ains. 

)A  very  fq^  jblighted  ears  af  e^  fuffiqient,  todfunage  a 

iwhfle  crop,    fsihe  black  dnft.  diffiifipg  .itft|lf  ^^iU 

ffct9(ii  to  almoft  eyery  grain  manufaAured  with  the 

jpnpd^ce  of  tho&  blighted  ears,  and  materially  injure 

its  cf^T\  fucl^grfii^s,  diezefpre,  as  are  fuppof^d  like- 

}y  to  piic^uce  weak  Ihopts,,  are  better  to  be  totally 

4eftrqyf  d  (not  ^o  i^eot^p  the  additional  room  thereby 

a^uired  for  the  healthy  (hoots  to  ftool)  th^n  fi^ffered 

to  grow,  to  the  injury  of  their  flronger  br,cthren.    It  is 

,  the  opinion  of  farmers,  that  blighted  feed  will  produce 

bBgbted  corn;  in  fu^port  of  which,  the  Rev.  WilBim 

M  2  Kellct 
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*  Kellct  has  mentioned  a  tircumftance  to  toe,  of  his  hat- 
'  ing  ibwn  fome  feed  one  year,  in  which  there  was  aKtdc 
'  blight,  and  that  the  crop  produced  from  it  was  mudh 
'  more  blighted.    That  the  year  following  he  fowed  this 

*  for  feed  again,  and  the  produce '  was  much  worfe  the 
■  fccond  year  than  the  firftj  that  he  fowed  \t  the  thiH 
""  yeaf,  and  had  little  elfe  than  blight,  although  each 
^  yeaf  he  pickled  his  feed  in  the  common  way.    From 

which  drcumftance  it  appears,  that  Jpickle  is  not  fuffi- 
^  cicnt  to  prevent  blight  altogether,  if  damaged-  feed  is 

*  fbwn;  although  it  may  prevent  it,  in  a  great  meafure, 

*  ill  feed  that  is  not  materially  injured. 

^  'As  the  beft  feed,  that  can  be  procured,  will  hate 
among  it  a  few  damaged  grains,  theie  may,  perhaps, 
by  good  pickle  be  dcftroyed,  and  thus  prevent  bad 
cbnfequences.  '     ' 

All  com  is  reaped  with  the  hook,  by  men,  and 
^  bound  by  women  or  boys,  and  ftacked  in  the  field 
for  five  or  fix  wcfeks,  before  it  is  drawn  home. 
Wheat,  except  in  broken  weathef,  is  generally  Hacked 
imrtiediately  after  binding;  but  barley,  oats,  and  all 
other  kind  of  corn,  is  ftooked  or  fornied  into  very 

*  fmall  ftacks,'  for  a  few  days,  previous  to  its  being 
^  flacked ;  ten  flieaves  making  a  ftook,  vit.  four  Handing 

with  their  ear  upwards,  and  4wo  fheaves  tnaking  a  cap 

'  with  the  ear  dire^ed  downward,  which  fliields  them 

from  almoft  any  rain.     If  the  corn  is  bound  dry,  it 

ftldom  receives  any  injury  in  ftook '  from  the  fevereft 

'  weather. 

Oats 
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Oats  i$  the  grain,  of  which,  in  this  county,  we  can 
produce  the  greateft  variety,  and  the  fineft  famplcs. 
The  kinds  principally  fown  are,  the  white  Holland, 
early  Englifh,  the  Hambro,  the  old  Irifb,  ai^d  the 
black. 

The  white  Holland  fliould  be  fown  early,  in  good* 
rich  ground,  and  cut  when  almoft  green,  elfe  it  (heds. 
As  foon  as  the  knees  or  joints  of  the  ftraw  begin  to 
grow  white,  and  the  ftraw  to  foftcn  towards  the 
ground,  it  is  cut  and  ledged  for  a  few  days,  fometin^es 
for  a  week;  if  it  is  not  cut  thus  green,  the  fmaUeft. 
wind  will  caufe  a  greater  lofs  to  the  farmer,  from  its 
fliedding,  than  any  benefit,  that  will  arife  from  an  addi- 
tional ripening;  fo  that,  of  the  two,  it  is  preferable  to 
cut  rather  too  early,  than  let  it  ftand  too  long.  In 
rich  ground,  from  one  barrel  and  a  half  to  two  barrels 
is  generally  fown  to  the  acre,  and  the  produce  from 
fcventeen  to  twenty-two  (in  fome  inftances  twenty-five) 
barrels  per  acre.  The  grain  is  extremely  white;  when 
cut  green  and  well  faved,  it  is  ftiort  and  the  rind  ra- 
ther thick,  of  courfe  not  very  produftive  in  meaK 
The  early  Englifh,  by  fome  called  the  Flemifh,  oats 
love  a  rich  deep  clay,  and  fhould  be  early  fown  an4 
yrell  covered.  They  are  apt  to  fhed,  if  fufFered  to 
ripen  too  much,  yet  they  do  not  require  to  be  cut  fo 
green,  nor  to  be  fo  long  ledged,  as  the  white  Holland ; 
the  ftraw,  when  produced  on  rich  clay  grounds,  grows 
to  a  great  length,  and  nearly  as  ftrong  as  wheatcni 

ftraw; 
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ftraw;  it  is  therefore  not  thought  fo  good  fodder  for 
young  cattle,    as  the  ftraw  of  other  Knas  of  oats. 
'I'he  grain  is  a  yellowifti  white,  fliOrt,  and  (flump,  with* 
\  the  rind  a  good  deal  thicker  than  the  wRite  HoUaha; 

yet  this  grain  has  heretofore  brought  the  higheft  price 
in  market,  particularly  in  Drogheda,  from  whence  it 
is  chiefly  exported.  The  quantity  of  l^eed  Town,  and 
produce  per  acre,  the  fame  as  the  white  rioUand;  yet 
the  early  Englifh  fliould  have  a  richer  and  deeper  foil. 

I'he  Hambro  oats,  commonly  called  the  amber, 
is  generally  grown  on  the  poor  exhaufted  foils  of  the 
county,  is  very  hardy,  does  not  require  to  be  fown  fb 
early,  and  mult  be  let  to  ripen  fully  before  it  is  cut; 
the  ftraw  is  not  either  fo  long,  or  fo  ftfong,  but  its 
rind  is  much  thinner  than  the  early  Englifh,  and  al- 
^  though  the  grain  is  hot  fo  large  or  plump,  it  is  tnuch 
morie  prbduflive  of  meal  than  either  of  the  above  men- 
tioned kinds.  Generally,  two  barrels  and  a  bufhel  of 
thiis  kind  are  fowh,  and  its  produce  is  from  teti  to  fif- 
teen barrels  to  the  acre.  It  hds  a  yellow  fhining  colour, 
and  would  appear  to  a  perfoh  uhacquamted  With  it,  as 
it  it  hid  faeated  a  liftle.  Some  farmers  will  aflert,  that 
^is  is  the  moft  profitable  kind  on  any  foil. 

Tlie  old  Irifti  oats  are  the  beft  Tor  the  poor  heavy 
clay  grounds,  Vut  they  would  produce  tetter  crops  'Oii 
the  lighter  and  firiarter  foils.  They  are  the  moft  pfo- 
duaive  of  meal,  ftoin  the  thinnefs  of  the  rind,  although, 
in  appearance,  the  inoft  ftarved  grain  of  any  jgrown  in 

the 
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CKellp&t  fodder  foff  jrooag  cMk%  it  owoft  bQ  kt.  tit 
ripen  \iicU  bofiure  k  it  cut^  elfe  tfa^  grtitt  vfio^ibk  b* 
ftrmllfd  and  fiBudl»  and  v^ry  difficult  tathNfti.outt 
UtA  of  eoorib  not  briDg  fo  good  a  price  in  mtiket  at 
tbt^  phimper  lundt.  There  is  uMore  feed  fium  in  tte 
grosnd,  of  this  ibrt  of  oatSj  per  acre^  than  <^  any 
ocber>  moft  commonly  tivo  barrek  and  a  half ;  andits 
prddncey  ffom  bang  geoerally  fown  hi  poor  cKhanfteA 
ground^  feldom  exceeds  twelve  barrels^  often  not  b 
Viodi.  Some  years  fince,  it  waa  very  snich  grown  in 
the.  country,  bnt  it  is  ^iirbg  way  to  the  Hambto 
^thki  tbeie  few  years. 

The  black  oats  are  very  Iktle  caldvac»l  of  laid  in 
Aia  county,  ahhough  fome  yoars  fince  they  werd  very 
BMich  piiced :  it  is  a  large^  long  grain,  with  a  vdry 
thick  fldn,  extremely  hardy^  and  the  beft  adapted  tp 
poor,  wet,  cold,  bottom^  land^  the  meal  produced  from 
k  is  generally  ill  coloured>  if  not  very  weU  fifted,  and 
does  not  bring  as  good  a  price  at  market,  a^  that  pro» 
duced  from  any  of  the  above  m^tbned  kmds ;  kjis 
principally  grown  in  that  part  of  th&  county  bordering 
on  Cavan,  where  it  is  chiefly  ufisd  as  horie-com  at  car* 
men^a  ft^gts ;  and  even  ki  that  part  of  die  county  the 
cukure  of  it  is  going  ra^y  into  difofe. 

Tbefe  are  the  principal  kinde  of  oats  fown  in  the 
ooimcy>  although  farmers  wUl  tell  you  of  odiers,  which 
they  have ;  yet,  upon  cxamiQatiohj  they  turn  out  to  be 

a  variety 
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ii  virfcty  ofifi«Ei^  ^otete  Or  other  of  thicffe  aliieady  dcJf 
icribed^  being  ferine  what  altered  in  app^ance,  from 
faaviog  bees  tOQ  often  fbwo  an  tiie  feme  grouncL 
t*  When  oats  ha^ebeen  fown  for  fix  or  eight  years  ia 
aay-dne^ffdl,  Jiiey  contradb  a  beard,  and  haye  many 
fakck  gndns  sztetmbced;  and  whenever  thiais  the  cafe^ 
k  becomes  jieceflary  for  the  farmer  to  ihlft  his  /bed, 
'  .^Some;  grounda  are;  morie  apt  to  change  jthe  appc^r^ 
iince  of  the  feqd f ban  others;  and,  ih  inany  cafes,  this 
change  will  take  place  after  the  fecond  crop.      ' 

I  have  known  inftances  6f  feed  fown  in  the  barony 
of  Navin  for  four  or  five  years,  at  which  time  it  had 
contracted  fuch  a  beard,  and  was  fo  brftcked^  as  the 
vu^ar  exprei&oa  is,  or  intermixed,  with  blade  grains, 
that  few  'would  fow  it;  ia  this  ftate  it  was  fown  in 
Morgallicm  b^rony^  and.  produced  the  firft  year  as  fine 
%  cr<q>  .as  poffible,:  perfe^lly  well  colouced,  without 
beard,  or  blafk  grains,  ^d  in  every  refpeft  what  it 
was,.wheB  firft  fown  \vi  N^v^n  barony.  Clay  ground^ 
lire  mofl:  apt  to.  produce  bfeck  and  bearded  grains. 

O^ts  ate  the  moft  upiverfal  crop  fown ;  fomething 
more  than  at  the  rate  of  three  to  one  of  any  othej 
crop;  for  which  the  markets  of  Nav^n  ^x^i  Ifrogheda 
afford  a  fure  vent :  the  uiixe  of  fowing,  from  the  mid-r 
die  of  February  to  the  beginning  or  middle  of  April, 

Barley  is  the  next  grain^  thM  comes  under  our  con- 
fideration,  of  which  there  is  but  one  fort  now  fown. 
Some  years,  fmce. there  was  ^  kind  of  barley,  having 

fbttif 
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fbmr  ro^^  of  grains  on  the  ear^  but  it  has  long  fince 
l>een  in  difufe,  nor  have  I  ever  feen  any  of  it.  Its  cuU 
tqr^  ha$  been  already  defcribed  under  the  head,  Cauffe 
rfCreps'j  the  quantity  of  feed  fown  is  f rom  iixteen  to 
tweoty^ne  ftone,  and  its  produce  from  ten  to  iixteea 
barrels  per  acre  *,  the  average  of  the  county  is  thought 
to  be  about  ten.  It  is  fown  on  the  richeft  and  fmarteft 
land  (as  the  phrafe  is),-  and  requires  the  oiceft  tillage 
of  any  other  crop  \  there  is  always  a  brifk  demand  for 
it^  and  it  is  confidered  as  profitable  a  crop  as  any  the 
farmer  can  cultivate  \  the  draw  is  of  little  ufe,  except 
for  dung,  being  bad  thatch,  and  worfe  fodder*  Time 
of  fowing)  from  the  beginning  of  April  to  the  be^^ 
ning  of  May  •,  fome  crops  are  fown  after  the  15th.* 

Bere  is  a  good  deal  fownj^  particularly  on  the  lands, 
whence  potatoes  have  been  taken ;  it  requires  a  good, 
rich,  deep  foil,  yet  anfwers  well  on  light  foils  if  ma- 
nure^i  and  is  confidered  a  very  profitable  crop^  whea 
it  happens  to  fucceed,  which  is  not  always  the  €afe» 
There  is  no  grain  more  fubjeft  to  variation  in  its  price 
than  here ;  I  have  Jcnown  it  one  year  from  a  guinea  to 
16s.  and  the  very  next  from  5/.  to  7/.  the  barrel ;  yet 
the  farmers  are  fopd  of  fowi^g  it ;  the  ftraw  makes 

excellent 

*  The  fair  of  Bedlive  is  always  held  on  the  fixteentU  of 
May,  aft^r  which  I  have  frequently  feen  the  fair-green 
ploughed  up,  and  fown  with  barley,  which,  in  a  dropping 
feafon,  fucceeded  well}  in  a  <lry  feafoa  it  w^s  very  had 
indeed.     R.  T. 
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exvxilettt  fodder  for  yoong  cattle;  Thc'  fommg  Am 
CommcQcei  ittOHoberi  an*  contmixed  K)'t6«*»icWte-or 
latter  emf  of  November;  am!  fome-  gooi  crops^  have 
Itecn  prodticed  from  gromid^  fown  in  Jbnruary,  but  wtrf 
feldoim.  It  cfeatis  the  ground  bettor  than  any  other 
gnun,  from  its  gro>ving  clofe,  and^  finothering  the 
weeds. 

Rye  is  a  grain  not  very  frequently  fown  byitfiM^ 
except  in  the  baronies  of  Slane  and  Duleek^  but  is  frc* 
qwently  mised  with  wheat,,  and  then  it  is  called  meflioj 
and  brings  a  good' price,  to  be  gronnd  into  whol^med 
for  the  conftmption  of  the  farmer^s  family.  When 
rye  is  fxywrt  by  it&lf,  it  is  JFreqnently  mown,  and  fed  in 
the  ffablb  by  the  worldng  hories  in  the  beginning  of 
RTayi  when  other  green  food  is  Icarce,  or  eaten  off  by^ 
ewes  and'  lambs  in  the  fpring,  before  the  clover  gets 
up*  When  this  is  not  the  cafe,  it  is  fuffered  to  ripen, 
and  is  reaped,  threflied,  &c.  like  other  grains,  and  fdd 
in  final!  quantities  to  perfons,  to  mix  with  wheat  for 
bread,  or  to  fow  in  bog-laad. 

TTle  ibwing  time  of  meflin,  its  produce.  Sec.  is  the 
fkmc  as  wheat,  and  rates  within  from  5/.  to  8/.  per 
barrel  of  it,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  rye  thro? 
it;  the  more  rye,  the  lefs  valuable  the  meflin. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  flax  fown  in  tl^is  county,  in 
ftaall  patches,  fr^m  twenty  perches  to  three  roods  in  a 
place,  and  for  the  ufe  of  one  family^  but  there  is  fel^ 
dom  any  cultivatecl  merely  for  fale.     It  grows  ftrong 

and 
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«iid*  luxuriant,  generally  too  much  fo  to  produce  fine 
yarn ;  of  cburfe  we  feldpm  fee  finer  than  two  dozen 
to  the  pound,  feldom  any  thing  fo  fine,  the  produce  of 
this  county,  except  in  Oldcaftle  and  Kells  markets,  and 
then  it  chiefly  comes  from  the  borders  of  the  county 
of  Cavan.   It  is  generally  {own  in  deep,  rich  foils,  dry,^ 
and,  if  poilible,  fandy;  the  £re(her  the  land,  the  better ; 
good  tillage  will  produce  plentiful  crops,  on  even  a 
poor  foil :  clover  lea  is  faid  to  fucceed  well,  but  is  fel- 
dom  tried :  lime  is  thought  to  difagree  materially  with 
fiax,  making  it  harfh,  and  apt  to  peel  badly,  and  few 
people  fow  it  in  ground,  that  has  been  lately  limed,  for 
that  reaibn.    In  foils,  that  are  reduced  by  frequent 
crops,  the  flai  is  fown  after  the  potatoes,  that  were 
dunged,  the  land  being  twice  ploughed  and  harrowed^ 
until  the  ground  is  very  fine  5  the  feed  is  fown  at  the 
rate  of  one  quart  to  a  perch  fquare,  and  the  harrow 
drawn  once  over  it.    Time  of  fowing,  from  the  middle 
of  April  to  the  middle  of  May,    Pigeons  and  finall 
birds  are  very  fond  of  the  feed,  and  do  much  damage^ 
if  not  well  watched.     At  the  flax-fowing  feafon,  the 
fiefh  of  pigeons  tafles  fo  ftrongly  of  the  feed,  that  they 
can  hardly  be  eaten,  as  they  feldom  ufe  any  other  food 
when  flax-feed  can  be  procured.    Their  time  for  feed- 
ing is  within  half  an  hour  of  fun-fet  and  before  fun- 
rife,  at  which  dmes  they  ought  to  be  clofely  at« 
tended  to. 

Much 
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Much  care  is  necqfTary  to  weed  flax  whilft  growing, 
as  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  nouriftiment,  which  the 
earth  cannot  afford,  if  fuffered  to  be  robbed  by  weeds. 

It  is  confidered,  that  fine  flax  and  good  feed  cannot 
be  produced  upon  the  fame  flalk,  and  that  to  have  fine 
flaxj  that  is,  flax  capable  of  being  fpun  fine,  it  fliould 
be  pulled  before  the  feecj  is  ripe,  or  rather  juft  when  it 
is  formed,  after  the  bloflbm  falls.  Many  attribute  the 
cparfenefs  of  this  country  flax;  to  its  being  let  to  ripen 
tQo  much,  as  it  is  fcarcely  ever  pulled  until  the  ftalk 
begins  to  grow  yellow,  and  the  yarn  produced  from  it 
is  feldom  finer  than  fron^  one  dozen,  to  one  and  a  half 
per  poupd ;  this  is  termed  pound  yarn,  and  i§  bought 
by  weight,  bringing  frpm  13^.  to  i^d.  per  poynd/  ac- 
cording to  its  quality. 

The  flaj;  is  r}pe  from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  be- 
ginning or  pii^dle  of  Augufl:,  at  which  time  it  is  pulled, 
and  bound  in  (heaves  of  about  fi^  or  eight  inches  dia- 
meter ;  if  the  feed  is  to  be  faved,  it  is  d^rawn  through 
an  iron  ^omb,  faftened  in  wood,  called  a  ripple,  by 
which  means  the  heads,  in  which  the  feed  is  contained, 
are  taken  off;  thefe  are  dried  on  a  winnow-cloth,  an4 
the  flax  tied  up  in  bundles,  and  fteeped  ^rom  fouf  to 
twelve  days,  according  to  the  fl:rength  of  the  flax,  or 
foftnefs  of  the  water ;  flrong  flax  taking  more  time  to 
ripen  in  the  water,  than  weak:  bog-water  is  confidered 
the  beft,  and  next  to  it,  a  ftagnant  limeftone  quarry ; 
the  w^ter  of  marle-pits  is  faid  to  injure,  from  a  degree 

of 
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'  of  addity  exifting  therein  5  the  water,  that  has  drained 
'  through'  flrata  of  limeftone-gravel,  partakes  of  a  like 

quality,  and  injures  the  flax  materially,  ihonld  it  be 
-permitted  to  He  long  in  it;  it  b  feldom "fteeped  in 
'-fuch.*    Theufe  of  watering  this  plant  is  to  rot  tlie 

pith,  and  other  ufelefs  parts,  and  make  thetn  feparate 
t  freely  from  the  Viad,  in  which  the  fine  fibres  rf  the 
-  flax  abound ;  great  judgment  is  therefore  requifite,  to 

ktioW^en  the  pitKis  rotted,  and  the  fibrous  part  of 
'the  rind  fafe;  when  this 'is  efFefted,  it  Ought  to  oe 

•  lifted,  as  the  water  will  next  damage  the  rind,  and  the 
■  principal  part  of  ^he  flant  will,  in  the  working,  run  to 

whUt 

Note  iy  DoSor  Gibncy. 

*  The  proceG  offteeping  flax  is  intended  to  deftroy  that 
.  |Kirt  of  the  plaat>  which  is  ufelefs,  by  flow  fermentatioo,  which 
muft  be  fo  managed,  as  not  to  injure  the  .fibrous  part  of  the 
vegetable.     Fixed  air,  contained  in  water,  will  promote  fer- 
mentation :  calcareous  eirths  contain  fixed  air,  which  may  be 
t  gradual^  <MflblVed,  and'held'in  folutionby  water  f  when  this 
is  the  oafe,  any  fublUpce,  fleeped  therein,  will  go  into  the  ad 
of  fermentation  with  more  expedition,  than  if  immerfed  in 
water,  in  which  fixed  air  did  not  exift.     Hence  feme  waters 
'  are  more  adapted  to  this  purpofe  than  others  ;  but  why  Ihodd 
^  water,  paffing  ofer  Ehteftone-gravel,  be  more  unfriendly  to  this 
purpofe,  than  water  ftagnated  over  limeftone,  otherwife  cir- 
cumftanced  ?  The  fa6t  is,  that  many  waters  contain  not  only 
fixed  air  in  folution,  but  likewife  a  portion  of  vitriolic  acid, 
which  not  only  counteraiSts  the  procefs  of  fermentation,  but 

•  penetrates  the  interftices   of  the  plant,  and  deftroys  thoft 
fibres,  that  are  intended  to  be  preferved. 
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rwbat^s.caJW'tow*    Wbea  it  has  Im  ia-  ihtMfut^r  iqr 

«a  pcope?  tinei  it  is  takox  opty  ^aod  %ead  t|[iiply  ^on  ,a 

^ew-mawji  nM^dow;  ofi  if  Aeep^d  ia  ibe  hog,, it  is 

^fptcsui  QO  the  heath  (which  is  coofidoiied  ti^  hflift 

^p}ace)  for  ten  days  or  a .  ^ti^ight  xo  bleach ;  or^  if  jt 

has  jiot  been  fiifficieatly  watered^)  this  if  ryes  ^e,4ai»e 

^purpofe  ;4tfter  'which  itisfgatheredx  jtiedup^io  b9p4Ife^> 

^and  brcofght  h(ime»  dried  pa. a  kila  made  for  tbe;j>iif- 

.jpoffi  and  broken  ^th  wooden  malletSi  OMKfithja 

]>rjeaker;.it  is  then  tied  in  handles,  each  pyf^ditmg 

twenty-one  ihcayes>   about  fix  Inch^  in  diametenr^ 

vrhich  is.icutched  by  ;woaie%  the  £rft  Ume  at  the  rate 

.  of  .^pence-halfpenny  pier  bundle,  and  fecond  time  at 

threepence  i  it  is  then  hackled  to  whatever  grift  the 

flax  will  bear,  at  the  rate  of  three-halfpence  per  pound 

.for  fuch  as  would. fpan  to  pound  yarut  two  pepcc  for 

'•  two  dozen,^  and  i>  ca,  rifing  in  proportion  ta  the  fine- 

nefs  of  the  yam  to  be  produced. 

Whenever  a  cottager,  who  has  a  family,  principally 
of  g^ls,  is  able  to  ibw  flax,  be  ^deavours  to  da  it, 
which,  if  it  turns  out  well,  i»  a-great  iburce  of  profit, 
as  every  individual  of  his  family  may  be  employed  in 
the  difTerent  branches  of  its  manufacture,  and  there  is 
a  ready  and  continual  demand  for  the  produce  of  thmr 
labour.  He  generally  fells  the  finer  yam  at  market, 
and  manufactures  the  coarier  parts  for  his  domeftic 
purpofes.  •  ' 

Farm^s 
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cordi&g  to  the  number  in  family  if  ibi$)^¥ft^  is&4t  -(kp^ 
plying  the  houfe  with  all  neceflaries  in  table-tinea^ 
Iheeting,  .ftifti^g,  'fafilaog) '  &c.  has  the  Ir^nainder  of 
the  yarn  for  fale,  as  a  perquifite  to  clothe  herielf  and 
daughters. 

Eoor  petfaiw,  ^whoiiaw  not  rany^liiid  lof  ^ their  ^otwi, 
<gencfaliy  pay  at  the  rate«of  fix  ^pouflds  p^  eferc  /for 
I'the:  ground,  in  which  they  fow  th^f  ^«c,  -getting  'it 
q)loiigb^d  and  harrowed  for  that'fu&i.  The-pcod«ce4$ 
about  24o!b.  on  *he 'b<ft  grounds,"^bti^iibout  nSoft. 
Mnajrbe^confidercd  as  an  average  produce  per  rood. 

Gentlemen,  or.|)crfons>  who  do^not  f|nn  or  manirfac- 

fture  the  produce  of  their  flacx  thcHiftltcs,  tm  buy  the 

yarn  or  linen  ^mu^hiiheaper' from  the  manu&fturer, 

*than  they  xould-growthe  raw  material,  and  eonduft  }t 

■^thtt>ugh  its  viiriotts  procefles,  paying  for  cslch  j  for  il- 

though  the  poor  (hould  Vttlue  their  time,  4ind  ^d  it  to 

'-thd  Value  of  the  *i^w  material,  yet,  «8  they  have  not 

coAftaftt  employment,nhey  do  not  reckon  their  time-as 

of  any  vilue,  k  ptopdrtii^ci  to  what^they -would  charge 

if  employed  to  ^irork  for  bire,^  and -they  themfelves  do 

all  the  moft  maiteiiiUy  laborious  parts.    They,  in  al- 

moft  evafsy  inAa^e^,  kave  tb^r  own  fpinning,  fcutch* 

ingi  beetKng,  &c.  for  any  employment  at  fixpeoee  per 

'  day>  llrhich  is  a-  prodf,  that  they  do  noticobfider  them«^ 

fehres  as  earning  fo  much  at  home ;  and  yet  they  will 

iK^hsffgt  this,  if  €«ited  Ufoth  to  do  the  fame  land  of 

work 
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-work  for  another,  as  that,  in  which  thtfy  were  em- 
ployed for  themfelves. 

Tie  account  may  he  fairly Jtated  thus: 

Dr. 

£.  s.    d. 

,Rcnt  of  one  r6od  of  ground,  ploagbcd,  &c.  i  lo  o 
Twenty-onc  pottles  of  feed,  at  8rf.  per,  •  o  14  o 
Weeding,  fix  women  at  6|^.  each,  -  "^33 
Pulling,  eight  ditto,  at  ditto,  -        -044 

Steeping,  one  car  and  horfe ;  one  man  and 

.  one  woman,      •        •        •        -        -044 
.  lii^ng  from  the  fteep,  and  ipreadiag  \  four 

women  and  one  man,         -        •        "^33 
lifting  from  the  fpread,  binding,  and  draww 
^i      ing  home,         -        -.-        -        -o2Z 
-  Drying  %  two  kifhes  of  turf,  two  women,        044 
Fourteen  women,  beetling  or  breaking  fame,  077 
Firft  fcutching,  at  6ld.  per  bundle,  2 1  bundles,  011     4  ^ 
Second  fcutching,  at  3^.  per,    -        -        -    o    S     3 
The  produce  of  which  is  generally  2401b.  if 
the  flax  is  good.    In  hackling,  one  quar- 
ter goes  to  wafle,  one  quarter  to  tow- 
leaving;  izolb.  to  be  paid  for  to  hackler, 
at  1^.  per  lb.  •        -  .     -        -    o  15     o 

.  Spinning  laolb.  at  ^d.  per  pound,    -        -    a  lo  ,  o 
Boiling  1 20  lb.  of  yaruj  at  id,  per  pound,        100 

Carried  forward,    ;f.8:i4  loj 
Brought 
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Brought  forward,     g  14  lof 
Weaving  180  yards  of  lineo,  each  pound  of 
yaro  maJUag  a  yard  aad  a  half  of  linf  n, 

feyea-^btha  wide,  at  3/  per,     -        ^    %  $    <^ 

Spiaaing  6olb.  of  tow,  at  /[d.  per,     -        -     J  p    o 

Boiling  djjtto,  at  2i/.  per,          *        •        •-    p  10    o 
Weaving  60  yards  of  dpwkft^  at  %\d.  per,     012    <J 


;^-  /•  d. 
By  i8oTard$iofimefi,atxj'«per,  9  o  o? 
By  60  ditto,  at  id.  per,  -.-2003^^     ^    ^ 


iofi  fnfldncd  by  the  manufefturer,    ^.2  '  2    4I 


;h  the  d>o]qe  dbai^goa  are  made  as  low  ac 
poflible*  If  the  flax  is  to  be  luamtfuffaured  finer,  the 
account  ssaxH  be  taken  up  at  jdie  item  hadk/iag^  and 
one  peony  per  pomod  added  for  every  dozen,  to  which 
it  is  to  be  ifvuk^  the  ipinniitg  too  muft  be  advanced^ 
bat  as  the  above  is  the  general  romine  of  the  bnilaeft^ 
it  is  the  fairefi  way  of  fladng  the  account* 

Having  msnttoiied  this  fobbed  to  a  perfon,  who  had 
bei^  in  the  habit  x>f  fowiag  flax  yearly,  he  informed 
me,  that  fiime  few  j^ears  back  he  bad  refolved  (from 
oanviffioo  of  the  very  great  difierence  m  expencc  be* 
tweea  baying  the  £nen  mannfa&nred,  and  growing 
aad  manufafluring  it)  to  keep  an  exa£t  account  of 

N  every 
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every  expence,  which  he  did,  and  afTured  me,  his  flax 
flood  him,  when  hackled,  in  eight  pence  halfpenny  per 
pound,  and  he  could  have  bought  as  good,  if  not  bet- 
ter flax,  in  the  market  of  Kells,  the  fame  tirtie,  for 
four  pence  per  pound,  flax  being  that  year  uncom- 
monly cheap. 

The  feed  -produced  from  imported  feed,  and  from 
the  firft  crop,  if  wdl  favcd,  anfwers  tolerably  well ; 
but  the  feed  produced  from  the  fecond  crop,  though 
looking  ever  fo  well,  will  not  produce  fo  well,  de- 
creafing  in  value  every  year  it  is  fown  after  the  firft  5 
one  principal  reafon  of  which  is,  the  uncertainty  of  the 
climate  at  the  feed-faving  time^ 

That  produced,  even  from  a  firft  crop^  often  fails ; 
therefore,  the  feed  is  feldom  attempted  to  be  faved,  or^ 
eiren  if  faved,  feldom  fown,  excq^  imported  feed  is 
irery  dear;  home  iced  is  fown  m  double  quantity. 

When  flax  is  fufFered  to  ripen  its  feed,  it  is  confi* 
dered  to  impoverifh  the  ground  much  more  than  if  it 
be  pulled  before  the  feed  is  ripe;  the  flax  too  is  more 
harfli,  as  the  oil,  which  if  pulled  green  would  be  ar* 
refted  in  the  rind,  is  drawn  up  to  the  ieed>  for  which 
reafon  it  has  often  been  matter  of  iiirprize  to  me,  that  it 
was  fuflered  to  run  to  maturity  as  frequently  as  it  ge- 
nerally is,  as  the  flax  becomes  coarfer;  but  it  is  averr- 
ed that,  if  it  were  pulled  greener,  the  produce  in  flax 
would  not  be  fo  confiderable  in  weight ;  and  as  the 

coarfer 
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co^rfer  kMs;  of  y^iraare^thofe  mojfl  in  (demaodiorthis 
coutftryj  ^d  i^^Wf Wily:  fol^  by  weight,  they  i^uft 
giapt  ibci^  copii^i^y  to  tbdr  market* 
^  It  often  bapp^QS.  ,that,  when  a  field  is.  laid  dowa  for 
•gfftfe,  thefoif;  (cfV^i^T^x^  it  laid  dowa  under, fla$, 
and  this  p;ir;t.BiJ<>^<;§«i.!h^.  W)ft4uxuriant  grafs,  (he,w8 
;thc.earli^ft  fp^ipp;  ?l>^  y^r,foUo,wiajg[,  aad,  if  grazqd 
iijirith  ftwjep,  .w^hi  ajTC  ^bc,  gr^f^teft  epicures  pfall  ani- 
.n$l/;t;.th|^  are.c9ut^auia^y  f9upj^,oQ  that^part  ,fo  laid 
dof)irQ^>W(;b'fia^  ji^jpe^^ceu^prtbat  laid  49 wn  with 
any  otheir  )^c^  9^^  V.^^i  this  appjsai;;toce  of  luxuriance, 
and  early  fpring,  is  viiible  for  at  leaft  two  years. 
HQW;th^i]|  <:^.^t;be  iaid,  that  flax  isaaimpoyerilhing 
cfof  ?  I  know  it,  is  pft^  attributed  to  the  fuperior  tU^ 
lagis,  which  tbefla^,  ground  receives,  that  the  fucceed* 
iqg  gcsfs  crops  fiiewfo  well;  ,butthis  I  muft  in  fome 
degr^  conf radi(&|  as  I  laid  down  a  field,  in  the  year 
1799,  part  with  fli^,  and  part  with  barley,  and  gave 
Ae  whole  field  the  fame  tillage,  weeding,  &c.  yet  that 
part>  wbicb  was  l^d  under  flax,  ftill  keeps  up  its  fu- 
perior appearance  to  the  remainder  of  the  field,  and 
being  mpwe^Jthefe  two  years  pafl:  gave  a  propor- 
tioiukbly  gireatier:  quantity  of  hay. 

FIj^^  will  i^ot  grow  m  fucceffion,  after  flax,  luxuri- 
antlys(  jb^t  (ptn  fown  on  rich  ftrong  ground,  after  flax, 
will  have  a  bf  t^r  head,  though  uot  fo  much  ftraw, 
perhaps,  as  that  fown  after  corn.  Poor  ftubble,  well 
dlled,  will  produce  the  fineA  and  tougheft  flax. 

N  2  The 
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^'  *l?he  grontta,  in  general,  tRroiiighout  rik  eouti^>  Ib 
Ctjnfidercti  as  of  too  rich  a  quality  to  ^od^lfee  Ihfchi 

There  have  been  fomt  cf6^s\df  hWtfjygi^ft  Itt  Hie 
Cddn'ty,  at  dilftrent  thnes,  But  few  j^ttfbm  ^Hkierdand 
thi  vartetli  procdOSs  nede/Kty  t6.  brittg  W  ta  perfedSc© ; 
ifa^  to  Ihdoce'  thoft,  Wiio  Jo^  to  cotfeeffoirt  other  cbtttt- 
4fks^  would  be  attehtled^wJtli  ati  fekpehce  ftrifident  to 
"deter  the  getitrality  6r¥a?mer^  ftbm  attiimplittg  *$ 
'grotvth.     It  tnay  not  bfe  iitf{3h5iitr  ^h^it  td  insmlofty 
^  that  its  culture,  In^ltiloft  et^lbgfe  <tf  gi<6i«h;  Isfe 
very  fimilar  to  that  <5F  flax,  'as*  not  tio  need  fe  C^a(ralc 
defcripfion.  ' 

•  Abotit  four  bufhcfe  of  Teed  ire  Wifidletit  to  <Sw«n 
acre  5  the  rime  forfowingj  ApffltndMays  €oiHpl»t 
weedidg  Is  as  ncceflary  Ibr  honp  a^  flak^  the  male 
heidap  will  be  tipe  about  the  tddMt  of  Auguft,  i»hto 
it  fhould  be  pulled  catcfiriJy,  fo  at  Bot  td  &jW0  the 
female,  which  Is  known  by  Its  beaf in^  ftod^  und  fAuft 
tc  left  Handing,  for  the  purpofe  -of  ri^nifig.  The 
male  hemp  rs  fteeped  as  Bax,  and  in  lall  faecaeding 
jprocefle^  treated  hi  fifcc  mannelr.  As  the  fted  is  t*c 
moft  Valuable  part  of  the  CTOp,  gtieat  care  muft  be 
taken  of  the  female  hemp.  Which,  ^eh  arttkreld  tft  ma- 
turity, mutt  be  {bulled,  ^nd  tied  up  in  bundles  <5f  about 
one  foot  in  diameter,  and  placed  ftantfing  with  the  ft€d 
towards  the  ftn,  to  ripen  ftill  further  for  a  fei^  days. 
If  the  weather  IhoulA  pfove  wet.  It  fliouM  bie  houfid 
loofcly,  as  the  rain  injures  the  feed,  thoiugh  act  Ae 
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ftdk.  Tim  female. irfhe  moft  ^Tahiable  faf|  b£  die 
otop^  iiid«peiid<mi;  ofi  tfae  Ibd^  having  a  great  dettV 
moee  hieo^fiA  pfoporthm  to  the  flte  of  ihe  ftalk^  thanr 
tMnciew  . 

The  v*ni«y  iof  potito^  planted  In  this  country  i^ 
«0y  grett  itideM,  *ttd  chWly  cofifAft  of  SpaaHk  nrhk^j 
black,  apple,  copper,  white  eyes,  white  and  tui  butkd>' 
and  chifter  potatoes,  together  vmh  ftteral  other  kkkis, 
oOkd  difirreiitly  In  dlfS^redt  place$.  The  Spetnifti 
wUte  ftre  an  early  kind,  round  |haped,  s^d  are  growa> 
priadpally  by  gemUmen,  for  «arly  iconfon^ptbdy  'ik> 
they  are  ^por<td  V  grow  foft  €Oward|  Cfariftmas^  hoi 
earl/  ta  fpfiag  are  fcMrceiy  fit  cot  be  bfed,  Tbeir^o« 
duce  ia  not  fftaXf  and  chef  ^re  tery  apt  «o  degencttace^ 
if  too  otea  growm  in  the  fefiie  groiitkd^  ^hoot  &tf 
facks  per  acre,  is  the  average  produce  on  good  Ipndi 
The  prtsdpal  kind  xndtiraijedbyr  the  poorv  lirDmi&eir 
^cctlent  tafle  and  gdad>  prbdace,  are'  the  biaiikS) 
1s4uch  gtow  in  dbioft  any.kific^  of  fQil,  and  are  confU 
dcf ed  the  beft  popir  mat^s  pottoe>  as  they  are  ieaft 
apt  to  fat),  and  cooie.^io  tolerably  early  $  tjiey  do  not^ 
in  geiteml,  grow  to  toy  groait  Cze,  although  I  have 
feen  them  W^igh  ooe  and  a  haif  ponndj  yet>  when  beft 
for  eating,  Aey  arc  afeont  .the  Jtx  of  a  large  hand-<>4ls 
when  tkey  eHOeed  tlnsiize^  thegrovmd,  ih  which  t^ey 
bavb  tueefk  grown,,  has  been  fxx>  rich;  of  conrfe,  th^ 
potatpe  ts  fofc,  ypbick,  in  the  eftin^ation  of  the  poor,  i$ 
jfrfl^ria^nfiihaied  a  gceatdefic^. 

Ilighty 
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'  Eighty  Sicks;  coatihung  ^bott  iweitj^iwd  ftohe" 
^acfe,  is  ^fteemed  very  good  pri>dul»  per  acrCyialliiQijgh. 
tji«f?  bdvc  been  ioftauce^  of  d«*i.hiradrpd;ia^jl  treaty, 
fome  fay  one  hundred  and  fixty.  I  muft  acknowledge,, 
however,.  I  have  pever/ecn  fuchj  thi$  kiod  is  the  leaft 
^pt  to  degenerate,  by  betog  frequenatly  fovm  in  the 
fame  ground.  v 

,  flTiC  principal  ciceHenc^  of.  the  apple  potatoe  c6q»^ 
fifts  in  its  keeping  well;  it  is  a  late  potatQe>  and  I  have 
often  eaiea  it  perfcftly  g<>od  in  the  begtaning  and  mid- 
die  of  Atignft.  It  ^requirjes  a,good^  ricb,fre(fa:grouiMl, 
4nd  in  focb  the  produce  is.nearly  equ^ to  that  of  the 
blacky  htft  it' is jby  no  nieans ib  certain  a  crop»  of 
^ourfe,  fcUom:  fown  by-the  poOc,  except  ini  fuch  a 
qiiantity^'.as;^o  pr.ocur:e  a  few  facks  for  fnmmer  con^ 
fbmption.     ....      :       :     '         •       < 

The  copper  potaibe^ad  .brought  into  this  country, 
vrithin  thefe  few  years,  by  the  late  Dr.  Maxwell,  Lord 
Bifliopof  Meatb;  they  grow  to  antlmmenle  fize,  and 
their  produce,  in  good.riph  ground,  i$  prodigious,  but 
they  will  not  fucceed  well  in  poor  or  worn  out  land. 

In  the  year  .1799,  I  ^oqured  two  potttoes  of  this 
kind,  which  weighed  2lb.  20Z.  Tbefe  I  planted  in  an 
aiparagus  bed,  the  produce  of  winch  weighed  5ft.  alb. 
belide  fevcral,  that  were  taken  away  by  different  perfons 
from  curiofity;  they  come  in  early,  and  are  faid  to 
keep  well,,  hut  very  foon  degenerate,-  by  being  fre- 
quently fown  fucceffively  ia.  one  foU. .  They  have  a  pe- 
•       r*  culiar 
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culiar  tafte^  which  the  poor  like  very  much,  and  in  fb 
great  demand  were  they,  that  they  fold  in  the  fpring 
of  1 80 1,  for  feed,  at  a  guinea  per  cwt.  Bog  agrees 
extremely  well  with  this  fpecies. 

The  white  ^yes  are  a  large  blacHifti  potatoe,  with 
the  eyes  white,  which  produces  extremely  well  in  good 
rich  upland,  or  reclaimed  bog;  when  grown  on  the 
latter,  however,  they  are  apt  to  contraft  an  unpleafant 
tafte,  and  frequently  becpme  four. 

The  poor  have  been  much  in  the  habit  of  planting 
them,  on  account  of  their  produce,  which  is  in  genei- 
xal  greater  than  arifes  from  the  black. 
.  Th^  white  and  red  bucks,  together  with  the  cluiler 
potatoe,  are  grown  only  by  gentlen^en  for  the  purpofe 
of  feeding  cattle.  Their  produce  is  very  great,  beings 
I  am  informed,  ^t  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
facks  p^r  gcre,  off  good  land  j  they  are  faid  to  fucceed 
tolerably  on  poor  ground,  and  are  confid^red  the  beft 
kind  to  be  fown  on  fallows,  thdt  are  not  dunged:  great 
care  ftiould  be  t^ken,  not  to  permit  ihem  to  mix  with 
the  feed  potatoes,  for  houfe  ufe,  as  they  increafe  fo 
faft,  that  the  produce  of  one  potatoe  will  be  fufficient, 
in  a  year  or  two,  to  damage  the  feed  fo  much,  that 
}t  will  require  the  greateft  attention  and  perfevcranca 
to  feparate  ^hem  effcftually. 

Eight  facks  of  potatoes  is  confidered  an  ample  al- 
lowance of  feed  for  an  acre,  planting  in  the  lazy-bed 
Tyay,  a^d  fix  facks  when  planted  in  drills ;  when  th« 
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feed  \b  large^  there  U  commonly  another  fack  added  to 
the  feed  cf  an  acre. 

Drilb  are  coming  hSk  iato  pntAice  for  potatoe 
planting.  The  advantages  hi  cheap  plantmg,  vrccifing, 
and  landing,  are  obvious  to  every  thinldQg  perfon,  and 
the  fnperior  tillage  b  a  fnfiklent  inducement  to  the 
practice,  even  though  the  operation  was  more  cxpenr 
five.  The  mode,  praffifed  iij  the  ndghbourhopd  of 
Navan,  is  both  judicions  and  economical.  The  ground 
being  ploughed  with  attention,  and  harrowed,  is  di- 
vided into  beds  by  lines  made  with  the  plough,  four* 
teen  yards  afunder;  in  the  middle  of  this  fpace,  the 
llung  is  laid  in  heaps,  as  it  falls  from  tfte  cart,  in  fucb 
quantity  as  is  deemed  fuiSctent  for  that  extent  of  the 
field:  the  cuttings  of  potatoes  are  equally  placed  ill 
heaps,  in  tl^^  centre  line  of  dung;  and  after  th6 
^ough  has  made  its  firft  drill,  the  droppers  of  the 
|>otato€s  take  from  the  heap,  and  conveying  the  cut- 
tings to  the  drill,  in  aprons,  depofk  them  at  nine  ot 
ten  inches  diftance  from  each  other.  Immediately  after 
the  droppers,  follow  thofe  who  convey  the  dung, 
which  is  carried  in  fmall  baflcets  from  the  heap,  and 
fcattered  in  due  proportion  in  the  drill,  the  perfoq 
holding  the  bafltet  under  his  left  arm,  apd  with  a  jerk- 
ing motion,  and  the  afliftance  of  his  right  hand,  dillri- 
buting  the  dung  as  thick  or  light  as  it  is  requifite.  This 
ionc,  the  plough  follows,  i|nd  makes  two  ftrokes,  with- 
out  placing  either  cuttings  or  dung,  going  down  on  the 
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l^ght,  and  comtflfg  up  on  the  ieft^  (Sst  mukidg  a  thirdt 
the  droppers  follow,  and  thea  the  dung  cirnefs,  thti9> 
keeptog  np  t  i  egolar  qourfe  tintU  the  fpace  is  (bwa 
dMTOQglKmt.  la  this  arrangement  two  men,  befides  the 
Ittaii  at  the  ptpugh,  and  two  droppers,  with  three  dung 
pirriers,  are  requhred  O&e  man  ftands  at  the  dung 
}}eap,  breaking  and  preparfng  the  manure  for  the  car* 
iters,  and  the  other  man  following  thofe,  and  fixing  the 
dug  regularlj^  kt  the  drill;  the  droppers  and  dting 
parriers  are  g^erally  toys  and  girls.  Half  an  acre  i$ 
^uMed  in  this  wi^y,  with  eafe,  in  the  day.  Thus  the 
leld  is  let  to  remain  for  a  fbrtnight,  and  then  ha>row«^ 
ed«  As  fycm  as  the  potatoe  plants  appear  ^boot  four 
inches  over  ground,  the  mould  is  taken,  by  means  of 
adrai  plo«gh)  clofc  from  their  flfemi  gcfog  op  and 
dowQ  betweeii  each  drill  pf  potatoefc,  thus  forming  a 
|idge  betwecp,  tfy  which  means  the  weeds  are  deftroy- 
ed,  and  left  to  ro|:  until  k  becomes  reqtrifile  to  land  the 
potatoes,  which  is  done  by  yoking  one  horfe  to  the 
dr31  plough,  as  in  the  former  procefs,  asd  e^^tendii^g 
the  moidd  board,  fb  as  to  heap  up  the  foil  jiidkioufly 
to  the  plants  on  either  fide. 

The  procefe  of  taking  .the  earth  from  the  plants  if 
done  with  a  plough  i^dthout  a  mould  board,  and  ierves 
to  weed  and  fallow  the  ground,  preparing  it  in  the 
ptH  poffible  manner  before  the  potatoes  are  landed, 
^pie  {)otat9e$  aret^en  <H(t  of  th^  grotmd^  at  the  due 
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feafon^  with  great  eafe  and  expedition^  by  means  of 
the  plough,  and  boys  or  girls. 

There  are  two  methods  of  renovating  ieed  potatoes^ 
that  have  degenerated,  by  being  too  often  fpwn  in  the 
fame  foil;  the  one  is  by  propagation  from  the  feed, 
growing  in  the  apple  on  th<  ftalk  of  the  potatoes  the 
other  by  planting  a  few  for  feed  in  a  reclaimed  bog* 
The  firft  method  every  one  can  adopt;  the  fecpnd  is 
the  more  fimple,  though,  perhaps,  not  in  every  perfon*s 
power,  from  waqt  of  reclaimed  bog  to  grow  them  in« 
The  method  of  propagating  from  the  apple  is,  to 
gather  a  number,  at  the  potatoe-digg^ng  ieafbn,  from 
different  kinds  of  potatoes,  and  by  bruiiing  extract  the 
fe^d,  which  is  wa(hcdin  clear  W^tef;  yrhep  the  feed  is 
Separated,  let  them  be  put  up  in  a  dry  place  unti\ 
March,  at  which  time  they  (hould  he  fown  in  a  x}^ 
bed  of  earth,  and  lightly  covered;  when  the  plants  arc 
about  three  or  four  inches  long,  they  ihould  be  tranA 
planted  into  drills  (like  thofe  ii^  which  celery  is  plant-* 
ed)  with  a  fn^aU  ball  of  earth,  f^i>d  carefully  landed 
every  week  qr  fortnight,  whilft  the  ftalk  continuea 
luxuriant.    Their  produce,  ^n  fm^U  po^oeai,  >yill  b^. 
immenfe:  I  have  frequently  reckoned  fron^  eighty  to 
one  hundred  on  one  ilalk;  thefe  fiaall  potatoes  will  all 
grow,  if  planted  the  fucceeding  year,  when  many  pon 
tatoes  heretofore,  perhaps,  unknown,  will  be  found  of 
the  number;  few  of  the  ^e^s  fown  produce  after  thq 
Jcind  they  were  taken  from.    The  potatoes,  grown  on 
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hog  laBd^  ^feiavftr'^Uy  coi^cred  as  the  beft  feed  for 
uplandi  and  o/Vv  vetfa.   . 

The  very  great  fcarcity  of  feed  potatoes,  thefe  two 
years  paft,  hidviced  ihaoy  perfbns  to  try  experiments  on 
Ac  pckffibUky  of  propagatmg  a  plenty  of  potatoes  -frooK 
&ed  procured  from  the  potatoe,  without  injuring  it 
materiaUy,  and  faving  a  proportion  <tf  it,  whkh,  here« 
tofore,  was  unneceiGmly  put  into  the  earth.  The  re« 
ftdt  of  an  experiment  tried  by  my  nc^hbour,  Mr. 
Gibney,  of  Dormftown,  in  the  year  1802,  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  feme  of  my  readers,  and  is  as  follows. 
•  He  laid  out.fU  ridges,  equally  drcumftanced  ia 
every  refpeA:,  which  he  planted  with  a  hundred  and 
62^  plants  eacb^  viz, 

&a/.         Produce^ 
Apple  potatoes,  cut  in  the  com-   lb.   oz.     ft,   lb.  e%. 

monway,  weighed      -        "    5.    13        4^0 
Scoopings,  about  the  fize  of  a 

large  marble,  weighed  -        -115        400 
Black  potatoe  cuttings,  as  com** 
.    monly  planted,  ditto    -        -710        740 
Scoopings  as  above,  ditto         -112        580 
Thin  drippings  of  the  eye,  little 

more  than  flpn  duck      *        .i-     1     4        i     a    • 
Shoots  found  in  the  pc^atoe  holes  in  fpring, 

not  carefully  tranfplantedj  though  covered 

too  deep  at  ^rft^  only  •*        -        •        -120 
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iTke  telatk«  pr^tce  of  the  black  uid  apfdei  ^aoBsit 
in  the  commoo  way,  may  veryrcadilj  be  CMeetftd, 
from  the  above  ftacemeot. 

From  cbe  refolt  of  duf  experiment,  Mr.  Gtbney, 
laft  ipriag,  took  two  feoo^s  from  every  pocatoe  ofed  hi 
Ms  houfb,  and  planted  them;  the  proibiee  of  whicti 
leqTwIIed  the  c«t  feed,  and  from  the  laudable  nMdw 
ef  bringiog  plenty  once  mora  omongft  the  poor,  h<i 
planted  tdne  uctts  of  potatoes,  the  produce  ^f  wfakk 
he  early  in  the  hanreft  Imt  to  market,  and,  in  the 
eotirfe  of  a  fortnight,  by  conftantly  felling  to  thft  poof 
at  a  penny  per  ftone  cheaper  than  the  market  price,  he 
reduced  the  price  of  potatoes  from  if,  nL  to  ^d.  pet 
ftone.  In  almoft  all  cafes,  and  in  every  kind,  th# 
fOngher  the  Qm  of  the  potatoe  is,  the  drier  the  potatoc 
will  be  when  boiled,  the  fdioo^  fkinned  potttoe  do| 
being  fofliciently  pprons  to  emit  the  joices  contained 
in  it;  hence  arifes  the  pra/6lice  of  caking  a  chip  off  the 
rind  of  wet  potatoes,  previous  to  their  bdng  boikdt 
Steam  is  the  beft  method  of  cooking  wet  potatoes 

Rape  has  been  partially  fown  ^eft  many  years  m 
this  couflty,  but  has  become  more  general  wtthln  theft 
laft  fix,  than  it  was  before.  I|  it  either  fown  for  feed* 
ing  cattle,  or  for  feed,  and,  in  ibme  inOances,  k  fenres 
both  purpofes.  It  is  grown  with  beft  fiiccefe  in  re- 
claimed  bogji,  that  have  bden  burned,  and  its  produce, 
in  feed,  is  from  eight  to  twenty  barrels  per  «cre;  quan^r 
^ity  fown,  from  five  pounds  to  ten  |K)unds^    Its  culture 
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teay  be  ftated  diua  t  whea  {own  merely  for  ke4,  Uid 
ground^  if  tipMdi  is  prepared  by  two  plottghiifgs,  sdd 
the  feed  thrown  in,  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  to  tbd 
acre>  hi  the  mdtitfts  of  July  or  Auguft^  withom  bar- 
towing  (  the  rougher  the  land  the  better,  fis  die  fne^ 
^eedtttg  mhis  and  froAt  ari  A^uglit  to  land  the  plants 
by  mould^riilg  tht  diiy  from  %he  litaps  %i  the  gromrf^  - 

When  the  plants  iSM^fctf  Inxurlant,  Ibtep  are  let  ttt 
to  (hA  on  diem  early  In  fpring$  ibmi  prefer  cttt^g 
Ike  pkntd)  imd  mffing  tbem  to  A^  Ihdep  H  m  ai^ 
cent  field,  olr  btiagiiBig.  tiktm  into  an  hooft,  and  tbi^ 
feeding  blade  cattkfs  4(fee  plants,  by  tMfi  flomiis,  throw 
out  more  (hoots^  vfeam  tf  pemdtted  to  remain  ucml 
Owiiflg  «ad  caif  ymg  i»ff  the  fleld  it  coafidered  the  bOt 
psa^e  (thd^h  not  die  cheapisft),  as  Anep  are  fiiid«* 
do  a  vaft  -deal  of  damage  to  llie^plants^  by  WQun&ig 
Adt  balk,  alid  lying  down  on  th(eid,  ^wUch  li^ry  li 
obviated,  atid  every  purpoft  of  iMrqifiBg  tbe  fkmBU 
ihoots  is  fervedi  by  the  cmt^. 

Tht  poor^ft  ptrts  of  the  farm  may  aUa  be  gnfady 
enctdiad,  by  hatdng  the  rape  &d  on  fc  by  Aaep  far 
any  lengih  of  time,  and  the  iheep  wili  ^Uft  aa  wetl^ 
if  not  beti«r,  than  when  let  in  9^  «he  (sn>p* 

This  is  fh#  mode,  in  wMch  rapolt  Ml  to  be  gnyws^ 
both  for  <eed^,  and  producing  ieed,  Ibr  wbich  pMv 
pofe  it  fliottld  be  fowed  early  in  jMy*  Rape  is  often 
fownin  the  latter  end  of  AngnA^  and  beg^t^kg  of  Sep^i 
tcmber,  with  (uccefs  for  feed;  bm  tiie  plants  are  feldom 

ibffidemly 
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fuficicBtly  ftroDg,  to  adaik  ekher  tl|e  cropp^g  ot 
fbecp,  or  tbe  cuttiogs  then  it  is  Ui^  to  beibwa  for 
fsed  only.  . 

X  now  come. to  the  mode  of  cultjurc^  whsa  rape  U 
ibwQ  for  the  ible  purpofe  of  feeding  b^ack  caitky  i^ 
which  cafe  it.  is  generally  traoi^aored.  The  procefe  i» 
bqgaa  by  preparing  a  fmall  pkc&.  of  grQUQpd  in  the 
month  of  M97>.aQ4  fowhig  r^x^rfired*  at  the  rate  of 
about  tea  or  ^fteen  pounds  per  to^  ^i  tbe  month  of 
May,  merely  for  the  parpofe  of  raifipg  p}ant3.  M  the 
ground,  intended  tp  be  planted,  is  bctg^  or  lea  bptti^m- 
land«  it  is  lightly  fldimed,  and  the  fods,  wbendry^  c^ 
k£ted  and  burned,  the  aibfs  of  wiiic^  are  fpc^  over 
fbe  whole  field  evenly,  and  ploughed  In*  If  the  grouad 
be  upland,  a  good  fallow,  with ^9^re  or  yard  dnng^i 
b  the  prepamt^OQ.  The  plants  are  often  drawn,  and 
l$id  in  a  bed  for  a  "week  or.  ten  days,  prepafatory  to 
thdr  being  tranfplaaied,  \irhich  is*  <:ppfidered  a  good 
pradice,  as,  by  ^is  meaos^  tbe  tap><qot  is  checked  in 
its  growth,  and  lateral  fhoots.  are  encoliraged,  which 
are  efteemed  the  m6ft  proper  for  condoling.  nouri(h<» 
ment  to  the  plant.  Almoft  erery  pqribn  has  a  dificreat 
method  of  tranfplanting  rape;  the  moft  ufual  mode, 
howerer,  ia  (the  ground  bdng  firftwell  prepared)  to 
plant  them  with  the  plough,  from  the  middle  of  July 
to  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  Auguft :  when  the  field 
b  level,  the  plough,  drawn  by  two  hories,  opens  a 
drill,  in  which  boys  and  girts  place  the  plants,  about 
one  foot  afunder,  and  another  plough  covers  the  fame, 

either 
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dther  dratkrn  by  one  horfe>  or  by  two,  one  going  be* 
ibre  tlKi  other,  fo  as  not  to  diilocate  the  plants.  The 
openhig  plough  fhould  go  pretty  deep.  Thefe  ploughs, 
vrhea  they  go  to  the  bottom,  turn  to  the  right,  come 
up  on  the  other  fid^  of  the  drill,  at  about  two  feet  and 
a  half  or  three  feet  dUlance,  making  another  drill,  and 
fe  on  until  the  field  k  planted* 

A  plough  with  a.donUe  ihell-board  is  ofte&  run  be-* 
tween  the  drills  after  planting,  for  the  pvktfoffoS  fet-* 
ting  the  plants  perpendicular,  as,  from  this  mode  oC 
plantiiig,  they  have  an  incUned  direAion,  which»  how-* 
ever,  does  not  inj^ure  thdr.growth  i  fix  g^rb,  and  two 
ploughs,  if  well  attended  with  plants,  will  eafily  finiib 
an  acre  in  each  day. 

The  ground  being  firft  well  prepared^  theexpence 
of  tranfplanting  an  acre  may  be  elBmated  as  follows : 

£.  J.   d. 
Four  ^Is,  drawing  the  plants,  at  C^d.  per 

.    day,         -        -        -        -        --02     a 

One  boy,  car  and  horfe,  carrying  ditto,      -    01     i^ 
Six    girls,    laying  the  plants   before  the 

ploughs,  -        •        -        --033 

Two  boys,  dipping  the  plants  in  tnud  and 

water  before  planting,         •        -        -oil 
Two  ploughs,  with  two  horfeseach,  and 

one  holder,       -        -        -        -        »    o    6    6 
One  plough  landing,  with    one    or  two 

horfcs,     -        -        -        -        -        -033 

£.0  17  lot 
Great 
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Great  ^cUnat^  ha«  beeo  fettUd  (t0tai  ^n^ng  dig 
toot,  in  dry  weadler,  ImdMcfiately  previous  to  thmt 
being  put  into  the  groudi)  in  good  fifte  tuoold  and  wa« 
ttr,  milted  op  dikily  together.  I  ufed  mod.  from  th« 
bo«tom  of  a  ftagnaiit  pool,  with  tery  great  fticoeft< 
My  rape,  thus  treated,  although  tranfj^nted  ia  die 
moft  fcorching  weather  of  July,  «id  ia  a  dry  upland 
falk>w,  was  the  moft  krxoriaot  crop  fat  ibe  cofoilry* 
GrotNid,  whitDGe  flax  ha^  been  puUed,  fo  often  ma-^ 
jiured,  and  planted  with  rapcw  Mr.  Rotbwcdl,  of 
Rockfield,  thi$  year  (t8oi)  transplanted  feme  itto  hbl 
barky  ftubftle,  having  firA  danged  it^  wl^di  have  fhc** 
aeeded  tcderably  welL 

I  have  heard  of  perfons  who,  in  order  to  proeuro  a 
good  feed  for  their  ewai  When  yeaning,  ftw  rape4eedy 
in  the  montbe  of  July  and  Angaft,  tliroiigh  ^  ftani* 
ipg  corn,  which  the  reapers  trod  into  the  ground  when 
cutting  the  corn.  BtA  this  is  feldoga  or  never  intended 
with  advantage ;  in  rich  and  t:lean  grounds  it  may  fuc« 
ceed  tolerably  well  5  but,  if  cither  dirty  or  poor,  the 
feed  feldom  grows  until  the  fucceeding  year»  and  then 
to  the  injury  of  the  corn  crop;  therefore  it  ought  neaer 
ID  be  fown,  except  when  fallow  is  to  fooceed  it. 

Red  clover  is  often  ibwn,  as  a  renovatii^  croj^  on 
poor,  light,  gravelly  grounds,  and  Is  coming  more  into 
general  adoption  every  day ;  even  the  common  farmers 
acknowledge  its  advantages  as  a  crop,  particularly  on 
thofe  grounds,  that  have  been  reduced  by  contmued 

^tillage. 
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tilhige.  It  is  geaendly  fown  ^iirhh  barley  or  oats  ia 
%u^i  ^d  often  in  the  fianding  wheat  in  the  month 
of  April  or  May  i  fomc  fow  h  fb  late  as  June,  but,  if  a 
continuance  of  dry  weather  fucceeds  the  fowingi  as  is 
often  the  cafe,  the  feed  is  loft.  Clover-feed  is  con- 
iidcred  to  anfwer  beft,  when  fown  under  the  laft  har-^ 
row  of  the  ipring  crop;  it  is  then  covered  enough,  but 
not  too  much;  when  fown  in  land  laid  down  with 
grafs-feeds,  about  fourteen  pounds,  together  with  from 
five  to  ten  barrels  of  hay-feed,  is  fown  to  the  acre ;  if 
fown. by  itfelf,  twenty-one  pounds.  From  fome  expe* 
riments,  that  have  been  made,  it  appears,  that  the  pro- 
duce is  diminiihed  by  too  great  a  quantity  of  feed. 

White  clover  is  feldom  if  ever  ibwn,  except  when 
the  land  is  laid  down  for  paflure,  and  then  generally 
at  the  rate  of  feven  pounds  c^  it,  and  feven  pounds  o£ 
red,  and  hay-feed  as  above.  The  land  is  required  to 
be  cleaner  for  it  than  for  the  red,  and  it  does  not  pro- 
duce near  as  luxuriant  crops ;  but  being  perennial^  and 
the  red  but  a  biennial  plant,  it  is,  of  courfe,  much 
more  prized. 

Red  clover  fucceeds  well,  even  on  poor  gravelly 
ground,  if  well  tilled  and  clean ;  but  it  is  confidered 
as  fruitlefs  to  attempt  fowing  it  in  dirty  land  of  any 
kind ;  the  white  requires  a  richer  foil. 

Trefoil  is  very  much  fown  in  the  baronies  of  Dun- 
boy  ne  and  Ratoath,  and  is  faid  to  repay  the  farmer  very 
well.     The  ground  need  not  be  fo  clean,  or  fo  rich  for 

0  it, 
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iti  as  for  clover,  ftUhoi^h  the  beft  crc^  are  produced 
from  thofe  in  the  clean^ft  ftate.  It  agrees  beft  with  a 
dty,  gravelly  loil>  on  wiuch  it  is  often,  foimd  growing 
fpoQtaneoufly,  particularly  if  the  gravel  partakes,  ia 
any  degree,  of  the  nature  of  limeftone,  yet  it  often  pro- 
duces good  crops  from  clay^  when  fawn  in  grovnd 
laid  down  for  grazing  or  meadow,  &ven  pounds  per 
acre  are  added  to  the  above  quantity  of  clover,  &c. 

The  feed  is  generally  from  20/.  to  30/.  per  cwt. 
cheaper  than  red  clover,  and  the  red  in  the  ikme  de« 
gree  cheaper  than  white,  and  all  extremely  fiuidhiating, 
bdng  from  five,  to.  feven,  and  eight  gmneas  per  cwt* 
The  feed  is  never  faved  in  thb  country;  its  produce 
the  firft  year,  in  good  clean  ground,  is  afh>ni(hiagly 
great.  When  red  clover  U  fown  by  itfeif,  it  is  com- 
monly eaten  off  by  (heep  and  hor£^  the  firft  year,  and 
m  the  {hmmer  of  the  iecond,  after  bemg  paftured  foe 
fome  time,  it  is  ploughed  in  for  wheats  thoi^h  ibme 
farmers  plough,  in  the  fecopd  crop  without  feeding  i(^ 
and  fome  the  firft. 

When  clover  is  fown  with  grafs-feeds,  it  is  often 
grazed,  until  the  month  of  May  following,  by  fheep, 
and  then  (hut  up  for  meadow,  and  mowed ;  but  this 
is  generally  confidered  to  be  a  bad  praftice,  as  the 
fheep  are  faid  to  pull  the  clover  out  of  the  ground,  be- 
fore it  is  fufficiently  rooted.  Thofe,  who  follow  the 
above  method,  fay,  that  ftieep  only  eat  the  top  leaves 
of  the  plant,  and  that  it  ftools  the -better  fpr  being  thus 

'  ^aten. 
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eaten-'  The taoft  ^neral  pradlke,  however,  is,  tcyftiut 
up  the  fielSd  as  fi>bn  as  the  eorn  is- drawn  home,c  and 
not  to  fuffet  any  bieaft  to  feed  on'  it,  until  after  it  Is 
ihown  the  fuccfeieding  year.  Sbmetimes  two  crops  are 
mown,  but  the  beft  farmers  cut  only  once,  and  iPeed  off 
the  after-grafsf:  this  firft  crop  is  generally  kept:until 
the  following  fpring,  and  then  thrclhed  for  feed;  as 
feme  of  the  clover-feed  will  inevitabiy'  fall  in^  thi 
threftiing. 

The  praftice  of  having  clover  mowed  every  <feyi 
and  eaten  in  the  farmer's  ftable,  at  dinner-hour,  by  the 
working  horfes,  is  coming  faft  ifito  ufe.  Added  to  hii 
procuring  thereby  an  incredible  quantity  of  dung,  th«i 
fiorfes  are  capable  of  doirig  more  wbrk,  and  are'keplt 
in  better  condition,  than  if  turned  out  under  the  fcorcK- 
ing  rays  of  the  fan,  from  which  to  fcreen  themfelve^, 
and  &om  their  continual  tormentors,  the  flies,  they 
waftc  that  time  in  feeking  ftielter,  which  they  othei^- 
wife  would  ipend  in  feeding. 


Sect.  5.     Crops  not  commonly  cultivated. 

The  crops  not  commonly  cultivated  are  turnips^^ 
vetches,  grey  and  white  peas,  beans,  cabbage,  audi  XA 
ibme  inftances,  chicory. 

Thefe,  though  not  in  general  grown  by  the  farmers, 
are  profitable,  when  properly  managed. 

p,  z  Turnips 
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Turnips  are  ooly  met  with  on  the  farms  of  gentle^ 
iqeo,  who  unite  grazing  with  tillage,  and  are  ibwa 
mpftly  for  the  purpole  of  feeding  (beep,  though  they 
are  fometimes  applied  to  the  purpofe  of  feeding  black 
cattle,  in  which  cafe  they  are  fliced  with  a  machine, 
and  given  in  the  houie,  the  cattle  being  ded  up.  When 
jtbey  are  applied  to  the  feeding  of  (heep,  they  are  given 
in  jthe  fields  whole,  with  their  tops,  as  th^y  come  out  of 
the  ground ;  fome  fold  (heep  on  them,  but  this  praAice 
^  npt  prevalent. 

The  priiicipal  kinds  ibwn  are  tlie  red  and  white 
^rfolk,  which  grow,  with  care,  to  an  immenle  fize. 
jyif.  William  Martly  informs  n^e,  his  were  from  five 
f>oundS;  to  fifteen  pounds  weight  laft  year ;  the  quan- 
lity  of  feed,  per  acre,  two  pounds,  and  the  produce. 
Oft  good  ground  well  hoed,  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons. 
I^  have  heard  of  fixty-five  tons  per  acre  :*  in  general 
they^are  fown  broad-caft,  and  hand-hoed.  Swedi(h 
turnips,  or  Ruta-baga,  have  been  introduced  into  this 
country  within  thefe  few  years ;  they  have  not,  as  yet, 
been  generally  adopted  by  turnip-growers,  but  bid  fair 
for  that  honour,  as  their  properties  of  (landing  the 
winter  well,  and  their  being  very  eafily  kept,  are  ad- 
vantages too  ftriking  to  be  overlooked  by  the  feeders 

of  flock. 

Thefe 

*  Turnips  fown  in  drills  Cxteen  inches  afunder,  and  the 
plants  eight  inches  afunder  in  the  drills ;  if  the  Ituroips  weigh 
one  pound  and  a  half  each,  which  is  not  an  nncomnion  aver« 
age,  the  produce  upon  the  acre  will  be  upwards  of  fifty  tons* 
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Thefe  reqtiire.  ta  be  ipwQ  in  May,  or  the  beg^iimDg 
of  June;  if  Utcr,  ihqr  feldom  tura  to  much  accduol; 
IfyfaowercTi  they  are  fown  ki  the  beginnijig  or  middle 
io£  May,  in  a  rich,  bed,  and  tra&fplanted  by  the  end  of 
■Jooe,  they  are  fdiiful  to  anfwcr  extremely  well;  one 
ffoodivill  fiipffy  phntrfor  te&  acres.  In  lekfting  tnt^ 
mp$  for  fi»^,  great  care  b  neceflary ;  thofe  that  have 
thick  iiecka>  fulaath  ikma,  and  rbund  (boulders,  (hould 
be  preferred;  the' ieed  from  thefe i&Tafiably  produoss 
the  beft  turifips.  ' 

..  Sir  Fnmcis  Hopkins  (to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
this  information  on  the  fubjeA,  and  who  has  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  growing  greeii  crops  for  ^wdntering 
ftock)  aflures  me,  he  I^ts  found  the  greateft  benefit 
«rile  from  this  fele^Uon  of  bis  feed  plants.  Some  have^ 
of  late,  pra£tiied  the  drill  hoibandry  in  the  growing  of 
turnips,  in  whidi  cafe  they  are  landed  with  the  plough^ 
and  thinned  by  hand,  but  this  praftice  is  not  prevalent. 
Two  great  advantages  attend  drilling  turnips,  that  do 
not  arife  when  foWn  broad-caft;  the  one  is,  the  eaie 
and  cheapnefiof  cleanmg  and  felling  the  plants,  ajt 
proper  diftances  (hand«hoeti^[  not  bdng  praAiied  or 
underftood  by  the  labouring  men  of  this  county);  and 
the  other  is,  the  great  faving  in  manure  thereby  ob* 
Uuned ;  one  load  going  as^r  in  the  drill  hulhandry,  at 
three  when  fown  broad-caft. 

Vetches. — ^The  culture  of  vetchea  has  long  been  par- 
tially praOifed  by  the  farmers  of  this  county^  particu- 
larly 
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*edhig  for  the  ^oitMic^ei^ ^d^it  AsM  cafc^-oit:  bes. 
fcirie  they  arc *quUe  rlpfc^  iiadif  ip, tto^  pvpi  asint- 
'o  Some,  'who  permittjdd  t&etaitO:fej6\r  jhoretripe,  veto 
in  >tb^  imbit  of  ikaking  them^  iand^pve&rsing  thei^ 
^[triaB,  that  fell  ouf,  for  fced^  atheiir  ^fl^tad^acertam 
fsai  tff  their !  ic?op  for  ftccl,  ^orhich  they  Emitted  tm 
ripen  fully }  and  ill  thofe,  not  r^diced  for  ithcir  bvin 
<dc,  wefie  eafily  dUpofed  of  4a  Droghefta.  iharfcc^ : .     ' 
By  thofe  farmers  it  has  been  fown  merplyiafe  dipiiog 
vrop,  and  for  iiay^  cbcir  time  of  icfvfiiai  Ikkmiskj^  and 
«arly  in  March.  .     i  ^ 

"VS^er  vetches  luntitwithm  thrfi?  three  yearsi  ve« 
Icarody  knowp  id  this  ^eblmly ',  indeed  tfaeyi  are  hvu 
partially  known  erjeii  now  ^  yet,  Iitbink|t^o  or  three 
years  -will  make  a  yaft  ^^ffereoce  inithe-ektent  of  their 
pultHTc^  if  I  may  judge  from  the  a;i^idity,^  with  which 
the  feed  b  .rpiirchia£ed^;  and  the^'^irflftl  fdvantage  the 
fjiomtr  will  reap  from  iihem.  (•       . 

The  quantity  fbiv^,  per  acre,  Ib  from  twehe  to 
fligttteea  f\:cme,  accorditig  tp  the  ftatex^  tbjs  ^uadj, 
«nd  dme  of  forwing.  If  jAe  cri3p1)e  fowi  for  ieed,.aiii| 
|)n£  ip  early,  ten  ftone  per  aciie  anfw^^  If  for  fi>ilkig^ 
in  the  month  of  February,  fow^tw^ve,  in*Mar<ih  fow* 
teep^  in  April  iSxteen,?  and  in  f^j  cggbceen  fione  fet 
acre.  Time  of  fowing  winter  vetches,  Atiguft  and  5ep- 
temjbei^  at  which  fime'ten  ftone  ^irlll  anlw^er,  increafing 
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>$^  9bom$  a»  lihe.  ib^qg.  is  poftj^ne^*  They  <^u^t  not 
IQ  be  fown,  aftcr-tbe  fti^ft  of  Npv^fflftber,  as  they  do  not . 

,  tJbrfirep  ifi  %of^,  vf^,  wbeR  the  frflffts  fet  in. 

Mf«  Graipgeri  of  Caufeftown^kf^year^  grew  vetchfs 
00,  a  very  ^extenfive  fc^le^  >v^h  be  ^t,  and  ba4  ic9^' 

^tki  ioto  I4f  KoTfiil^  whh  wMoh  be  fattad  cows*  jl 
few  his  ftock  at  difiereiat-pcriopls^  du?}pg.  the  time  tbf y 

\  iRcre  tied  np,  and  wit»efled  |he  diffeffoatr  ft^s  of  iip- 

'  provealenl^  a«  they  advaaoced.,  Nia^t^^.i^  j)arti<?(d^, 
ithat  were  meafwred.  accOfdiBg  to  &^  y/5^t-bo(*t.  la- 
creafed,  in  one  fortn'#t,  fof^y-five  ftone.  I  (b^feeie 
lUte  what  be  niemiOafid  ro  m^  in  «4ftirer  to  n>y  qu^- 
rkt^  as  the  beft  inforaiatiot)  I  cao  ^v^  oa  the  fnbjeOrt 
<<  Laft  fiimn^r  I  ioifed  t wemjHftve  acres  ^  ?etcHe»  i 
they  fed>  onaoavemge,  forty  cowii  aad  fiv«  hoffe^^ 
fr^m  ibQ  fitft  of  Jaly  to  the'  latter  end  af  SeptemtWj 
cighty-eig^  day6.  I  cooid  have  Ibid  tbcfe  cattk  to 
great  advantage,  from  thdr  forwardnefti  the  latter  e^ 
of  Anguft  5  fold  thirty  in  the  fiira  Of  N^ianr  a&d  K«lll, 
at  upwards  ^f  ttzo/.  profit,  which  fiearly  pays  for  ail 
expences :  when  the  vetches  wete  aU  confli»ed,  >I 
turned  out  the  remaining  cattle  to  after-grafs/* 

<<  Thefe  cattle  were  tied  up  in  hovels,  allowing 
plenty  of  ftraw  for  litter,  and  were  conftantly  fupplied 
with  frefti  cut  vetches  ten  or  twelve  times  a  day  •,  the 

refufc 

*  Winter  vetches  require  a  warm,  dry  foil,  and,  if  fown 
after  the  middle  of  September,  the  ground  fliould  be  rich,  or/ 
if  iiot,  it  fliould  be  manured  j-  if  fown  later,  tlieyfail.  D.  B** 
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'  rcfufe  cleared  away,  ^d  given  to  young  cattk, .  and 
'  feme  working  horfes,  not  included  in  the  above  calcu- 
lation j  they  were  ftippfied  v^ith  water  in  their  ftalk, 
'but,  in  general,  dratik'but  little.  Pafdcular  attention 
was  given  to  the  dtinghyi,  which  meafured,  on  finifli- 
sng  the  experiment,  1470  culnt  yards.  How  fhall  we 
value  dung.^  fuppofe  i8^.per  cubic  yard,  accordmg 
to  Arthur  Youngs*  This  amounts  to  no/.  5 a  dfid 
will  cover  a  great' extent  <rf  land.  As  vistches  will 
grow  on  poor,  light  land,  what  an  advantage  muft  it 
'  afford  a  fpirit€ld'improv<^r,  fettled  on  a  mountainyor 
a  light  farm,  if  bog  is  ccmvenient  ?  the  turf-mould  will 
iupply  bedding  for  his  cattle,  and  help  to  rear  a  large 
fond  of  manure.  th<is,  wh&fl:  he  is  rivalling  the  beft 
lands  in  feeding  ft€>ck,  he  is  raifing  a  conftant  fapply 
of  the  richeft  dung  for  the  improvement  of  his  farm." 
««  The  expenfive  and  unprodufbive  fallow  difap-> 
pears,  and  gives  way  to  the  luxuriant  green  crop ;  and 
the  farmer,  on  a  levvl  with  the  grazier,  rejoices  that 
his  green  fallow  is  as  produ^ve,  as  the  firtutful  piaios 
of  Ardbraccan  or  Oadands.'' 

*  Vide  Agricultural  Magazine,  Vol.  I.  page  ioa« 


.<    *    •  .c 
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Thej9cp<f^e  andprafU  are  asjolhnv: 

♦NTmctccn  barrels  of  feed  vetches,  for 

twenty-fiv^  acres,  -        -        -        59  ^7  o 

Plonghing  and  harrowing  ditto,  at   15/. 

per  acre,  •  •  -  -  -  18  15  o 
Mowing,  at  6  s.  per  acre,  -        -  7100 

Six  (hort  fcythes  for  ditto,         -        -  1   10  o 

Two  cars,  horfes,  and  boys,  at  ix.  id* 

each,  for  88  days,         -        -        -  9  10  8 

Two  men  attending  cattle  at  10^.  per,  88 

days,  -        -        -        -        -768 

Two  boys  at  6\d.  per,  ditto,      -        -  480 

Ninety  loads  of  ftraw,  at  6s.  per  load,        27    o  o 


)C-*35  17  4 


Sold  at  Navan  and  Eells,  thirty    £.  s.  d. 
cows,  which  paid  nett  profit,  izo    o  o 

By  value  of  feeding  the  remain- 
ing ten  cows  for  88  days, 
which  may  fairly  be  dated 
three  months,  at  the  rate  of 
2/.  10  J.  for  half  a  year's  gra- 
zing, commonly  paid  in  the  ^ 
country,  -       -       -      12  10  o 

Brought  forward,  jf.132  10  o 

Brought 

^  The  feed,  in  the  above  account,  is  a  heavy  article  of  ex* 
pence ;  I  h^d  all  mfne  to  purchafe  tJiis  year  at  a  veiy  high 
price.  I  (hall,  in  future,  rear  my  own  feed ;  two  acres  of  in- 
difCsreot  ground  will  produce  fuificient  feed  to  (bw  the  above 
complement  of  ground.    J.  M.  G* 
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Brought  forward,     132100 

^y  feeding  five  horfts  for  three 
months,  at  1 1  /.  4|rf.  per'  hdrfi; 
per  mooth^       -        -        -        8  10  7I 
1470  cnbic  yards  idF  dung,  fup- 
pofcij.  per,    -        -        -73100 

'  '  ^214  10  7i 

,      Dcdufl:  c^pcnce    -    -     135  174 


Nett  profif.of  twenty^ve  s^crcs  of  land, 
{,  .xthat  would  have  been.otherwiic  unpro- 
^    ;fitable  fallow,  upwards  of  3^per acre,  3^.78  13  3$ 

-«  Th«-«ttraordinary  drought  of  this  year  operated 
much  againft  a  green  crop  for  foiling.  I  began  to  fow 
as  early  as  February,  and  continued  my  fowii^  until 
June,  in  order  to  have  a  &cceflion  of  foil;  the  late 
fowed  vetches  fuffered  particularly  from  the  dry  wea- 
tiier ;  in  fad,  they  never  attained  the  bulky  luxuriance 
fo  peculiar  to  vetches,  but,  on  the  contrary,  ripened 
into  an  immature  and  ftunted  {eefjoeis,  without  ever 
attaining  their  ufual  growth:,  of  a^  dropping  ieaibo,  I 
am  confident  ilie  fame  extent  of -ground  would  have 
fed  a  larger  ilock  for  a  much  IcuD^er  time;  it  is  fur- 
prizing  what  ah  efieA  a  fhower  of  rain  has  upon  a 
.crop  of  vetches." 

:<<  I  have  charged  Ho  rent  in  the  above  account,  as  the 
ground  would  have  been  in  dry  fallow,  but  for  the 

vetches; 
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tctchcsi  wheat  is  always  chargeable  with  two  years 
Tcnty  and  toy  sieves  are  all  fown  Avith  whiter  corm    ^ 

Irenii^n>  dearShr^ 
^'  Tour's  iBncerely, 

J.M.<5RAING€R.^ 

•  ftlr-Orainger,  hi  this  inftahce,  did  not  ^ivc  the  vetch 
^yftem' a  ^ilr  trWl,  having  bonght  his  cattle  in  the 
month  of '  May,  'in  good'  order;  he  put  them  to  fee4 
on  ground,  where  there  was  little  or  no  grafi;  they  fell 
away  confiderably  before  July,  the  time  he  firft  began 
Tipottthe*  vetches,  fo  that,  though  they  Ifelod  Mm  in 
more  iSKan  tficlt*  prime  coft,  at  the  time  theyljegan  tty 
feed  on  vetches,  yet,  in  reality,  they  ought  not  to  bfe 
rated  fo  high;  if  he  had  vetches  ready,  immediately 
trfter  he  bought  them  in,  4ie  muft  hate  made  confideiv 
abfy  more  profit,  as  beef,  in  July  and  the  beginning  of 
Auguff,  at  which  time  they  would  have  been  fat,  rated 
much  higher  than  it  did  at  the  time  he  fold,  and  th6 
tranfition  from  dry  W  green  food  would  have'pro- 
'duced  a  quicker  efPeft  on  the  cattle,  and  a  lefler  q^uan- 
^ty  would  have  made  them  equally  fat. 

He  has,  hoWever,  a  good  crop  of  winter  vetch  <br 
this  year's  (T8oa)confumptIon,  which  promifes  to  be 
carfy  in;  fome  ,lbwn  by  the  drill  machine  in  alternate 
TOWS  wfih  rye,  and  fome  without  rye. 

Mr.  Grainger  aHb,-  laft  year,  fowed'  fome  chicoryi 

which  fucceeded  very  well,  and  he  this  year  fowed 

.  "     •  fainfoin 
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fainfoin  z^^  lucerne;  he  has  thirty  acres  of  green  food 
this  year^  in  three  acres  of  which  he  has  at  pre&nt 
the  third  green  crop  in  fuccei&qo^  growing  withiit  oat 
year,  viz:^ — tranfplaat^  rape,  eaten  off  by  iheep  in 
April,  fewed  in  the  latter  end  of  May  with  ipring 
▼etches  for  foiling,  and  as  iboh  as  the  Vetches  were 
.cleared  off,  the  ground  was  ^gsda  ploughed,, and  fown 
with  winter  vetch  and  rye,  which,  at  prefen^,  look 
extremely  luxuriant  (May  i8q2).  ,  For  a  treatife  on 
vetches,  lee  Appendix,  No.  7* 

Grey  peas  have  been  fown  thefe  <  many  year«,  all 
through  the  county,  upon  poor  gravelly  foils,  and 
fometimes  upon  clay  with  fucceis.  They  have  been, 
invariably,  let  run  to  feed>  and  then  pulled  with  a 
crooked  ftick,  bound  in  flieaves,  and  brought  to  the  hag- 
gard when  dry,  after  which,  they  are  cither  threflied, 
and  the  ftraw  ufed  as  litter,  or  are  given  as  hay  to 
horfes,  without  being  threlhed;  horfes  thrive  remark- 
;ably  well  on  them.  This  laA  method  is  praAifed  in 
thoie  parts  of  the  county,  where  meadow  land  b  fcarce. 
When  the  feed  is  threlhed  clean  out^  it  is  fold  in 
market  for  the  purpofes  of  feeding  pigeons,  or  mixing 
with  barley  or  here  meal,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  at 
the  rate  of  from  four  to  fix  flone  of  peas  to  each  bar- 
rel of  barley  or  here.  They  are  invanably  fown  broads 
cafl;  the  quantity  of  feed  is  from  twelve  to  fixteen 
fione  per  acre,  poor  ground  requiring  more  feed  than 
rich. 
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Tlic  |>roduce,  on  good  ground^  is  from  fiK  to  tea 
btorels.  They  arc  generally  fold  at  the  ai^erage  price 
of  wheat,  twenty  ftone  making  a  barrel,  as  ia  wheat. 

Winte  peas  are  very  feldom  fown,  except  ia  Dnleek; 
barony;  they  are  let  to. ripen,,  and  are  ibid  in  the 
market  of  Drogheda,  for  the  purpofe  of  bdng  fplit  for 
making  foap,  &c;  they  fell  at  fomewhat  a  more  ad^ 
vanced  price  than  grey  peas,  but  do  not  in  general 
produce  fo  well;  many,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  ibw* 
ing  them,  have  difcontinued  the  practice. 

Duleek  is  the  only  barony^  where  beans  may  be  faid 
to  be  cultivated,  and  even  thefe  not  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. A  few,  however,  do  grow  them,  and  thdr  pro- 
duce is  Ibid  in  Drogheda  market. 

Cabbages  have,  thefe  many  years,  been  cultivated  by 
Sir  Francis  Hopkins,  near  Athboy,  for  feeding  cattle^ 
and,  I  am  informed,  have  fucceeded  very  well.  Their 
expence,  however,  in  tranfplantadon,  and  the  diiEculty 
of  preferving  them  from  the  depredations  of  the  poor^ 
are  ftrong  bars  to  their  general  cultivation.  The  beft 
cabbage  plants  are  raifed  on  bog  or  bottom  land,  that 
has  been  fkinned  and  burned,  and  the  (eed  fown  in 
Auguft.  Thefe  are  fold  the  fpring  following,  from 
3/.  3//.  to  6s.  6J.  per  thoufand,  according  as  the  winter 
has  been  fcvcre,  or  foft,  thereby  creating  a  fcardty,  or 
plenty  of  plants  in  the  market;  an  acre  of  plants  has 
often  produced  ^.60,  I  have  heard  of  /".loo,  when 
fold  for  garden  ufes.    The  large  drum-head,  or  flat 

Dutchi 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9tC  ^BTATIITICAL  SOKVEYl 

Svtdi^^e.the  kkd^  priottp^  plaiatecd^  dne  Ijiixiclf  ed 
«f  wUcb.  wll  ^enefaliy  pitat  two  perches  fqnare  of 
gitHiod;  Atoy  grow  to  an  immenle  fiie*. 
^  Snppofe  12  poasda  each;  tbeprodacc^  ia'we^ht^ 
«f  aitacre^  would  be, upwards  o£  forty-two*  tQBS^  at» 
fewiiig  fifty  oa  a  perdi  fqoare.^    , 


GHAR 
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CHAP.  vni. 


OKASS. 


Seciv  i«     Natural  meadow^  pajture^  and  marfb  landu 

HITHERTO  the  quandty  of  artifidal  graft,  fowit 
m  Meath,  was  fmall  mdeed»  compared  to  the  vaft 
tra£b  of  ground  producing  natural  graft,  and  undet 
fattening  cattle,  in  the  occupation  of  the  diflbrent  graf^ 
ziers;   the  depth  and  richnefs  of  the  foil,  predon^ 
nant  through  almoft  the  whole  of  the  county^  and  itb 
tendency  to  moifture,  without  being-  abfohitely  wet, 
making  it  throw  up  fuch  a  coat  of  nourilhing  grafs  as 
is  fcarcely  to  be  equalled  in  Ireland.    In  many  partis 
there  are  certain  trafts  of  land,  which  far  exceed  any 
thing  of  which  we  can  boaft;  amongft  fuch,  may  be 
confidered  the  Golden  vale  in  Tipperary,  and  the 
Corcas  land  in  Limerick.    But  in  no  part  of  Ireland 
can  be  produced  327,900  acres  of  ground,  the  contents 
of  this  county,  fituate  together,  of  fo  excellent  a  qua- 
lity, and  fo  very  appropriate  to  every  purpofe  of  tillage 
ulA  grazing,  as  the  county  of  Meath.  ^  It  is,  generally 

fpeaking, 
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Ipeaking,  more  friendly  to  the  latter  than  to  the  former^ 
and  in  grazing  it  was  almoft  wholly  employed,  undl^ 
through  the  exertions  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Fofter^ 
late  Speaker  of  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  corn 
laws  were  enaAed,  which  infured  a  conftant  and  regu- 
lar demand  for  corn,  and  induced  a  great  many,  who, 
before  that  period,  invariably  grazed  their  lands,  to 
break  up,  and  turn  into  tillage,  large  trafts  of  ground, 
which  had  not  for  {bme  ages  felt  the  iron  hand  of  the 
hulbandman,  or  been  '^  crowned  with  the  fickle  atid 
the  wheaten  flieaf,"  fb  that  inftead  of  having  three- 
fourths  of  the  county  under  grais,  as  heretofore,  not 
more  than  about  two-thirds  is  at  prefent  fo  occupied; 
and  every  day  offers  new  inducements  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  tillage,  by  the  new  %hts  that  have  been 
dirown  upon  husbandry,  and  the  adoption  of  green 
crops  for  ftall  feeding,  even  in  the  fummer  months. 

Thofe  farms,  that  are  occupied  in  fattening  cattle^ 
yield  a  luxuriant  coat  of  natural  grafTes^  the  nature  of 
the  foil  bemg  of  the  bcft  quality,  the  fpecies  of  grafles 
are  alfo  of  the  beft  quality.  The  fuperior  excellence 
of  our  beef  over  that  of  any  other  county,  and  the 
very  great  proof  (as  the  infide  fat  is  by  the  butchers 
termed)  of  cattle  fed  in  all  parts  of  it  has  made  Mcath 
proverbial  for  its  feeding.  All  the  old  paAures  are 
compofed  of  natural  grades,  and  cpnfift  of  a  great  va- 
riety of  the  beft  kinds.  The  graziers  feldom  think  of 
procijirhig  any  particular  ipccies;  from  an  idea,  that  land 

after 
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aft^f  three  years,  will  revert  to  aod  produce  its  natural 
grafsy  even  though  iwodier  kind  had  been  ibwn  at  the 
time  of  laying  down.  ... 

All  thofe  natural  grafles,  ^hich  the  foil  produces 
here,  in  common  with  other  countries,  have  been  al- 
ready fo  well  defcribed  and  delineated  in  different  iiir- 
veys,  that  I  think  it  unneceflary  to  trouble  the  Society 
either  with  defcriptions  or  plates;  I  therefore  pafs 
them  by,  to  mention  a  few  plants,  that  are  abundant 
here,  and  may  not  be  fb  generally  the  produce  of  Ire- 
land, and  of  which  repr^entations  are  figured  in  the 
annexed  plates.  The  vacdnium  oxycoccus,  craneberry 
or  bogberry,  runs  along  theiarface  of  the  bogs,  and 
binds  the  lo6le  earth  with  its -fibrous  rodts;  the 
flower^,  though  fmall,  are  beautiful,  and  the  fruit  is 
well  known  for  its  culinary  ufe.  The  oxalis  acetolella^ 
or  wood  forrel,  is  a  very  elegant  Kttle  plant,  which  co- 
vers  the  fliady  fides  of  ditches  with  its  beaudful  vdr- 
dure  and  white  flowers,  in  May  and  June;  for  its  che- 
mical virtues,  fee  «•  Withering's  Bounical  Arrange- 
ment." The  anthericum  offifragum,  or  baftard  afpho- 
del,  and  drocera  lon^folia,  or  fundew,  are  both  natives 
of  our  bogs;  the  latter  prefents  a  very  curioua  appear* 
ance  to  the  obferver,  as  its  (talk  and  leaves  are  co- 
vered with  a  glutinous  fubftance,  by  which,  when  flics 
or  odicr  finall  infefts  alight  upon  it,  they  are  fattened 
as  with  birdlime;  at  the  end  of  thofe  flender  threads 
or  hairs,  which  furround  the  leaf,  are  receptacles  of 
f  this 
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this  gummy  fybihuce,  aod  wbea,  the  ioTect  alights  nfqa 
the  kaft  thefe  Jbalrs  tura  oyer  bim>  aod  kei^p  him  en- 
thralled till  he  expires.  In  fmaU  laftesi.  10  fome  .of 
rtbefe  bogs,  ar^  to  be  found  the  nymphaea  lutea^  and 
iiymphaea  alba,  the  yellow  and  white  water  Ulliesj  the 
latter  18  a  plant  of  pecuBar  beauty,  but  two  large  to, 
adiopdt  of  ;a  reprefentation  hexfi^  The^eriopborum  pplyfia- 
chton,:Qr  cottod  gcds*' prefem9»  bothia  it$  oan^e  and 
appear toce»  a  fair  fubjqd  for  experment^  as  the  fine 
dowui  wkh  which  the-fcediis  jenveloped>  might  proba- 
bly, in  the  hands  of  the  fpinner,  produce  a.  new  and 
elegant  ipedes  of  maaaf«£ture;  it:  is  to  1  be  obferved^ 
that  the  doMfn  is  not  attached  to  the  lee^d,  as  plumed 

-fteds.  have  it,  but  the  feed  liesi  loofe  in  the  bottom  of 
each  tuft.  The  .andromeda  polifolia  dpe9  not  appear 
in  the  garden,  where  it  has  been  tranfplanjted  as  apt  or- 
nament, in  half  the  beauty  as  on  its  native  i^oor. 
There  are  various  odier  plants  of  ufefulnefs  and  beauty, 
naiive  m  this  county,  biit:  fearful  of  trefpaipBg  too  far  ^ 

-on  the  attention  of  the  Society,  I  proceed  to  the  more 
proftaWe  part  of  the  vegetable  kingdom^  ; 

,  The  nice,  dry,  warm,  gra.veily  foils  of  the  county 
throw  up  a  luxuriant  coat  of  whitie  dovier^  even  though 
there  may  not  have  been  any  feed  lpw%  ^s^d  grounds 

.rather  inclined  to  c}ay>  when  drained  and  jgufnured 
with  limeftone,  gravel,  tpftien  Ihew  ^  difpofition,  to  it 

.alto*  '  ,  .,  , 

Natural 
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iNatiiirrf'  nictdoWs^^d  to  b^  met  Mrkh  in  abutidanoc 

ithrougli   affabft  the  whole  df  lh<l  <}6aflty,   atid  fe^ 

'faritlSj'  of  ^ftateVer  fiize  they  mAj  be^  dre  without -a 

^^SrfEdilKiy  ^  thfifr  oWfr  ufe.    When  kfo  happens,  that 

tTigy'haveTKM?fjdb6gH  of  their  own,  the  farmers  agr^e 

"^drietoj;^  from- the  mdft  cbnv^nieiit  firfii,  as  ifluth  as 

they  may  require,  at  the  Taf€  bf^^froin  foor  to^feVto 

I^Mieafs  pt^  ?lcitci  aecorditJg  td  its  quality.     If  tKefe 

-fa]ftf)6fs  cduM  "bd  pietfoad^d  to'^^pfe  the  vetch Tyftem 

for  rn^ddow}  il  wi^uld  fave  therfl  aft  imtficttfe  cxpeace 

}a  theyeif,*o«hlii  lab^uriffg  thei^  fatlowe,  ftndln¥^t 

©f  Ma^tfdo^rkad.   'When  go6d  ttpl^d  fiafcan'hfe  frro- 

^ardi/k  iegefltif&il/  pfef^mtf  to  tfcat  of  fedttbib^-,'4t  Is 

tadf€  riotftffti&g^  anki  of  a  b^tttr  ^u&Etj^;  it- ^oikfs  la 

tMkti  aiid'tftii  be4>«t6r  faVed  tfeati- th^ bottditi  g¥aft, 

ivhieh  is  to6  oftcn^compofedi  of  ^flaggers;  ftdger,  tiWb6$, 

-find  other  eoarfe  piodtiftions.of  loW  lands,' Hvhiehill 

.gdto  wafte  4fl  the  foddering  yirdj  rndft  ^rift  6f  t&e 

hay  ^f  Me^  is  produced  from  ujilaftid  meadow'. 

'/  Whefll^d  has  been  laid  down  '^h^gftfs  ftcdfc, 

tftet  hftViAg^J)fe€fn  jinder  tiiiage  for  afijr  length  <>f  time, 

it  is  appropriated  to  the  feeding  of  (heep,  or  if  not  fit 

for  that  purpofe,  it  is  left  for  the  rearing  of  young  cat- 

from  three  to  ftyen  pr  eight  years,  according  to  the 

degree  of  heart  the  land  is  in  at  the  time  it  is  fo  laid 

^^Qwpf  fe^tf^x;i9s,being  capable  of  feeding  bla,ck  cattle 

to  fat^  ^o^qrthan  the  fifth  or  fixth  crop^  and  many 

iSpmQn  wtU  ^gfi^j  that  there;  is  h^^y  any  grptun^, 

p  2  that 
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,that,wiU  faftea  cattle  fo  as  to  prvw  well,  fooner  rfian 
thirteen-  or  fourteen  years,  fon^e  fay  twenty.  Yet  l^d 
is  thought  to  f^ed  mpre  cattle  of  any  defcription  the 
firft,  than  the.  fecond  year,  after  being  laid  down,  aod 
that  it  declines  the  third  and  fourth  year^,  after. which 
it  imprpves  ,gaadually  in  Arength  and  luxi^riance,  tl^ 
logger  it  13  kepi  under  grafs.  r       ^' 

Thrmarfhes  of  Ro&nin  and  Emla,  In  I^eUs  barony, 

^are  the  only  ones  in  the  county,  of  extent  fufHcient  to 
deferve  particular  notice,  though  there  are  many 
linaller  Icattered  up  and  down,  which  are  principally 
employed  m  rearing  yon^g  cattle,  being  ibmewhat  im* 

r  proved  by  draining.  Thofe  of  Rofmia  and  Emla  are 
nearly.ip  a  ftat;e  of  nature,  and  are  covered  almoft 
through  the  whole  of  the  winter  with  water,  from  the 
overflowings  of  the  river  Borora,  which  runs  through 

idiem?    In  fummjer,.  they  throw  up  an  immenfity  of 

,grafs,  and  fire  chiefly  employed  in  feeding  hoHes^ 
which  are  taken  in  to  graze,  at  the  rate  of  half;  a 

.guinea  per  months  Thefe  marlhes  have  been  already 
noticed,  under  the  head,  foil  andfurface  ofKdU  baronj. 


SficT.  2.     Artificial  graffts^ 

TheUe  are  not  any  artificial  graffes  cultivated  in  the 
cdunty,  except  clover  and  trefoil,  and  the  culture  thefe 
receive  is   particularly  fpecified  uiuler  the  head  of 

cropsif 
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•u&p^l  hay^or  grftfr  feedsj' fi>wa  1ft  la^  hat  been 
under  dlligi  forihme  yiai«i  mtf  be  coaiidered  as  artU 
cfidaly  though  jthe  feed  fowa  U  generally  produced 
from  the  fweepings  of  hay-lofts,  or  threihed  from  hay 
gi(owa  the  fiift  or  fecond  year,  aft^  bemg  laid  down 
^tb,  pei^ps,  feed  fo  produced. 

As  b^db  are  cbnfidered  by  out  graziers  to  thrive 
beft  on  the  grounds,  that  produce  the  greatdt  variety 
of  grades,  fo  their  objeA,  when  about  to  lay  down 
land  for  feeding,  is  tp  procure  the  greateft  variety  of 
hay-*feeds  of  the  beft  quality;  for  this  purpofe  hay« 
>feed  is  colleAed  from  different  people,  and  ^all  mixed 
together,  and  (own  at  the  rate  of  from  five  to  right  or 
ten  barrels  per  acre;  feme  alfo  add  ^Ib.  of  vrMte  and 
71b.  of  red  clover-feed  per  acre,  in  which  crfe  there 
is  the  finaBer  quantity  of  hay-feed  ufed.  Others  few 
•dover  at  the  rateof  2ilb»  per  acre,  half  of  wMte  and 
ludf  of  red,  without  any  hay^feed,  ahd  think  that  the 
land  will  throw  up  its  natural  gr^es  more  luxuriantly 
the  durd^r  fourth  year,  than  if  it  was  fown  wtdi  hay 
feed,  p^srh^ps,  uncongenial  to  the  foil, 

Many  common  fairm<;rs  exhauft  their  land  by 
repeated  ^d  ill-judged  crops,  until  it  will  not  yield 
as  |3iuch  in  pro^uoe,^  as  was  fown  i|i  the  ground,  and 
then  let  it  r^,  as  they  term  it,  or,  in  other  words,  leave 
it  covered  with  couch-grafs  and  all  kinds  of  weeds,  a 
disgrace  to  the  owner,  and  an  aaaoyance  xq  thp  fui?- 
fpundi^  nei|(hourhQpd. 
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The  fc^fi»g.tib<^.fr/t'.^p  :i«iiii  H^^As^mnMm^ 

to  contribute  to  ftocfetbft)  g?^nA  ili«  pifi»gr»9f  ipbc 
Ih^ep  wakiag  il3t«  ptentfij  fto<3^>  ,tbfttn  '^wl^i*  if  p^/piit- 
t«4rgrow  iq>  in  :ft/i^g}ig^g:^kif  ^pnv^gF^od^  ?r^:|>rp0B 
.toifee  prQdu(ftiQjj^Qf  iJ^i^  ppTi^Hwl  -w§fcjhi;:w^y:i^gh|  it 
ti^\i^-^nnmv§^ih  -:  .' ";  •  ..;''-  .  *..  I  : 
.  The  h^y  fr^^nc^:  U^l tfef,  fteft fcppp,  ^ftef ;Uad  }i^ 
^feocMi'  lild  da«riV7!0>wlci.  b^  'iCJlt  <b§lore  iri^;qui|;p  cipe, 
die  irb^oofwis  il%l}8i,:«B4the.^WlfjOlfl|e9;^4ep^  itj,  ff 
ltbt<«if  b^fbr^ik  Is  «ipe,  fh^Jae^^wfbi^jh  is  co^fidor^ 
th?:  mpft  y^\«M>lpiPA;it,ef,  A}i9,iC|?op,,becQp*es^\ife}flfc, 
ibot  if  cm  before, ihftj^.ifl  %iaf?^,  jti^Sj up; ^uly  bet- 
ter, but  tfcp  .T^ijr  of  ^  p}|ipt  ^  ^erte^  ia  Joolingf 
i^nd  the  fol0  >^iH  be  npju^h  cl<?rf€r  ^od-  ^^ett^f  t^e  i^ext 
yean.thari  i£k*  run,^a  f^df:  Jtfe  fbe%^  qwqftqn  >yith 
Ite  iwrmer^  *h«ri>er  Ic  Ift; Ae,  b.a,y  qp  'fefty-4g/e4  bf  «9^ 
prizes.  V  r  ?-r,  0-,  '-  y^^^'tv:-;.  j  ,.;-,i/i       /  .•-' 

''  .    .    'w''  {>»  ..'  t /u  ,3.' rv  .''/,::>   ^-     '/■  'i      .   "   .- 

■  THfeprocefs'tlied  iti'  ikvitig  the^Tiay  of '  this  cotinty 
Is  juiftiy  fepi*6bit^d'%  ahrtdft  evtry  perfoh  of  IMll  and 
judgment  J  its  fubflance  is  moft  commonly  x^afted,  and 
^'*  it5 
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!M  <tcrfour  bltfacfewf*  amji-  bj^^ At  eedfeoi  procefi  c* 

home:  yet  theftnHfert,r«frtte'prtiaifeflri4  tnode^  affett; 
thaedw  gf^  of  <*il*  couittf  JiskSMgf  nwct  fap  ia  if, 
rtttt-.it  required  ft  ftqJefldr  (jiaiitlty  <3f  flrylng,  to  pre-: 
veat'it*  hea«iflg  in  the  ri<*,  a&tf'aidttce  an  Inftance  of 
a  former  bifliop  of  Meath,  who-ptrffoed  thfe  EflglUh? 
mode  of  hay-making,  the;  confequetice  of  wliiciv  ^«s, 
diat  afout  flitf  tbtt  of  iris  hay  -took -fife  tt  i  ccrtatoi' 
dme  in  Ardbraccan  haggardi-       •  '    ■ 

There  are  matiy  htftances  of  petfeft*  inaktegtJieir 
hay  in  lap-cocks,  after  it  has  beieo'cutabbat  a  day,  an* 
wrimlg  thcfc  lap-cocks,  Jri  brokeh- *^eather,  ctefy  fe*^ 
cond  or  third  day,  unfiF  ft  tobe  tratop^dj  bat  the  awft 
ttJnalmodeis  as  follows  >*-  ■   - 

"The^  early  upland  meadbwd  coto^i*  ftottk  the  fi^' . 
dFJiily  to  thfr  flfft  of  AugbA,  aid  .confifltte  fiotn  aax> 
period  to  the  latter  end  of  S4]^tember;  atcording  to  thff 
degree  Of  be^ti  or  moitture  of  the  ^onad,  bo  wWdr 
they  grow;  the  day  after  the  hay  is'e«f,g^e»4Hy  fiJoner, 
it  is  fprcad  equally  over  the  flirfiice  of  the  M^  for  two 
or  three  days,  tuti  iabfokdi  WMtber,  perhaps,  for  « 
week  or  ten  days,  turalftg  it  M  oft»  a»  qeeeOkrf,.  to 
prevent  its  growing  yellow  by  the  w«t.    In  dry-ww^ 
ther  it  is  raked  the  fecond  day  into  wnid-axjWBii  iui\ 
made  into  finaUcocks,Jn  wMch  £bw  ir  often  Be«.«i»". 
ther  week  m  wet  weather}  id  dry  vmtbkr  it  is  carried  • 
on  forks  by  men  into  plots,  and  the  finall  cocks  placed 


at 
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at  certain  diflances  alimdrf!  10  jthc  QM%  an  Mrluch  time 
k  is  (hakeii  out,  and  mniod  ifprertri  toes,,  until  pcf«*^ 
fcAly  dry^  when  it  is^:  pot  up  tiMg.  what  ia  caUeci  a 
tramp-^ocki  contaiBiiig<from  o^  batf  io  one  ton  each» 
ID  which  ftate  it  liea  «qiil  September  Qr  OAober^  per^ 
hapa  November,  and  then  it  b  brooght  home,  aod  put 
together  in  large  <;ock$. 

In  dry  feaibns,  hay  is  generally  tramped  in  about  fix 
days  after  it  has  been  cut,  and^  in  a  broken  hanreft,  it 
is  oftea  from  twelve  to  iixteen* 

Cbver  requifies  ?  gr^t  fieal  more  drying  than  com* 
mon  graft,  and,  afj^er  ipowing,  every  two  fwatfas  ar^ 
ihaken  together,  turned,  and,  after  a  couple  of  days^ 
tilde  fwatbs  are  p^t  into  fmall  cocks ;  every  two  rowa 
Qf  cocks  are  then  fliaken  together,  s^nd  So  on,  increa& 
ing  the  &Mt  of  the  co<;k^,  until  the  hay  becomes  dry 
oiough  to  be  tramped,  after  which  it  is  treated,  tm 
QV;ery  refpeft,  in  like  manner  as  other  hay.  VeicheSt 
vJben  mad^  ufe  of  as  l^y,  are  treated  nearly  in  the 
fame  manner  as  clover. 

HetOmg  in  its  ottm/^f,  ii  confidered  as  benefidal  to 
bay;  but  heating,  from, a  fupctabupA^^c  of  external 
jBoUhire,  is  confidered  as  injurious  to  a  deg^^.  In  a 
bfofeen  hay^harveft,  the  cocks  in  the  haggard  are  made 
fmaUei^  Aan  they  would  be,  Ihould  the  feafcm  bedry, 
aad  air-holes  are  made  through  them  in  fever^  places; 
btit  in  a  dry  hiacveft  theft  precautions  are  go^erally 
o6uttedp 

Mr. 
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:  Mr.  Morris  has  long  railed  t^bes^  c<^pofed  of  fonc 
fides,  9fid  about  two  fieet  iridcs  fl>mewhat  refembUng^ 
fbttr  ladders  fitftened  together;  th^  he  buUds  mta 
l^ay-cock^  aod  coni^ftandSf  letting  them  remain  there 
mfSi  jtbe  bay  is  ufkA,  add  the  com  threihedy  wh^  he 
lays  them  afid^  for  the  like  purpde  another  year* 
Many  farmers,  in  gathering  their  hay  to  tramp  in  the 
field  (a  practice  nniverfaily  adopted)^  ofe  a  horfe  with 
a  fwiogletree)  and  hame{&d  as  if  in  (he  plough;  to  one 
end  of  this  fwinglctree  a  cord  is  faftened,  the  other  end 
of  which  is  brought  round  the  fiaall  cock,  and  fattened 
to  the  other  end  of  the  fwingletree  f  and  in  this  man-» 
aer  the  horfe  draws  the  fmall  cock,  flidbg  on  the 
ground,  to  where  the  tramp-cock  is  intended  to  be 
made.    This  is  an  ^peditious  and  good  praAice. 

Thoma3  Rothweil,  of  Rockfield,  Efq.  makes  his 
field  tratnp^ochs  very  final!,  and,  when  drawing  home 
his  hay  to  the  haggard,  he  yokes  fix  bullocks,  as  if  in 
a  plough,  and  drawing  a  very  long  and  ftrong  chain 
round  the  bottom  of  the  cock,  dole  to  the  ground,  he 
faftena  ahempen  rope  to  the  chain  in  front,  and,  draw- 
ing over  the  top^  fattens  it  to  the  chain  at  the  back  of 
tlve  cock;,  to  prevent  the  chain  from  (Upping  between  the 
cock  and  the  ground ;  the  bullocks  are  then  fet  in  mo- 
fioD,  and  draw  the  cock  in  the  fame  ftate,  in  which  it 
was  in  the  ^Id,  without  leaving  any  on  due  ground^  or 
creatinjs  watte  in  any  manner ;  nor  does  the  bottom  of 
the  cock  recdVe  gravel  or  dirt,  as  might  be  fuppoied,^ 

cvett^ 
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even  thotigh  drAtt^a  over  gravettytToadci;  Mtde  ndftrs 
of  hay  beitag  fotmtd<^  on  the  ^patby  afuer  two  or  three 
cocks  have  httn  fo  drs^Jm,  thaf  keep  the  hay-cobkotf 
Qte  gn>Qftd>  atid  fa^tkte  the  4rttiighl^  \»hidi' 19  rery 
great  at  fifft.  ^  Six  *ulk>ckfe,  in  Mi  wdy^w'M  brtftg 
home  more  hay  from  a  cohYement  meadow^  tbadfoar^ 
peiliapd  fix'  pHcbey^^  can  poiBbly  attend  id  the  hagi 
gard.    The  aft^^t-grafs  ia  not  injiu^  by'carrwheel^ 
fior  the  hay  wafted  by  dropping  from  the  ears,  or  bf 
^d  tymg  Qpfeti  and  the  tops  and  buts  of  tfao  cocks  aro 
taken  ckan  away,  withotit  trouble;  aiCter  a  week's  cony 
flant  drawing,  tfie'wafte  made  in  this  wa}r,  including 
buts,  tops,  ndlersj  Sec.  did  not^  amoufntj  af  Rockfid^ 
fcy  one  car-load: 


'  Thet  flrft  'week  in  May  grariew  generally  open  their 
paftures  for  the  admiffion  of  thefimmer  flock,  wliich 
are  intended  tb  be  fed  xo  fat,  as  this  is  more  a  feedrng 
rtian  a  breeding  or  rearing  Country ^j  the  lands' befilg 
generally  too  valuable  to  be  employed  for  the  latter 
purpofe,  the  graziers  are  under  the  toeceffity  of  going 
to  other  parts  of  the  Idngdom  for  the  major  pdrt  of  the 
cattle  fatted  by  them.  Thefe  beafts  the  grazieri  buy 
at  different  fairs;  fbrae  in  Connaught,  fome  in  Miinfter, 
ind  fome  in  the  neighbourhood :  whaj  brought  homey 

they 
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tkeywtt  gebemt)y-61^  aftl^r  wliich  they  ftte  tnraei 
ditt  iMb  ifee  field&'Wh^d  they  are  to  &ed>  and  fuffered 
€0  remaib  there  vmii  faty  each  field  being  ftocked,  aU 
l&oft  fipom  thxr  b^gittolfigi  with  Its  foil  compIemeiMl. 
Th^y  arc  then  fold^  eitbeif  in  Dnblinbarket,  or  in  the 
neighbouring  fairs  to  buyers  from  the  north  of  Ire* 
kind/ or  fr<n  dUfbrefat  pans  of  England. 

The  buyers  from  the  north  of  Ireland  either  par« 
chafe  fqr  home  confumption^  or  (which  is  moft  com* 
aionly  the  cafe)  for  barr^ring  tofupply  the  na-^y.  Tboft 
hdvight  by  Ei%Uaimea  are  exported,  and^  I  am  in« 
formed^-  dinveb  into  d&ferent  parts  of  Sngjbnd :  a  cen« 
fiderable  proportibn  of  thofe,  fold  in  Dnbfin  market,  il 
for  the  tbnfumption  of  the  ^etrc^>oMsv 

Imme(fiately  after  the  firft  week  in  September  the 
ilkughiering  ieaibh  comttiended,  after  which  Dublin  it 
generally  th»  worft  imabket,  and  the  northern  buyert 
are  tten  confidered  the  Meath  gtaziers*  fheet-^nchor* 
Their  CUftom  is  preferred,  becaufc  it  exempts. the  gra- 
zier from  oommliBony  and  fehe  expences  of  driving,  8e(X 
Vfhich  are  heavy  taxes  on  bis  profit. 

There  are  maiiy  graziers  in  this  county,  who  feed 
to  fat  from  three  tO;fi:re  hniidred  cows  In  the  ibm^ 
mer  ft^lbn,  befkle  numbers  of  bullocks  and  ibeepi 
The^cows  are,  in  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  Jonc^ 
according  to  earlinefs  of  the  feafbn,  bought  in,  fin&e^ 
limes  tfngly,  from  poor  perfons,  who  have  mdfted'them 
the  fumnkfr  befcnro)  thefeare  termed: dry  cows;  i"*^ 

others 
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1Qthers^  bay  lots  of  h^ttSf  tl^t  have  ouflbd  bdng  ia 
calfy  aod  are  half  £at.  Such  of  them,  a$  are  in  the  beft 
order,  are  put  ioio  the  moft  forward  grafsy  and  are  fat* 
tedy  and  fold  in  Dublin  market  in  the  JDOnth$  of  June» 
Jnly,  and  Augnft,  at  which  time  beef  £bUs  higher  than 
at  any  fub&qnent.  period* 

Many  of  the  more  backward  heifers  ate  .withheld 
from  the  bull  until  the  be^mng  of  Av^tk,  and  are 
lept  over  for  the.fpring  market  an  Doblio*  proidddd 
they  fatten;  if  they  do.  not,  they  are  ibid  fprlolgiQgt  in 
the  month  of  May,  to  dairymen.  Some  gra^r$  put  a 
few  flieep,  generally  pets,  to  feed  amongft  the  neat  cat* 
lie;  but  thb  ptaAke  is  reprobated  by  others,  from  a 
fuppofition  that  it  injures  the  proff  of  the  beafts^  as  the 
fiieep  feed  on  tl^  fweeteft  gra&i, of  cpurfe  it  ultimately 
hurts  the  grarier>  as  the  north-cpp^try  butchers  aycud 
thofe  gra^iersi  wbofe  beafts  do  not  dk  vftll,  as  they 
l»rm  it,  and  are.fure  to  deal  with  thofe»  who  are  known 
to  have  good  pr^ieaft^.  In  a  falUng  market  this  cha« 
rader  is  peculiarly  ufeful,  as  many  grazi^rs^  whole 
beafts  have  the  name  of  dpng  well,  will  be  therdby 
enabled  to  difpofe  of  them  to  adyantage^  whiUl  others 
^iH  be  obliged  to  fend  theirs  to  grafs  again,  very  much 
10  their  injury,  both  with  refpeft  to  thf  additional 
|ceep,  and  the  difiidvantag^  tb^  b^a(|s  foftaia  from 
being  driven.    . 

The  northern  buyers  know  the  proof  of  the  land 
of  abnoft  every  grazier,  from  whom  they  bpy? 

Bullocks 
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fiuOocks  are  fed  in  great  abundance  in  this  connty, 
and  bought  in  at  all  feafons  of  the  year^  according  a» 
the  grazier  finds,  that  he  ha$  keep  for  them.  Thofe, 
bought  in  at  May,  are  often  fatted,  ahd  Ibid  before 
Chriftmas ;  if  not,  they  are  kept  up^  commonly  on  hay 
and  old  gra&,'and,  in  afew.inftahces,  on  rape,  turnips^ 
or  potatoes,  and  by  the  diftillers  on  hog*waih,  until  the 
month  of  March  or  April,  perhaps  May,  and  are  then> 
fold  in  Dublin  market. 

Thofe^  fed  by  tht  dUBllers,  arrird  at  an  uncommon 
degree  of  fatneis  j  and,  though  their  beafts  are  bought 
by  the  butchers,  in  preference  to  thoie  fed  by  the  graF- 
ziers,  becaufe  they  weigh  heavier  in  laroporidon  to  thw 
fize,  yet  the  beef  is  not  fo  well  reliihed  by  the  cod» 
fiimer;  it  generaUy  has  a  verjr  unpleafant  tafie,  andf 
though  jmcy  when  bought,  it  is  yet  dry  on  the  table, 
the  fat  meldng  away  in  the  cooking ;  and,  if  laltedi  or 
pickled,  it  melts  away  in  the  curing. 

Thoie,  who  rear  young  cattle,  buy  them  In  the 
neighbouring  fairs,  at  from  two  to  fix  pounds  each,  at 
a  year  old,  and  keep  them,  during  the  fiimmer  months, 
dther  on  coarle  bottom-land,  if  they  have  fuch,  or 
upon  newly  laid  down  ground. ^  and  in  the  vrintcir 
months  they  are  inclofed  in  yards,  and  fed  with  ftraw 
until  the  May  following,  when  they  are  again  turned 
out,  and  treated  in  like  manner  the  fecond  year,  per- 
haps for  the  third  year  alfo« 

U 
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If  they  coofi&.of  fadfers^  the  firfil  -weekrUt  Auguft, 
after  they  ace  two  years  old,  a  bull  16  left  aniotogft 
,tbeih  for  a  fortnight^  all,  that  take  hUnat  that  tim?,  are 
iold  the  May  followiag,  fprk^g,  bsM:  thoiib,  that  do 
snci  take  iiiii^  ate  he^  oirer  -aoiotfaer  year ;  if  well  win- 
,tered,  perhaps  they  fatten,  and  are  fold  in  the  fpring, 
.¥rhea  rifing  foi;r  years  old$Mf  dot,  they.  ar^.£^.86 
iprkigers  at  fpiir  years  old,  at  which  time  they  bring  a 
great  price.  * 

:  If  the  yosnag  flock'  be  €ompo(ed  of  oxen,  the  grazier 
ieeds  the  two  firlV  wiater$  on  flraw,  and  the  tldrd  he 
giTes  thorn  hay  on  the.gra&,  in  fqnw  coarfe  bottom  or 
upland,  where  t^ere  is  a  good  flock  of  old  gtafs  and 
-flidter.  .       " 

,  By  (ome  it  is  confidered  the  b^ft  prai6^ce,  ^nd«  of 
xonrfe,  mofl:  generally  followed,  to  turn  oot  this  ycdf- 
liog  catde  in^  iJie  grounds,  where  tiie  fnmmcr'4  fk)Cfc 
was  fatted,  immediately  after  die  ftock  has  been  fold 
off,  and  diere  kept  imtil  they  have  eaten  the  gr^.<|uite 
4>ar^,  at  wbich  ddie^cy  arebrougbt^homje  and  houfed, 
^9i  kept  ki  ioiiiiS  dofc^  yard,  and  fe4  with  flrlir  or  bay. 
-xAll  agree,  hotwfysr,  in  iim  pointy  thai  na  beads  ought 
ito  he  petnnitted  to  tread  pn  the  ground,  i&tended  to 
^4iSta  black  cattle  the  faocedding  Juouner,  from  the 
x&fl  of  February,  imtH  the  flock,  intended  to  be  fatted> 
iaediaitted  into  it  v  And  that  ftore  cattle  are  the  bptter 
of  being  houfed,  from  Novenaber  until  tbcMayfoJlow- 
liig  i  that  the  harder  black  cattle  are  fed,  and  warmer 

they 
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they  .are  keptdjifiAg  tfee  time  tiuey^are  confined,  ,^ 
fjuiciier  tfeey  wljl  fattqn  wljy^o  p^^  t^t^  foft  food. 
.  Tafciog  an  ^verag<J  o£  the  couptyi.QAch  head  of  black 
<;attk  ifii  allowed  ooe.aqre  ^nd  a.^wrt^r  of  grotod  tQ 
be  fatttd  oui  eKclufive  of  roads  aad  ditcher,  for  th^ 
foower ;  and  oilc  flieep,  or.oae  add  a.  half^  with  the 
help  9f  ^JbiepTf$ck^  ii  Goafidered  a. good  ftock  for  the 
winteif  mowhfi* 

•  Graziers  begin  to  fell  their  fumfisterfto^kinthe  nud- 
4k  <^  Sq)temberf  and  geserally  haye  ^  fold,  hefotse 
Chriftinas.  What  I  here  term  fummer  ftocICi.coaiUb 
of  thpfecQwa,  &c.  bt)wgbt ioM^ypr  Junej  iB^rely for 
the  Anomer's  feediogi  aad  which  are  to  be  all  folds  thp 
antQiQ0[  firflowing,  as  flaiighter  beef^ . 

It  is  a  praAv:e  with  fome  grazjerfis  whdhaye.coari^ 
or  newly  laid  dowa  ground,  to  buy,  in  the  Joooth  o£ 
May,  yearliqg  calve§,  at  from  two  to  fiv/8  guioeas  eachf 
and  fell  them  to  buyers.fromHimfterrin  thea¥»thii 
of  Auguft  or  September  followintg.,  Calves,  Him  fed, 
have  qftep  paid  tw^o.  guineas  e^ch^jAey  ge^berally  pay 
from  one -guinea  to ^  a  guinea  stod.  ^  half^.  for  four 
mpnjhsi  feeding..  *''...] 

It  is  confideredi  that  cows  ought  ^<a  pay  lo/.  and 
bullocks  15 J.  per ;npnth  fc^  their  feeding;  ft  profit  ex- 
ceeding this  may  be  termed  good,  and  profit  not  equal- 
ling this  inay  be  looked  upon  aa  bad#  It  is  the  opinioa 
of  (he  generality  of  gras^ier^,  that  there  cannpt  be  top 
mvch  ff9&  i^h  upon  the  ground,  to.ihield  it  from  the 

bitter 
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tMtter  north^aft  winds,  Co  very  prevalent  in  this  conn* 
try  in  fpring ;  ia  aid  of  which,  they  quote  a  faying  x)f 
the  late  John  Lowther,  of  Stafibrdftown,  Efq.  who  re* 
alized  a  larger  property  by  grazing,  than  any  of  his 
cotenaporaries,  namely,  that  ^  half  ftock  was  whole 
profit,  and  whde  ftock  was  half  profit."  They  argue 
that,  the  more  grafs  is  left  on  the  ground,  the  earlier 
the  grafs  will  fpring  the  fucceeding  year ;  that  the  ear- 
lier the  fpriikg,  the  Iboner  the  beef  will  be  fat,  of  conrfe 
the  greater  will  be  the  price  gotten  for  it.  Others  cCfia^ 
bat  this  opinion  by  aflferting,  that  grafs,  by  being  left 
to  rot  on  the  grottnd,  makes  the  fucceeding  crop  coarfe, 
and  every  fucceeding  crop  ftill  coarfer,  until,  in  the 
end,  no  beaft  will  eat  it ;  that  this  is  pardcukrly  the 
ca{e  on  cold  clay  grounds,  or  upon  bottont-Iands, 
whofe  fubftratum  confifts  of  day ;  and  that,  although 
the  fpring  is  not  fo  early  upon  grounds  eaten  tolerably 
bare,  yet  the  grafs  produced  therefrom  is  much  fweeter, 
and  more  nutritive,  than  what  grows  on  ground,  which 
the  geni^  influence  of  the  fun,  has  not  reached  for 
years,  and  where  the  beaft  muft  eat  a  quantity  of  dd 
bleached  grafs,  half  rotted,  perhaps  fome  of  it  two 
years  old,  before  he  can  fill  himfelf. 

Thomas  Rothwell,  of  Rockfield,  £fq.  has  a  farm, 
on  which  there  is  a  very  extenfive  bottom,  that  tlnrows 
up  an  incredible  quandty  of  this  kind  of  coarfe  graft ; 
he  has  adopted  the  plan  of  eating  it  quite  bare  every 
third  year,  which  fucceeds  extremely  well;  one  part  of 

this 
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this  he  kept  up  for  meadow,  about  two  years  fmce,  af- 
ter having  fo  eaten  it  down :  the  produce  was  better 
than  he  expeftcd,  and,  after  drawing  the  hay,  he  fliut 
«p  the  field,  and  meadowed  it  the  fecond  year,  with- 
out eating  the  after-grafs^  This  crop  was  aftonifliingly 
heavy,  and  he  purpofcs  continuing  the  praftice,  in 
hopes  that  the  frequent  mowing  may  meliorate  the 
grafs,  whilfl:  letting  the  after-grafs  die  on  the  ground 
will  keep  it  in  a  good  ftate  of  fertilization. 

I  muft  acknowledge  my  inability  to  decide  upon  thefe 
contrary  opinions,  but  I  conceive  truth  may  lie  between 
them.  The  praftice  of  leaving  old  grafs  on  the  grounds 
is,  however,  moft  prevalent  amongft  the  esLtenfive 
graziers. 

Few  of  the  fheep,  in  proportion  to  the  number  fat- 
ted in  this  country,  are  natives  of  it,  but  may  merely  be 
confidered  as  fojourners  for  a  time,  as  they  are  feldom 
kept  longer  than  one  year,  and  not  always  fo  long.  la 
the  month  of  Oftober  every  grazier,  of  any  confidera- 
tion,  goes  to  the  fair  of  Balllnafloe,  and^  there  buys  the 
ft^ock  of  fheep  h^  may  want  for  the  fucceeding  year's 
feeding.  At  a  fair,  where  fuch  a  variety  is  to  be  had, 
it  may  be  fuppofed  that  each  grazier  buys  what  beft  ' 
fuits  his  means  of  feeding :  thofe,  who  have  rape,  tur- 
nips, &c.  buy  the  (heep,  xhdX  ^xq  neare/l  to  fat  \  thefe 
they  keep  as  well  as  poffible  until  fpring,  at  which  time 
they  are  fold  in  Dublin,  at  a  confiderable  profit.  Thofe 
graziers,  who  have  not  any  forced  food,  but  merely 
<i^  feed 
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feed  their  winter  flock  of  fheep,  where  their  fumm^ 
ftock  of  black  cattle  were  fed  before,  buy  thofe  more 
in  ftore  order ;  thefe  they  let  run  on  their  grounds  un^ 
til  they  are  fat  (giving  them  hay  during  winter,  either 
at  a  cock  made  in  the  field,  or  in  iheep^rackd),  perhaps 
in  May  or  June,  after  the  (hearing,  and  then  fell  them 
in  Dublin.  Some  of  them  do  not  fatten  until  July  or 
Auguft  5  all  are,  however,  if  poffible,  gotten  off  before 
the  fucceeding  fair  of  Ballittafloe. 

Lands,  ne^t^ly  laid  down,  are  generally  appropriated 
to  rearing  lambs  for  Dublin  market.  The  ewes,  that 
thefe  are  bred  from,  are  alfo  bought  in  Oftober  at  Bal- 
linafloe,  and,  as  foon  as  they  are  brought  home,  the 
ram  is  put  amongft  them,  in  the  choice  of  which  too 
little  attention  has  heretofore  been  paid,  except  to  his 
fize  and  condition,  and  to  fuch  as  would  be  likely  to  get 
ftrong  lambs  for  the  markets  of  Dublin  or  Drogheda, 
to  one  or  other  of  which  they  are  almoft  invariably  fent« 
Thtle  ewes  were,  until  this  year  (1801),  bought  in  at 
from  15/.  to  30/.  per,  and  their  lamb  and  wool  gene- 
rally paid  the  firft  coft,*  fometimcs  more,  fo  that  the* 
ev^e  remained  for  profit. 

About 

*  I  hare  been  favoured  with  the  following  through  Sir 
Benjamin  Chapman,  but  by  no  means  give  it  as  a  general 
ftitemeot.  Mr.  James  Dilloa,  of  Girly,  tenant  to  Sir  Ben- 
jamin Chapman,  bought,  in  October  1800,  fome  ewes  for  i6x« 
per ;  they  had  early  lambs,  which  he  fold  about  the  middle 
of  March  for  2$s.  per;  he  procured  other  I^bs  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 
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About  the  middle  of  September  the(e  alfo  begm  to 
be  fold  fat  in  Dublin,  and  are  all  generally  difpofed  of, 
before  the  new  (lock  is  brought  in,  at  a  few  fliillings 
advance  from  their  oi-igtaal  coft.  In  ftiort,  the  grazier 
endeavours  to  keep  tip  a  fucceffibn,  both  of  ftieep  and 
black  cattle,  to  anfwcr  every  market  and  every  feafon, 
particularly  thofe^  during  which  beef  or  mutton  fells 
highefl:^  which  generally  occurs  in  the  fpring  monthci 
With  black  cattle  the  grazier  is  not  always  prepared  to 
meet  the  riie,  from  his  want  of  fucculent  gre^n  food 
for  the  winter  months,  and  fheds  to  tie  them  up  in ; 
without  either  or  both  of  which  it  is  impoffible  for  him 
to  cope  with  the  diftiller,  whofe  convenience  and  re- 
0^  2  fouirces 

bourhood,  for  3/.  each,  with  which  he  (locked  the  ewes; 
ihefe  he  alfo  fold  for  one  guinea,  about  the  month  of  May  ; 
they  ihore  4.1b.  of  wool  each  ewe,  which  he  fold  for  22/.  per 
ftone,  and  the  ewes  fold  for  40/.  per. 
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four ces  very  far  exceed  thofe  of  the  grazier,  hx  Iheep, 
however,  the  latter  fiands  unrivaUedj  as  the  difiiUers 
never  attempt  feeding  any  on  hog*wa(h«  The  difor- 
ders,  together  wkh  the  cures,  that  iheep  and  black 
cattle  are  fubjeft  to,  I  Ihall  referve  for  the  chapter  oa 
live  ftock,  and  fhall  now  proceed  to  report  the  ma-' 
nageizient,  obferved  in  dairies  througfiout  this  diftriA«; 


Sect.  J.     Dairies^  their  produce  and  management. 

Almost  every  fafmer  in  the  county,  occupying  from 
thirty  to  one  hundred  acres  of  ground,  making  a  live* 
liho6d  out  of  it  alone,  keeps  a  fe^  milch  cows,  the  pro- 
duce of  which,  both  in  milk  and  butter,  after  fupplying 
the  family,  is  difpofed  of  by  them  j  yet,  from  want  of 
fome  nouriflilng  gfeen  food  for  the  winter  and  early 
fpring  months,  they  are  unable  to  fupply  the  market, 
at  the  fcafon  of  the  year,  with  milk  and  butter,  when 
the  price  is  generally  by  one-half  greater  than  in  fum- 
mer  or  autumn.  Thofe  perfons,  who  keep  cows  ia 
Navan,  and  other  places  where  hog-wafti  can  be  ob- 
tained, have  a  conftaut  fupply  of  milk;  but  though 
cows  fed  thus  give  a  great  "quantity,  the  quality  is  by 
no  means  good,  as  it  contrails  a  tafte  from  the  hog- 
wa(h,  very  unpalatable  to  thofe,  who  are  unaccuftomed 
to  it.  There  are  a  number  of  dairy  farms  let  in  the 
baronies  of  Dunboyne  and  Ratoath,  the  landlord  fup- 
plying 
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^]^iig  cows,  hollies,  and  land;  the  tenant  fiirnUhing 
labour  and  utenfils,  and  paying  for  mowing  and  mak- 
ing the  hay  ufed  by  the  cows;  for  this  the  tenant  pays 
from  fix  pounds  to  feven  pounds  ten  fluiiings,  per  cow, 
per  annum;  the  cows  are  changed  by  the  landlord, 
and  at  his  expence,  as  often  as  they  grow  backward  in 
their  milk.  Ib  thefe  dsuries  no  part  of  the  milk  is 
diumed  but  the  cream,  the  (kimmed  milk  being  mixed 
with  the  butter^milk,  and  fold  in  Dublin  to  huckfters, 
who  retail  it  to  the  poor. 

In  other  parts  of  the  county,  dairy  farms  are  let 
from  ten  (hillings  to  half  a  guinea  per  month,  for  each 
cow,  the  'landlord,  as  above,  finding  houfes,  &c.  In 
thefe  inft^ice^  the  whole  produce  of  the  cows  milk 
is  generally  churned,  and  the  butter-milk  fold  at  from 
one  to  two  pence  per  gallon,  in  the  (urrounding 
markets,  to  the  poor.  In  other  parts,  eight  (hillings  is 
confidered  a  fair  price,  per  cow,  per  month. 

Few  of  the  perfons,  who  rent  dairies,  rear  their 
calves;  thofe,  who  do,  generally  give  them  new  milk 
for  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  then  bring 
them  by  degrees  to  hay-water,  thick  milk,  and  other 
(iibftitutes,  but  few  have  tried  flax-feed  jelly,  which  is 
conftantly  ufed  in  England  for  rearing  calves. 

Thole  farmers,  however,  who  manage  their  own 
dairies,  generally  rear  their  calves,  which,  if  attended 
to,  form  a  confiderable  part  of  their  profit,  particularly 
the  heifers  of  good  milkers;  but  as  there  is  little  atten- 
tion. 
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tioQ  paid  to  the  bulls  adrnktcd,  the  ftock  is  Uiiom  Vflk 
luable.  They  are  gcn^raUy  wcaa^d  iq  July  or  Auguft^ 
and  put  upon  the  after^grafs^  little  or  aq  att^ouon  i$ 
paid  to  the  choice  of  the  cow>  further  thft^  to  thofe 
points  moft  likeiy  to  produce  gpod  milkers.  The  ane* 
rage  produce  of  each  caw  is  one  cwt  of  butter,  ia  the 
fix  fummer  months  $  when  s^  cow  makes  more,  Qxt  it 
confidered  as  paying  weU,  but  if  left,  the  dairymaa  ia 
not  paid  by  her.  C3ows,  if  not  carefully  milked,  are 
very  apt,  in  hot  weather,  to  contra^):  inflammations  la 
their  udders,  which,  without  atteqtiou,  often  deprive 
them  of  the  \t(e  of  one  of  their  t^ats* 

Heifers,  at  their  firft  calving,  are  particularly  fubjeft 
to  this  diforder,  and  r^uire  great  attention;  milking 
evenly  and  well  is  the  heft  preventative;  bleedings 
fwimming  in  very  cojd  water,  and  other  repellents,  are 
the  beft  cure;  fome  think  a  dofe  of  falts  the  moft  ef* 
feftual  cure,  but  as  the  diibrder  is  inflammatory,  copvr 
ous  bleeding  and  purging  promifes  beft. 

Care  fhould  be  taken  that  black  cattle,  in  th^  &mt 
mer  months,  have  plenty  of  good  clean  water  to  drink> 
or  where  this  is  not  attainable,  they  fliould  be  ddvefl^ 
^wice  each  day  to  water,  and  permitted  to  ftand  in  it, 
and  remain  there  fom^  time*  The  want  of  water 
produces  the  diforder  called  here  a  dry  murrain^ 
which  foon  carries  oft*  the  beaft;  and  it  often  happens, 
through  inattention  of  the  perfons,  under  whofe  care 

they 
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cbey  ar^  that  the  (lifeafe  i$  tb^  firft  mtUoatiioii  of  thdr 
Vaot  of  waten 

lo  the  early  fiage$  of  this  compiamt,  bleeding  aod 
purgio^  by  Glauber's  falts  are  coofidered  a  good  cure, 
but  when  it  has  cootiAued  any  tuiie»  remedies  of  a 
more  powerful  nature  muft  be  u&d.  I  have  feldom 
JpiQWA  aa  iuftance  of  the  dry  murnua  proving  fatal^ 
when  fw^et  cnl  had  been  judkiouily  givea^  a  fialk  t$ 
fuffident  for  a  dofe>  and  after  the  beaft  has  taken  one 
doie>  k  0iould  be  walked  about  for  fome  time;  if  the 
firft  dofe  does  not  caufe  evacuation  in  an  hour  or  fb,  a 
fecond  Should  be  given;  and  if  thia  fiul6>  a  third.  I 
never  knew  an  infiance  of  a  third  not  effeAing  a  cure* 

Cows,  that  milk  well,  ar$  often  kept  until  ten  [or 
twelve  years  old«  but  if  they  happen  to  mife  the  bull, 
they  are  g^ierally  fold  to  the  graziers;  they  feed,  if 
well  fed  the  preceding  winter,  very  fat,  and  pay  him 
from  three  to  five  pounds  for  about  eight  months 
grafs. 

The  ddf  y  cows  are  invariably  houied,  from  the  firft 
week  in  December  until  May;  during  this  time  they 
are  let  out  on  the  pafture  grounds  in  the  day  time,  and 
are  fed  at  night  with  hay.  If  they  are  dry,  they  often 
get  ftraw,  and  fomctimes  bay  and  ftraw  mixed.  The 
praAice  of  houfing  black  cattle  is  become  more  preva^ 
lent  than  heretofore;  many  of  th^  graziers,  wedded 
to  old  opinions,  will,  however,  yet  iniift,  that  beafts 
thidve  better,  wbeo  the  hay  is  thrown  on  the  ground 

ia 
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in  the  field,  than  when  it  is  given  to  them  in  a  (hedf 
with  liberty  for  the  cattle  to  walk  out  and  in;  and  as 
to  thriving  whilft' tied  up,  that  is  a  thing,  which  in 
their  eyes,  is  totally  unpoffible.  David  Thompfon,  Efq. 
bvUlt  fheds  in  each  of  lus  meadows,  the  after-grafs  of 
which  he  referves  until  November,  when  he  turns  in 
thofe  beaf^s  he  purpofes  keeping  for  the  fpring  markets, 
and  as  foon  as  the  weather  becomes,  fevere,  he  gives 
them  hay  in  the  (beds.  The  cattle  thus  fed  thrive  re- 
markably well,  and  there  is  an  immenfe  facing  of  fod- 
der. If  the  dairyman  or  farmer  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  deviate  fo  far  from  his  accuftomed  practice,  as  to 
cultivate  potatoes,  rape,  turnips,  or  cabbages,  for  his 
cows  for  one  year,  I  am  perfuadcd  he  would  be  fo 
thoroughly  convince4  of  the  utility,  that  he  never 
would  again  be  without  fuch  food.  Clover  or  vetches, 
alfo,  with  which  he  co\ild  foil  his  cows  in  the  houfe 
during  the  day,  when  the  flies  are  moft  troublefbme, 
would  not  only  increafe  his  milk  and  butter,  but  alio 
raife  fuch  a  heap  of  manure,  as  would  amply  repay 
him  his  expences;  he  might,  by  this  means,  milk  his 
cows  three  times  a  day  (as  is  praftifed  in  fome  parts  of 
England,  but  more  frequently  in  Scotland)  and  get 
nearly  as  much  from  them  at  each  meal,  as  at  prefent, 
by  which  he  would  gain  nearly  one  third. 

When  once  the  udder  is  fully  diftended,  the  remain- 
der of  the  milk,  which  fhe  is  capable  of  yielding,  is  reab- 
forbed,  if  not  drawn  off,  by  the  fever,  which  the  beaft  is 

thrown 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  MEATH.         233 

thrown  into,  from  the  ftipcrabundancc  of  the  fecretion, 
and  the  milk  thus  gradually  taken  will  keep  longer  from 
fouring,  as  the  fever  occafioned  by  the  heat  of  the  fun, 
and  the  fuUnefs*  of  her  udder,  greatly  contributes  to 
fcuring  the  milk,  both  which  are  prevented  by  foiling 
her  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  milking  her  three  times 
infiead  of  twice. 

Butter  produced  from  very  rich ,  pafture  is  not  con- 
iiderdi  to  keep  as  well,  or  to  be  as  firm  as  that  pro- 
duced on  poorer  land ;  it  is  for  this  reafbn  that  the 
Cavan  and  Wicklow  butter  is  fo  much  more  prized, 
than  what  is  made  in  this  county.  The  butter,  not 
ufed  in  this  diflriA,  is  all  fold  in  Dublin  or  Drogheda, 
and,  until  thefe  laft  two  years,  rated  at  from  7^.  to  p^/. 
per  pound  for  fait,  and  from  lod.  to  is.  for  frefli 
butter.  Cheefe  is  very  feldom  made  in  it,  and  then 
only  for  the  faihily  ufe.  A  manufaftory  of  cheefe  has 
been  eftabliftied  at  Slane,  by  order  of  Lord  Conyng- 
ham,  carried  on  by  men  and  women  from  England^ 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  bids  fair  for  fuccefs.  In  it, 
cheefes  of  the  fame  nature  as  thoft  of  Chefliire,  Glou^ 
ccfter,  Stilton,  &c.  are  at  prefent  manufaftured. 

Calves  are  very  fubjeft  to  a  diforder  called,  in  this 
country,  the  black  leg,  and  in  other  places^the  quarter- 
ail.  It  is  fo  infe£^ious  that,  if  the  difeafed  beaft  is  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  amongft  the  {lock  for  many  hours, 
after  it  is  feized,  it  generally  communicates  the  diftem- 
pcr  to  others.    If  they  even  fmell  the  ^pot,  where  the 

infe^ed 
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iofeAed  beaft  has  died,  or  where  his  blood  has  been 
fpilled,  contagion  will  furely  follow,  and  is  as  furely 
fatal.  Calves  under  two  years  old,  highly  bred,  or 
highly  fed,  are  moft  fubjeA  to  it,  and  although  it  fel^ 
dom  originates  in  old  beafts,  yet  they  are  liable  to  take 
it  from  infeAed  young  cattle.  The  cfi&afe  is  a  mortis 
fication  in  a  limb,  and  firft  appears  by  a  flight  degree 
of  lamenefs,  which  rapidly  incjreales  until  the  animal 
lofes  the  power  of  motion^  and  it  is  feldom  longer 
than  iix  or  eight  hours  reaching  the  vitals,  when  death 
13  the  inevitable  confequence.  The  black  leg  may  be 
known  from  other  lamenefs,  by  feeling  the  £kiQ  over 
(he  dlfordered  quarter,  which  is  pufied,  and  appears 
as  if  there  was  wind  iituated  between  the  flun  and  the 
fiefh.  As  ioon  as  the  herdfman  K^s  reafon  to  fufpeft 
that  a  beaft  is  diibrdered,  his  lirft  care  fliould  be  to 
feparate  him  from  the  remainder  of  thd  ftock,  and  his 
next  to  bleed  the  reft  plentifully,  left  they  nJght  have 
received  fome  of  the  infeAbn;  this  bleeding  may  tend, 
ia  a  great  meafure,  to  aft  as  a  preventative  to  the  ge-» 
deration  of  the  difeafe,  yet,  I  have  never  heard  of  it» 
|)cing  a  cure  for  a  beaft,  when  once  infefted.*    Some 

herdfinen 

NOTE  BY  PR.  GIBNEY. 

*  This  pradlice,  though  common,  is  extremely  injudicious  i 
waftiing  the  calres  in  cold  water  once  or  twice  a  day,  would  be 
a  much  more  National  plan  pf  prevention ;  when  a  calf  is  infeft- 
ed, an  incifion  ihould  be  made  in  the  part,andthen  Bnts,  dipped 

in 
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lierdfmea  pretend  to  have  a  charm  to  prevent  beafts 
taking  it,  but  I  never  faw  any>  who  claimed  the  power 
of  curing  it.  Care  fhould  be  taken  to  bury  the  dif- 
eafed  quarter,  which  is  quite  black  and  reduced  nearly 
to  a  jelly,  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  dogs;  as,  if  rooted 
up,  it  might  be  productive  of  incalculable  mifchief  to 
the  remaining  (lock.  A  knowledge  of,  and  cure  for 
this  difeafe,  (hould  be  anxioufly  fought  after  by  all 
agricultural  focieties,  particularly  as  the  beft  ilocK  U 
moft  fubjeft  to  i%. 

CHAP. 


in  oil  of  tafpentioe,  (hould  be  introduced,  fo  as  to  ftimulate 
the  part  to  fuppuration,  at  the  fame  time  giving,  inwardly, 
bark,  in  combioation  with  fome  cordial  medicine,  fiich  as  pqp« 
per  or  ginger.  The  hair  mufl  previoufly  be  taken  clean  oif 
the  limbj  and  the  part  immediately  joining  that,  which  is  mor- 
tified, fcarified  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  raife  inflammatioo^ 
and,  if  poffible,  check  the  progrefs  of  the  mortification. 
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CHAP.  JX. 


GARDENS  AND  ORCHARDS. 

IN  this  county,  we  find  no  gardens  enclofed,  nor 
orchards  planted,  merely  as  a  fource  of  emolument, 
but  fuch  as  are  entirely  confined  to  the  dwelling  houfes 
of  gentlemen,  for  family  ufes.  Orchards,  attached  to 
houfes  not  inhabited,  are  commonly  let  for  the  feafon, 
at  prices  proportioned  to  the  bit  of  fruit,  as  it  is  term- 
ed, and  the  produce  is  generally  fold  to  dealers,  at 
from  fixpence  to  two  (hillings  per  hundred,  who  dit 
pole  of  them  in  the  Areets  of  the  feveral  towns  and 
villages.  Even  thole,  which  belong  to  gentlemen's 
houfes,  are  often  let  for  the  feafon  in  the  fame  way, 
and  it  does  not  unfrequently  happen,  that  a  few  hun« 
dreds  of  apples  are  referved  in  the  bargain  as  a  part  of 
the  ftipulated  rent. 

Thofc  gentlemen,  who  keep  their  orchards  in  their 

own  hands,  generally  make  dder,  which,  if  properly 

managed,  is  very  much  efteemed ;  few,  however,  pay 

that  attention  to  the  making  of  it,  that  it  requires,  nor 

do  any,  that  I  can  learn,  fort  their  apples,  before  they 

put  them  to  the  mill. 

Several 
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Several  geDtlemen,  who,  in  a  good  fruit  year,  make 
from  five  to  twenty  hogiheads  of  cyder,  may  not,  from 
a  failure  of  fridt,  make  any  for  the  three  years  fuc- 
ceeding. 

Apples  are  rather  an  uncertain  crop  in  this  county, 
owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  little  nipping  frofts, 
or  heavy  fhowers,  to  which  we  are  fubjeft  in  thoie 
months,  when  the  fruit-trees  are  in  bloflbm;  for  which 
reafon  we  have  the  beft  hit  of  fruit,  when  the  fpring  is 
rather  backward. 

There  are  various  Idnds  of  apples  propagated  in  this 
country ;  thofe  for  cyder  are,  the  Edgliih  and  Iriih  red- 
ftreak,  white  coftard,  the  golden  rennet,  the  royal  per- 
main,  the  ftire-apple,  the  cackagay,  the  golden  ruflet, 
and  the  winter  crofton,  befide  feveral  others  too  nume- 
rous to  infert. 

Thofe  for  domeftic  purpofes  are,  the  fummer  and 
winter  croftons,  jenedngs,  the  eve,  the  Rois  nonpareil, 
or  French  pippin,  the  golden  pippin,  the  Harvey,  and 
the  London  tankard  for  culinary  purpoles,  befide  niany 
others.  Thofe,  that  are  to  be  kept  through  the  wmter, 
are  generally  hand-pulled,  and  packed  in  earthen  jars, 
with  a  layer  of  dry  flraw  between  each  layer  of  apples, 
and  the  jar  covered  clofely  from  the  air. 

About  February  they  are  looked  over  and  picked ; 
any  apple  with  the  fmalleft  canker  muft  be  feparated 
from  the  others,  elfe  it  will  infefl  every  one,  that  it 
touches  '9  they  fhould  all  be  wiped,  and  re-packed  with 

flraw 
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firaw  carefollj)  a$  at  firft#  I  have  frequently  eaten  the 
winter  crofton^  and  Rofs  nonpareil^  thus  kept,  in  tbe 
month  of  May,  nearly  as  good  as  m  the  foregoing 
December. 

Apples  for  keeping  Ihonld  be  fuffered  to  ripen  fully, 
before  they  are  pulled ;  if  that  preciie  period  could  be 
knowui  when  the  fruit  was  ai$ut  to  fait  from  the  tree^ 
k  would  be  the  beft  time  to  pulL 

Fruit  for  keeping  fhbuld  be  invariably  hand-psUed 
on  a  dry  day,  as  wet  injures  them  conflderably* 

A  gentleman  in  this  country  has  had  the  winter 
cfofton,  and  the  R^s  nonpareil  of  one  year,  on  his 
uble  with  the  eve  of  the  fucceeding  year,  each  per- 
feAly  good. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 


KURSERIES,  WOODS,  AND  PLANTATIONS. 


THE  quantity  of  natural  wood  within  this  county  is 
fo  very  fmalli  that  it  is  not  worth  confideration  under 
a  feparate  head ;  the  plantations,  however,  are  very  ex« 
tenCve,  about  th^  different  noblemen  and  gentlemen's 
feats ;  fome  arrived  at,  others  approaching  faft  to  mata« 
rity,  and  many  in  a  ftate  of  infancy.  I  fhall  begin  with 
the  public  nurferies,  which  are  fix  in  number,  viz.  one 
in  Duleek  barony,  two  in  Trim,  two  near  Summer-hill^ 
and  one  at  Ballybeg,  near  Kells,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Rdlly,  which  may  be  confidered,  perhaps,  the  firft,  in 
pdnt  of  extent,  of  any  in  Ireland.  I  have  been  told 
there  are  few  more  extenfirc  nurferies  even  in  Eng* 
land,  and  he  is  extending  and  improving  it  every  year. 
When  it  is  confidered,  that  twenty-^four  Iriih  acres  (the 
extent  of  Mr.  Reilly's  nurfery)  are  equal  to  thirty-nine 
Englifli,  this  affertion  will  not  feem  fo  very  extraor- 
dinary as  it  may  at  firft  fight  appear.  This,  however^ 
will  be  feen  by  the  following  table  of  Iriih  and  Englifli 

flOAafore,  viz. 

I  Englifli 
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A.    lU    P. 

I  £ngli(h  acre  is  o    2   i8i  Irifh  plantadoQ  meafure. 
10    ditto,     --60   27i    -    ditto. 
to    ditto,     *-i2ii5      -    ditto. 
^o    ditto,     -    -  30  3    18      -    ditto. 
100    ditto,     •    -  61    2  3(J      -    ditto,  is^c. 

The  dte  of  Mr.  Reill/s  nurfcry  is  a  matter  of  little 
confequence,  when  compared  with  the  flourifluDg  Aate 
of  the  trees  and  (hrubs  to  be  leen  there ;  the  greateft 
pofEblc  variety,  growing  in  the  moft  luxuriant  manner. 

The  foil  is  chiefly  compofed  of  clay,  very  cold  and 
poor ;  confequently  the  young  trees  grown  in  it  thrive, 
remarkably  well,  when  tranfplanted  into  almoft  any 
kind  of  foil :  nor  are  the  foreft-trees  here  trained  up  in 
cfofets,  as  the  nurfery-men  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin 
term  thofe  fmall,  clofe,  well  (heltered  plots  of  ground, 
in  which  they  force  the  young  trees  to  a  height  fuffi- 
dent  for  planting  out,  before  they  ought,  perhaps,  to 
have  been  tranfplanted  from  the  feedling-bed.  But 
the  foreft-trees  in  Ballybeg  are  kept  in  the  open  air, 
and  are  frequently  transplanted,  before  they  are  deli* 
vered,  which  makes  them  throw  out  a  great  number  of 
lateral  roots,  capable,  when  planted  out,  of  drawing 
more  nourifhment  from  the  earth,  than  thofe,  which 
are  nurfed  in  clofets,  whofe  bark  is  fo  foft,  and  whole 
roots  are  fo  fmall,  from  never  having  been  expoied  to 
froft-brcezes  or  wnds,  that  they  are,  like  children  too 

tenderly 
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twdcriy  rented,  fabjeft  ta  t^e  coM,  when  tran& 
pfetitcd  It  a  moiie  blcfak  fituation,  than  they  have  beed 
accuftomed  to  bcitf. ' 

Mr.  Re'illy  lia's  gotteti  premiams,  at  cBffe^efit  i5ines> 
from  the  Dublin  Society,  for  extending  his  nntfery ; 
and  he  has  gotten:  fevferal  apprentice  fees,  with  (Efferent 
young  Aen,  Who  have  become  ufeful  members  of  fo- 
dety  id  the  different  branches  of  horticulture,  fife 
fends  his  young  tre^s,  carriage  free,  to  any  part  of  the 
kingdom,  and  engages  them  for  three  years,  when  he' 
plants  by  contrafl:. 

There  are  k^  gentlemen  in  this  country,  who  hive 
any  tafte  for  improveihent,  that  have  not  a  nurferys  irf 
"\l^hich  they  rear  ttees  for  their  own  planting;  they* 
Btiy  them,  however,  from  thd  feedliflg-beds  of  one  of 
thofe  public  nurferies,  and  plant  them  out  as^  they  come 
to  fuflScient  ftrength.  Ctentlemen  have  them,  by  this 
meahs,  on  much  more  reiafbnable  terms,  than  they^ 
could  polSbly  raife  them  from  the  feed. 

The  praftice  of  tranfplanting  young  trees  in  tHe  nuf- 
fery,  previous  to  their  being  put  out,  is  eameftly  re- 
commended to  eterjr  plamer ;  the  height  of  the  phnt 
is,  by  that  means,  checked^  but  the  roots  are  benefited 
in  a  furprifing  degree,  which  enabled  the  plant,  when 
fcr  out  where  it  is  to  remain,  to  grow  uncommonly  faft, 
and  prevents  it  from  being  ftiaken  in  the  ground,  which 
is  too  Commonly  the  cafe  with  trees,  that  are  drawn  up 
too  rapidty,  and  that  have  not  been  traniplanted  as 

It  often, 
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oftea  as  i^ccelTary.  la  ourferies^  tkciduoos  trees  aod 
eyei^eens  ihoiild  be  fet  in  alternate  rows»  about  i8 
inches  afunder,  as  the  evergreens  are  fooneft  fit  t<y 
plant  out^  and  then  the  deciduous  trees  obtain  fufficient 
room  to  fpread. 

FuU*grown  plantations  confift^  for  the  moft  part,  of 
groves,  immediately  furrounding  old  maniions  apd  mo- 
dem houfes.  They  are  chiefly  compp&d  of  a%  elm^, 
oak,  fycamore,  and  linie,  and,  in  a  few  inftances, 
Scotch  and  fpruce  fir ;  thofe,  that  are  coming  to  matu^ 
rity,  are  generally  hedge-rows,  or  (kirting  plantations^ 
and  are  chiefly  oDippofed  of  a(h  and  elm,  in  the  for- 
mer; beech,  fir,. and. different  kinds  of  foreft-trees,  in 
t)ie  latter;  and  thpfe  19  their  infancy  are  fituated  in 
extenfive  ranges,  on  the  fides  of  hills,  or  large  dumps 
within  the  view  of  geatlemenTs  ieats.^     . 

PlaQting  predpices  and  crags,  and  turning  into  profit 
ground,  hitherto  confidered  unprofitable,  feems  to  be 
laewed  in  its  proper  light;  and  every  (pot  of  fucb 
ground,  which  heretofore  was  left  wafte,  is  now 
fenced  in  and  planted. 

Thb  praAice,  as  may  well  be  fuppofed,  has  beauti- 
fied  the  face  of  the  country  in  a  great  degree,  and  will, 
no  doubt,  in  time,  tend  to  enrich  the  proprietors. 

The  late  William  Waller,  of  Allen's-town,  Efq. 
planted  more,  and  witl^  greater  judgment,  than  any 
gentleman  in  the  county^  and  he  was  blefled  vnth  life 
Ani  health,  to  fee  his  plantations  come  to  perfeftion. 

The 
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The  timber  on  Allen's-town,  of  his  planting,  has  bcea 
Valued  at  near  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  exclufive  of 
fte  timber  on  feveral  other  farm^^  planted  by  Mm 
wlulft  he  rented  them.  The  trees  ate  planted  both  id 
hedge-rows,  and  in  groves ;  and,  from  a  calculation, 
which  I  ihade  of  one  of  the  plantatibns,  V^uihg  tife 
limber  at  what  it  would  at  prefent  fell  for,  and  deduft* 
ing  the  prime  coft  of  planting,  it'W6uld  pay  4/.'io#. 
per  acre  per  annum,  fince  it  wks  lifR  planleid*'  Whea 
it  is  remembered,  that  woods  requlrt '  little  oir^  ho  care, 
from  the  time  they  are  planted,  until  they  are  cut  down, 
except  merely  to  fecure  them  from  cattle,  and  wcecfing 
for  the  firft  year  or  two,  and  that  the  thinning,  after 
ten  years  growth,  will  produce  an  annual  returni  diis 
profit  may  be  deemed  very  gteatl 

The  late  Earl  of  Beftive  planted  an  immenfity  on 
the  demefne  of  Headfort ;  his  plantations,  in  general, 
have  fucceeded  remarkably  well ;  numbers  have,  how- 
ever, died  for  want  of  thinning,  and  adnuttmg  the  free 
drculation  of  air  through  them.  Larch,  planted  by 
him,  would  now  fquare  ten  inches,  for  a  length  of 
twerity  feet. 

The  plantations  of  the  Earl  of  Flngal  are  very  ex- 
tenCve,  although  yet  in  their  infancy ;  they  feem  to 
thrive  remarkably  well,  and  are  certainly  laid  out  with 
much  more  tafte  and  judgment  than  the  laft  mentioned. 
Lord  Tarah's  are  ftill  more  extended,  and  fomewhat 
more  forward  5  they  ihew  what  effcft  care  and  atten- 
R  2  tiott 
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tipn  t()^plaat^tiQq&  yrill  produce,  eyeipi  oa  a  poor,  huq- 
gxy%  4^P>  rya  ibiL  The  demefoes  of  Daogaa  and 
gjfljpmjs?r-hUl  aw  |^,.  richly  wpQ^edi>  the  timber  qjii 
^Q  la«er  h  m^f^y.  full  grown.  ■     .  i  / 

^.  The  plani;at|o0^-op  the  demefhea  of  £3ane  aad  Beauf- 
parcfe^F  cgve^^^i^ytfeif^g,  that  I  have  feeo  ia  the  coui^ 
jfi  noj  To  jBUfclji  on?  i  account  of  th^ir  extent  (thou^ 
.Hyep.in  this  xcjfp^they  ifterit  attrition},- as  of  thi^f 
J^TWifol.4ifpofif'»W-  Tfee  riyer  Bpynej  the  rock  of 
fej^r  oi^  its  bank^i  th^  hill  and  iown  of  Slane;  thf 
^r^  l^lp^cjpf  ar^  ob^ejfls  that  few  iituations  can  boaft 
l>f :  in  ibort,  wb^tevep  way  we  tui^n  pur  eyes  on  thefe 
4^efpes,..aQ  e:aenfiy;9  rand  richly  planted  landfcape 
jnif^^ftitftlf-,^    ..,    ,      .  =. 

To  mention  every  ntjblemaa's  or  gentleman^s  leat  ii;i 
<l^e,  q)unty,,:wpr|hy,.9JF  i^otice  fropi  iti  plantations^ 
;^ould  fax,  exceed  the  limits  prdcribed  to  this  worjc.  I 
i^Il  therefore  bxjefly.  ftate,  that  there  are  few  gently 
•flsen.of  property,  refidmg  in  the  cpunty,  who  have  not 
laid  out  coniHkraJ^le  IfMtmsJif  plant^ngf  and  that,,  wherr 
^er  attention  ha^  bee^  j)^4  to  keep  them  well  fenced 
from  cattle,  and  protected  from  the  rav^es  of,  th^ 
poor,  there  b  h!|i|lly>ap,  i^ftaoce  of  ^eir  not  fucceed- 
iogweli.    ,:,..• 

There  are  vefy.|iwperfopa  in  this  diftria,  who  have 
&fficient}y  copfid^^ed  th^  fubjc^  of  planting,  as  a 
fource  of  profit;;  a^  I  ihonijdj.pfarliaps,  to  many  of  my 
readers  ieem  chimericala  if  I  advanced  it' as  a  principle 

of 
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of  round  policy,  id  a^peffooipoflefTe^bf  a  determinable 
leafe,  to  plant  yearly  a  certain  prbpordon  of  land^  and 
regifter  the  trees  fo  planted.     But  let  us  make  a  calcu- 
lation :  fuppofe  an  acre  of  groundj  planted  at  the  ratfe 
of  nine  trees  upon  a  fquare  perch  of  twenty-one  feet ; 
^n  acre  "NVill  contam  144b  tree's,  eacTi  being  feVeh  feet 
from  the  other.*    This  is  the  fmalleft  nufnber  that, 
iipon  the  firft  planting,  ought  to  be  put  down ;  fome 
think  it  is  riot  fufEcient,  and  aflett;  that  half  as  many 
more,  of  fome  indifferent  kind  of  tree,  a  "quick  grower, 
fuppofe  Jpruce  fir  or  poplar,  ought  to  be  intermixed, 
which  would  draw  the  other  trees  up  more  quickly, 
and  might  be  wed  out  with  profit,  according  as  thofe, 
intended  to  remain^  ariired  at  fufficicnt  flrength ;  but 
allowing  only  nine  upon  a,  perch  {qi^are,  and  that  440 
of  thefe  were  allotted  for  failures,  weeding,  &c-  there 
would  remain  upon  an  ^cre  9ne  tboufand  trees,  whicb^ 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  would  be  wonk  at  leaft 

two 

•  The  Dublin  Society  recortimcnd  the  pladtliig  4,410,  on 
each  acre,  of  mixed  trees;  when  plantations  are  to  be  of  larch 
alone,  they  recompaend  iSooo  per  acre  j  of  oak  6,000 ;  and 
that,  according  as  the  branches  interfere  with  each  other's 
growth,  they  fhould  be  wed  out. 

As  a  fquare  perch,  of  twenty-one  feet  every  way,  contains 
441  f^are  feet,  which,  if  multiplied  by  160,  the  nuinber  of 
perches  in  an  icre,  the  produiEt  will  give  the  content  of  an 
acre,  which  is  70,560  feet.  Now,  as  the  trees  are  to  be 
planted  in  f^uares  of  four  feet,  of  courfe  each  fquare  will  con- 
tain fixteen  (quare  feet,  andy  confequently,  an  acre  will  con* 
l^iii  4,410  trees,  each  four  feet  afunder. 
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two  (hillings  each;  this  would  produce  ;f  .100.    The 
account  would  ftand  thus :  . 

£'  '•  'I- 

Planting  an  acre  of  ground  with  good  fo- 
reft  trees,  and  replacing  all  failures,  for 

.    two  years,     ,-,-        -        -        -looo 

Ditching  88  perches,  at  is.  per  perch,  in- 
cluding quicks,  an  ample  allowance,    -      8  16     9 

Weeding  faid  ditch  for  three  ypars,  at  id. 

per  perch,  per  ann.    -        r        -        -120 


19  18    o 


By  1000  trees,  at  tj.  per  tree,         -        -  100     o 


o 


Balance,  -  ^.80  2  o 
Or  four  pounds  per  acre,  per  annum,  without  either 
capital  employed,  or  ckpence  of  any  kind.  If  then  a 
farmer,  having  land-  at  a  fair  value,  is  content  with 
making  one  pound  per  acre,  clear  of  all  expences,  and 
that  land  is  averaged  at  thirty  (hillings  per  acre,  on 
how  much  better  footing  does  the  planter  ftand,  than 
the  farmer? 

I  don't  know  a  better  mode  for' a  man  of  moderate 
fortune,  to  make  a  provifion  for  his  children,  than  that 
of  planting  a  certain  portion  of  ground  every  year, 
and  regiftering  the  fame;  the  lofs  of  the  land  to  the 
occupier  would  be  but  trifling  during  the  term,  and 
the  advantage,  at  the  expiration  of  his  leafe,  would  be 
great  indeed.    It  (hould  alfo  be  remembered^  that  a  tree 

advances 
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adv^mces  in  yaloei  in  an  increaied  ratio  vn\h  its  jezts\ 
for  inlkace,  one  tf ^  of  thirty  years  old  will  be  v^rth 
more  tha^  two  trees  of  twenty  years  growth,  and  me 
tree  of  forty  years  will  be  worth,  perhaps,  three  trecfe 
of  twenty  years  growth,  and  fo  on.*  Some  eare  is, 
however,  requifite,.in  the  abdve  recommended  fpecil- 
Jaiion,  to  choofe  the  moft  profitable  kind  of  timber 
trees,  viz.  thofe  that-  are  qiuck  of  growth,  and  for 
which  there  would  foe  a  brilk  demand.  Thefe,-  I 
fiiould  imagine,  are  the  a(h,  elm,  fycamore,  S<^btch 

.*  In  euttingdown  (bme  trees  lately,  I  had  the  curiofiijr  tP 
examine  in  what  ilage  they  grow  mofly  and  I  found  their 
greateft  growth  to  have  been  from  their  t\$rentjieth  to  their  for- 
tieth year,  by  obferving  die  circles  defcribed  on  the  But  of  the 
tree  when  cut  acrofs.  The  trees,  on  which  the  eKperiment 
was  made,  were  Sootch  fir,  grown  in  a  plantati6n.  They 
were  too  thickly  planted,  and,  had  they  been  thinned  as  they 
grew  large,  would  mo(l  likely  have  continued  to  thrive  as 
much,  after  the  fortieth  year,  as  they  did  before  it;  but 
from  the  fortieth  to  the  fifty-fifth  (the  age  of  the  trees  when 
cut}  they  did  not  grow  as  much  33  they  had  done  ftrom  the 
thirty-fifth  to  the  fortieth  year.  Thofe  trees,  that  grew  near 
the  edges  of  the  plantation,  did  not  fwell  fo  much  from  the 
twentieth  to  the  fortieth  year,  but  then  th^y  held  their  pace 
more  'evenly^  and  were^  in  the  e^d,  the  grofieft  timber.  The 
refold  pf  the  ejpperixnent  proves  the  nepefiity  pf  fhelter  for 
plantations,  and  tjhe  i^lity  of  continual  weeding,  according  as 
the  trees  grow  up,  as  it  leaves  them  room  to  fpread,  and  gives 
each  a  greater  proportion  of  earth  to  extraft  nourifhment 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^         .      STATISTIC  A  JL  SURVEY 

fir,  Jarcfc,  aiid  fily^r  6/.  Tbe  fy€*pojr«  fivd  tfii 
ilnQ^  be  i^kioited  fiK&mmlj$  on^h^  oi^tf^ie,  a^t  the 
Scptdi  fir,  tH^Q  thjB  elin,.ao4  witbip  tfee  l^iA^  ^^kh 
jp^uyr^^  the  moft  flielter. 

,  Jt  >ir^  hjSretofore  coiUi4er^,  tM  tb§  £o^(H  ^lo), 
grafted  ppoo  the  W^Xfh  ^Jjmjftoclc,  was  thp  k'u^d  moft 
profitable  to  plant;  but  the  witch  i$  now  ef^eemed  bcftj 
#$  it  is  very  qaipk  of  growth/^  ^nd  the  timber  generally 
jlraight  and  clean,  afid  npt  i^  itibje£):  to  be  blown 
down*  The  Dutch  is  the  flowed  of  growth  of  any 
j^d  of  elm,  and  if  particular  attention  is  not  paid  to 
keep  it  pruned  to  a  leader,  it  fpreads  at  top,  becomes 
crooked  and  ill  thriven.  The  Englifii  dm,  from  the 
rapidity  of  its  growth,  foon  becomes  top  heavy,  and 
the  root  not  ftriking  deep  enough  in  the  ground,  it  is 
moft  liable  to  be  blown  down,  both.wbjch  objeAiopff 
are  obvi^^ted  by  the  grafting  on  a  Dutch  or  witch 
ftock,  or  by  planting  the  witch  elm  without  grafting. 

If  grafting  fliould  be  preferred,  care  muft  be  taken 
to  (et  the  flip  pf  the  graft  agatnft  the  wefterly  wiadsji 
clfe  they  are  fubjeft  to  be  fiiapped  acroft  at  the  placcj, 
where  they  had  been  grafted. 

Oak,  birch,  fallow,  and  alder,  are  the  kinds  of  trees 
beft  adapted  to  bog  or  moor  landsi^  on  the  deep  clay 
grounds,  afti,  elm,  fycamore,  and  beech ;  and  on  the 
lighter  grounds,  larch,  Weymouth  pine,  and  other 
deals.    Scotch  fir  fucceeds  very  well  in  bog  grounds. 

It 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  -/THE  COUNTY  OF  MEATH.        249 

It  Iff  pvefcygeiuaiLlly  nodefflood,  that  the  ftem  of  a 
tree  fwells  in  proporticm  to  the  fap,  that  Is  drawa  ftom 
Jihe  root  to  the  head,  atd  that  every  tree  recerres  iioa* 
>zif]9ilieot  from  the  air,  and  a  power  of  drawing  fap 
from  the  root,  in  proportioa  to  the  iize  and  extenfioo, 
aad  the  number  of  its  leaves  and  brandies)  for  the 
trnth  of  this  aflerdon,  we  hare  oply  to  view  trcc» 
grown  in  a  plantation,  where  ramification  is  impeded; 
by  the  clofe  fituation  of  the  trees,  in  refpeft  to  each 
vother,  we  fliall  fee,  that  the  diameters  of  the  ftems  are 
|K>thing  eqnal  to  tbofe  c^  other  trees,  of  die  ikoe  ^tgs 
or  height,,  which  ftand  more  apart;  though  die  timber 
-may,,  perhaps,  be  ftraigbt  to  a  greater  lieight,  yet  it 
will  be  foft  an4  fpongy.  If,  therefore,  trees  receive 
'fiouriffiment  through  th^r  braaches,  from  both*  air  and 
•earth,  it  follows  that,  when  a  tree  has  arrived  to  the 
fiee  of  i;^mbibr,  and  then  fuffers  amputation,  it  lofts  that 
portion  of  nonrifliment,  heretofore  attained  by  the  in- 
ikence  of  the  air  upon  that  leaped  limb;  and  the 
f rank,  deprired  of  the  power  of  drawing  its  accuftomed 
quantity  of  nouriflunent  from  the  earth,  becomes  bark^ 
bound,  and,  ftunted  in  its  growth^  breaks  out  into 
warts  and  excrefcences;  frequent  repe^lont  of  the 
like  praftice  throw  the  tree  into  a  coafumption,  of 
which  it  at  length  dies. 

If  fuch  be  the  noxious  efFeAs  pf  even  jadidous 
pruning,  what  muft  we  iay  of  the  injurious  treatment, 
that  hedge^rows  expeiknce  in  this  r efpeft,  from  the 

hands 
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hands  of  the  uafkUful  farmer?  Peihaps  I  would  not 
(exaggerate,  if  I  aflerted,  that  at  leaft  twothirds  of  the 
timber  of  the  country  is  ftnhted  by  injndidoos  pnming* 

By  theieobfervadonsy  I  mean  not  to  cbjeft  totally  to 
.die  practice  of  pnraiiig  yomig  trees^  they  muft  be 
carefully  watchod;  the  more  attention  there  is  paid  to 
them,  in  pruning,  tlunning,  &c,  at  the  proper  a^e,  and 
in  a  judicious  manner,  the  fopner  they  will  become 
profitable. 

On  confulting  the  refident  gentlemen  of  the  country, 
as  to  the  moft  ef{e£lual  means  the  DubUn  Society 
f)iould  take  to  encourage  planting,  their  opinion  feems 
to  be,  that  of  giving  premiums  to  farmers,  holding  cer- 
tain quantities  of  ground,  who  fhould  plant  the  greateft 
number  of  timber  trees,  in  hedge-rows,  not  fewer  than 
three,  and  not  more  than  five  upon  a  perch,  the  far- 
mer giving  fecnrity  to  keep  them  from  being  either 
fpoiled  by  cattle,  or  otherwife  deftroyed,  and  the  So- 
ciety making  a  promiie  of  a  fubfcquent  premium,  after 
a  certain  period,  provided  the  trees  were  carefully 
kept,  and  in  a  thriving  condition;  and  an  additional 
premium  to  the  farmer,  who  had  his  trees  in  the  beft 
order,  at  the  time  of  vifitihg,  which  ftiould  be  at  a  pe- 
riod  a  good  while  fubfequent  to  the  planting;  perhaps 
ten  years. 

Ground,  in  thb  county,  is  generally  confidcred  as  of 
.too  much  value,  to  be  planted  for  emolument;  it  is 
Shoi^ht  to  pay  more  in  grazing,  or  farming,  for  which 

reafoa 
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-jpeafon  hedge-rows  are  preferred,  as  they  look  nearly 
as  well,  and  our  fields  are  generally  of  a  fize  to  admit 
of  them,  without  injury  to  the  cropj  befides,  as  the 
returns  made  by  ground  employed  in  planting  are  fo 
(low,  few  perfons  wifli  to  loJfe  the  ufc  of  their  money 
for  fi>  long  a  time. 

"   Upon  a  former  occafion,  I  reported  to  the  Society 
the  (late  of  thofe  plantations,  for  the  planting  and  en- 
clofing  of  which  the  proprietors  received  premiums. 
The  two  forts,  planted  by  the  Hon,  Sir  John  Dillon, 
near  LifmuUen,  containing  about  three  acres,  are  in  a 
very  thriving  ftate,  although  from  the  elevated  fitna- 
tion,  and  the  very  great  aridity  of  the   foil,  they  have 
not  made  as  great  a  progrefs  in  growth  as  they  would 
have  done,  had  their  fituation  been  lefs  expofed.    The 
fort  of  Odder,  planted  alfo  by  Sir  John  Dillon,  is  in  a 
doft  flouriftiing  ftate  j  the  trees  in  it  are  principally 
Scotch  fir,  and  have  lately  been  pruned  with  much 
judgment;  as  the  fituation  and  foil  are  more  congenial 
to  the  growth  of  trees,  their  fize  is  greater  in  propor- 
tion, and  their  appearance  more  healthy,  than  thofe 
planted   on   the   forts   near  LifmuUen,    Thofe  trees 
planted  on  the  fort  of  Ramevin,  by  Sir  John  Dillon, 
have  thriven  much  better  than  thofe  planted  by  Mr. 
Lynch,  on  the  fame  fort,  the  fame  year.    But  this  may 
be  eafily  accounted  for,  by  marks  of  cattle  appearing 
through  Mr.  Lynches  part,  whereas  Sir  John  Dillon 
ha$  in  this,  as  in  all  his  other  plantations,  been  fcru- 
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puloufly  nice  in  keeplog  thetn  well  fenced.  Mr« 
Lynch  has,  however,  been  very  attentive  to  replace 
thofe  trees,  that  have  failedy  and  his  plantain  now 
begins  to  make  feme  figure  in  the  country. 

The  fort  of  Ringleftown,  planted  by  Lord  Tarah,  is 
in  the  higheft  ftate  of  luxuriance;  it  has  made  the  beft 
progrefs  of  any  I  have  fifen,  and  the  intentions  of  the 
Society  fecm  in  every  refpeftto  have, been  afted  up  to. 
There  are  many  other  forts  Icattered  up  and  down  the 
diilriA,  which,  if  planted,  would  highly  ornament  the 
country,  as  they  are  generally  upon  elevated  iituations^ 
ztid  vifible  from  a  great  diftance. 

Sir  Marcus  Somerville,  Bart,  planted  ten  acres  in  the 
year  1800,  for  which  he  received  a  premium  {vobbl  the 
Society.     The  trees  feem  to  thrive  yery  well.  ^ 

Hugh  Rothwell,  E%.  i^  now,  Feibruary  1802,  plant- 
ing at  Sylvanpark  ten  acr^  of  bog  and  nsoor  hnd,  in 
which  he  purpofes  planting  at  the  rate  of  6000  trees, 
of  diiferent  kinds,  to  th?  acre. 

When  any  quantity  of  ^ber  is  to  b^  di{pofcd  of  ia 
the  country^  it  is  genenerally  adver^fed,  and  fold  to 
fome  perfon,  that  n^akes  a  trade  ot  bjuying  woods,  who 
fellft  the  timber,  and  cuts  it,  up  into  that  Scantling, 
which  the  tree  will  beft  anfwerrby  this  means,  there 
is  little  or  no  wafte,  as  the  part  of  a  tree,  fit  for  the- 
whcel^r's  ufe,  would  not  anfwer  for  other  purpofes, 
and  fb  in  regard  to  the  ufe^  for  which;  it  is  intended, 
and  an  individual  is  feldoiQ  neceffitatjed  to  buy  more 
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than  the  particular  piece,  for  which  he  ha$  occafi<»i« 
Tnnidra>  and  vmodtadiBk-mTtkcrsy^^f  by  this  meaasi 
accGEmaiadated  with  raiw  matjerial,  in  quantities  propor* 
tiooed  to  their  capkali  as  they  genersd^y  bnild  a^  hot  iq 
the  \tf00d9  and  refide  there  while  the  timber  is  £qllingi 
baying  and  working  thole  Jdnd  of  trees  nkofi  ibited  t^ 
their  pnrpofe,  and  paying  for  them  asthemannfaduir^ 
ed  goods^  are  fold*  Kn  (horty  mope  general  bi^nefit 
iurifiss  from  this  pradUcei.  than  if  every  perfim^.  want- 
ing any  partknlar  piece  of  tin^ber,  was  under  the  ne* 
ceffity  of  buymg  a  whole  tree,  or  perhaps  more. 

The  late. William  Waller,  Efq.  about  thirty  years 
fimzG^  planted  oak  and  Jpmce  fir;  in  rows,  two  fir  trees 
betweenieacb  oaki  tfaefe  £r  trees  his  fon  b  now  cut*^ 
^ng^  and  felling,  at  the.  rate  of  from  half  a  guinea  to 
fixteen  ihiUin^  each,  and  leaving  the  oak3  Aandiog, 
wlikh  were  drawn  up  more  quickly  by  the  fir  trees, 
Abu  they  woidd  have  been,  were  they  planted  by 
th^nidws;  this  iscolifidered  am  excellent prafiice. 

Copfc  is  cftpfflncd:  moft  profitable  at  the  age  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  years>  asL  their  prodoce  can.  then  be 
turned  to  greater,  accoupt,  for  ribs^  gate-'fiats^  cribs, 
rakes-handles,  Bcc^,  than,  at  any  period  -  prior  or  lub« 
ieqnent  thereto. 

In  the. comity  are  many  ofieries,  of  fn»n  two  to  tea 
acres  each,  the  produce  of  which  is  fold  to  baficet- 
makers,  from  Dublin,  who  fend;  down  a  man  (killed  in 
cutting  and  peeling  them,  and  who  makes  them  up  for 
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the  difFeroit  pnrpoles  of  the  mairafaftare.  Th^y  pro* 
4uce  from  fix  to  ten  pounds  per  acre  every  fecoad  year.' 
I  have  been  told  that«  in  ibme  places,  they  prodoce  tea 
ponnds  per  acre  per  annum.  Ofiers  being  of  -oeceffity 
two  years  old,  before  they  are  fit  for  the  general  pur-i 
poies  of  baficet-'making,  feldom  mote  than  half  the 
ofiery  is  cut  each  year,;,  from  three  to  five  pounds  per 
acre  per  annum,  even  in  fuch  cafe,  may  be  deemed  a 
very  good  return  from  land,  which,  from  its  humid 
fiate,  and  clayey  nature,  is  almoft  unfit  for  any  other 
purpofe* 

Elm  and  afh  dmber  fells  froni  two  fliillinga  to  two 
(hilUngs  and  fixpence  per  foot,  according  as  the  timber 
is  ftraight  or  clean ;  and  oak  at  from  three  fiulliogs  to 
three  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  foot*  Grofs  oak  is  very 
fcarce  in  this  country,  fo  much  fo,  that  it  is  often  a  dif« 
ficult  matter  to  procure  fpokes  for  cart-wheels.  Deal 
fells  by  the  tree,  at  perhaps  from  one  to  two  fliiliings 
the  foot.  There  is  a  good  (kal  of  grofs  oak  at  Lough- 
crew,  in  Demifore  barony ;  one  tree  ibid,  witlun  tbefe 
few  weeks,  for  twenty-five  giuneas. 

I  cannot  dofe  tJiis  chapter,  without  once  more  pre£> 
fing  upon  the  recolleftion  of  the  Society,  the  neceffity 
of  encouraging  the  common  farmers  to  plant  timbers 
trees  in  hedge-rows.  This  praftice  is  confidered  the 
moft  likely  to  fucceed,  and  is  beft  adapted  to  the 
means  of  the  generality  of  farmers^ 

The 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  MEATH.         ^55 

The  timber  of  the  country  is  becoming  extremely 
fcarce ;  and  when  it  is  confidered,  that  not  more  thaa 
one,'  of  every  twenty  trees  planted,  comes  to  maturity 
on  the  generality  of  farms,  and  that  one  year's  felling 
may  do  away  the  efTe^s  of  fifty  years  improvement^ 
the  neceiCty  of  planting,  and  of  proteAing  trees  whea 
planted,  becomes  a  matter  of  national  confideration. 

Sowing  far2e^feedon  the  backs  of  ditches,  protefts 
young  trees  from  the  injuries  they  fuft^  from  cattle, 
and  is  5  perhaps,  the  beft  method  of  preferving  hedge* 
rows. 


CHAP. 
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n^^GS  AK0  WAST£S|  WITH  THClK  IMPRX)¥JE$lB^ITa 


I  HAVE,  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  ftated  thd 
quantity  of  wafte  land  within  the  county,  including  the 
bogs,  to  be  about  27,900  acres.  The  unreclaimed  bog 
may  amount  to  about  26,000,  leaving  about  2000  acres 
for  waftes,  &c. 

The  management  of  thefe  bogs  has  been  hitherto 
lb  much  negleAed,  that  a  comparatively  fmall  propor- 
tion of  them  has  been  turned  to  any  account,  further 
than  what  is  neceflary  to  fupply  the  proprietors  and 
the  vicinity  vdth  fuel,  and  this  merely  from  the  edges» 
provincially  termed,  the  face  of  tie  bog. 

With  refpeA  to  bog,  as  in  moft  other  inftances,  it  is 
neceflary,  before  any  improvement  can  be  efFeftcd,  to 
know  the  nature,  propenfities,  and  capabilities  of  the 
fubjeft,  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  and  how  far  a  cure 
of  that  difeafe  may  be  effefted,  by  taking  advantage  of 
the  natural  refources.  For  this  purpofe  it  muft  be  con- 
fidered,  that  the  caufe  of  the  prcfent  fterility  of  bog  is, 
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the  immenfe  quantity  of  ftagnant  water,  by  which  they 
are  kept  buoyant^  and  prevented  from  contrafting  that 
degree  of  f6lidity,*neceffary  for  vegetation.  This  fu- 
perabundance  of  ftagnant  water  was  originally  caufed 
by  the  day,  or  other  ftibftrata  of  the  bog,  bdng  of  too 
great  a  degree  of  tenacity,  to  fuffer  the  water,  which 
iffued  from  the  higher  grounds,  to  pafs  through  them. 

Bog  is  compofed  of  a  variety  of  decayed  aquatic  ve- 
getables, whofe  roots  are  fo  interwoven  and  matted  to- 
]gether,  that  they  form  a  fubftance  not  unlike  a  fponge. 
Thcfc  vegetables  are  produced  each  year,  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  water  contwned  on  its  furface  i 
fo  that  bog  may  be  fairly  confidered  a  mafs  of  vegeta- 
ble matter,  aiitd  tlie  more  wiet  the  bog,  the  more 
quickly  it  vegetates. 

It  is  very  cafy  to  difcern  each  yearns  growth,  at  leaft 
for  the  laft  twenty  years,  by  examining  3^  fedlion  of  the 
bog,  and  confidering  that  it  encteafes  every  year,  in  as 
great  a  dcgree,^s  it  bears  mofe  on  its  furface.     The 
mofs  grows  every  fummer,  and  is  killed  the  following 
winter  by  the  frofts  ;  each  year's  growth  formis  a  ftra?- 
turn,  through  which  the  next  fummer's  heat  draws  a 
frefli  crop,  which  dies  in  like  manner ;  every,  year's 
growth  may  therefore  be  eafily  diftinguifhed,  lying  ho- 
rizontally in  ftrata,  being  of  a  lefs  degree  of  thicknefs 
the  farther  it  is  removed  from  the  furface,  becaufe  the 
more  prefled  by  the  weight  of  thofe  above  it,  until  they 
are  fo  confolidated,  as  to  be  no  longer  diilinguifti^ble. 
s  '  Bogs 
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Bogs  are  coniiderably  higher  ia  winter  than  they  are  in 
fummer,  perhaps  three  feet  on  a  deep  wet  bog ;  this  is 
very  mamfeft  to  any  perfon,  who  takes  the  trouble  of 
(landing  on  one  fide,  and  marking  an  obje£k  jufk  vifible 
over  the  furface,  at  the  other  fWe  of  the  bog.  This 
objcft,  though  vifible  in  the  months  of  Auguft  or  Sep- 
tember, will  not  be  fo  in  February  or  March  follow- 
ing :  the  caufc  is  obvious ;  the  heat  of  the  rummer's  fun, 
and  the  drynefs  of  the  atmofphere,  caufe  exhalations 
from  the  bog,  which  deprive  it  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  that  water,  with  which  it  was  furcharged  in  the  win- 
ter, thereby  contracting  and  confolidadng  its  furface, 
which,  being  of  a  fpongy  nature,  is  fwelled  again  by 
the  rams  of  the  fucceeding  winter,  fo  that  bogs  are  in 
a  perpetual  flate  of  contraction  and  dilatation. 

From  what  has  been  above  flated  it  is  evident,  that 
confolidation  is  the  firfl  improvement,  of  which  bog  is 
fufceptible;  and  that  the  firfl  flep  towards  this  confoli- 
dation is  draining,  which,  by  depriving  the  mofs, 
fedge,  and  other  aquatic  produAions  of  their  pabulum, 
deflroys  them,  and  gives  the  furface  fuch  a  degree  of 
fblidity,  as  to  produce  vegetables  of  a  more  ufeful 
nature. 

Mr.  Elkington's  method  of  draining,  by  boring,  is 
little  underflood,  and  as  little  prafKfed  throughout  the 
county  J  wherever  bog  has  been  drained,  the  following 
feems  to  have  been  the  mode  adopted  with  mofl  fuc- 
ccfs.    That  pjjjt  of  the  bog,  called  the  high  bank,  is 
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the  part,  that  has  not  been  yet  cut  away  for  peat,  and 
is  much  higher  (in  fome  inftances  eight  or  ten  feet) 
than  the  low  bank,  or  place  whence  peat  has  already 
been  taken :  there  is  a  ftratum  called  bearingj  of  greater 
or  lefs  thicknefs,  according  to  the  ftate  of  improvement, 
on  the  furface  of  every  bog ;  in  fome  inftances  this 
ftratum  is  from  fix  to  ten  feet  in  depth,  whilft  in  others 
it  is  not  more  than  one  foot,  varying  according  to  the 
quantity  of  moifture  contained  on  its  furface,  and  its 
proximity  to,  ot  diftance  from  the  terra  firma. 

In  all  cafes,  however,  this  bearing  is  thrown  into  the 
hole,  whence  the  peat  was  laft  taken,  and  forms  what 
is  called  the  low  bank ;  the  trampling  of  the  pcrfons, 
employed  in  digging  out  the  peat,  gives  this  bearing  a 
degree  of  folidity,  unattainable  in  its  former  ftate;  from 
this  low  bank  the  water  is  generally  drained,  clfe  there 
would  not  be  any  poffibility  of  cutting  turf;  and  to 
thefe  drains,  funk  in  the  lower  bank,  the  water  of  the 
higher  bank  is  conveyed. 

The  quantity  of  bog  to  be  drained  is  generally 
marked  out  in  fquare  pieces,  each  containing  about  two 
acres.  During  the  fpring  of  the  firft  year,  the  plots 
are  feparated  by  drains;  thofe,  leading  to  the  low 
bank,  are  made  about  three  feet  wide,  and  three  deep  ; 
and  thofe,  interfering  them  at  right  angles,  are  made 
two  feet  wide,  and  two  feet  in  depth ;  the  ftufF  taken 
out  being  laid  on  the  bank  at  the  loweft  fide,  left  it 
/hould  prevent  the  furface-water  from  running  into  the 
s  %  drains 
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drain  -,  and  paffages  are  left,  of  at  leaft  ten  or  twelve 
feet  broad,  for  the  cattle  to  crofs  into  each  of  thofe 
plots,  either  in  the  highell  part  of  each  main  drain,  or 
elfe  a  funnel  is  fcooped  under  each,  for  the  water  to 
pafs. 

The  year  following,  all  tfiefe  drains  are  made  a  foot 
wider,  and  a  foot  deeper,  than  they  were  at  firft,  and 
fo  on  for  five  or  fix.  years,  after  which  they  are  only 
tlearcd  of  the  fludge  they  may  have  gathered. 

The  drains  are  thu«  made,  by  degrees,  to  prevent 
the  fides  of  the  drains,  the  bog  being  in  almoft  a  fluid 
flate,  from  preffing  in,  and  the  bottoms  from  rifing  up, 
wWch  would  invariably  happen,  if  they  were  funk  to 
their  proper  depth  at  firft.  Even  thefe  precautions  are 
not  always  fufficient  to  prevent  the  banks  clofing ;  but 
time  and  perfeverance,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  good 
fall,  will  confolidate  the  wetteft  bogs. 

Thus  drained,  they  have,  from  the  fecond  year,  ob- 
tained fuch  a  degree  of  confiftence  on  the  furface,  as  to 
permit  black  cattle  to  graze  on  them ;  and  the  grazing 
affifts,  in  a  great  meafure,  towards  the  improvement, 
and  confolidation,  both  by  the  dung,  and  the  preflurq, 
I  know,  an  inftance  of  bog  reclaimed  in  this  way,  on  a 
farm  belonging  to  David  Thompfon,  Efq.  that  fupports, 
without  fodder,  except  in  times  of  fnow,  a  confiderable 
number  of  young  cattle,  until  three  or  four  years  old, 
after  which  they  fatten  generally  fooner  than  cattle  of 
the  fame  age,  reared  upon  grafs,  and  foddered  with 
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ftraw  or  hay.  Heath  is  warm  nouriftiing  food,  par^- 
cularly  when  it  is  melforated  by  the  froft ;  even  ftieep 
are  fond  of  it,  and  thrive  remarkably  well,  when  per- 
jnitted  to  go  off  and  on  the  bog.  Some  improve  t)ieir 
bog>  by  throwing  up  a  fpit  of  gravel,  clay,  marie,  or 
whatever  fubftance  the  under-ftratunj  of  the  bog  15 
compofed  of,  to  form  a  firm  furface  on  that  part,  which 
was  laft  cut :  this  is  a  good  praftice,  if  it  were  not  too 
tedious ;  by  this  means  not  more  than  a  few  perches 
are  each  year  reclaimed  j  in  the  other  inftance,  many 
acres  may  be  brought  into  immediate  profit. 

When  thefe  fmall  patches  have  become  tolerably 
dry,  they  are  often  pared  and  burned,  and  the  aflies 
fpread  evenly  over  the  furface,  after  which  the  ground 
is  either  ploughed  or  dug,  and  rape  fown,  and  then 
laid  down  with  hay-feed.  Burned  bog  produces  great 
crops  of  rape  and  turnips ;  if  the  a(hes  produced  are 
red  and  heavy,  they  are  confidered  to  be  of  infinite  fer- 
vice,  but,  if  white,  they  are  of  little  value ;  the  bog,  in 
one  inftance,  becomes  fblid,  from  the  proper  applica* 
tion  of  its  own  naturd  refources ;  in  the  other,  re- 
cowrfe  muft  be  had  to  gravel,  clay,  or  fome  other  ex- 
traneous fubftance,  for  its  confolidatlon. 

As  bog  is  apt,  although  ever  fo  well  gravelled  or 
clayed  at  firft,  from  its  natural  Ipongynefs  and  want  of 
cohefion,  to  perniit  the  manure,  laid  on  its  furface,  to 
pafs  through,  it  becomes  necefTary,  in  fome  few  years 
after  it  has  been  laid  down  to  grafs,  to  break  it  up,  and 
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turn  thatiirm  fluff  to  the  furface,  which  was  originally 
laid  there  5  whether  it  formerly  produced  red  aflies  or 
not,  burning  will  now  be  found  of  infinite  fervice ;  at 
all  events,  the  turning  up  of  the  clay  or  gravel  will 
produce  a  degree  of  folidity  on  the  furface,  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  the  improvement  of  bog-ground-  The 
draining  of  bog  and  fwamps  fhould  become  a  national 
concern :  independent  of  the  quantity  of  ground,  that 
would  be  brought  into  profit  by  draining  them,  many 
thoufands  of  induflrious  labouring  poor,  that  are  at 
prefent  fwept  away  by  agues  and  fevers,  produced  by 
vapours  exhaled  from  the  flagnant  contents  of  the 
marfhes,  would,  by  this  means,  be  annually  faved  to 
fociety. 

Many  fmall  patches  pf  bog  ar^  reclaimed  by  poor 
perfons,  living  on  their  edges,  who,  by  burning  and 
draining,  make  confiderable  profit  from  the  fale  of  cab- 
bage-plants. Potatoes  and  ry?  are  often  grown  with 
fome  fuccefs.  The  ufe  of  lime,  in  reclaiming  mofs- 
bogs,  has  not  been  as  yet  tried  in  the  county,  although, 
from  the  convenience  of  fuel,  there  is  every  temptation 
to  the  praftice. 

As  there  is  not  any  kind  of  ground  fo  fubjeft  to  be 
reduced,  by  heat,  to  a  mere  caput  mortuum,  in  fummer, 
as  reclaimed  bog,  I  fhould  imagine  that  irrigation 
would  be  of  fingular  fervice  y  and,  as  lightnefs  and 
fpongynefs  are  the  charafteriflics  of  reclaimed  bog- 
grounds^  repeated  and  heavy  rollings,  in  the  fpring 
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months,  would  greatly  tend  to  the  fupport  of  the 
plants,  by  doflng  the  earth  round  the  root  of  the  grafs, 
and  creating  a  firmnefs  on  the  furface,  retentive  of  the 
atmolpheric  moifture,  which,  when  left  in  its  natural 
ftate,  is  apt  to  pafs  through  too  quickly.  Irrigation, 
in  moft  inftances,  is  prafibicable  on  reclaimed  low  banks, 
from  the  water  running  off  the  high  banks ;  and  roll- 
ing is  in  every  farmer's  power,  with  little  expence  and 
trouble. 


CHAP.  ^ 
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.    CHAP.  Xll 


.,  IMPROVEMENTS. 


Sect.  I.     Draining, 

THE  improvements  by  draining,  in  this  county,  are 
very  numerous,  and  varied  according  to  local  clr- 
cumftances.  They  may  yet  be  clafled  under  three 
heads,  viz.  Embankment,  Under-draining,  and  Sur- 
face-draining. 

Of  the  firft  kind  we  have  very  few  examples,  as 
there  are  not  many  rivers,  running  through  flat  trafts, 
that  are  capable  of  being  funk  fo  as  to  confine  the  cur- 
rent within  its  proper  channel.  In  a  country,  whofe 
furface  is  even,  like  that  of  Meath,  it  feldom  happens, 
that  the  floods  are  either  fo  fudden,  or  fo  great,  as  to 
deftroy  embankments,  if  properly  made ;  yet  they  are 
generally  made  too  flight,  or  the  bed  of  the  river  is 
left  too  narrow,  or  too  crooked,  in  either  of  which 
cafes,  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  the  cqrrent  of  the  river  is 
fo  ftrengthened  by  confinement  or  oppofition,  that  the 

weak 
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weak  bank  is  totally,  unable  to  refill  its  impetuofity, 
and  there  feldom  pafles  a  year  without  one  part  or 
other  of  it  gifing  way>  and^  of  courie,  the  river  inun- 
dating the  furrounding  ground. 

The  principal  embankment^  to  be  found  in  the  coun- 
ty, is  on  the  Borora  river^  in  its  courie  through  the 
marflies  of  Rofinin  and  £mla>  where  the  above  objec*- 
tions  exift  to  a  great  degree.  Some  hints^  likely  tgi 
tend  to  the  improvement  of  thelib  marflies^  are  fug-i^ 
gefted  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  under  the  bead 
q{  Soil  and  Sufface  of  Kelts  Barony.  Mr.  Edward  Kear- 
ney hais  o^ade  a  gr^at  improvement  on  one  of  hit 
farms,  by  embanking  a  ftream,  which  heretofore  was 
of  infinite  injury  to  it,  by  overflowing,  and  rendering 
totally  ufelefs,  during  the  winter  months,  an  extqafive 
U'aA  of  bottom-land.  The  plan  be  adopted  was»  to 
make  the  bed  of  the  ftream  ftraight,  and  to  widen  it, 
fb  as  to  leave  fufEdent  room  for  the  greateft  floods  to 
flow  without  oppofition :  the  ftuC»  taken  from  the  bed 
of  the  river,  formed  the  embankment. 

I  am  informed  this  plan  has  fucceeded  according  to 
his  utmoft  expeftation. 

There  are  many  other  trifling  embankments  through 
the  county,  none  of  which,  however,  is  worth  elpc- 
oial  nodce. 

The  under-draining  of  the  county  is  adopted  for  thd 

purpofe  of  carrying  off  water  ifluing  from  fprings,  and 

is  performed  in  two  different  ways,  by  fods,  and  by 

,  I  ftones: 
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ftones.:  the  latter  is  more  approved  of,  and  preyaleoty 
wherever  vu  foffidency  of  round  field-ftones  can  be 
procured.  In  many  places,  where  field-ftones  cannot 
be  conveniently  obtained,  recourfe  is  had  to  quarry*^ 
ftooes,  but  the  round  ftone  is  always  preferred,  even 
at  a  coniiderable  additional  expence,  as  the  quarry-* 
ftones  lie  too  clofe,  -and'  are  nK>re  fubjeA  to  choak  thaa 
the  round  ifiekUftoneb'  The  drains  are  generally  made 
£rom  two  to  three  feet  deep,  according  to  the  depth  of 
die-fpring,  or  ftratum  of  gravel,  and  two  feet  wide  at 
Ae  top,  gradually  coqtrafting  to  the  bottom,  where 
they  are  one  foot  wide.  On  grounds,  that  are  fituated 
on  thedeclivhjt  of  a  hill,  or  from  whence  there  is  ^ 
bjriik  fall,  the  drains  are  &n)c  immediately  above  the' 
poktf  whence  the  w^er  bcgbs  to  iflue,  and  generally 
ii>d0ep  as  to  cut  off  the  ^rings,  and  are  made  on  the 
iide  of  the  bUiv  and  at  certain  diflances  other  drains 
are  funk,  parallel  to  the  firft,  the  water  ifTuing  from 
which  is  carried- off  by  main-drains,  running  into  the 
ditches  or  rivulets.  When  clay  is  the  firatum  imme- 
diitely^inder  the  furface  of  the  foil,  draining  is  more 
difficult  than  on  any  other  kind  of  ground,  and  is  fel- 
dom  entirely  el[e£led  until  this  ftratum  is  cut  through ; 
as  all  the  fifTures,  created  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  in 
clay,  lie  perpendicular,  they,  of  courfe,  direft  the  rain 
di>wn  into  the  ftratum  immediately  below  the  clay, 
in  which  it  takes  a  horizontal  diref^ion,  and  burfts  out 
vfherever  it  finds  vent. 

This 
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This  praAice  is  attended,  in  many  inftanccSi  with 
considerable  expence;  fome  have  adopted  the  expedient 
of  finking  in  the  bottom  of  their  drain,  at  certain  dif* 
tancea,  perhaps  every  third  perch,  a  fort  of  well  of 
the  fame  breadth  as  the  drain,  quite  through  the  ftra* 
turn  of  jreliow  day,  which  they^fili  up  with  round  field- 
ftones  to  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the  drain,  and  then 
(lone  the  whole  as  if  no  well  had  been  funk.  Through 
this  well,  the  wat^r  confined  under  the  yellow  day 
finds  a  vent,  and  rifes  to  the  level  of  the  bottom  of 
the  drain,  tod  is  then  carried  off.  Thefe  wells  are 
found  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  of  draining  as  well,  as 
if  the  drain  was  funk  equally  deep  diroughout  the 
whole  length.  In  drains  two  feet  wide,  and  two  ftet 
deep,  the  larger  fized  field-ftones  are  placed  in  the  bot-» 
txxn,  fo  as  to  form  a  fmall  tunnel,  over  which  the  lefler 
fiones  are  thrown  promifcuoufly,  to  the  diftance  of 
about  a  foot  from  the  furface  of  the  ground;  fome  litter 
or  furze  is  then  laid  on,  and  the  (:lay  taken  out  is  re- 
placed. If  the  mouths  of  thefe  drains  are  kept  open; 
they  will  laft  for  many  years;  but  if  fuffered  to  contaia 
back  water,  they  will  choke  and  become  ufelefs  in  a 
fliort  time.  In  the  method  of  under*draining  by  fods, 
which  is  never  reforted  to,  where  ftones  can  be  pro- 
cured either  from  field  or  quarry,  the  direftion  of  the 
drain  is  the  fame,  the  ob}c£t  to  be  effeAed  being  fimi« 
lar,  namely,  to  cut  off  the  fprings.  This  kind  of 
draining  can  only  be  applied  in  bottom  grounds  long 

laid 
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Idd  down,  and  that  have  contracted  a  tough  fbd  oa 
their  fnrface;  this  fod  muft  be  carefully  taken  off,  with 
its  edges  floped,  and  laid  on  one  fide,  and.  the  clay 
taken  out  on  the  other  fide.  When  it  is  funk  as  deep  as 
may  be  thought  neceffary,  which  in  this  country  is 
from  two  to  three  feet,  a  fmall  fpade  or  fcoop  is  uied 
by  fome,  to  make  a  channel  in  the  centre  or  fide  of  the 
drain,  about  four  inches  deeper  than  the  bottom,  and 
the  fod,  with  the  green  fide  downward,  is  laid  over 
this,  next  to  which  the  remainder  of  the  ibds  taken  off 
the  furface,  and  then  the  clay  levdkdbver-as  at  firft. 

As  this  kind  of  drain  is  generally  firft  injured  at  the 
mouth,  particularly  if  the  main  drains,  into  which  tbeie 
empty  themielves,  continue  open,  by  the  b6&$  or  cattle 
crumbliag  clay  into  them,  many  perfons  SmSh  them 
in  this  part,  for  near  a  perch,  with  ftone,  which  ferves 
to  keep  them  open  much  longer  than  they  otherwifi) 
would  remain. 

I  have  been  afTured  thefe  drims  continue  to  run  for 
twenty  years,  and  in  fome  fituations  much  longer.  lo 
almoft  all  cafes  of  under  •draining  in  this  country, 
double  the  number  of  perches  of  drain,  that  are  necef- 
lary,  are  made,  from  the  perfons,  who  lay  out  their 
courfe,  not  underftanding  the  bufinefs.  Draining, 
therefore,  is  confidered  an  expenfive  improvement, 
when,  in  reality,  there  is  hardly  any  kind  of  improve- 
ment, that  pays  fo  much  intereft  upon  the  capital  ex- 
pended, bccaufe  the  efFcfts  produced  by  it  are  imme- 
diate. The 
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The  laft  kind  of  draioing,  pradtifed  ia  this  coutt* 
^y,  is  called  furface-drai&ing,  becaufe  the  effeA  to  be 
produced  by  it  is,  to  carry  off  the  rain-water  from 
thofe  landsTj  which  have  too  great  a  degree  of  tenacity 
in  their  fub-foil,  to  fufTer  it  to  pafs  through  their  fur- 
face.  This  kind  of  draining  is  performed  differently  in 
different  places,  and  as  local  circumftances  may  re* 
quire ;  but  it  is  always  confined  to  that  fort  of  ground, 
that  has  day  or  fome  other  fubftance  impervious  to 
water,  near  to,  or  perhaps  partly  compoling  its  fur- 
face. 

On  grafs  lands,  that  are  dot  to  be  broken  up  for  a 
length  of  time,  drains  are  made  a  foot  wide,  and  eigh- 
teen inches  deep,  on  the  loweft  parts  of  the  ground, 
and  at  certain  diflances  parallel  to  each  other*  On 
the  declivity  of  rifing  grounds,  thefe  are  filled,  level  to 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  with  loofe  ftones,  through 
which  the  water  from  the  furface  runs  to  the  mata 
drains.  In  fome  inftances,  thefe  ferve  the  double  pur- 
pofe  of  furface  and  under  draining.  I  w&s.  witseis  to 
the  good  effeA  of  drains  made  in  this  manner,  on  a 
field  belonging  to  Doftor  Beaufort,  fituatcon  a  rifing 
ground,  part  of  his  farm  near  CoUon.  I  had  knowant 
in  a  coarfe  ruftiy  ftate,  and  fo  very  wet,  -that  he  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  withdrawing  all  the  cattle  irom 
it  during  the  winter  months,  to  prevent  its  beiiig 
poached;  upon  enquiry  he  informed  me,  that  he  had 
made  fmall  drains  obliquely  on  the  hill,  parallel. to 

each 
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.each  other,  about  two  perches  aiiiader,  a  foot  wide 
and  a  foot  deep;  thefe  he  had  filled  up  with  ftoaes, 
after  which  he  had  the  mole  plough  (fo  called  from 
its  makiog  a  cylindrical  (Hpe,  like  what  moks^  make  in 
their  burrowing)  to  run  up  and  down  the  hill,  crofBng 
thofe  ftone  drains  at  right  angles,  each  ftroke  of  the 
plough  being  three  or  four  yards  from  the  laft. 

This  plough  has  neither  ihare  nor  mould-board,  but 
is  merely  compoled  of  a  beam,  handles,  and  two  coul- 
-ters,  ^about  a  foot  afunder,  running  through  the  beam, 
and  connected  together  at  the  points  by  an  iron  cone, 
of  about  two  inches  and  a  half  diameter,  and  about 
^ree  £eet  longi  with  a  fharp  point.  It  works  under 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  leaving  a  fmall  aperture, 
wherever  it  pafles,  without  difturbing  the  furface.  The 
field,  thus  drained,  became  fo  dry  by  this  means,  that 
die  fuihes  all  died,  and  the  ground,  being  fuddenly  de- 
priTed  of  its  wonted  moifture  (in  the  beginning  of 
Ijpring,  which  was  the  feafbn  the  experiment  was  made), 
became  hard,  and  was,  for  the  firft  year,  not  near  fo 
produAive  of  grafs,  as  it  had  been  in  its  humid  ftate ; 
but  the  next,  and  each  fucceeding  year,  it  contmued  to 
iBprovey  aod  the  produce,  the  third  year  ( 1 800)  al- 
though an  extremely  dry  ieafon,  was  more  abundant 
diaOf  tod  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  any  previous  crop. 
Thit  kind  of  draining  ought  to  be  executed  in  autumn, 
before  the  winter  rains  run  the  clay  together.  The 
DoAor  hat  made  uie  of  this  plough  with  a  (hare  fome- 

what 
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what  dif&rcDt^  which  doniUb  of  a  wedgeKke  poimed 
irtm,  with  a  wiag  about  four  ladies  broad^  conae&ed 
alfo  by  two  coulters  to  the  beam,  and  called  a  miner* 
Its  ufe  is  to  cut  and  loofen  the  under-ftratum  of  yellow 
clay,  from  eight  to  ten  inches  below  the  depth  of  the 
plough,  fo  as  to  let  the  water  trickle  down  fo  much 
under  the  natural  foil,  with  great  fuccefs,  in  fowing 
winter  corn  on  light  land  having  a  clay  bottom;  after 
the  fowing  plough  it  was  run  up  the  track,  once  in  the 
furrow,  and  once  in  the  centre  of  the  ridge;  the  part 
of  the  field,  thus  fown,  was  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
icalded,  and  the  crop  it  produced  was  much  mor^ 
luxuriant  than  that,  which  the  remainder  of  the  field 
yielded. 

In  fome  inftances,  drains  a  foot  deep,  and  fix  or 
^ight  inches  wide,  are  made  and  left  open,  whilft  in 
others  they  are  not  made  more  than  fix  inches  wide, 
and  as  many  deep;  in  laying  down  yellow  clay  ground, 
the  ridges  are  often  left  very  high,  and  the  furrows 
deep,  acrofs  which,  at  convenient  diftances,  ci^ts  are 
made  to  conduA  the  water  to  the  ditches;  but  this  is 
confidered  a  very  bad  praftice,  as  the  furrow  is  gene- 
rally left  quite  bare,  and  the  ftiowersf  that  fall  ia  the 
latter  time  of  fpring,  and  through  the  fummej^  run  off 
too  quickly,  as  there  is  no.  kind  of  ground,  that  re- 
quires moifture  in  dry  weather  more  than  this*  After 
either  winter  or  fpring  corn  is  fown,  the  grouqd,  if  any 
thing  of  a  clayey  nature,  is  cut,  as  it  is  provincially 

termed. 
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term^  that  h,  drains  fbmewhat  deeper  than  the  bot- 
tom of  the  furrow  are  made  through  the  h>weft  parts 
of  the  field« 


SfiCT.  2.     Paring  and  buf'ning. 


The  praAice  of  paring  and  burning  upland  in  this 
county  is  very  little  known,  and  even  on  the  coarfe 
ru(hy  bottoms  only  praAifed  by  a  few  fmall  farmers, 
and  the  ground  thus  treated  is  applied  to  the  fearing 
of  dabbage  plants. 

When  clay  bottoms  are  to  be  prepared  for  cabbage 
feed,  by  paring  and  burning,  the  ufual  method  is  to 
fiiark  out  the  ground,  in  the  months  of  April  or  May, 
with  the  plough,  as  if  for  lea  potatoes,  after  which 
the  fods  of  the  furrows  are  dug  and  left  Handing  on 
edge,  that  they  may  be  the  more  quickly  dried  by  the 
winds.  When  they  are  fufficiently  dried,  they  are  col- 
leAed  in  heaps,  and  burned  on  the  ridge,  which  is  ge- 
nerally left  unpared.  After  the  fods  are  thoroughly 
burned,  the  afties  are  fpread  on  the  ridge,  and  the  cab- 
bage feed  fown,  and  covered  with  the  clay  taken  from 
the  furrows,  whence  the  fods  have  been  dug.  The 
expence  of  the  above  is  generally  from  30/.  to  40/. 
per  acre. 

When 
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When  bottoms  arc  very  coarfe  and  full  of  ruflies,  the 
Vfhok  of  the  fward  is  pared  and  burned  in  the  above* 
mentioned  manner. 

After  the  plants  have  been  drawn  out,  the  ground 
is  ploughed^  and  fowed  under  a  winter  crop,  which  19 
commonly  very  luxuriant 

Whether  paring  and  burning  is  beneficial  or  detri« 
mental  to  upland,  is  a  fubjeft,  on  which  I  am  unable  to 
decide  i  re^£tiag  it,  there  are  many  and  contradic- 
tory  opinionsj  however,  the  praftice  is  generally  repro- 
bated in  this  county,  and  on  nice  upland  it  is  un« 
Jinown.  It  is  forbidden  by  an  ad  of  parliament^ 
"which,  I  fuppole,  was  founded  upon  thorough  conviCi» 
tion  of  its  bad  confequences. 

Let  what  will  be  its  efFcfl:  upon  upland,  or  coarfe 
clay  bottoms,  there  cannot  be  a  finer  treatment  for  re- 
claimed peat-land,  or  bog,  particularly  when  it  is 
known  to  contain  particles  friendly  to  vegetation,  or 
when  the  bog  has,  by  means  of  claj,  gravel,  or  any 
other  kind  of  manure,  arrived  to  a  tolerable  degree  of 
firmneis  on  its  furface;  the  aihes  then  become  heavy^ 
and  contribute  much  to  fweeten  and  correA  the  natu« 
xal  bad  qualities  of  the  generality  of  bogjands. 

The  method  generally  purfued  is,  in  the  month  of 
May,  <)r  earlier  if  pofEble,  to  have  the  ground  lightly 
ploughed  by  two  horfes,  if  they  can  walk  on  it;  if  not> 
it  muft  be  diig;  but  the  latter  praAIce  is  fo  very  eXf» 
jpenfiye,  that  it  is  ieldom  reforted  to  on  a  large  fcale. 

T  When 
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When  the  fods  are  dry,  they  are  collefted  in  heapt 
and  burned  flowly;  It  often  happens,  that  the  heaps 
continue  to  burn  for  four  or  five  weeks,  if  the  vfind  is 
in  any  degree  brifk^  ont  only  confuming  the  heaps 
Uicmfelves,  but  often  communicating  to  the  foil,  ott 
which  they  burn,  and  for  ibme  dlftance  round  the 
lieap. 

*  When  the  fires  are  dctinguUhed,  the  aflies  ire  fpread 
bn  the  ground,  and  Hghtfy  ploughed,  in  order  that  th6 
afhes  may  be  kept  near  the  furface ;  it  is  then  harrow- 
*ed,  and  the  feed  isfown.  In  general,  there  is  too 
much  feed  put  in  the  ground,  five  pounds  per  acre  is 
TuH  enough,  and  from  feven  to  ten  is  ufually  fown.  It 
fometimes  happens,  that  the  wetnefs  of  the  ieafon  fb 
pofipones  the  operation  of  paring  and  burnings  that 
the  ground  cannot  be  prepared  in  time  for  rape,  in- 
tended for  feed;  in  which  cafe,  tape  phnts,  being  pre- 
vionfly  reared  in  another  part  of  the  hnd,  are  tranC- 
planted  into  the  bog,  after  having  bten  burned,  and 
amazing  crops  are  produced,  which  aife  cut  and  car- 
'ried  to  flieep  upon  the  adjacent  upland,  or  brought 
Into  houfes  for  the  purpofe  of  feeding  black  cattle; 
after  which  the  ftalks  aire  often  let  run  to  feed,  and 
fometimes  produce  a  good  crop. 

When  a  great  abundance  of  red  aflies  af  e  obtained 
*by  this  burning,  it  is  deemed  a  good  praftice  not  to 
'fpread  the  whole  of  k  once  upon  the  ground,  but  to 

refcrvc 
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refervc  fame  of  it  for  a  future  top-dreffing,  after  the 
land  has  beeii  laid  down  and  come  to  a  (kin. 

I  have  been  told,  that  there  cannot  be  a  better  top- 
drefling  for  upland,  that  poflfefles  any  degree  of  four- 
nefs,  or  produces  coarfe  grafs,  than  thdfe  afhes.  My 
neighbour,  Mr.  Gibney,  is  making  an  experiment  upon 
four  upland,  >vith  aflies  taken  from  a  bog,  pared  and 
burned  by  him  laft  fummer;  they  are  extremely  heavy^ 
poflefling  a  fertilizing  quality  in  a  great  proportion^ 
and  the  bog  thus  treated  is  now  bearing  one  of  the 
mofV  luxuriant  crops  of  rape,  that  I  ever  remember  to 
have  feen;  when  laid  down,  it  will  probably  be  one  o£ 
the  beft  meadows  on  the  farm. 

Before  Mr.  Gibney  ploughed  up  his  bog,  he  fcarU 
fied  it,  at  leaft  nine  inches  deep,  with  a  plough  without 
a  ihell-board»  or  (hare,  in  lines  about  two  feet  and  a 
half  afunder,  runnmg  crofswife  from  the  way  the 
ridges  were  to  run.  The  ufe  of  this  fcarifying  Is^ 
that  the  fods,  which  are  generally  tough  from  the 
quantity  of  aquatic  roots,  with  which  they^abound,  may 
not  be  too  long,  for  boys  to  gather  together  in  heaps 
with  pitchforks,  for  the  purpofe  of  burning,  which,  i£ 
not  thus  fcarified,  would  be  very  unhandy.  He  values 
the  expence  of  paring  and  burning  an  acre  of  bog,  as 
follows,  viz. 

T  2  Two 
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Two  ploughs,  with  two  horfes  in  each,  and 

one  man  holdmg  and  driving,        -        -    o  lo  lo 

JThirtcen  boys,  at  4^.  per  day,  gathering  the 

fods,  -        r        -        -        --044 

One  man  attending  the  fires,    -        -       -    o    i     i 

'  '  '  jf.ol6     3 

in  ploughing,  care  ftibuld  be  taken  to  leave  the  Ibds 
on  the  edge,  that  they  may  be  the  fooner  dried.  Bog  is 
often  burned  for  potatoes, which  praftice  fucceeds  well; 
in  this  c^fe  the  furrow  only  is  burned,  and  the  aflies 
are  fpread  on  the  ridge,  as  in  cafes  of  burning  bottom 
land  foj:  cabbage  feed.  XTpon  the  whole,  this  county 
is  thought  to  derive  mdre  dlfadvantage  from  the  want 
of  judicious  burning  of  peat  and  coaffe  rulhy  ground^ 
than  advantage  from  the  prohibition.  I  am  informed 
that,  before  the  aft  was  enforced,  the  burning  of  both 
bottom  and  upland  was  ufual  in  the  countj. 


Sect.  3.     Manuring. 

TiiE  praftice  of  manuring  has  become  more  preva- 
lent within  thefe  laft  ten  years,  even  with  the  common 
iarmers,  than  it  was  at  any  time  pre\aous  thereto,  and 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  ilate,  that  it  is  gaining  ground 
iail.    The  kinds  of  manure  moft  in  ufe  amongft  the 

common 
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common  farmers  are  yard-dung,  ditch-fcourmgs,  limeN 
|tone-graveI,  marie,  when  conveniently  had ;  and,  in 
addition  to  the  above,  lime  is  ufed  by  the  more  wealthy 
farmers  and  grazierSf 

Althougbi  ^meflone-gravel,  when  put  out  in  fbiG^ 
dent  poFtipns,  even  if  had  on  the  fpot,  is  far  more  ex-< 
peniive  th^f^  UmQ,  Crom  the  vaft  quantities  requifite, 
yet  that  e^ence  chiefly  confifis  in  the  kbour  of  r^ifiog 
it,  and  its  carriage  out  of  th^e  land,  ipreading,  &c.^  and^ 
as  this  labour  is  done  by  the  farmer's,  family,  and  thx>& 
fervants  ^nd  hori^s,  which  he  finds  necei&ry  to  have 
U  other  iea£>ns  of  the  year,  he  does  not  perceive  the 
money  to  leave  his  pocket  as.  fenfibly  a&  he  would,  i€ 
obliged  to  buy  and  pay  for  lime,  at  the  rate  k  is  gene- 
rally fpld  at  the  kilns  of  this  county*  But  to  gentle-> 
men  and  farmers,  who  pay  for  all  labour,  lime  is,  in 
the  end,  the  cheapefl  and  moft  efficacious  manure,  for 
almoft  any  kind  of  fcul  in  the  county,  if  properly^ 
drained. 

The  fyflem  of  manuring  the  ground,  and  of  keefnog 
it  in  heart  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops,  is  very  little 
underftood,  apd,  coQfequently,  feldom  pra^tifed  in  the 
country.  A  gr^cn.crop,  except  of  clover,  being  fcarcely 
ever  to  be  (een  on  the  lands  of  a  common  farmer,  and 
the  pr^£tice  of  foiling,  even  on  clover,  feldom  fol- 
lowed, a  dry.  fajilow  is,  of  courfe,  reforted  to  upon  al{ 
Ofccafipns,  for  renovation,  amelioration,  and  deanfing, 
wii^en  the  land  is.eith.ex  worn  out  by  rcpeatedcrops,  op 

is. 
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is  become  a  wildernefs  of  weeds  from  bad  tillage.  The 
whole  of  the  dung,  produced  in  the  generality  of  farms^ 
is  hardly  fufEdent  to  manure  the  neceflary  quantity  of 
potatoe-ground  for  the  family  aad  labouring  tenants ; 
when  any  can  be  fpared'  from  this  ufe,  it  is  laid  as 
top-dreffing  on  the  meadow-grounds.     Gravely  with 
cleanings  and  backs  of  ditcbes>  are  then  the  only  ma-r 
^uresj  which  are  bellowed  upon  the  fallows :  of  this 
gravel  an  immenie  coat  is  required^  and,  when  fuch  is 
g^ven,  it  is  by  far  the  bed  kind  of  manure  known  for 
fiiff  clay  foils  ^  opening  and  dividing  their  particles,  and 
rendering  them  more  pervious  to  the  atmofpherical 
moifture,  thereby  corre£ling  any  natural  bad  quality, 
that  may  exift  in  them,  and  adding  conflderable  vege- 
tative powers ;  and,  when  applied  to  a  light  clay,  it 
gLVts  a  degree  of  weight  and  folidity,  which  greatly 
benefits  the  crops ;  to  this  muft  be  added  two  particu- 
lar advantages,  which  it  poflcfles  above  all  other  ma- 
nures, viz.  that  the  fmalleft  quantity  is  ufefo),  andy 
when  a  fufiiciency  is  put  out,  its  efFe^la  can  never  be 
entirely  worn  out. 

Land,  when  laid  down  to  grais,  after  having  had  a 
fufficient  coat  of  this  fluff  l^d  upon  it,  fpontaneoufly 
produces  a  beautiful  fheet  of  white  clover,  where,  pre- 
vious to  the  gravel  being  laid,  coarfe  four  grafs,  per- 
haps ruihcs,  were  produced  in  abundance. 

Although  the  ground  might  have  been  as  well  un- 
der-drained, as  the  quality  of  the  land  would  admit, 

yet. 
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yet,  from  its  clayey  nature  and  tenadty^  the  drains 
have  had  little  or  no  efieft ;  but,  from  the  mixture  of 
the  gravel,  the  foil  becomes  friable^  and  the  fmall  par« 
tides,  of  which  the  gravel  is  compofed,  occupy  feveral 
{paces  by  the  nuxture  fo  clofely  connefted  together, 
that  they  form,  as  it  were^  a  concatenation  of  pores 
and  interfUces,  by  means  of  which  the  water,  that 
heretofore  remamed  on  the  furface,  gradually  pene- 
trates through  the  foil,  and  fo  into  the  drains. 

The  dung  produced,  m  the  generality  of  the  farm* 
yards  of  the  county,  is  feldom  properly  treated :  it  i^ 
put  out  on  the  land,  before  it  has  fuffidently  rotted^ 
and,  in  many  inftances,  before  it  has  been  thrown  int<> 
a  proper  ftate  of  fermentation;  the  confequence  is,  that 
the  feeds  of  weeds,  which  all  dunghills  in  a  greater  or 
lefler  degree  poITefs,  are  not  deprived  of  their  vegeta?* 
tive  powers  by  fermenutbn;  of  courfe,  they  often  pro* 
duce  on  the  foil,  after  the  manure  is  ipread,  an  abund* 
ant  crop.  This  may  be  feen  by  the  edges  of  the  po- 
tatoe-ridges,  that  have  had  a  good  coat  of  fre(h  dung 
laid  on  them,  producing  luxuriant  crops  of  thifUes, 
docks,  com,  &c.;  add  to  this,  the  want  of  decompo* 
fition  in  many  of  the  fubftances,  of  which  the  dunghill 
confifts,  that,  without  this  fermentation^  remain  ia 
thdr  original  ftate. 

I  have  heretofore  taken  notice  of  the  great  degree  of 
inattention  to  the  fituation  of  the  dunghill,  in  moft  of 
the  farm-yards,  and  obfetved,  that  they  were  either 

l^laced 
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fikced  on  declivities,  whence  the  mod  valuable  juice* 
of  the  dung  oozed  out,  or  fituated  in  hollows,  con-^ 
flantly  furrounded  with  water,  pcriflung  their  moft  va- 
luable ingredients,  and  preventing  the  neceflary  fer- 
mentation^ 

*  Linie  U  the  next  kind  of  m^ndre,  that  comes  under 
Confideration,  and,  in  the  mode  of  applying,  and  put- 
pofes  ferVed  by  it,  there  are  as  rtany  different  opinions, 
as  upon  any  other  fubjeft  whatfoever  j  fome  preferring 
its  ufe  in  a  cauftic  ftate,  and  others  when  effete,  and 
each  opinion  fupported  by  plaufible  argument.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  caufes  of  limfe  benefiting  the 
grounds  of  this  county,  the  effefts  are  vifible  to  every 
eye ;  and,  although  there  are  many  different  ways  of 
applying  it,  yet,  every  way  it  is  ufed,  ultimate  benefit 
is  derived  from  it. 

Doftor  Johnfton,  in  his  Report  of  Dumfries,  ha4 
ably  defcribed  its  powerful  effefts  on  the  earth.  Speak- 
ing of  lime  and  marie,  he  remarks :  "  Thefc  kinds-  of 
manures,  by  highly  fermenting,  greatly  pulverizing, 
and  ftimuiating  the  foil,  make  k  fpeedily  and  com- 
pletely force  out  of  itfelf,  into  the  jdants  upon  it,  all 
the  vegetable  food  it  contains;  hence  land,  injudi- 
cioufly  managed  for  fbme  years,  after  it  hath  been  fuf- 
ficiently  dreffed  with  any  of  thofe  flimulating  manures, 
will  be  reduced  to  a  much  worfe  flate  than  it  ever  was, 
or  could  be  in,  before  fuch  manures  had  been  applied 

to 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  X# 
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tb  it:  by  over-cropping,  without  the  application  of 
dufjgy  or  oily  fubftances,  it  may  be  reduced  to  a  caput 
mortuuTHy  that  can  bear  neither  corn  nor  grafs ;  in  this 
way,  the  foil,  totally  deprived  of  all  thole  oily  fubftan- 
CeS,  which  are  neceflary  to  feed  vegetables,  and  to 
form  a  proper  cohelion  among  the  fine  particles  of 
earth,  is  rendered  fo  extremely  poor  and  loofe,  that  it 
can  nekhet  feed,  nor  even  fupport  the  roots  of  corn  or 
grafs.'* 

Thofe,  who  ufe  lime  in  its  cauftic  ftate,  generally 
take  it  as  it  is  drawn  from  the  kilui  and  lay  it  in  heaps 
of  about  a  barrel  (containing  in  fome  places  thirty-two, 
in  others  forty  gallons)  on  every  fquare  perch  of 
ground,  where  it  is  covered  up  with  the  mould,  and 
fufFered  to  remain  until  it  gradually  crumbles  into  pow- 
der, after  which  it  is  evenly  fpread,  and  ploughed  in. 
The  ground  thus  treated  is,  generally  fpealdng,  in 
fallow,  and  the  lime  is  by  fome  laid  on  before  the  ^w- 
rowingj  in  order  to  be  mixed  with  a  greater  quantity 
of  earth,  and  by  others  after  it ;  left,  as  lime  is  knowa 
to  fink  in  the  foil,  it  fhould  fubfide  from  the  upper 
ftratum,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  vegetables  \ 
when  it  is  to  be  immediately  laid  down  to  grafs,  the 
former  is  the  praftice  j  when  it  is  to  be  kept  in  tillage 
for  any  length  of  time,  the  latter  feems  to  be  the  mode 
generally  adopted. 

Thofe,  who  prefer  ufing  Kme  in  its  effete  ftate,  burn 
it  the  year  before  they  purpofe  making  ufe  of  it,  and 

leave 
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leave  it  either  in  a  he^p  at  the  kiln^  or  lay  it  up  in  a 
hoafe  QQtil  it  flacks,  in  order  that  it  may  imbibe,  from 
the  air,  a  fnffidency  of  carbonic  gas,  which^  in  its 
roche  ftate,  it  has  a  ftrong  power  of  attracting  to  itfelf* 
Thus  impregnated,  it  is  put  out  (the  land,  as  in  the  for« 
mer  cafe,  being  fallow)  in  the  fame  quantity  as  if  ia 
its  cauflic  ftate,  and>  when  mixed  with  the  foil^  it 
gradually  imparts  thofe  principles,  during  vegetation, 
which  it  had  imbibed  from  the  atmofphere^  at  the 
lame  time  it  greatly  ailifts  in  pulverizing  the  foil,  ren- 
dering it  more  porous,  and  capable  of  communicat- 
ing to  the  plant  the  neceflary  pabulum>  which,  in  a 
Confiderable  degree,  it  furnifhes  alio. 

Some  lay  the  lime,  hot  from  the  kiln,  on  thofe 
grounds  under  grafs,  which  they  intend  breaking  up 
the  year  foUoMdng,  and,  after  it  has  become  perfeftly 
effete,  ipread  itj  whilft  others  lay  it,  in  its  cauftic 
ftate,  on  meadows,  that  have,  from  being  too  fre^ 
quently  mowed,  contrafted  a  coat  of  mofs,  for  the 
^rpofe  of  deftroymg  it,  and  ameliorating  their  con* 
dition. 

.  Lime  is  often  mixed  with  clay,  dung,  and  other  fub* 
ftances,  to  form  a  heap  of  compoft  for  the  top-dreiling 
of  meadows :  when  this  is  the  caie,.it  is  generally  co- 
vered by  the  day  or  *  dung,  &c.  in  its  cauftic  ftate, 

and 

*  It  is  a  bad  pra6Hce  to  nux  lime  with  dung  immediately ; 
a  thick  layer  of  earth  of  fome  fort  fhould  always  be  inter- 
pofed  between  hot  lime  and  duDg,  which  would  otherwiie 
deftroy  each  other.     R,  T. 
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and  is  fufFered  to  flack  and  become  eiFete  in  the  heap, 
-which  it  divides^  if  compofed  of  clay,  or  crumbles  into 
earth,  if  compofed  of  vegetables  s  and,  in  both  cafes,  it 
ferments,  and  renders  the  heap  porous,  and  more  fub- 
jeft  to  the  operation  and  influence  of  the  air.  Wher- 
ever liming  is  praftifed,  there  are  a  few  obiervations^ 
that  all  parties  agree  are  requifite  to  be  obferved,  viz. 
that,  before  land  is  limed,  it  ftiould  be  very  well 
drained,  as  Aagnant  water  peri(hes  the  lime,  preventing 
the  operation  of  the  air  on  the  foil ;  and  the  lime,  in 
place  of  dividing  and  pulverizing  the  earth,  as  would 
be  the  cafe  if  it  were  kept  dry,  forms  an  impervioQS 
cement  like  building  mbrtar. 

That  very  poor  or  worn-out  ground  ftiould  not 
be  limed,  at  leaft  not  highly,  but  that  half  the  ufual 
quantity  fliould  be  put  on  at  firft,  and  the  ground  laid 
down  for  a  few  years,  arid  that  afterwards  it  ftiould  be 
again  broken  up,  and  limed  a  fecond  time.  That,  if  the 
ground,  to  be  limed,  is  intended  to  be  immediately  laid 
down  to  grafs,  the  lime  fliould  be  ploughed  in  deeply, 
and  mixed  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  foil ;  if  kept 
in  tillage,  it  fliould  be  ploughed  fliallow  at  firft,  and 
the  depth  6f  the  ploughing  increafed  yearly,  to  bitttg 
back  the  lime,  which  has  the  property  of  finking,  tor 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  within  the  operation  of  the 
air,  and  roots  of  the  vegetables.  That,  when  land  has 
once  been  well  limed,  f*  it  kills  all  the  four  graflts, 
brings  up  a  fwect  herbage,,  grateful  to  every  fort  of 

cattle; 
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cattle ;  it  forms  a.  kia4  of  pan  under  the  furface,  bf 
which  the  nutrkious  particles  of  the  dung  are  kepi^ 
longer  within  the  reach  of  the  isoots  of  the  plants,  anA 
is  the  means  of  making  one  load  go  as  far,  as  two- 
would  before,  the   lime   was    applied;."      That  tho 
flronger  the.  lime,  the  lefler  quantity  ihould  be  kidcMi. 
the  land,  and  vice  verfa'^  the  ftrength  of  which- is  pretty 
accurately  known  by  its  weight,  that  lime  being  the- 
firoogeft,  wliich  reduces  moft  in.  it^  fpecific  gravity,* 
£rom  the  feme  quantity  of  the  ftone,  of  which  it  is> 
con^fed.      That  lime   is   generally  confidered  the 
ftroti^eft,  which  is  the  whiteA,  and  reduces,  by  flack-» 
ing,  to  the  fineft  powder.    And  that  lime  fhould  be; 
always  ipi!«ad  oa  the  ground  dry,  and  on  a.  day  whea 
there  ie  a  fiDaJl  breeze  of  wind>  which,  wil).  be^  found 
greatly  to  affift  in.  laying  it  oi^  evenly,  and  that  thQ 
Reader  fbould  begin  at  that  end  of  ^e  field,  from, 
which  the  wind  blows,  that  the  duft,  yhich  contains, 
the  finer  particles  of  this  lim^  may  not  be  blown  oS 
the  premlfles. 

Brabazon  Morris,  of  Tankardftowo,  Efq.  who  has 
limed,  ^d>;I  believe,  very  judicipufly,  more  land  than 
imy  man  in  the  county j^  fays,  <<  that,  when  too  great  a 
drefSag  of  lime  is  kid  on  rich  land  at  once,  the  crops 
become  too  luxuriant,  run  to  ftraw,  lodge,  and  pro-i 
ducc  little  elie  than  chaff;  and,  when  laid  on  that,, 
which  is  worn  out,.,  its  effefts  ate  muchworfe;  that; 

thq? 
♦  Appendix,  No.  X» 
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)^e  ground  being  in  a  fickly  ftate,  it  is  not  dble  to  af* 
ford  oouri(hment  to  the  crop,  as  quickly  as  the  lime 
would  urge  it  to  do ;  and  the  heat  of  the  litne,  for 
want  of  thofe  qualities  that  are  neceflary  to  counteraft 
its  caoftic  effefts,  bums  up  the  crop,  and  leaves  it 
ffudi  worfe,  than  it  would  have  been  without  it; 
but  when  the  ufual  quantity,  of  a  -barrel  on  each 
perch,  is  divided,  and  laid  cm  at  two  different  periods, 
both  the  ftbov«  objedions  are  obviated,  becaufe,  by  at 
lowing  the  land  to  gain  ftrength  in  the  interval,  it  it 
enabled  t6.  bear  a  fecond  liming.    Land,  by  over  til- 
lage, .may  be  fb  reduced,  as  not  to  be  oipable^f  re- 
cdving  more  than  forty,  ibme  fixty,  perhaps  eighty 
barrels,  per  acre,  according  to  the  reduction  in  ftrength 
at  the  time  of  liming;  ^et  he  fay s^  if  he4atended  laying 
down  the,  ground  immediately,  he  would  put  the  fuM 
complement  on  at  once,  except  the  land  was  extremely 
poor,  in. which  cafe  he  would  lay  it  down  with  clover, 
and  feed  (beep  on  it,  undl  it  became  rich  -enough  to 
bear  the  full  compl^nent  of  bme,  or  other  manure,  fit- 
ted to  the  foil/*   /ro  prove  the  tendency  lime  has  to 
fmk  below  the  upper  flratum  of  the  foil,  he  mentioned 
a  circumftance  of  his  having,  feme  time  fince,  limed  a 
piece  of  ground  on  the  furface,  and,  in  about  fix  years 
afterwards,  he  broke  it  up,  and  found  the  lime  in  $. 
ftratum  about  four  inches  from  the  furface,  regularly 
laid  ovef  the  whole  field ;  that  the  ploughing,  and  mix- 
ing that  ftratum  with  the  furface,  had  more  beneficial 

effea* 
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cSeAs  btt  the  gfoUndj  thati  the  lime  had  when  firft 
laid  on^  as,  in  the  one  inftance,  the  ground  was  only 
partially  benefited,  bat,  in  the  other,  the  lime  was 
equally  nuxed  with  the  whole. 

Mr.  Morris  does  not  think  lime  a  good  manure  for 
day  foils,  pardcularly  where  limeftone  or  nearly  gravei 
can  be  obtained.  If  land  is  in  itfelf  of  a  grafly  nature, 
£me  fweetens  that  grafs,  a  imall  quantity  of  which 
will  be  equal  in  nouriihment  to  twice  as  much  before 
it  was  limed ;  yet  even  this  land  will  not  hat^  fo  doie 
or  fo  feeding  a  fole,  as  if  maiiured  by  gravel  ot  marle» 

The  extent  of  Mr.  Morris's  liming  may  be  con- 
cdved,  when  I  ftate  that,  io  two  ieafiMis,  he  drew  from 
Slane  to  Tankardftown,  a  diftance  of  at  Jeafl  three 
miles,  fdrty-four  thoufand  loads  of  limeftone,  which 
made  eighty-eight  thoufand  barrels  of  lime,*  a  com- 
plete drefling  for  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres>  allow* 
ing  one  hundred  and  fixty  barrels  to  an  acre.  There 
are  very  few  parts  of  the  county,  where  lime  may  not 
be  bad  for  about  one  ftulling  BritUh  per  barrel,  and 
dieaper  when  a  large  quantity  is  wanted,  or  when  per- 
ions  ufing  it  burn  it  themfdves. 

*  Three  cwt.  of  ftone  will  make  one  barrel  of  lime,  which, 
when  burned,  will  weigh  two  cwt.  as  all  good  ftone  reduces 
a  full  third  by  the  fire ;  hence  each  car-load,  containbg  fix 
cwt.  made  two  barrels  of  lime. 
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The  following  iabk  maj  be  ufeful  to  perjhns  wi/bing  for 
fome guide  in  apportioning  the  quantity  ^manure  tbej 
have^  to  the  extent  of  ground  they  wi/b  to  benefit  by  it. 


Ho.  of  heaps  to  a  load 

I 

2 

.3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

At  3  yds.  dift. 

871 

435 

290 

218 

t74 

U5 

124 

109 

At  3f  yards 

640 

320 

213 

160 

128. 

106 

91 

80 

At  4  yards 

490 

245 

163 

122 

.98 

81 

70 

6| 

At  41-  yards 

387 

193 

.29 

97 

■77 

64 

55 

48 

At  5  yards 

313 

156 

104 

78 

62 

5* 

44 

39 

At  5i  yards 

259 

129 

86 

64 

S\ 

43 

37 

32 

At  6  yards 

^l^ 

108 

72 

54 

43 

36 

31 

27 

At  6i  yards 

185 

92 

61 

46 

37 

31 

26 

23 

At  7  yards 

160 

80 

53 

40 

32 

26 

22 

20 

At  7§  yards 

»39 

69 

4<5 

34 

27 

23 

19 

'7 

At  8  yards 

120 

61 

40 

30 

24 

20 

17 

15 

The  kilna  of  this  country  are  generally  too  wide  la 
the  mouth  or  upper  part,  where  they  are  charged,  and 
not  fuffidently  deep,  which  caufes  a  very  great  wafte 
of  fire,  the  chief  article  of  expence  in  the  making  of 
lime. 

That  kiln  is  inoft  approved  of  in  this  country,  whofe 
'  width,  in  the  centre  or  breaft,  is  half  its  height,  and  > 

whofe 
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vrhofe  mouth  is  at  Icaft  reduced  to  one  fourth  of  the 
height.  For  inftance,  a  kiln  fixteen  feet  high  fhould 
be  eight  feet  diameter  in  the  middle,  ^nd  four  feet  at 
the  mouth.  A  kiln  of  this  fize  will  burn,  when  in  full 
operation,  from  twenty  to  thirty  barrels  per  day, 
which  quantity  is  preferred,  as  <mt  man  is  equal  to 
attend  it,  and  it  is  good  work  for  one  man  to  attend, 
the  ftonea  aad  €«lm  being  left  at  the  top  of  the  kiln. 
Breaking  and  burning  is  done  at  from  three  halfpence 
to  twopence,  and  quarrying,  brealdng  and  burning,  at 
from  four  peace  to  five  pence  per  barrel,  according  to 
the  difficuhTTof  quarrying  or  hardncfs  of  the  ftonc. 

Lime-burners  earn  from  one  (hilling  and  iixpence  to. 
two  IhiUings  and  fixpence  per  day,  which  is  good 
wages,  and  yet  not  t09  much,  when  it  is  confidered, 
how  very  unwholefdme  an  occupation  lime-burning  is; 

All  kilns  fhould  be  left  fubilandal  at  the  breaft  .or 
wideft  part,  and  from  that  to  the  top,  carefully  backed 
behind  the  lining,  to  prevent  the  evaporation  of  the 
heat,  with  yellow'clay  or  quick  fand,  which  latter  is 
preferred,  as  it  is  not  fb  fubjeA  to  open  into  chinks  as 
the  clay,  and  of  courfe  confines  the  heat  more  effec- 
tually; and  whatever  backing  is  put  in  (hould  be  well 
rammed  and  clofed,  to  prevent  any  interftices  reman- 
ing. A  kiln  of  the  above  dimenfions,  in  fituations  not 
unfavourable,  may  be  eredled  for  about  twenty  guineas, 
in  which  a  ton  of  good  Milford  culm  will  burn  from 
forty  to  fixty  barrels  of  lime^  but,  if  the  culm  is  mix^d 

with 
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\f7ith  (bme  houfi  coal  afies^  as  a  certain  proportion  of  \ 

flack  is  always  contained  in  the  afhesj  from  fixty  to  m 

feventy  barrels  may  be  produced  from  each  ton.  \ 

A  parapet  wall  fhould  be  built  round  the  mouth  of 
every  kiln,  at  leaft  four  feet  high,  to  prevent  ftrong  ! 

teinds  from  blowing  the  heat  about,  which  will  fome- 
times  prevent  it  from  drawmg,  fo  that  during  a  high 
contrary  wind  it  often  happens,  that  five  barrels  of  4 

lime  are  not  burned  by  a  kiln,  which,  when  the  wind 
is  moderate  and  blowing  from  another  point  will,  per« 
haps,  burn  twenty-five  or  thirty.  Slane  kiln  is  arched 
over  at  the  height  of  about  eight  feet. 

Meadows  are  either  manured  immediately  after  be* 
ing  mowed,  or  whilft  the  frofts  in  winter  prevent  the 
car- wheels  from  cutting  up  the  ground;  they  are  fel« 
dom  manured  after  the  month  of  February.  Coal 
a(hes,  where  they  can  be  procured,  are  ufed  as  a  top 
drefEng  on  clay  meadows  with  good  effeft.  Marle^ 
and  limeftone  gravel  are  alfo  ufed  as  topdreilings, 
when  they  can  be  eafily  procured*  Mr.  James  Molloy 
of  Rathbrac,  near  Kells,  has  marled  near  fixty  acres 
of  grafs  land,  fome  of  which  he  afterwards  broke  up, 
at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  loads  per 
acre  5  he  confiders  himfelf  amply  repaid,  although  he 
drew  the  marie  near  three  miles. 


SBdT. 
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Sect,  4.    Weeing* 

FftOM  the  great  depth  and  tenacity  of  the  foil  of  this 
county^  the  weeds,  moft  troublefome  to  the  farmerSi 
are  the  whole  tribe  of  couch-grafles,  becaufe  their  roots 
ftrike  downwards,  fome  of  them  below  the  generality 
ci  ipring  ploughrngs,  and>  if  a  fmall  part  of  the  root 
remains   undeftroyed,   the  weed   fprings   with  frefh 
vigour*    The  principal  of  thefe  kinds  of  grafTes  are 
the  dog's-grafs,  creeping  foft-gi;afs,  the  tall  oat-grafi, 
bennett-grafsi  the  black  couch-grafs,  moftly  abounding 
in  dry  gravelly  land,  and  the  red-ftalkcd  creeping- 
grafs,  moA  troublefome  in  moor  and  flrong  wet  lands. 
The  tall  oat,  or  bulbous-rooted  grafs,  will  increafe 
prodigioufly,  if  fuffered  to  remain  in  wet  grounds,  and 
will  fmother  almoft  any  crop,  with  which  it  is  fuffered 
to  grow.  Colt*s-foot  is  moftly  found  on  cold,  or  worn- 
out  clay  foils,  and  on  grounds,  which  have  a  tenacious 
fubfoil}   yet  farmers  generally  affert,  that  grounds, 
which  produce  it  in  luxuriance,  are  in  their  nature 
good,  although  they  may  be  worn  out  or  abufed. 
Thefe  can  only  be  deflroyed  by  a  good,  deep  fumme/s 
fallow^  as  defcribcd  under  that  head;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  growth  of  colt*s-foot,  one 
ploughing  is  recjuifite  in  Aprilj  when  it  is  in  bloflbm^ 

and 
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and  before  it  (beds  its  feed,  which,  if  fuffered  to  ripen, 
will  fpread  inconceivably,  being  in  itlelf  e^ctremely 
light,  and  furniflied  by  nature  with  wings,  by  which 
it  is  capable  of  traniporting  itfelf  to  a  conilderable 
diftance. 

The  thillle  can  only  be  deftroyed  by  mutual  confcnt 
of  thofc  people,  whofe  grounds  they  infeft ;  for  the 
feeds,  like  thofe  of  the  colt's-foot,  are  furniftied  with 
wings,  and  are  even  more  volatile  than  the  laft  men- 
tionedy  and,  if  not  deftroyed  by  all  the  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood  at  the  fame  time,  otie  man's  deftruftion 
of  them  is  labour  in  vain,  as  a  ditch  or  a  dunghill  of 
one  flovenly  farmer  is  fufficient  to  fpoil  the  work  of  aa 
cxtenCve  diftrift. 

They  are  generally  hand-wed  from  the  growing 
corn,  in  the  month  of  June,  by  boys  and  girls,  who 
either  with  a  fmall  hook  cut  them  out,  or  with  weed- 
ing-tongs  draw  them  up  by  the  root ;  this  laft  praftice 
is,  however,  reprobated  on  light  foils,  as  many  roots 
of  corn  are  torn  up  in  confequence. 

The  thiftle  is  a  biennial  plant;  therefore  baniftiment 
for  a  time  from  grafs-grounds  may  be  effefted,  by  cut- 
ting them  for  two  or  three  years  fucceffively,  imme* 
diately  before  their  feed-time,  and  when  the  ftalk  is 
become  hollow. 

We  feldom  fee  thirties  in  meadows,  that  are  mowed 
every  year,  except  they  have  been  manured  or  dunged, 
9T  have  had  cattle  foddered  on  the  grafs  m  winter  ;^ 

u  a  than 
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Jihaa  which  laft  praAice^  nothing  is  more  productive 
of  thiftles. 

The  dock-root  is  another  of  the  farmei['s  plagues^ 
and  its  bani(hment  can  only  be  effeAed  by  carefully 
rooting  it  out  of  the  ground^  z$,  (hould  the  fmalleA 
particle  of  it  remain,  it  will  throw  up  fre(h  (hoou;  and 
it  bears  fuch  an  immenfity  of  feed,  that,  if  fuiFered  to 
ripen,  they  will  increafe  prodigioufly.  The  farmer  has, 
however,  the  fadsfaAion,  when  deftroying  this  weed, 
of  thinking,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  his  ndgh- 
bour's  negligence,  as  in  the  caie  of  thiftles,  to  render 
his  labour  vain.  The  beft  general  rule  for  thebanifii- 
ment  of  weeds  is>  to  plough  deep,  to  cut  all  parts  of 
the  land,  and  never  to  plough  when  the  ground  is  wet. 

The  dirtieft  farms  in  the  county  are  generally  thofc, 
that  have  been  badly  ploughed,  or  that  have  borne  too 
great  a  fucceflion  of  crops  in  k  given  time,  without  an 
intermediate  fallow,  or  even  a  fallow  crop :  however, 
as  this  fubjeCl  is  treated  of  more  at  large  in  the  feventh 
chapter  of.  this  work,  it  is  uielefs  here  to  repeat  the 
obiervations  there  cont^ed. 

A  method,  frequently  taken  in  this  country  with  the 
utmoft  fuccefs,  to  deftroy  furze  from  grafs  or  meadow 
land,  is  to  cut  them  clo{e  to  ttie  ground  in  winter,  and 
fpread  yard-durig  thickly  over  theii'  roots,  and  for  a 
confiderable  diftance  round  the  place  where  they 
grew  5  after  which,  if  they  throw  up  any  frefli  (hoots, 
to  mow  them  in  the  month  of  July  or  Augoft  with  a 

fcythc  ; 
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fcythe;  the  roots  are  rotted  by  die  dung,  and  the 
fpring  of  grafsj  created  by  it,  fmothers  the  youog 
plants  thrown  up  by  the  feedsp 


Sect.  5.    Watering. 

The  praAice  of  irrigation,  or  watering  meadows, 
}n  the  diftrif^  und^r  furvey,  is  hardly  known,  ^thQugh 
there  are  many  fituations,  where  the  w^ter  feeo^  to  in- 
vite the  farmer  to  mak^  ufe  of  it^  particularly  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  copnty,  where  the  f\irface  of  t}ie  earth  is 
moft  uneven,  viz.  in  the  bgronies  pf  Slane  and  Duleek, 
and  even  in  m^ny  fituations  in  the  more  level  diftrift^. 
In  fliort  there  are  very  few  farms,  of  any  extent,  in 
the  county^  that  would  not,  by  care  and  attentioi^  in 
the  coUeAion  of  the  feveral  fmall  rills,  either  pafling 
through,  or  rifing  in  thepi,  admjt  of  irrigation  ip  a 
greater  or  ^efler  (le^ee  ^  yet^  in  ^U  the  enqiiiries,  that  I 
have  made  pn  the  fubje^,  I  haye  not  beard  of  more 
than  two  or  three  perfons,  who  have  adopted  the 
praAice,  evep  on  a  limited  fcale.  T.  Q.  Harman,  Eiij. 
who  has  irrigated  feven  apres,'  J.  M.  Grjunger,  Efq. 
and  Mr.  Patrick  Danjel*  of  the  parifh  of  Augher,  are 
0ie  only  perfons,  who  have  applied  water  gs  manure 
for  meadow  to  any  ex^en^ 

Wherever 

*  For  ^  particular  account  fee  AppeodiX)  No.  VI. 

.       Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


294  STATISTICAL  SURVEV  .  . 

"Wherever  the  praftice  h^s  been  adopted,  even  in  » 
trifling  degree,  the  greateft  benefits  have  l>een  derived 
from  it ;  and  it  too  often  happens,  that  the  perfons, 
moft  anxious  to  adopt  the  practice,  are  denied  the 
power,  and  the  perfons,  who  have  the  power,  negleft 
the  praftice.  It  is  the  nature  of  man  to  hold  in  con- 
tempt thofe  bleffings  and  acquirements,  that  he  pot 
fefles,  and  to  pant  for  and  grafp  at  thofe,  that  are  out 
of  his  reach. 

Lands,  that  are  to  be  irrigated,  ihould  be  firft  com- 
pletely  under-drained,  and  no  water  fhould  be  fuiFered 
on  them,  except  what  is  artificially  fent  there,  that  it 
may  be  taken  oflTand  put  on,  as  occ^fion  may  require. 
Immediately  after  the  meadow  is  cut,  the  hay  ftiould 
be  taken  off  as  quickly  as  pofSble,  and  the  water  let 
on.  the  meadow,  and  fufFered  to  remain  there  for  about 
a  fortnight,  and  then  taken  off.  When  the  after-grafe, 
produced  by  this  watering,  is  eaten  by  black  cattle, 
which  fhould  be  the  cafe  before  November,  the  mea- 
dow fhould  be  again  flooded  for  the  fame  fpace  of  time 
as  at  firft,  and  then  let  off  for  another  fortnight,  and 
fo  on,  with  regular  intermiffions  of  about  the  fame 
time,  until  the  beginning  of  February ;  ewes  and  lambs 
fliould  then  be  let  on  until  the  middle  of  April,  when 
the  water  (hould  be  again  ufed  for  about  three  weeks, 
and  the  field  fhut  up  for  meadow.  It  Is  to  be  obferved, 
that  meadows  fliould  i^ever  be  irrigated  in  frofty  wea- 
ther. 
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thetf  noT  cattle  fuffercd  to  gra^se  on  them  wlulft  under 
the  procefs  of  irrigation^  nor  (heep  allowed  to  feed  on 
them  in  the  autumnal  months^  as  it  is  then  likely  to 
occaiion  the  rot,  h^t  in  the  fpring  months  it  afford^ 
them  excellent  feeding. 

Feeding  flieep  on  irrigated  meadows,  in  the  autum- 
nal months,  has,  from  their  being  rotted  by  it,  often 
brought  difrepute  upon  the  general  praftice  of  irriga- 
tion, when,  in  reality,  the  fault  lay  in  the  perfons 
praAifing  it,  being  ignorant  of  its  pernicious  eifeAs  on 
iheep  at  that  particular  feafon. 

It  is  confidered,  that  pure  water  cannot  pafs  too 
quickly,  nor  in  too  great  a  quantity,  over  ground,  that 
is  to  be  irrigated;  it  therefore  follows,  that  lands,  iitu- 
ated  on  a  gentle  declivity,  are  the  l^eft  fuited  for  that 
piirpofe.  But  in  cafes,  where  the  water  to  be  made  ufe 
of  pafles  through  a  town,  or  brings  with  it  any  quan- 
tity of  vegetable  matter,  or  by  paffing  through  marle- 
banks,  or  beds  of  Umeftone-gravel,  or  other  calcareous 
fubftances,  it  is  prudent  to  list  it  be  as  fluggifh  as  pofli- 
ble  in  its  paflage,  that  the  particles,  which  it  contains, 
may  be  depofited  on  the  furface  of  the  foil. 

The  expence  of  watering  meadows  muft  vary  ac- 
cording to  local  circumftances,  but  the  profits  are 
confidered  equal  to  a  guinea  and   a  half  per   acre 
'  per  annum,  and  every  expence  of  future  manuring 
favedf 

Qay 
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Clay  bottoms^  and  reclaimed  bog  gi^unds^  if  well 
drained^  are  thought  to  derive  confiderably  more  be* 
nefit  from  irrigatbn,  than  foils  that  were  naturally  dryj 
as  no  ground  becomes  fo  harih  on  its  furface  in  dry 
hot  weather,  as  drained  clay  groundsi  not  fo  totally 
devoid  of  moiflure  as  reclaimed  bog.   . 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.   XHL 


ILIVE  STOCK. 

Sect.  i.    CattU. 

SOME  attendoDj  for  many  years  backj  has  been 
paid  by  individuals  to  the  improvement  of  the  breed  of 
black  cattle;  but  until  within  thele  few  years j  the  true 
points  requifite  to  be  attained  for  feeding  were  very 
little  underftood.  Great  fize,  large  bone^  and  fine 
horn>  were  the  only  obje£ls  fought^  and  thefe  were  ia 
time  effeAually  obtamed. 

The  late  William  Waller,  Efq.  more  than  Cxty  yeari 
fmce,  procured  the  then  beft  known  long-horned  breed 
from  Lancafliire,  which  have  fince  remained  in  AUenC- 
town,  and  have  been  crofTed  by  fome  of  an  improved 
kind,  feleQed  with  great  pains  and  judgment  by  his 
fon,  the  prefent  Robert  Waller,  Efq.  who  imported  a 
bull  from  Leicefterfliire,  of  the  late  Mr.  Bakewell't 
breed,  for  that  purpofe;  he  has,  from  the  laudable  mo* 
tive  of  improving  the  ftrain  of  black  cattle  in  that  part 
9f  the  country,  permitted  his  neighbours,  friends,  and 

tenants 
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tenants  to  have  the  unreferved  ufe  of  him^  and  of  fome 
calves  gotten  by  him^  the  confequence  is,  that  the 
breed  of  cattle  in  his  neighbourhood  is  fo  improved, 
that  there  is  hardly  ^  cottier  within  three  or  four  miles 
of  AUenftown,  poflefled  of  a  cow,  which  docs  not  dif- 
play  fome  traces  of  the  Leicefter  blood. 

The  late  Gorges  Lowther,  Efq.  and  Mr.  White,  of 
Cookftown,  had  each  the  beft  cattle  of  their  day,  bred 
from  imported  flock,  but  fince  their  death,  little  atten*- 
tion  has  been  paid  to  their  croifings,  except  by  the  Rev. 
'William  Irvine  of  Dunfhaughlin,  who  informs  me  he 
has  prefervcd  tl^e  breed  ppr^,  and  that  he  is  the  only 
perfon  who,  to  his  knowledge,  has  done  fo,  By  the 
different  perfons,  who  bought  them  at  their  auctions, 
they  have  become  coarfe  and  large-boued;  they  grow 
to  a  great  ilze,  and  are  difScult  to  feed  i  befides,  their 
principal  weight  confifls  in  the  coarf^r  parts. 

Thefe  were  the  firft  to  introduce  good  flock,  after 
which  the  late  Earl  of  Beftive,  the  late  Bilhop  of 
Meath,  and  the  late  Robert  Tighe,  Efq.  imported  fome. 
Thefe  may  be  faid  to  be  the  pnly  perfons,  who  have 
been  pofTefled  of  original  flock  in  the  county,  and  to 
one  or  other  of  which  all  the  improved  breeds  of  the 
diflridl  may  be  traced,  except  thofe  introduced  within 
thefe  laft  few  years,  \i^hich,  for  fake  of  difUnftion,  I 
Ihall  here  term  the  modern  improved  ftock. 

Thole,  who  have  paid  the  n^oil  fuccefsful  attention 
to  croffin^s  and  the  prefcKvation  of  the  original  flock, 

are. 
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are,  Robert  Wade  of  Clonabeany,  Efq,  the  late  Mr. 
Reilly  of  Newgrove,  Sir  Francis  Hopkins,  Bart,  aod 
Mr.  Wal(h  of  Oatlands,  near  Drogheda,  who  all  bred 
from  Mr.  Lowther's,  and  Mr.  White's  ftrain ;  tl^e 
Rev.  Mungo  Noble,  aad  John  Young,  Efq.  who 
bred  from  Mr.  Waller's  flock ;  .Mr.  Keating  of  Kells, 
Mr.  James  KcUett  of  Fordftown,  William  Garnett  of 
Kells,  Efq.  and  fbme  few  more  in  that  neighbotMrhood, 
who  bred  from  the  late  Earl  of  Beftive's  5  Mr.  David 
Thompfon  of  Oatlands,  and  Mr.  Henry  Garnett,  with 
fome  others,  who  bred  from  the  late  Bi(hop  of  Af^ath's 
ftock. 

At  the  fairs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  theie  feveral 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  bullock  calves  from  nine  to 
twelve  months  old,  of  this  original  breed,  fell  from  four 
to  iix^  guineas  each,  and  thofe  heifer  calves,  not  reared 
by  the  owners,  fell  at  different  prices  according  to  the 
fancy  of  the  purchafer.  Mr.  Waller  fold  the  two  year 
old  heifers,  which  he  did  not  like  to  keep,  this  laft 
year  for  twenty  guineas  each.  The  Rev.  Mungo  Noble 
never  fold  any  heifers  of  his  breed  for  Iqf^  than  twenty 
guineas  each. 

The  greateft  advaptage  arifes  to  fociety,  from  thi» 
dilperfion  of  improved  breeds  through  the  country.  It 
is  thus,  and  thus  only,  that  the  breed  of  cattle  can  be 
generally  improved  j  to  think  of  effecting  a  thorough 
improvement  at  once,  is  a  ridiculous  idea.  When  a 
gentleman's  ftock  is  goodjr  his  tenant's  (lock  wUl  la 

time 
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time  be  good  alfo,  and  I  may  fafely  aver,  that  from  the 
latroduftioa  of  good  bulls,  and  the  encouragement 
given  through  the  medium  of  high  prices  for  good 
calves,  the  general  ftock  of  the  cpunty  is  now  one- 
fourth  better,  than  it  was  ten  or  twelve  years  ago. 
One  proof  of  the  above  aflerdon  is,  that  the  cow,  which 
got  the  premium  at  the  Ihew  of  cattle  laft  November, 
'  was  bred  by  a  poor  man  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ath- 
boy,  from  fome  of  the  improved  breeds  of  the  place, 
and  fold  to  Mr.  Martly,  who  fed  her  on*  grafs  only ; 
fhe  was'confidered  a  great  beauty,  and  was  allowed  by 
all  the  judges  to  have  put  the  flefh  upon  the  beft  points, 
a  confideration  defervedly  of  the  greateft  weight  with 
breeders  of  ftock.  The  principal  poflcflbrs  of  the  mo- 
dern Improved  ftock  are,  Henry  Garnett  of  Green- 
park,  John  Fain  Garnett  of  Archall,  and  Samuel  Gar- 
nett, jun.  of  Summerfeat,  EfqVs.  who  have  been  at 
confiderabk  expence  in  purchafing  cattle,  that  were  im- 
ported, and  fome  bred  from  imported  cattle;  and  John 
Pollock  of  Mountainftown,  Efq.  who  has  fbme  very 
fine  cows,  and  a  bull  of  the  late  Sir  John  ParnelFs 
breed.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  the  cattle  and 
their  prices,  and  to  give  prints  of  fome  of  the  moft  fii- 
perior  of  them,  that  have  been  brought  into  the  coun- 
ty by  the  different  breeders  of  modern  improved  ftock, 
as  the  names  and  pedigrees  of  them  are  familiar  to  al- 
moft  every  judge  of  fuch  in  the  kingdom,  and  their 
form  to  many;  fome  of  them  wer^  exhibited  at  the 

general 
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general  meeting  of  the  Farming  Sodtty  in  Dublin,  in 
NoTcmber  i8ox. 

Mr.  Jacob's  Stoct. 

Lady,  a  three  year  old  heifer,  whofe  calf,  a 
bull,  fold  at  five  months  old  for  forty- 
two  guineas,  bought  by  MefTrs.  Garnetts,  75     i     6 
Grace,  an  aged  cow,       -        -        do.        35     5.    3 
Gracious,  two  years  old,         -        do«        54  12    o 
White  back  two  penny,  four  years  old,  in 
calf,  bought  by  Mr.  Yoijng,  and  fold  by 
hhn  to  Mr.  Garnett  at  a  confidcrable 
profit,  *        -        -        -        - 

Languifh,  aged,  in  calf,  -        do. 

Cherry  Langulfh,  -        «        do. 

A  yearling  heifer,  -        -        do. 

Thais,  three  year  old,  in  calf,  bought  by 

Mr.  Waller,  -        .        -        . 

Loop  Languifh,  aged,     -        -        do. 

Stock  bought  at  Mr.  Wynne's  auBion. 
Painted  Lady,  confidered  one  of  the  beft 
imported  into  Ireland,  by  MefTrs.  Gar- 
netts, -        -        -        -        -10256 
Charmer,  bred  by  the  late  Bifhop  of  Meath, 
and  fdd  to  Mr.  Wynne  by  Mr.  David 
Thompfon,  -        -        -        -        41   19    9 
Strawberry,    a    cow    imported    by    Mr. 
Wynne,  bought  by  Mr.  Henry  Garnett,  $6  l^    6 

The 
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The  khove  are  priddpaHjr  dF  the*  new  Lciccftci'- 
breed.  Guftavus  Lambart,  Efq.  has' imported  ibmo 
Hereford  and  Devonfliirc  cow?  lately  j  I  ha^c  not 
beard  their  price;  his,  I  imagine^  are  the  only  Here- 
fords  in  the  county.  This  iniportation  of  cows,'  and 
the  hiring  of  good  bulls,  is  greatly  the  rage  at  prefent, 
tfAd  \s  likely  to  anfwer  well.  Lord  Conyngham  has 
hired  one,  for  Which,  I  am  told,  he  gives  Mr.  Aftley 
otc  hundred  guineas  for  the  feafon,  and  limits  him  to 
z  certain  ni/mber  of  cows;  he  lets  him  at  ten  guineas 
per  cow.  Sir  Marcus  SomerVille  imported  a  Hereford 
bull,  and  two  beautiful  cows  in  calf.  Thomas  Roth- 
irell  and  Henry  Garnett,  Efq'rs.  have  alfo  hired  one 
from  Mr.  AfUey,  laft  ^ear,  and  let  him  out  at  three 
^ineas  per  coW. 

' '  The  objefts  in  breeding  bfack  cattle  are  two-fold, 
beef  and  milk;  and  thofe,  that  can  unife  them  both  in 
file  greateft  degree,  may  be  faid  to  have  arrived  at  the 
rfefideratum  of  breeding  neat  cattle.  Thofe,  who  breed 
for  beef,  look  to  the  kind,  that  grow  to  the  greateft 
weight,  and  that  have  the  greateft  propenfity  to  fatten 
on  the  fmalkft  quantity  of  food,  and  at  the  earlkft 
lige;  and  they,  who  breed  for  milk,  look  not  for  thofe, 
that  will  give  the  greateft  quantity.  Though  the  Hol- 
dernefs  breed  yiild  the  greateft  quantity  of  milk,  yet 
the  fmaller  breed,  fuch  as  the  Devon  and  Hereford 
kinds,  product  th«  greateft  quantity  of  butter^  and  the 
v^     -     .  latter 
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latter  will  thrive  with  keep,  ,on  which  the  former 
woyld  ftarve. 

It  is  generally  imaged,  that  thefe  properties,  of  fat- 
tening and  milking,  cannot  be  united  in  a  great  degree; 
that  thofe  co^,  which  have  thk  greateft  propenfity  trf 
fatten,  not  only  gll^elthe  leaft  milk  when  in  the- dairy, 
but  alfo  go  fooneft  dry,  is  an  acknowledged  faft.  Let 
the  fhape  of  a  black  beaft  be  what  it  may,  it  is  an 
abfurd  idea  to  foi)pofe,  that  it  will  fatten  on  a  bad  foil  i 
the  ihape  may,  in  a  great  meafnre,  contribute  towards 
fattening  a  beaft  on  a  fmall  quantity  of  food,  but  then 
that  food  mnft  be  good ;  and,  to  be  poflcffed  of  a  good 
ftr^n  of  cattle,  we  muft  be  firft  pofleflcd  of  good 
ieeep ;  from  whence  It  follows,  that  the  ftock  of  a 
country  muft  be  always  adapted  to  its  foil. 

I  cannot  do  greater  juftlce  to  the  fubjeft  under  con- 
sideration, than  to  lay  before  the  public  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived from  Samuel  Gdrnett,  Jun.  Efq.  in  anfwer  to 
my  queries  under  this  head,  and  with  it  I  fhali  con- 
clude this  fubjed):. 

Summer/eat^  March  26,  1802. 
SIR, 

As  you  have  exprefTed  a  defire,  that  I  ftiQuId 
ftate  to  you  my  opinion  of  the  improved  breed  pf  long- 
horned  cattle,  and  the  motives,  which  induced  my 
brother  and  me  to  purchafe  ifome  individuals  of  them 
at  a  very  high  rate,  I  cannot,  in  juftlce  to  the  very  ufe- 
\         ^  fttl 
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ful  work,  in  which  you  are  engaged,  refuie  my  mke  of 
informatioii  to  the  beft  of  my  ability. 

From  all  that  I  have  feen,  heard,  and  read  of  this 
breed,  they  have  a  peculiar  tendency  to  fatten  at  an 
early  age,  which  muft  recommend  them  to  the  grazier^ 
and  to  put  up  fle(h  of  the  fineft  grain,  and  of  the  beft 
quality,  which  (hould  recommend  them  equally  to  the 
confumer,  who,  on  account  of  the  extreme  finenefs  of 
their  bone,  obt^uns,  from  a  given  weight,  a  much 
greater  quandty  of  animal  food  frOm  thefe,  than  from 
large-boned  animals.    To  fumifh  more  meat,  of  a  bet- 
ter fort,  and  at  an  earlier  period,  from  a  g^ven  quan- 
tSxy:  of  food,  conftitutes  the  chief  merit  of  the  improve<i 
breed,  and  their  fuperiority  over  other  varieties ;  this 
effeft  is  produced,  not  only  from  their  being  quick 
feeders,  but  alfo  from  the  formation  of  the  animal,  in 
which  the  ufeful  and  valuable  parts  predominate,  and 
thofe,  which  are  unprofitable,  are  comparatively  lighter 
than  in  any  other  breed.    I  am  not  myfelf  anatonuft 
enough  to  explain  to  you,  how  the  quality  of  the  fiefh 
depends  on  the  formation  of  the  animal;  but  thofe,  who 
arc,  could,  I  believe,  fatisfy  you  minutely,  of  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  cafe,  that  in  proportion  to  the  bone 
is  the  mufcle,  and  in  proportion  to  the  mufde  is  the 
grain  of  the  meat;  that,  therefore,  if  the  bone  is  heavy, 
the  grain  muft  be  coarfe :  but  this  breed  is  peculiarly 
marked  by  an  extreme  neatnefs  of  bone,  and  by  an 
exemption  from  all  mufcular  coarfenefs.  Some  perfons, 

accuftomed 
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accuftomed  to  the  very  largfl  cattle,  which  this  county 
and  other  rich  paftures  are  capable  of  £ee^g^  haye* 
objefted  to  the  moderate  fizc  of.  the  improved  breeds 
but,  I  think,  unjuftly,  frona  the  above  prindpie ;  and ' 
even  were  the  individuals  of  it  never  to  exceed  fix . 
hundred  weight,  I  don't  know. whether  it  might  not. 
be  a  very  ufeful  fize  for  many  parts  of  Ireland ;  but  • 
diminudvenefs  is  by  no  means  the  cbarafter  of  the , 
breed ;  even  thofe  heifers  of  ours,  which  you  faw» 
fmall  as  they  appear.  Will  fatten  to  more  than  fix  hua^ 
dred  weight ;  and  the  cow  we  pointed  Out  to  you,  at 
having  coft  upwards  of  a  hundred  pounds,  would 
come  to  nine  or  ten  hundred  weight  at  lea(l>  combin- 
ing, as  (he  does,  both  fize  and  neatnefs;  for  tbi9  latter 
quality  feems  to  be  the  ground-work  of  thrifiinefs  bk 
their  blood.  Wherever  you  find  ileatoefs,  yqu  are  fure^ 
to  find  condition,  be  the  fize  what  it  may.j  thi^  I  (lave 
lately  had  an  opportunity  of  remarking,'  in  my  obfer** 
vation  of  a  very  extenfive  ftock,  coofifting  of  thirty-two. 
cows  of  the  highcft  blood,  imported  from  Leicefler- 
fhire  by  fome  friends  of  mine,   who  are  joined   in 
breeding  long-horned  bulls,  for  hire.    In  fo  nuaxerous 
a  flock,  the  fize  muft  naturally  vary,  and  I  obfervcd 
that,  in   general,  both  large  and  fmall  were  in  the 
higheft  condition,  on  the  fame  keep,  and  that  by  no 
means  fuch  as  this  county  affords*     I  had  alfo  an  op- 
portunity of  having  feen  how  this  blood  turn  out  as 
dairy  cows,  from  an  accurate  regiftry  of  one  of  the 
^  gentlemen 
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gentlefnen  I  hriTe  mendoned,  by  which  it  appears,  that 
the  milk  of  each  cow  averaged  Qineteen  quarts  a  day. 
The  probability  is>  that  their  extreme  tendency  to  put 
tip  fleflt  may  occafioD  their  going  dry  fomething  fooner 
than  a  big  uothrifty  kiod^  but  while  they  do  give 
cdiik^  It  ^ms  tQ  be  in  as  great  quantity  us  In  any  com- 
mon dairy,  and  I  underftand  that  it  is  certainly  gf  a 
richer  quality^  But  thi*  tendency  to  go  dry  early  in  the 
feafon  I  conceive  to  be  of  the  greatcft  advantage  v  the 
cows  are  dried  off  at  the  end  of  autumn  in  a  few  days, 
without  trouble  or  riik  -,  if  well  fed,  they  will  be  fit 
for  the  butcher  in  a  fhort  time,  and,  if  kept  for  breeds 
ere  in  condition  to  nourini  their  calves  while  carrying 
them,  and  to  have  a  plentiful  flow  of  milk  for  them 
when  dropped.  The  extraordinary  improvement  of  a 
young  buU,  imported  by  the  fame  gentlemen,  ftruck 
me  very  forcibly  5  he  was  at  iirft  thought  but  little  of 
by  thofe,  who  were  unverfed  in  blooded  ftock;  but 
he  is  now  fpread  into  the  greateft  fymmetry  and  beau- 
ty. I  have  viewed  the  drop  of  calves  from  him,  of  laft 
year,  and  the  beginning  of  this,  and  the  drop  of  the 
year  before  from  his  ftre,  who  flands  in  Leicefterfliire 
(Aflley's  Shakefpear),  all  interefting  to  a  breeder,  and 
confirming  me  the  more  in  my  opinion  of  the  fuperior 
excellence  of  the  improved  breed.  I  have  now,  Sir^ 
in  giving  you  my  candid  opinion  of  this  breed,  al& 
gtven  you  my  motives  for  purchafing  iodividiials  of  it, 
{ft  a  rate  which  kemsd  to  (iirprife  yoo.    My  brother 

and 
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and  1  were  educated  ia  the  old  f^bco/,  and  do  not  reBn- 
quifli  its  tenets  from  falhion  or  caprice,  bot  from^ 
thorough  conviftion  of  the  private  advantage,  and 
public  benefit,  that  muft  accrue  froria  breeding  and 
cUfleminating  a  fpedes  cff  ftock  fo  vaUuable  *a8  that^ 
which  is  the  fubjeft  of  this  letter. 

I  have  acceded  to  your  requeft,  in  Vridng  yon  my 
fentiments  j  I  fear  they  are  In  too  uniigefted  a  form 
for  your  publication,  but  If  they  can  bfe  ufeful  in  any 
way,  it  will  afford  much  fatisfa£Hon  to. 

Your  ever  truly, 

S.  GAkNETT,  JuN. 


Sect.  2.    Sheep. 

The  breeding  of  (heep  is  not  as  cxtenfively  followed 
in  this  country,  as  the  breeding  of  black  cattle,  and^ 
exeept  in  a  few  inftances,  has  not  been  praAifedj  as 
the  rearing  lambs  for  Dublin  market,  having  been 
found  far  more  beneficial,  brings  a  much  quicker  re- 
turn, and  is,  confequently,  to  the  generality  of  farmers 
and  graziers  moft  advantageous ;  but  this  praAice 
having  been  already  mentioned  under  the  title  Feedings 
we  ftiall  not  dwell  longer  on  that  fubjeft. 

Weight  was  almoft  the  only  objeft  of  confideratioa 

with    the  breeders  of  iheep,  until  within  a  few  years 

X  z  back) 
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back ;  and  the  perfon,  who  could  bring  his  (lock  to 
the  grcateft  fize,  was  confidered  to  have  the  beft  lund, 
with  little  or  no  regard  to  the  fhape,  or  difpofition  to 
fattening,  that  .they  might  poflefs,  or  to  the  neceffary 
age,  at  which  they  were  to  arrive,  before  they  could 
be  fit  for  market,  which  in  moft  inflances  was  four 
years,  at  which  dme,  however,  they  weighed  from 
thirty  to  forty  pounds  per  quarter.  Clofe  breeding,  or, 
as  it  is  called  in  England,  breeding  in  and  in,  was  then 
deemed  a  bad  praAice,  as  it  was  confidered  to  diminifh 
the  fize,  and  make  the  animal,  fo  bred,  more  weakly 
in  its  conflitution,  than  if  a  different  mode  was  purfued. 

Although  this  was  heretofore  the  prevailing  Idea, 
yet  the  experience  of  latter  times  (hews,  that  an  oppo* 
lite  courfe  fhould  be  followed.  It  now  feems  to  be  a 
well  founded  opinion,  that  all  animals,  intended  for 
flaughter,  ftiould  be  bred  as  clofely  as  poflible ;  except 
A  crofs  from  a  breed  poffefling  the  qualities  likely  to 
fatten  more  eafily,  and  at  an  earlier  age,  can  be  pro- 
cured, in  which  cafe  it  is  advifeable,  but  not  elfej  at  the 
fame  time  it  muft  be  underftood,  that  all  animals,  re« 
quiring  mettle  and  fpirit,  fliould  be  bred  widely,  be- 
caufe,  if  bred  too  clofely,  that  aftivity  and  fpunk,  ne- 
ceffary to  their  perfeftion,  will  be  diminifhed. 

It  is  very  vifible  to  thofe,  who  breed  hounds,  fet- 
ting-dogs,  or  game-cocks,  that  clofe  breeding  renders 
them  much  lefs  mettlefome  than  they  would  be,  if  bred 
more  widely.    I  have  been  affured  by  a  gentleman^ 

^  who 
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who  has  bred  game-cocks  as  extenfively  as  moft  men, 
and  who  was  deemed  to  have  as  good  kinds  as  any 
other,  that  cocks,  bred  too  clofely,  became  fulky  and 
ftupid,  would  not  fight,  and  yet,  from  their  true  met- 
tle, would  (land  to  be  cut  to  death  by  their  antagonifls. 
The  fame  gentleman  kept  one  of  the  beft  packs  of  fox- 
hounds in  the  kingdom,  and  he  fays,  the  want  of  met- 
tle was  invariably  the  confequence  of  bfeeding  them 
too  clofely;  from  which  it  follows,  that  the  more 
clofely  all  kinds  of  animals  are  bred,  the  more  fluggifti 
and  inert  they  become,  and,  confequently,  the  more 
likely  to  feed  quickly ;  as  there  is  not  any  thing  tends 
more  to  the  fattening  a  beaft,  than  quiet  and  content- 
ment, fo  there  is  nothing  prevents  their  thriving  more 
than  wildnefs  or  timidity ;  and  this  muft  be  confidered 
as  one  caufe,  why  pet  fheep  fatten  fo  much  more 
quickly,  than  thofe  reared  on  their  mothers. 

It  is  afferted  by  fome,  that,  let  a  man's  ftock  be 
what  it  may,  he  can,  in  time,  bring  it  to  the  greateft 
degree  of  perfe6lion,  in  point  of  early  fattening,  and 
fine  bone,  by  clofe  breeding,  even  amongft  his  own 
flock,  a  proper  feleAion  of  males  and  females,  and 
judicioufly  crofling  them  amongft  each  other,  thus 
counteracting  the  defeAs  of  each.  It  is  well  known, 
that  it  was  by  tHefe  means  the  late  Mr.  Bakewell 
brought  his  ftock  of  all  kinds  to  the  unrivalled  per- 
fection, which  they  attained. 

Thofe, 
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Thofe,  who  have  pai4  any  attcation  to  the  breed  of 
their  (hecp,  have  l^rQUght  them  to  ^  coafiderable  fize  j 
yet  many  of  thofe,  who  heretofore  made  fize  their 
ftudy,  now  fiad  they,  have  been  in  error,  and  hav€| 
within  thefe  three  or  four  years  back,  been  in  the  ha« 
bit  of  hiring  ranw  of  the  new  Leicefter  breed ;  and 
fqinf  of  them  have  parted  with  their  old  (lock  of  ewca 
altogether  to  pezfons  who,  anxious  to  procure  what 
tjiey  think  good  ftock,  have  purchafed  the  culls  of  the 
old  breeders  with  the  greateft  avidity, 

Richard  Rothwell,  Efq.  has  gone  to  confiderable 
eacpence,  in  bringing  from  England  rams  and  ewes  of 
the  new  LeiceAer  breed.  He  lets  his  beft  rams  at  one 
guinea  each  ewe,  and  he  this  year  (1802)  purpofes  let- 
ting his  yqung  rams  for  the  fcafon.  Thofe  he  poflefTes 
are  the  beft. of  the  kind  as  yet  imported  into  this  coun- 
ty ;  prints  of  a  few  of  thena  accompany  this  Repprt. 
Lord  Conynghami  Thomas  Rothwell,  Efq.  of  Rock- 
field,  and  Gu(lavus  Lambart,  of  Beauparc,  Efq.  have 
each  imported  fome  of  the  fame  breed.  George  Lucas 
Ni^nt,  Efq.  has  bred  from  imported  rams ;  his  ftoc^ 
^re  very  fine,  con^hining  weight  and  quick  feeding. 
Br^azon  Morris,  Efq,  and  his  brother,  William  have 
had,  for  thefe  many  y^rs,  the  beft  breeds  in  the  coun- 
try •,  their  fheep  grew  to  an  ipmenfe  weight,  and  were 
eafily  itA  for  their  Jize\  they  have,  however,  in  fome 
degree,  altered  their  fyftem  lately,  by  crofling  with  the 
new  Leicefter,  and  Mr.  Brabazon  Morris  has  now  four 

hundred 
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knndred  ewes,  of  the  eioA^  ia  lamb  by  itamt^  almoft 
^orough-bred  Leicefter a* 

Somr  years  iiace,  be  imported  fome  Spam(h  flieepi 
to  mead  the  wool  of  the  bom6-bre4  flock,  wbtdx  ho 
at  tifat  time  thought  was  getdsg  rather  coarfe.    In  thia 
be  has  focceeded  tolerably  well  i  yet  he  found,  that  tbd 
propenfity  to  fatten  early,  and  the  produftion  of  fin^ 
wool,  are  incompatible  in  the  fame  breed ;  but  in  a 
Gourie,  as  clofely  as  it  i&  poffible  to  unite  them,  he  hai 
endeavoured  to  proceed.    Since,  then,  thefe  two  ad»> 
vantages  cannot  be  united  in  the  fame  animal,  it  be- 
comes a  queftion,  which  of  the  two  is  moft  beneficial 
to  fociety?  There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  quick 
feeder  is  the  moft  profitable  to  the  grazier,  and,. it  may 
be  prcfumed,  to  the  ccmfumer  alio,  as  the  quidceft 
fteder  has  generally  the  fmalleft  bone.    But  widi  the 
breeder,  who  has  the  wool  for  three  ^hearings,  it  if 
another  cafe;  the  queftion  then  is,  whether  the  finenelf 
of  the  ftaple  may  not,  m  fome  degree,  cbmpenfate  for 
the  additional  year's  keep,  as  the  fioe^woolled  fiieep 
muft  be  invariably  kept  until  three  years  odd,  whilil 
the  coarfe^wooUed  on^  is  fold  fat  at  two. 

It  feemed  to  be  decidedly  the  opinion  of  the  mem« 
bers  of;  the  Fanmng  Sodety,  at  th^r  general  meeting 
in  BalUnafloe,  laft  Oftober,  when  Mr.  Morris  pro* 
duced  the  famples  of  wool,  and  {hewed  thehr  different 
degrees  of  coarfends,  in  proportion  as  they  were  re» 
moved  from  the  Spaniih,  and  partook  of  %hc  XiOceftcf 
^  bre^ 
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breed,— «Thsit  with  the  grariers,  or  even  breeders  of 
this  country,  wool  ought  to  be  a  confideration  but  of  a 
fecondary  nature ;  that  the  new  Leicefter  breed  pro- 
dace  good  ebm&ing  wool,  and  that  the  flieep  of  more 
motmtainoas  dlftrlAs  would,  of  necefiitj,  produce  a 
fiiiflidenGy  of  fine  carding  wool,  the  Leicefter  not  being 
foffidently  bardy  for  fiich  fituations.  That  the  Idnd 
of  flieep  moft  beneficial  to  fociety  is  that,  which  lays 
great  flefh  upon  fmall  bones,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
preferred,  wherever  the  nature  of  the  foil  will  admit.'* 
Mr.  Dempfey,  of  Kells,  has  alfo  a  very  large  breed 
of  flieep ;  he  has,  for  thefc  many  years,  got  good 
]price8  for  his  rams,  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  lambs 
for  the  famrket.  Mr.  Keating,  Mr.  Barnwall,  and  many 
btherfi^,  have  alfo  been  in  the  habit  of  breeding  rams 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  but  none  of  them  to  the  extent,' 
or  of  fo  valuable  a  kind,  as  thofe  bred  by  Mr.  Morri^ 
and  Mr.  Dempfey. 

T  In  breeding  lambs  for  Dublin  market,  very  little 
pains  are  taken,  further  than  to  produce  a  ftrong^ 
large  kind ;  for  which  rcafon  three  rams  are  generally 
put  to  every  hundred  ewes,  and  never  lefs  than  two.  I 
ftiould  imagine,  that  the  new  Leicefter  rams  would  be 
the  moft  profitable  kind  to  put  to  ewes,  to  procure 
market  lambs,  as  this  breed  invariably  fatten  earlier 
than  thofe  of  the  other  kinds  ;  and  I  know  an  inftance 
0f  one  ram  being  given  to  1 16  ewes,  all  of  which,  ex- 
cept two,  had  lambs,  and  many,  had  twins,   which 

fpacki  for  their  being  good  riders. 

If 
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- '  If  the  grazier  can  procure  early  pafture,  he  wiflietf 
his  lamSs  to  make  their  appearance  as  foon  as  pof&ble, 
the  priccf  being  proportionate  to^he  feafon  he  is  enabled 
to  fell  them  in;  but  if  he  be  not  prepared  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  rich  nourifhing  food  for  the  ewes^ 
for  Ibme  time  before,  and  fliortly  after  yeaning,  the 
lambs  become  ftunted  and  ill  thriven,  from  a  lackage 
of  milk,  after  which  it  is  difficult  to  fatten  them;  be 
therefore  poftpones  his  lanibing  time,  to  the  feafon  he 
is  likely  to  have  fufGcient  food* 

Ewes  go  five  months  with  young,  and  the  fatter 
they  are  at  the  time  of  admitting  the  ram,  the  more 
likely  they  are  to  produce  twins;  for  which  reafbn, 
the  breeders  of  running  (lock  have  their  ewes  at  that 
feafon  as  fat  as  poflible;  thbfe,  who  breed  for  Dublin 
market,  have  fize  and  ftrength  more  at  heart,  and  of 
courfe  prefer  fingle  lambs. 

I  (hall  (Conclude  this  part  of  the  fubjefl  whh  inlert- 
jng  a  letter  I  received  from  Brabazon  Morris,  Efq* 

Tanhard/lown^  Aug.  14/A,  1802. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

At  your  requeft,  I  fit  down  to  give  you  what  infor- 
mation I  can  upon  the  fubjeA  of  (heep  breeding,  in 
order  to  which,  I  think  it  necefiary  to  take  you  back 
near  fifty  years  (to  mention  the  origin  of  the  (lock, 
which.  I  have  bred  from,  and  croflTed  upon),  at  which 
time  my  father  was  in  the  poiTefiion  of  the  then  beft 

known 
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kMivfi  boe^i  broag^it  firpmEoglwd:  b](  t)i«  I$te  Gr^tie.- 
lal  Lambert^  at  a  dme  vrhea  tbfife*  wa^  a  (knSt  proU* 
fion  f nxB.  exportiiq;  aey.  6tMr  tke  Britiflt  ports*  Of  4 
wunber  of  thk  bresd^  m  I  faid  befiore,  «y  father  wa» 
podfeflTedjr  which,  he  afterwards'  eroffi^  with  fo«ie  of 
the  late  General  91tthe*$.  breed,  ii^hich  were  aUb  iow 
pQftedy  and  were  the  largeft  breed  erer  koowa  in  Ir4k 
knd,  and  geoer ally  ^n^g^ed,  at  between  fonr  aikl  five 
years  old,  upwards  of  501b.  per  quarter,  and  one  in 
particular  weighed  561b.  Thefe  iheep  of  General 
BUthe's  were  the  famer  as  the  late  Mr.  Bakewell  bred 
fipon,  who  was  in  the  common  ^ror  at  that  timei  oC 
Making  fiae  Us  prindpal  ftudy;  but  to  htm  is  due  the 
nerit  of  being  the  firft  to  fee  the  advantage  of  doling 
die  points,  and  facrifidng  fize,  in  fbmfi  deg^ec^  to  tbt 
Ibperior  advantages  of  darly  and  qnick  feeding? 

When  I  came  of  age,  fome  of  this  large  breed  re-» 
ttsmd  in  my  fanuly^  and  I  had  the  good  fortime  to 
procfire  oiie  hundred  ewes  at  Mr.  Blitbe's  an^Uoa;  with 
this  ftock  I  commenced  fbeep-breeder,  and  with  fom^ ' 
pains  and  attention  to  the  oroiCngs,  I  clofed  them  very 
much;  and  though  I  reduced  them  in  weight,  yet  they 
fsittened  earlier,  and  were,  upon,  the  whole,  a  more 
profitable  kind. 

My  firft  deyiatioi^  from  this  large  breed  arofe  from 
my  croffing  with  Mr.  Daly's  Iheep,  provincially  termed 
the  Hack-facesi  this  I  did  for  two  or  three  years,  and  it 
injured  my  ftock  fo  materially,  that  it  required  Ibme 

years 
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y^rs:  t0  hting  thfesi  ba^k  to  Adr  or^oal  fize  aad 

I  have  been  long  of  opinion,  that  to  clofe  the  pdots 
pf  myflxeep  was  r^otfitei  and,  froti?that;coiivi^ion, 
haVe  b«m  in  the  habit,  for  more  thau'fiFe  years  back» 
of  MrtQg  liew  Ldcefter  mms^  and  crdfSng  them  with 
the  clofeft  of  my  ewes)  but  in  a  ftock  fb  nnmefous^^aa 
vmt,  (I-  keep  ^op  breeding  e^vcd)  it  required  fomc 
time  to  efFeft  my  pui'pofe,  yet  I  think  I  may  fafoly  fay^ 
that  I  have  now  efit£led  it,  to  the  utmoit  exten^of  my 
vtiihes. 

Als  to  my  opinion  on  the  fubjeA,  I  u411  candidly  aci» 
knowledge  tha^  thovgh  I  bow  to  the  tafte  and  rage  of 
the  times,  in  falling  into  the  thorough  Ldcefter  brecdt 
yet  I  think  a  Ihort  time  will  ferve  to  convince  the  pub- 
lic of  the  neceffity  of  retaining  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  native  blood,  to  fumi(h  a  quantity  of  lean,  in  pro* 
portidn  to  the  fat,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  at. 
prefent;  and  as  the  Iheep,  by  his  growth  and  wool, 
(which  in  the  thorough  bred  Leicefter  (heep  i»  not, 
either  in  quantity  or  quality,  equal  to  the  native  breed) 
will  amply  compenfate  the  grazier  for  any  little  addi- 
tional time,  which  he  may  take  to  fatten  him,  the  lofs 
willnot  be  any  thing*  I  th'mk  a  breed  of  ftieep,  com- 
pdfed  of  two  parts  Leicefter  and  one  part  native,  is 
the  kind,  that  will  be  moft  to  the  public  tafte,  and  to 
the  profit  of  the  grazier,  as  they  are  much  more  hardy, 
and  do  not  require  fo  much  flielter,  nor  to  be  fo  highly 

fed 
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fed  in  winter^  as  the  thorough  breed,  and  that  it  is  the 
breed,  that  will  be  adopted,  when  the.prefent  rage 
fubfides  a  little. 

As  to  the  breed  mod  fit  to  produce  market  lambs, 
I  think,  a  ram  poflef&ng  two  thirds  of  the  Ldc^er 
blood  is  the  beft  to  crofs  with  the  Connanght  ewe,  as 
the  lamb  will  be  early,  and  eafily  fatted;  and^firom 
having  fo  much  of  the  native  blood  in  him,  he  will  be 
more  hardy  than  if  thorooigh  bred. 

Leic4fter  ewes  are  fnbjeft  to  get  too  fat  whilft  in 
lamb,  and  if  they  are  fuffered  to  fall  away  in  the  fmall- 
eft  degree,  they  are  apt  to  flip  their  lamb,  which  at 
beft,  when  very  young,  is  but  a  tender,  delicate,  and 
diminutive  animaL 

Thus  I  have,  in  compliance  with  your  requeft, 
given  you  my  fentiments  on  the  fubjed  of  flieep-breed« 
ing,  and  though  I  know  they  will  be  combated  by 
miny,  yet  every  man  has  a  right  to  an  opinion,  and  this 
is  mine,  which  I  have  given  you  with  as  much  pleafure^ 
as  I  would  on  any  other  fubjeA  you  may  think  it  ne* 
ceiTary  to  confult  me  on. 

I  remain, 
dear  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient  humble  iervant,  &c 
BRAB.  MORRIS- 
To  Rokrt  Thompfiny  Efq.  Oatland. 

The 
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The  diforderS)  to  wluch  the  (beep  of  this  country  are 
moft  fubjeft,  are,  the  rot,  ihtfiab^fcald  in  the  clavi^fgoU 
tffty  VLuA^agger^i  and  the  ewes  are  fubjeft  to  red  water ^ 
when  they  grow  oW. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  the  rot^  is  attributed  to  different 
caofesy  fome  afTertmg,  that  it  is  in  confeqoence  of  feed- 
ing flieep  on  wet  bottom  land,  produAive  of  four'grafsj 
or  where,  from  damp,  the  grafs  has  but  a  flender  hold 
of  the  earth,  and  comes  up  by  the  root,  when  the 
iheep  plucks  it,  by  which  means  the  animal  cannot  help 
eating  a  certain  proportion  of  clay,  with  every  mouths 
fui  of  grafs;  whilft  others  attlribute  it  to  the  land,  on 
which  the  iheep  are  fed,  bdng  oyer-Aockcd,  and  the 
grafs  dirtied  by  their  tramping;  Some  think  it  is  cau& 
ed  by  the  wetnefs  of  the  fealbn,  (but  furely  this  cannot 
be  the  cafe,  elle  all  iheep  would  be  equally  aff:Aed  bj 
it)  and  others  by  the  mofs,  eaten  by  iheep  on  pailures, 
that  are  too  bare.  Let  what  will  be  the  cauie,  the  ef- 
feft  is  well  known  by  every  perlbn;  who  deals  in  iheep, 
and  dreaded  accordingly,  as  no  cure  has  as  yet  been 
difcovercd  but  the  butcher's  knifej  and  the  grazier,  who 
finds  he  has  the  misfortune  of  getting  a  rotten  lot  of 
flieep,  ought  immediately  to  difpofe  of  them  in  the  moft 
expeditious  mode  he  can,  as  the  firft  lofs  is  always  the 
beft.*    The  principal  fymptoms^  of  the  rot  arc,  black- 

nefs 

♦  In  the  year  1 797,  I  bought  one  hundred  ewes  in  Ballina- 
fioe,  for  which  I  gave  30/.  per  ewe,  and,  in  fome  time  after 

I  brought 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


3fS  STATISTICAL  SURVEY 

nefs  all  over  the  fkln^  the  kidneys  l^kj  the  wool  on 
their  backs  feeling  dead,  a  f welling  under  the  jau^s, 
a&d,  tpon  lifting  up  the  eye-lids,  the  fmaJl  veins  there 
fituated  appearing  quite  pale,  beiide  feveral  other  ap- 
pearances too  ntitoeroiis  to  infert.  I  have  heard  of  a 
lot  of  flieep  with  an  unfound  appearance,  fold  at  Bal- 
linafloe,  fubjeft  to  the  death,  that  is,  after  the  parded 
have  agreed  as  to  the  price,  the  buyer  challenges  tho 
rot,  and  kilh  the  Aieep  he  thinks  mofl  likely  to  be  tot<^ 
ten  J  If  upon  eTfamlning  its  liver  it  appears  to  be  uq^ 
found,  the  feller  lofes  the  flaughtered  flieep,  and  the 
bargain  is  null  and  void:  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  tho 
fheep  appears  found,  which  is  very  vifible  from  the 
ftate  of  the  liver,  the  bargain  {lands  good,  and  the 
tuTfer  fuffers  the  lofs  of  the  flaughtered  iheep.  Thia 
is,  I  think,  a  good  plaa  for  the  buyer. 

I£ 

I  brEmght  them  home,  I  found  they  were  aifie^ed  with  thft 
roti  bat  thinking  they  might  poflibly  rear  their  lambs*  I  kept 
ihem  until  February,  wliea  they  began  to  look  extremdy  ill  j 
I  then  drew  the  worfl  half  fcore,  which  I  fent  to  Dublia,  and 
fold  for  eight  fliillings  each,  and  the  week  following  I  Tent 
unother  half  fcore,  Hill  in  hopes  the  remainder  would  be  able 
to  fttd  their  lambs,  but  all  in  vain.  I  was  obliged  to  fend 
them  all  off,  except  one  fcore,  which  I  kept  for  experiment, 
and  they  averaged  7/.  per  ewe.  Tbofe  I  kept  reared  their 
lambs  badly,  and  then  died.  Had  I  fold  them  all  off  In 
Smithiteld,  when  I  firft  found  they  were  difeafed,  I  ihould 
have  comparatively  loll  but  little ;  even  though  I  had  fold 
them  for  what  I  afterwards  got  for  them,  when  considerably 
fallen  away,  I  wo\ild  have  ia^ed  their  keep  for  three  moaUi* 
atleaft*     R.T, 
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^  ftny  cure  cofdd  lie  detifedj  It  would  be  ^f  }iie(U^ 
moble  advttutage  to  the  kingdom;  f bough  f&aity  his^t 
attempted  it,  i  hvntkot  beatd  ^  any  p4»rfoii/wlio  4ui» 
ftteorcded.* 

The  'ibtfb  16  one  of  the  moft  trotibldbme  difeftfes  to 
cute,  to  *whidi  dicep  are  futsjeft,  mi  when  it  gets  to 
aftyconfideFaljae  height,  it  requires  ^e  firotigeft  pto- 
piratioa  Hf  tmtcmj  to  eradicate  iti  and  though  it  olteft 
appeirs  to  be  c^red,  jct  it  frequently  bre«l»  ottia  an- 
tMin  ftgs^ 

In  dM  notttfaof  Oftober,  1799, 1  bought  fome  6i»«a 
of  die  ne^  Leicefter  breed,  ^at  -were  very  (cabby,  and 
proceeded  to  cute  theta,  bot  found  It  4fflpofibie  whllft 
HHir  wool  wae  toiig^  fo  I  had  them  fhc^n,  and  very 
well  dr«ftd  thi^e  fimes  with  the  ftrongeft  kinds  e£ 
fi&eep-water}  ^ey  were  to  all  appearance  oared  at  thtt 
time  of  applying  the  laft  -drefling  before  November^ 
but  were  as  bad  as  ever  at  the  senftihig  ihearing  thno. 

In  May  following,  I  had  them  drefled  a  iocond  dme;, 
atftsr  (hearidg,  a^d  they  feemed  perfeftly  Welti  yet  m 
the  mooth  of  September  they  broke  out  again.  I  be* 
gm  to  ddpair  of  being  able  to  eradicate  the  oompUn^ 

and 

*  One  gentleman  propofedy  as  the  rot  \ira8  a  li?er  com* 
plaint,  to  rub  in  fome  mercurial  ointmeat  each  day,  as  a  cure. 
The  remedy  n  fo  fimple  tt  is  wordi  a  trial,  pad  one  circtifn* 
(famee  in  fappoift  of  the  opinion  ts,  that  fl^ep,  that  ha^e  bad 
the  fcaby  and  have  been  dreiled  for  it  with  ftrong  prepaitf 
tioQs  of  mercury,  are  feldom  or  never  cptteA. 
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^ad  was  about  to  part  with  them,  when  a  frieod  ad- 
▼ifed  me,  as  they  were  fo  good  a  breed,  to  try  to  cure : 
them  once  more,  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  me  a  form., 
of  compofition  for  fheep-water,  which  was  as  .follows : 
<<  Let  as  much  common  lalt  be  diflblved  in  water,  as 
the  water  is  capable  of  holding  in  folutiotf,  to  every 
gallon  of  which,  let  half  a  pound  of  good  leaf  tobai:co 
cut  fmall  and  pounded  with  ibme  of  the  w.a^r  be 
added;  to  every  gallon  of  the  .flieep -water,  let  one 
ounce  of  corrofive  fublimate  of  mercury,  and  half  an 
omtce  of  fal  ammoniac  diflblved  together  in.  about  a 
l&it  of  water,  be  added,  and  well  fhaken  every  dme  it 
is  uled.*'  I  tried  this,  which  cured  my  fiieep  effec- 
tually, nor  have  they  broken  out  fince  that  time*  In 
the  application,  the  flcin  ought  not  to  be  cut  with  a 
knife,  as  is  the  common  practice  with  fhepherds,  but 
merely  irritated  with  their  nails,  or  with  a  crooked 
iron,  and  the  water  thus  prepared  (hould  be  foaked 
into  the  fldn. 

It  often  happens,  that  (heep  under  cure  with  this 
water  take  a  complaint  in  their  bowels,  which  firft 
j^ppears  as  a  great  coftivenefs,  for  two  or  three 
days,  and  then  turns  to  a  lax,  which  carries  them  off 
in  a  very  few  days.  The  cure  for  this,  and  the  cure 
I  never  knew  to  fail,  is,  to  give  them  from  fix  to  twelve 
grains  of  ipecacuanha  in  a  little  new  milk,  when  the 
coftivenefs  firft  appears,  or  even  after  it  has  turned  to. 
i^Iax. 

For 
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For  the  fcald  ia  the  claw  (which  is  by  fome  confi* 
dered  contag^ous^  as  it  is  found  to  rage  in  one  flock  of 
fixeep,  and  not  in  another^  although  both  are  in  the 
tare  of  the  fame  fhephcrd)  blotter  of  antimony,  ground 
down  with  f\^eet  oil,  to  the  confidence  of  pafte,  and 
daily  rubbed  to  the  claw  whilft  the  lamenefs  continues^ 
has  been  Arongly  recommended.  The  remedy  mod 
commonly  ufed  by  the  (hepherds  of  this  country  is,  an 
equal  4tiantity  of  dcid  of  vitriol  and  vinegar  mixed  to- 
gether, and  laid  on  with  a  feather;  the  fheep  being 
kept  tied,  until  the  application  has  dried  on  the  foo|. 
This  difbrder  is  occafioned  by  long  grafs  in  the  month 
of  September  and  Oftobcr,  when  the  heavy  dews,  that 
fall  about  thofe  feafons,  keep  their  feet  continually  wet. 
The  fcald  feldom  originates  In  bare  pafture;  on  the 
contrary,  a  bare  pafture,  and  flubble  ground,  are  con- 
fidered  as  cures  for  the  difordef .  The  old  Irifli,  large, 
gummy  boned  (heep,  are  moft  fubjeA  to  this  com- 
{)Iaint. 

The  foot-rot  is  a  difeafe  fituated  in  the  hoof,  and  is 
generally  occafioned  by  negligence  in  the  ftiepherds,. 
in  not  keeping  them  properly  pared  j  thus  the  nail  be- 
comes too  long,  and  bends  under  the  fole  of  the  foot, 
cnclofing  dirt,  which  works  up,  as  gravel  in  horfes 
hoofs,  and  not  being  noticed  by  the  fliepherd  until  the 
fheep  becomes  lame,  it  becomes,  often  neceflary  to  take 
off  the  greateft  part  of  the  hoof,  before  the  dirt  and 
gravel  can  be  entirely  extraAed. 

Y  Although 
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Although  driving  iheep  long  jouroies  on  wet  hard 
roads  often  produces  this  difeafe,  yet,  in  nine  inftances 
in  ten»  it  ori^^ates  In  the  want  of  duly  paring  the  hoofs. 
Acid  of  vitriol,  rubbed  to  the  hoof  after  paring,  and 
keeping  the  (hcep  tied  until  it  dries,  is  confidered  the 
beft  cure;  but  frequent  exannnation  and  paring  of  their 
feet,  once  a  inonth  at  leaft,  is  deemed  the  beft  pre- 
ventive. 

The  ftaggers,  or  vettigo,'is  the  moft  tnfidious  com- 
plaint, to  which  Oic&p  are  fubjeA,  as  its  effefls  are  ib 
inftantaneous,  that  the  proprietor  is  often  unable  to 
turn  them  to  any  account.  When  iheep  and  lambs  are 
in  a  thriving  ftate,  they  are  moft  fubjeA  to  it;  in  ipring 
upon  clover,  and  in  winter  upon  turnips,  iheep  are 
moft  apt  to  be  feized  with  this  complaint,,  and  lambs 
when  the  milk  becomes  very  plenty.  Bleeding  is  faid 
to  be  a  prevention  of  the  difcafe,  though  I  never  have 
experienced  its  effedls  as  a  cure. 

The  red  water  is  a  difordcr  very  fatal  to  old  ewes, 
and  alfo  to  many  young  (heep,  if  fed  on  clover  j  gar- 
den parfley  is  faid,  by  a^ing  as  a  ftrong  diuretick,  to 
prevent  it,  though  it  fails  in  the  cure  when  the  difeale 
is  once  contraAed* 


Sect. 
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StCT.  3.     Horfes^  and  their  ufe  in  Hu/bandry^  compared 
with  Oxen. 

The  drailght-horfesj  which  are  moft  prized  ia  this 
country,  are  thofe,  that  are  light,  aftive,  and  ftoutly 
built,  fuch  as  are  bred  between  the  faddle  and  the 
waggon  kind.  As  the  machines,  generally  ufed  in  the 
carriage  of  goods,  are  light,  the  weight  of  a  horfe^ 
after  a  certain  fize,  is  thought  to  weary  him,  and  the 
quantity  of  food,  neceflary  for  his  maintenance,  be- 
comes a  matter  of  ferious  confideration.  The  gene- 
rality of  work-horfes,  however,  ftand  in  great  needi>f 
improvement,  and  it  is  often  ridiculous  to  fee  the 
wretched  animals  employed  by  many  of  our  farmery 
in  ploughing. 

Every  farmer,  holding  one  hundred  acres  and  up- 
wards, keeps  one  or  two  mares,  which  he  breeds  from, 
apd  works  to  within  about  a  fortnight  of  their  time 
for  dropping  the  foals ;  thefe  he  rears,  and,  in  the 
fpring  before  they  are  three  years  old,  he  either  fells 
them  in  the  halter,  or  works  them  in  his  own  team ; 
from  which  time,  to  the  day  of  their  death,  they  lead 
a  life  of  hardftiip,  and  often  of  ftarvation. 

Bad  feeding,  and  hard  working  in  their  youth,  pre- 
vents their  growing  to  the  fize  they  would  otherwife 

T  2  attain  $ 
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attain ;  and  bad  feeding  and  hard  working  keep  them 
in  a  ftate  of  wrctchednefs,  hardly  to  be  concdved. 

In  breeding  draught  cattle  by  gentlemen  and  far^ 
mers  poflei&ng  capital,  more  pains  are  taken ;  but  thea 
the  fcarcity  of  good  ftallions  is  very  great  j  the  nniver- 
(al  fault  among  them  being  the  want  of  carcafe,  in 
proportion  to  their  limbs. 

The  introduftion  of  a  large,  well-proportioned  ftal- 
lion  into  the  country,  would  be  a  good  (peculation;  2 
crofs  between  him  and  our  light  mares  would  produce 
the  kind  of  cattle  moft  in  repute  through  the  diftri£t» 
and  fitter  for  the  cars  and  carts  in  common  ufe,  than 
the  thorough-bred  waggon*horfe.  I  underftand  Lord 
Conyngham*  and  Guftavus  Lambart,  Efq.  have  each 
imported  good  ftalliotis,  which  they  ptfrpofe  letting 
out.  Thofe,  bred  for  the  road,  and  the  fports  of  the 
field,  are  not  to  be  furpafled  in  any  country.  Stallions 
of  the  bed  breeds  are  kept  in  different  parts  of  the 
county,  and  are  let  to  mares  at  from  one  to  five 
guineas  each. 

As  horles,  reared  in  mountainous  countries,  have  in^ 
variably  better  forehands  than  thofe,  reared  upon  level 
trails,  becaufe,  from  the  formation  of  the  animal,  he 
cannot,  with  convenience,  feed  from  ground  lower 

than 

♦  Lord  Conyngham  lets  his,  a  very  fine  horfe  of  the  Difh- 
ley  breed,  much  too  high  to  benefit  the  country,  which,  I  am 
convinced,  is  his  Lordfhip's  intention  in  keeping  him ;  few 
or  no  farmers  are  williDg  to  give  three  guineas  for  a  leap. 
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than  the  level  of  his  fore-feet,  of  courfe  he  muft  feed 
from  that  part  of  the  land,  which  is  immediately  above 
them,  fb  I  fhould  deem  it  a  good  praAice  for  breeders 
of  horfes  to  have  the  racks,  from  which  their  young 
cattle  feed,  (ituated  a  good  deal  above  their  heads ; 
by  ftretching  continually  to  it,  their  necks  will  be 
lengthened,  their  forehands  will  become  more  upright, 
and  their  fhoulders  gracefully  (loped  backwards  to  the 
(addle ;  the  pavement  alfp  (hould  be  foipewhat  higher 
under  their  forepart,  as,  by  this  method,  they  will  be 
prevented  from  having  eweruecks,  which  would  be  the 
ca(e  if  obliged  to  reach  their  food  from  an  eminence, 
when  their  hinder  parts  were  higher  than  thdr  fore. 

How  much  a  better  forehand  does  a  horfe  appear  to 
haire,  when  ftanding  with  his  head  up,  'than  he  does 
when  he  (lands  with  his  head  down  hill,  or  even  on 
level  ground  ?  If,  therefore,  all  young  animals  grow 
into  the  (hapes  they  are  generally  kept  in,  it  follows, 
that  thofe  horfes,  which  are  kept  in  proper  (hape 
when  young,  will  be  of  the  beft  (hape  yrhen  they 
grow  tip. 

.  In  the  army,  how  ereA  do  foldiers  become,  from 
bring  drilled  even  for  a  (hort  time? 

Next  to  early  working,  and  bad  feeding,  bad  break- 
ing is  to  be  complained  of.  In  this  branch,  there  is 
jiQt  any  pains  taken  by  the  generality  of  farmers  i  the 
moft  ufual  means  is,  when  the  horfe  is  three  years  old, 
10  put  him  in  the  harrow,  and,  if  fpirited,  work  him 

down; 
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down ;  if  fulky  or  ftabborn,  to  flog  him  umnerdftilly) 
often  about  the  head,  but  gentle  means  feldom  or 
never  are  tried.  By  this  treatment  the  horfe,  from  being 
flogged  for  not  doing  what  he  knew  not  how  to  do> 
becomes  fulky  and  vicious,  and  thus,  by  mifmanage* 
ment,  his  fine  fpirit  is  too  often  ruined,  when,  with 
proper  treatment,  the  noble  animal  would  willingly 
exert  every  nerve  and  finew  of  his  powerful  frame,  to 
ferve  his  matter.  It  is  but  kind  to  try  gentle  means 
with  young  horfes,  and  to  endeavour  to  coax  them  in- 
to their  bufinefs  before  feverity  is  praftifed.  If  gendc 
means  fail,  harlher  treatment  muft  be  tried,  but,  nine 
times  in  ten,  gentlenefs  fucceeds  better  than  roughneft 
ftnd  feverity. 

All  cattle  fliould,  however,  be  broken  to  draught  io 
winkers,  and  (hould  be  fpoken  to  before  they  are 
Aruck,  as  the  word  attention  is  ^ven  to  the  ndlitary, 
which  Jf  they  do  not  heed,  the  whip  may  with  pro- 
priety be  ufed.  They  fhould  be  always  ufed  to  one 
fet  of  words,  and,  if  poffible,  to  the  fame  voice  5  con- 
fufion  of  found  would  then  be  avoided,  than  which 
there  is  not  any  thing  more  detrimental  to  the  break- 
ing of  horfes. 

The  number  of  horfes,  kept  by  the  farmers  of  this 
diftrifV,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  every  ten  acres 
of  land  5  there  are  but  few  bullocks  kept  for  work, 
except  by  gentlemen  and  farmers,  who  unite  the  £f* 
ferent  branches  of  farming  and  grazing   together. 

Their 
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Their  inaptitude  to  perform  the  market  fcrvice  on  the 
hard  roads  of  this  country,  and  their  general  weaknefs 
ia  fpringy  excef)t  extremely  well  fed,  when  the  greateft 
exertion  of  ftrength  in  cattle  is  required  by  the  farmer, 
have  been  the  reafons,  affigned  to  me,  for  their  not 
being  employed  more  generally  throughout  the  country 
than  they  are ;  wherever  they  are  made  ufe  of,  they 
are  worked  in  collars  by  the  neck,  two  abreaft,  and 
four  or  fix  in  the  plough;  they  are  driven  without 
wbkers,  and,  in  mod  places,  inftead  of  a  neck-collar, 
a  twifted  ftraw  rope  is  ufed,  called  a  fuggariy  which, 
^though  rather  ofFenfive  to  the  eye,  is,  neverthelefs, 
as  fafe  and  eafy  to  the  beaft  as  a  collar,  and  much 
cheaper.  They  feldom  or  never  get  any  corn  to  eat,  ♦ 
and  are,  in  this  refpeft,  an  economical  animal  for  far- 
mers to  employ ;  they  are  kind  in  draught,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  generality  of  our  foils ;  they  are  broken 
in  the  winter,*  after  being  three  years  old,  and  are 
continued  in  the  work  for  three,  perhaps  four  or  five 
years,  during  the  firft  two  years  of  which  time,  if  well 
fed,  they  increafe  in  value,  and,  when  turned  out  to  be 
fatted,  take  to  the  grafs  remarkably  well.  When  it  is 
confidered,  however,  that  four  good  horfes  are  equal  in 
exertion  to  fix  bullocks,f  and  that,  if  the  farmer  is  not  a 

good 

*  Some  prefer  breaking  them  in  the  fallows  in  fummer, 
after  being  three. years  old. 

f  Mr.  Patrick  Murphy,  of  Navan,  fome  time  fince  em- 
ployed a  number  of  bullocks  in  ploughing,  yet  he  l}as  difcon- 

tinued 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^zB  STATISTICAL  SURVEY      ' 

good  deal  of  a  grazier^  and  caonot  fatten  thofe  buUockf 
wheQ  they  iM^come  too  old  to  work,  and  fupply  them, 
when  working,  wUh  a  good  mouEhftil  of  grafs,  a  large 
Glare  of  the  profit,  arifing  from  their  ufe,  is  loft  to 
him.  It  Ihould  be  obferved,  however,  that,  though 
horfcs,  bought  iti  with  judgment,  well  fed,  and  gently 
worked,  will  pay  for  their  keep,  yet  tbey  are  a  more 
precarious  flock,  more  fybjeft  to  accident,  and  more 
difficult  to  be  difpofed  of  than  bullocks.  The  ooe  may 
be  fold  off  for  the  value  in  any  fair  i  the  other  may  Me 
on  hind  J  long  enough  to  tire  the  poffefTor,  becaufe  the 
value  of  one  animal  is  rW,  that  of  the  other  imaginary* 
Allowing  fix  bullocks  to  be  only  equal  in  exertion 
to  four  horfes,  their  coipparadvc  espence  may  be  thu^ 
ftated,  viz, 

tifujed  the  life  of  tliem,  chiefly  from  tlieir  flowne&  t  he  fays, 
if  tliey  are  worked  hard,  their  growth  is  not  fufficient  to 
camp  en  fate  for  their  want  of  exertion  ;  and,  if  not  worked 
hardi  they  do  not  pay  for  their  keep :  he  thinks  four  good 
horfes  equaiin  exertion  to  eight  bullocks,  and  that,  except  iq 
a  few  cafes,  the  gra2ier  would  be  better  paid  by  lettmg  them 
grow  to  their  full  Cze,  without  working,  beeaufe  they  would 
come  in  a  yearfooner,  and  be  larger-  Since  the  introduflion 
of  the  Scotch,  and  other  light  ploughs,  the  value  of  bullocks 
in  bufbandry  is  decreased*  He  now  thinks  a  pair  of  Itrong, 
well-fed  horfes,  in  one  of  thcfe  ploughs,  wlH  do  as  much 
work,  and  with  more  fatisfa<5iioiT,  thafi  fix  bullocks ;  he  ac- 
knowledges j  however,  that  they  are  the  heft  kind  of  animal 
for  fummer's  gorrowingj  as  that  kind  of  work  requires 
Arength  and  flcadinefs ;  and  dt  that  feafon  of  the  year  good 
grafs  is  ea&ly  bad^  without  which  they  will  not  be  able  to 
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Horfc'Team. 

By  keeping  four  hories  for  twenty-fix 
weeks  on  hay,  from  the  firft  of  No- 
vember to  the  firft  of  May,  at  3/*.  of 
hay,  per  horfe,  per  day,  makes  12 
ton,  at  40X.  per  ton,      -        •        -    24    o    o 

Ten  barrels  of  oats,  per  horfe,  at  11/. 

4irf.  per  barrel,      -        .        -        -22150 

Twenty.fix  weeks  graft,  at  2/.  2d.  per 
week, 13    4« 

Skoeiog,  &c.    «        •        7        -        *4oo 

^.63  19    o 

BuUoch'-Team. 

£.   i.    d. 

]By  twenty-two  weeks  feeding  on  hay, 

at  60  lb.  per  day,  per  bullock,  for  fix 
bullocks,  makes  24}  tons,  at  40/.  per 
ton,  from  the  firft  of  December  to 
the  firft  of  May,    -        -        -        *    49  10    o 
By  thirty  weeks  grafs,  at  2/.  6d.  per 

week,  for  fix  bullocks,   -        -        -18100 

£M    o    o 
DeduA  amount  of  horie^eam,        63  19    9 

Balance  in  favour  of  horfe-team,      ^.4     i  10 

befide  the  convenience  of  their  anfwering  all  kinds  of 

work. 

Mulei 
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Males  are  ufcd  by  Mr.  Morris  ia  ploughing,  and, 
although  eafily  fed,  yet  he  thinks  they  want  weights 
and,  in  foft  raoory  ground,  their  feet^  from  being 
fmall,  fink  much  more  than  either  horles  or  bullocks. 

They  anfwer  extremely  wtU  for  harrowing,  becaufc 
the  land  is  then  generally  dry,  Dor  is  the  dead  pull  re- 
quifjte  that  there  is  in  pluughing  j  they  alfo  aofwer 
well  in  carts  or  cars,  where  a  hrgc  proportion  of  the 
load  may  be  left  on  the)r  back,  rendering  their  ftep 
more  fteady-  In  ihort,  all  catiky  ufed  in  ploughing, 
mud  be  adapted  to  the  foil,  as  well  as  the  impkmcfit 
they  draw.  It  would  be  equally  vain  to  attempt  ufing 
bullocks  in  light  land,  abounding  in  flints  and  fmall 
ftones,  as  It  would  be  to  ufe  roules  in  foft  moor-Jand, 

There  are  a  few  obfervations,  that  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  mention,  rcquifite  in  the  choice  and  working  of  bul- 
locks, Vi2.  to  cboofc  thofe,  that  are  Itroag,  atid  likely 
to  grow  large,  as  thy  will  pay  beft  for  their  keeepingj 
to  choofc  them  with  horns  not  fo  extended,  as  to  inter- 
fere with  each  other  in  draught,  the  more  looped  the 
better  ^  to  be  cautious  not  to  tire  them,  but.  If  poiEble, 
to  keep  two  fets,  and  let  each  work  only  half  a  day 
until  they  are  four  years  old ;  to  feed  them  well  in 
fummerj  and  in  the  winter  and  fprlng  months  to  gi^c 
them  feme  fheaf  corn,  if  cut,  fo  much  the  better. 
When  they  are  thus  fed  in  winter,  they  fcldom  grow 
weak  in   fprlng,      Mr*  Morris  tliinks,  that  buUocki 

ought 
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ought  never  to  be  kept  longer  for  draught  than  they 
continue  to  grow,  as  they  then  ceafc  to  pay  for  their 
keep* 

Sect.  4,    Hogs. 

There  b  not  any  breed  of  hogs  peculiar  to  this 
diftriA;  thofe,  moft  commonly  met  with  in  the  polTef- 
fion  of  the  farmers,  were  originally  of  the  Berkftiirc 
kind ;  but,  from  inattention  in  breeding,  they  have,  in 
moft  inftances,  become  long-legged  and  narrow,  re- 
quiring a  great  quantity  of  food  before  they  are  fat, 
but,  when  fufHciently  fatted,  they  weigh  from  two  and 
a  half  to  five  cwt. 

Gentlemen,  who  breed  hogs  for  their  own  confump- 
tion,  generally  choofe  the  Chinefe  black  kind;  thefe 
are  very  eafily  fed,  and  make  the  niceft  bacon  or  pork 
for  parlour  ufe  5  along  with  which,  fome  of  the  larger 
kinds  are  fatted  for  the  fervants. 

The  late  Earl  of  Beftive  introduced  a  fmaU  white 
Jcind  of  hog,  which  he  termed  the  French  hog,  but 
were  originally,  I  believe,  the  Chinefe ;  they  grew  im* 
menfely  fat  upon  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  food,  and, 
except  that  their  want  of  fize,  as  they  feldom  exceed 
two  cwt.,  is  an  objeflion  againft  them,  there  cannot  be 
a  more  profitable  kind  bred.  The  Marquis  of  Head- 
fort  gave  two  of  thefe  pigs  to  Captain  John  Moore,  of 
the  Bedford  milttiai  whilft  quartered  ia  Kclls,  which 

he 
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lie  took  to  Englaod^  and  exhibited  at  the  late  Duke  of 
Bedford^ s  {liew^  for  which,  I  am  informed,  he  ob« 
Ulned  a  premium-  A  good  kiad  of  hog  is  bred  m  ihc 
neighbourhood  of  Kelh>  between  this  French  kind, 
and  the  old  Chlnefc  and  Bcrkfhlre  breeds  of  the  coun- 
try* thofes  produced  from  the  crofs,  are  generally  faft 
feeders,  and  attain  to  a  good  age,  ^ 

Earl  Conyngham  has  imported  two  boars,  and  ajs 
many  fows,  a  moft  excellent  breed,  from  Leicefterfhlrc, 
oniiing  Crit  and  facility  of  fattening  together*  He  lets 
out  his  boar  at  two  guineas  a  leap,  and  be  fells  the 
young  weanling  pigs,  of  his  own  breed,  at  twenty 
guineas  the  pair,*  ^is  low  is  the  moft  beautiful  anU 
mal  of  the  kind,  that  I  ever  faw<        *    ^ 

When  hogs  acquire  a  Jharpnefs  in  the  fiiout,  and  a 
length  of  jaw,  which  the  beft  breeds  will  do  in  time, 
they  ought  to  be  crofled  by  a.  different  kiud,  clfe  they 
will,  in  courfe,  become  loag-leggcd,  and  narrow  in  the 
back,  all  which  defeats  in  fliape  arc  materially  againft 
iheir  eafily  fattening. 

Hogs  ^re  generally  killed  at  from  one  to  two  years 
old,  and  fell  at  from  thirty  to  forty  JhiJlings  per  cwt* 
Vaft  numbers  of  the  hogs,  fed  \n  ^hls  diftrid,  are  fold 
to  jobbers,  who  drive  them  to  Dublin  and  Newry,  to 
be  Oaughtered  for  the  navy.  The  pri^e  of  young  pigs, 
jnft  weaaed>  is  froni  fourteen  ihilUngs  and  iixpeiice  to 

a  guinea. 

♦  I  am  infonaed  he  has  lately  raiftd  the  price  to  twenty- 
feyen  guineas  the  pair* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  THE  COUNTY  Of  MEATH.    333 

a  goiQea.  The  farmers  feed  a  good  many  each  year^ 
and,  until  thefe  two  years  of  (I  may  fay)  dearth  of  po* 
tatoes,  there  were  fo  few  poor  perfoos  unpoflefled  of  a 
fHg,  that  I  have  heard  it  aflerted,  there  were  more 
hogs  than  (heep  ia  Ireland.  When  potatoes  are  plenty^ 
ftore  hogs  are  high,  and  vice  verja. 


Sect.  5.    Rabbits* 

There  is  only  one  rabbit-warren  in  the  cotinty,  of 
fufficient  extent  to  entitle  it  to  particular  notice  in  this 
furvey.  It  extends  along  the  fea-(hore,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Boyne,  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Nanny 
river,  and  belongs  to  Mr.  Brabazon,  of  Morningtown, 
The  rabbits  burrow  in  a  heap  of  fand,  blown  off  the 
lea-fhore  by  the  eaderly  winds,  and  feed  on  a  fait- 
marfh  running  parallel  to  it,  being  prevented  from 
going  on  the  uplands  and  corn  grounds  by  broad 
drains,  which  are  conftantly  full  of  water;  they  arc 
taken  by  pafs-nets,  placed  between  them  and  the  bur- 
row, on  their  hafty  return  from  feeding  at  night,  being 
alarmed  by  the  barking  of  dogs,  kept  for  that  purpofe. 

They  are  all  difpofcd  of  in  Dublin  market,  the  Ikin 
being  generally  more  valuable  than  the  flefti ;  and  they 
are  fold  by  the  warreners,  at  from  one  (hilling  and 
lixpence  to  two  (hillings  the  pair.     I  have  been  in- 
formed 
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formed  this  warreo  is  worth  three  hundred  poundi 
per  aoaum  to  Mr.  Brabazooj  and  the  ground,  fo  em-t 
ployed}  is  not  valued  at  one  iMlliag  per  acre-  There 
ire  many  fmall  burrows  in  ditches  and  faad-hiU» 
through  the  county,  but  not  worth  mentioning* 


Sect.  6.    Btes. 

I  HIVE  very  little  to  report  oa  this  head  from  the 
diflria  under  funrey,  as  there  are  very  few  perfons, 
who  arc  particularly  attentive  to  the  prefervation  of  a 
number  of  ftocka.  Mr.  Reilly,  of  Ballyfaeg,  whoff 
nuriery  I  have  had  occalioa  to  meutioa  before^  haj 
kept  over  thirty-fcvcD  flockSj  after  taking  a  great  num*^ 
ber  of  hives  the  fame  feafon^  Honey  rates  at  from  tea 
to  eighteen  pence  per  quart,  and  wax  from  foorteeu  to 
eighteen  pence  per  pound.  There  Is  little  care  be- 
ftowed  OP  them,  further  than  to  watch  them  whm 
about  to  fwarm,  left  they  /hould  fiy  away;  and,  when 
weak  in  the  winter  and  fprlng  months,  which  is  often 
the  caie  after  a  cold  or  wet  fummer,  to  feed  them  wick 
Jamaica  fugar  or  honey ;  the  former  19  preferred,  as 
the  latter  is  apt  to  clog  their  feet. 
,  Many  poor  perfons  make  a  good  profit  of  a  few 
Aocks  of  bees,  particularly  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  bogs,  as  there  is  no  better  feeding  for  them  than  the 

blofToms 
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bloflbms  of  the  heath.  Some  tbink^  that  the  beft  me<* 
thod  of  preferving  bees,  durkg  the  winter  months^  i$ 
to  remove  them  into  a  dry  vault,  where  the,  atmofphere 
will  be  always  of  an  equal  degree  of  temperature,  be* 
caufe,  if  left  expofed  to  the  funftiine,  they  will  be 
awakened  by  every  gleam  in  fpring,  and  tempted  to  go 
in  fearch  of  food,  before  any  flower  has  put  forth; 
and,  at  every  fuch  effort,  they  deftroy  a  quantity  of 
food,  that  would  remain  in  the  cell  untouched,  if  the 
infeA  continued  Aill. 

Bees  never  require  nourifhment  but  when  they  are 
awake ;  the  longer,  therefore,  they  can  be  kept  fleep- 
ing,  the  fmaller  quantity  of  food  will  they  deftroy; 
and  it  is  a  well-known  faft,  that,  the  more  honey  there 
is  remaining  in  the  hive  after  winter,  the  fooner  will 
the  bees  fwarm,  and  the  ftronger  will  they  be  during 
the  whole  of  the  fummer.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  removed  to  another  afpeft,  the  bitter  froft  winds 
kin  them,  fo  that  a  conftant,  fteady  degree  of  tempera- 
ture is  requiflte  during  the  winter  months,  and  this  can 
no  where  be  procured,  fo  well  as  in  a  dry  vault.  Bee- 
hives ihould  never  be  held  over  as  flocks,  longer  than 
one  feafon,  or  two  at  mofl,  as  the  wax  decays,  and  be- 
comes unfit  to  ftore  the  winter's  provender. 

Wooden  ftands  are  always  preferable  tcy  ftone,  as  the 
latter  are  likely  to  be  made  fo  hot  in  fummer  by  the 
fun,  as  to  injure  the  wax,  and  in  winter  are  generally 
too  cold,  and  tend  to  perilh  the  bees^    Sortie  few  per- 

fons, 
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Tons,  through  a  humane  defire  of  preferviog  the  bees, 
whip  them,  in  the  month  of  July,  to  a  frefli  hive^  vk 
order  to  take  the  honey,  but  the  intention  is  almofl 
always  thwarted,  as  they  generally  die,  and  it  is  much 
more  humane  to  fmother  them;  the  pam,  in  this  csSe^ 
is  inftantaneous,  but,  when  fuifered  to  decline,  the  paid 
is  of  a  greater  degree,  and  longer  condnuaiicef. 


CHA?. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


kUtlAL  ECONOkV. 


Sect.  i.    Labour^  ServantSf  Hourl  of  Labour^  Igfc* 

THERE  are  thtce  diftinft  daffes  of  labourers  iot 
this  country  employed  ia  hufbandry^  exdalive  o€ 
herds,  fervants,  kc.  viz*  the  cottier,  the  bound  la- 
bourer, and  the  out  labourer.  The  cottier  is  bound  to 
•work  for  his  etaployer  through  the  >vhole  year,  and 
the  employer  to  find  him  employment  every  day  he 
Chooies  to  work ;  his  wages  are  five-pence  per  day  ia 
the  winter  half-year,  and  feven-pence  in  the  fummer. 
In  fome  parts  of  the  country  the  wages  of  tlus  kind  of 
labour  are  fix-pence  and  eight-pence,  and  in  others 
ibmething  more.  To  proportion  the  out-goings  of  the 
labourer  to  the  fcantinefs  of  his  wages,  he  gets  a 
houfe,  and  half  an  acre  of  potatoe-ground,  well  dung- 
ed, for  thirty  (hillings,  and  grafs  and  hay  for  a  cow, 
for  two  pounds  per  annum ;  he  has  alfo  the  run  of  a 
pig  and  a  calf>  and,  under  fome  mailers,  that  of  a 

z  lamb 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


35«  CTATISTICAL  SURVEY 

lamb  alfo.  This  is  the  ufiial  bargain  of  the  country; 
in  feme  inftances,  however,  more  land  is  given,  and 
leis  wages,  and  vice  ver/d,  atid  in  others  the  whole  of 
the  wages  is  ^ven  in  land,  provincially  termed  ad-^ 
vantages. 

When  two  men  live  in  one  houfe,  they  get  a  double 
portion  of  land,  and  grafs  for  two  cows,  &c.  in  which 
cafe  the  fanuly  may  Eye  very  comfortably.  In  the  ba- 
rony of  Dunboyne,  and  the  more  eafterly  part  of  Ra- 
toath  barony,  wages  are  from  one  (hilling  to  ten  pence 
per  day,  through  the  year,  the  houfc,  gai*den,  &c. 
two  pounds,  and  the  cow's  grafs  and  hay  two  pounds; 
fct  with  Atk  fuperior  advantages,^  they  acre  BOi  the 
leaft  bit  richer  than  labourer^  Mvii^  further  from 
Dublin,  with  little  more  than  half  their  wages,  owing 
to  the  female  part  of  the  family  not  being  of  the  fiaatt- 
eft  aififiaacej  as  in  this  diftriA  they  never  %itt,  zsti 
are  brought  up  in  idleneft.  Under  confei^ttbut  ionefi 
sasL&etSf  the  cottiers  live  as  comfortably  as  thole  of 
moft  other  countries^  there  ar^  however,  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  eascepdons,  and  that  too  atedngft  the  hi^er 
daflfes  of  life,  whom  to  ferve  is  the  laft  tefource  of  a 
labourer,  and  only  reforted  to  as  a  temporary  expt* 
dient,  until  another  place  can  be  pf ocufed^  Labour- 
ing tenants  feldom  live  longer  than  one  fckv  in  JmA 
fcrvices. 

The  bargain  of  a  cotder  ;s  very  undefided;  he  treats 
for  a  houfe,  potatoe  land,  grafs  and  hay  ;  true,  be  gets 

aU 
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all  thofe  things^  but  in  what  manner?  He  is  often  pnt 
to  live  in  a  houfe,  that  is  not  water-faft;  half  an  acre  of  ^ 
wretched  ground,  that  will  not  produce  more  than 
half  a  crop  of  potatoes,  is  allotted  to  him,  and  he  is 
aHowed  a  bare  common  for  his  cow,  on  which  flie 
merely  exijlsj  and  the  hay  is  of  the  coarfcft  bottom 
land,  and  unfit  for  any  purpofe  but  to  make  dung  of. 
With  this  bargain,  tl\e  cottier  is  not  upon  half  as  good 
a  footing  as  the  out  labourer,  and  although  he  enters 
fiich  fervice  with  a  cow,  a  pig,  and  other  articles,  he 
generally  fufFers  in  the  I06  of  them  the  firft  year,  and, 
if;  he  continues  the  fccond,  he  is  completely  beggared. 
Tlie  poor  man's  wealth  and  independence  arc  in  pro- 
portion to  the  Talue  of  his  potatoe  garden,  the  failure  ' 
of  which,  foi;  one  year,  is  feidom  recovered,  even  un- 
der the  beft  mailers,  in  three;  then,  what  muft  be  the 
fituation  of  thofe,  whole  gardens  fail  the  fecond  year, 
and  who  are  tenants  to  ah  unfeeling  or  an  unjufl: 
mailer? 

It  is  very  extraordinary,  that  thofe  pctfons,  who  are 
themfelves  the  worft  mailers,  are  generally  the  loudeft 
dcdaimers  againll  the  poverty  and  wretchedncfs  of  the 
poor;  they  argue  very  feelingly  in  behalf  of  poverty, 
and  for  amendment,  yet  llir  not  a  Hep  towards  the  re- 
lief of  the  grievance;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  molt 
vociferous  advocates  for  the  «  poor  Haves,"  (as  they 
term  the  cottiers)  are  generally  the  greateft  tyrants. 
Such  are  mer'e  ivords^  where  aftivity  in  fo  good  and  fo 
general  a  caufe  might  be  of  infinite  utility.  I  have 
z  2  a(ked 
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all^d  fbme  of  thofe,  who(e  bumaoity  feems  to  exift 
only  in  their  tongue,  what  they  had  done  towards 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  their  own  labourers;  the 
ufual  anfwer  was  <<  that  they  had  not  done  any  things 
that  their  ftepping  forward  was  ufelels,  if  the  praftice 
did  not  become  general."  They  did  not,  however, 
confider,  that  fome  perfon  muft  begin  the  reformation, 
and  even  though  no  land-holder  followed  the  good 
example,  yet  he  would  be  acquitted  with  his  own  con- 
fdence.  A  cottier,  who  receives  fairly  the  full  amount 
of  his  hire,  according  to  agreement,  and  who  has  a 
careful  induftrious  wife,  may  fupport  his  family,  and 
live  in  ibme  degree  of  comfort,  and  of  credit  in  his 
iphere;  but  he,  who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  engaged 
where  there  is  a  bad  garden,  poor  grafs  for  his  cow, 
bad  hay,  in  fliort,  bad  every  thing,  may  God  help  him! 
—for  he  requires  fome  gracious  interpofidon  of  pro- 
vidence, to  enable  him  to  keep  his  family  alive. 

The  bound  labourer  is  obliged  to  work  every  day  as 
the  cottier,  but  he  has  not  a  houfe  or  any  other  advan- 
tage from  hb  employer,  except  merely  what  arifcs 
from  conftant  work.  At  the  fame  time,  he  is  obliged 
to  buy  every  thing  he  confumes,  at  the  market  price; 
his  wages  are  eight  pence  per  day,  for  the  winter  fix 
months^  and  ten  pence  for  the  fummer  fix  months,  and 
though  certainly  worfe  circumftanced  than  the  cotfier, 
he  is  much  better  than  the  out  labourer^  who  is  not 
bound  to  any  mafter,  but  works  wherever  he  can  get 

cmploymenff 
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employment^  and  always  receives  the  higheft  wages. 
In  harveft  he  may  earn  from  fifteen  pence  to  eighteen 
pence  per  day,  in  fprmg  and  fummer  from  ten  pence 
to  a  (hill^ngi  and  in  winter  he  feldom  gets  work,  ex- 
cept ^e  can  procure  a  talk;  he  pays  xhp  higheft  price 
fo)r  all  he  confumes,  ^nd  has  no  advanjtage  whatever* 
Thele>  with  fome  (rifling  variations^  are  the  general 
r^tes  of  labour. 

In  the  neighbourhood  pf  Drqgheda,  and  in  that  part 
pf  the  baronies  of  Ratoath  and  DuQbqyne,  yrhere  coal 
is  burned,  the.  labourer  often  fiipulgtes  ^for  ^  ton  of 
fuel,  and)  in  the  npight^purhpod  qf  bpgs,  the  turf  is 
fbmetimes  brought  home  to  them.  The  comparative 
advantages  of  the  three  dafles  of  labourers  may  be 
thus  fiated, 
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The  Cottier^s%dccount  Dr.    - 

£.   s.    d. 
^loufe  iiird  potatoe  land^     -        «        -        i  lo    o 
Cow*8  grafs  and  hay,         -        -        -        «    o    o 
Summer's  meal,  5  cwu  at  tis,  4id.  per  cwt.  %  16  loj 


One  rood  of  flax-iand,  indodtng  feed. 

2 

5 

6 

Beef  at  Chriftmas,  &c.       -        -        • 

1 

2 

9 

Turf,  20  kifhes,  at  is.  per  kifti,    - 

I 

0 

0 

One  ftone  of  wool,            *        -        - 

0 

iB 

0 

Soap,  candles,  and  tobacco. 

I 

z 

9 

Shoes,  with  repaire  for  the  fam'ily. 

0 

15 

0 

13  10  10^ 

Contra  Cr. 

£.  s.  J. 
By  working  135  days  at  ^d.  per  day,  2163 
Ditto  135  do.  at  7J.  per  do.  3  18  9 

Profit  on  a  calf,  -  -  -  200 
Ditto  on  a  pig,  -  *  «  i  10  o 
By  50  lb.  butter,  at  6d*  per  lb.  150 

By  30  Ibi^  yarn,  after  fupplylng  the 
family  with  linen,  flieets,  &c.  at 
ij.  xrf.perlb.   ^        -        -        I  12  6 


-13 


To  be  provided  by  the  wife,    -    ^.o    $    4^ 
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Bound  Labomrif's  Account  ^  Dr. 

Houfe-rcnt,      -       -       .       r       •  x  10    9 

Cow's  grafs,     -        •       -        -        -  2  x4  ?pt 

Hay,        -        ••        -        r        ?        •  lioo 

Potatoe  land,   .  -        -        -        -  3     $    3 

Flax  lan^i  one  rood,  including  feed,  ^c.  2    5    <? 

Summer's  meal,  5  cwt  at  i  is.  4*^.  per  cwt.  2  16  ipj 

Chriftmas  beef,  &o  -*        -        r  129 

Turf,  20  kiflies^  at  is.  per  ]dfli,  *  i     o    p 

One  ftone  of  wool,  -        <•        m  9  x8    9 

Soap,  candles,  and  tobacco,        -        ^  1     2    ^^p 

Shoes,  vnih  repairs^  &c.     -       -       ^  o  15    o 

19    6    o 

Contriis  Cr. 

£•   s.  d. 

By  135  days  at  8d.  per  day,        -    4  io  o 

By  13s  dp.  at  10^.  per  do.        -    5  12  6 

By  profit  on  a  pig,    •        -        -     X  Jp  p 

By    do.  onacfilf   V       -        »    2    i9  o 

By  30  lb.  yarn,  after  fijpplyk^g  iHf 

family  with  linen,  ihceting,  ^c* 

at  IS.  id.  per  Ibt  -        -    1  12  6 

By  50  lb.  butter,  at  6d.  per  4b.  -     i     50 

"  ■     16  lo    o 

Reouins  to  be  provided  for  by  the  exerdons 

of  the  wife,         •        -        -        -        2  16    o 

Out 
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Otti  Lahurer's  Recount  jPr. 

Honfe-renty      *        <•        -  «  -  iioo 

Potatoe-renty  -        - .  -  -  383 

Jlax  ground,  feed,  &c      -  -  f  2    5    6 

Summer's  meal,         -        -  -  -  ~z  16  io{ 

Chiiftmas  beef,  &c.  ^^  "  -  129 

Turf,  20  kiihes,  at  is,  per  Idfli,  -  100 

One  ftone  of  wool,  -<  -  -  o  18    o 

Soap,  candles,  and  tobacco,  r  «  129 

^  Shoes,  with  repairs,  -  ^  -  0*15     o 

Kitchen  for  his  |>otatoes,  &c*  -  -  i  10    q 

16    9    ^i 
Contra  Cr 

£.  s»  J* 

By  40  days  -work  in  harveft,  at 

!/•  3  J.  per  day,     -        -        -    2  10  o 

By  40  do.  fetting  and  digging  po« 

tatoes,  at  13^/.  per  day,  -    2    3  4 

By  50  do.  at  different  employ- 
ments through  die  year,  at  lod. 
per  day,       -        -        *        -    2  lo  o 

By  a  ta(k  in  the  winter  months,  -    i     00 

By  30  lb.  yarn,  after  fuppljring  the 

family  with  linen,. &c.   -.      -     i  12  6 

Byprofitonapig,    -       -        r    i  10  q 

II     5  10 


Together  with  providing  ^dtchen  for  the  fa- 
mily, leaving  to  be  paid  by  the  exerdons 
of  the  wife,       *    •        -        -        -    aC-S    3    3i 

The 
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The  debtor  fide  of  thefe  accounts  is  very  nearly  ac- 
curate, as  information  on  that  head  is  eafily  obtained^ 
but  the  credit  fide  is  not  quite  fo  correft,  the  cxpen. 
diture  not  being  always  the  fame;  for  in  fome  inftances, 
the  labourer  b  fervcd  with  diet  at  the  farmer's,  who 
employs  him,  during  the  harveft  months,  and  in  that 
cafe  the  confumption  of  meal  in  his  family  will  be 
(mailer  than  if  he  lived  at  home,  neither  does  he  in  ge* 
Beral  expend  fb  much  at  Chriftmas  as  the  cotder  or 
bound  labourer. 

The  chief  reafon  of  the  farmers*  cottiers  generally 
appearing  fo  wretched  is,  that  their  mafters  do  hot 
perform  their  contraft  with  them.  At  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  term,  they  receive  fine  promiles,  which 
are  often  neglefted,  and  the  employer  breaks  his  agrees 
ment,  or,  what  is  nearly  the  fame  thing,  does  not  aft 
fully  up  to  the  extent  of  it;  inftances  of  which  are  too 
frequently  met  with.  The  tenant's  cottage  ought  to 
be  kept  in  thorough  repair,  which  is  feldom  the  cafe. 
He  (hould  get  a  good  garden  for  his  potatoes,  and  he 
fliould  get  good  grafs  and  hay  for  lus  cow.  It  is  upon 
the  promiie  of  thefe  advantages,  that  the  labourer  en- 
gages to  work  at  reduced  prices.  If,  therefore,  thefe 
advantages  are  curtailed,  the  labourer  is  as  much  de- 
frauded, as  if  his  employer  had  hired  him  for  a  (hil- 
ling a  day,  and  would  pay  him  but  ten  pence. 

I  will  maintain,  that  it  is  a  true  principle  of  econo- 
my in  the  farmer,  to  let  the  colder  have  the  benefit  of 

his 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


346  STATISTICAL  SURVET 

his  bargain  with  ftrift  honefty.  .  If  the  potatoc  gro.imd 
is  not  good,  the  labourer  is  neceffitated  to  call  for  mo- 
ney, that  is  not  due  to  him,  and  to  riHi  in  debt,  after 
\vhich  there  is  little  to  be  expected  from  his  exerdoa 
or  induftry;  it  is  a  difpiriting  idea,  that  let  them  wor]c 
with  ever  fo  much  diligence,  they  cannot   maintain ' 
tjiemfelves  and  family  5  coafe<iuently  they  becooie  care- 
lefs  how  they  pleafe,  fo  long  as  they  imag^^,  that  the 
mailer  will  not  turn  them  off  until  the  debt  is  paid* 
Neceffity  too  often  urges  them  to  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices, which  they  would  not  otberwife  follow.    The 
beft  general  rule  to  adopt,  therefore,  with  all  labourers 
and  fervants  is,  to  make  their  place  worth  their  att/en^ 
iion,  ^nd  be  careful  to  lee  that  they  do  attend.    The 
great  ftep  to  this,  with    rcfpeft  to  a    cottier,  is  to 
fupply  him  with  plenty  of  food  by  means  of  a  good 
garden,  and  to  let  his  cow,  inftead  of  a  bare  common^ 
have  good  grafs  and  hay;  the  fuperior  profit  of  that 
cow,  when  well  fed,  will  enable  the  houfewifc  to  clothe 
her  children  decently,  which  is  much  tp  be  wiibed  for; 
and  the  advantage  of  a  good,  over  a  bad  potatoe  gai^ 
den,  keeps  the  cottier  from  g(Hng  to  ^larket  for  pro« 
viiions  with  that  money,'  which  ought  to  be  expended 
in  domefHc  comfort,  or  in  clpthing  and  nteniUs  for 
himfelf  and  family. 

In  the  winter  months,  the  out  labourers  generally 
take  a  tafk  (/.  e*  piece  work)  of  ditching,  threihisg, 
raifing'manurei  &c.    If  they  can  getfucbj  it  benefiu 

them 
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them  materially^  and  where  there  is  a  job  likely  to 
continue  for  any  length  of  tim^  tTxey  wdertake  it  on 
reafonable  termsi  fb  z$  to  be  able  to  earn  from  eight 
pence  to  ten  pence  per  d^y.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
bogs,  labour  Is  cheaper  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
county.  The  poor  flock  towards  them  for  the  conve- 
nience of  firing}  befidesi  there  is  more  conftant  em- 
ployment in  their  neighbourhood,  than  in  other  fitua- 
lions.  They  oftet  cut  turf  for  fale;  the  clearing  the 
l>anks  employs  them  during  the  winter  months;  and 
from  May  to  July  they  continue  to  cut  and  rear  the 
turf,  which  is  then  fold  to  the  beft  bidder:  mdny  cut 
by  contraA,  at  (b  much  a  ki/b,  the  employer  finding 
iani,  i.  e.  paying  the  ground-rent  for  the  place  the  turf 
is  taken  from. 

There  is  a  great  proportion  of  the  farmer's  work 
done  by  the  great,  or,  as  it  is  here  termed,  by  taflc,  yet 
not  any  thing  like  what  might  be  performed  in  that 
•way.  Our  labourers  are  capable  of  great  exertion, 
and  it  is  a  ftimulus  to  induftry,  to  enable  them,  through 
an  eseertioa  of  their  natural  powers,  to  earn  nearly  by 
the  half  more  wages,  than  they  would  be  entitled  to  if 
-working  by  the  day.  The  employer  too  has  a  much 
•greater  proportion  of  work  done  for  the  fame  money 
it  would  coft  him,  if  he  paid  the  men  by  the  day. 

There  are  many  kinds  of  work,  in  which  the  la- 
bourer might  employ  his  children,  and  fo  bring  thctk 

up 
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up  to  the  habits  of  indoflrious  exertion^  and  lenre  to 
aflUl  ia  fupport  of  the  family. 

EUas  Corbally,  £fq.  b  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  advantage  of  emplopng  his  labourers  to  work  by 
taik^  that  be  gets  all  his  work  fo  done,  and  there  are 
few  gentlemen  who  underftand  work  better,  or  who 
employ  more  workmen  than  he.  I  have  been  afliured 
by  good  authority,  that  he  pays  firom  fifteen  hundred  to 
two  thoufand  pounds  per  year  to  labourers.  He 
thinks  he  gets  very  nearly  twice  as  much  work  done 
for  the  fame  money,  as  he  would,  if  be  employed  them 
by  the  day. 

Average  rates  of  trade/men/  nvorh 

Mafons'  work  is  executed  at  from  is.  to  i/.  6d.  per 
perch,  of  twenty  one  feet  long,  one  foot  high,  and 
eighteen  inches  bros^,  the  employer  finding  all  mate- 
rials and  attendaiice  on  the  fpot,  without  diet.  When 
employed  by  the  day,  they  receive  from  2/.  2d.  to 
%s.  8^.  Hedge-carpenters  receive  from  is.  to  is.  6d. 
per  day,  with  diet,  and  from  is.  6d.  to  2/.  without  it 
Blackfmitbs'  work,  their  employer's  iron,  at  from  fix- 
teen  to  twenty  pence  per  ftone,  finding  coals,  &c.  in 
additicm  to  which,  th^y  receive  eight  pence  a  fct  for 
ihoeing  horfes,  and  fix  pence  a  fet  for  cocking  in 
frofty  weather.  Stone-cutters  ^nd  houfe-carpcnters 
receive  from  eighteen  (hillhigs  to  a  guinea  per  week. 

Jn 
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In  fliort,  tradcfmen  are  employed  either  by  the  piece^ 
or  dayt  for  wages  proportioned  to  the  demand  there 
may  be  for  them^  or  their  degree  oT  excellence  in  the 
art  they  profeis.  Thatching  is  performed  at  the  rate 
of  from  13//.  to  18^.  per  pair  of  couples,  twelve  feet 
long  and  four  feet  afunder,  together  with  attendance. 
The  wages  of  herdfmen  are  about  eight  pounds  per 
year,  with  a  houfe,  garden,  potatoe  land,  and  the 
maintenance  of  two  cows,  on  the  fame  terms  as  the 
cottier.  In  fome  places  their  advantages  are  increafed 
and  the  wages  diminiflied,  yet  it  comes  to  the  fame  thing 
in  the  end;  they  are  to  preferve  their  charge  of  cattle 
from  dog,  bog,  and  thief;  they  muft  drive  to  fair  and 
market,  upon  which  occaflons,  from  one  (hilling  to 
eighteen  pence,  per  day,  is  allowed  them  for  their  own 
expences,  befide  the  travelling  charges  of  the  cattle. 

Overfeers'  wages  are^  from  ten  to  twenty  pounds 
per  year. 

The  price  of  lakur  may  thus  be  rated  t 

/•  d.  s.  d. 

Men's  labour  per  day,  of  ten  hours,  sic-  . 
cording  to  the    feafon,    fcarcity  of 
hands,  &c.  from  *        •*        -081013 

Women  per  day,  hay-making  or  bind- 
ing, from  *        -        -        -06    to     10 
Threlhiog  wheat,  per  barrel  of  20  ftone,  x  o    to    i  % 

Barley 
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Barley  ot  bere,        dJtto  i6  ditto,  o  5    to  o  7 

Oate,  ditto  14  dhto,  o  3    to  o  5 

PeM,  ditto         20  ditto,  10    to    I  a 

Makifig  dkehes,  6  fieet  wide  and  5  feet 

deep,  per  pereh  of  21  feet,  -  -  2  o  to  ^  6 
Dkto,  5     ditto,    4    ditto,    i  6    to    2  t> 

PiaQiteg,  kying,  and  fcovriog,  ditto,     i  o    to     i  2 
Reapiffg  wlieat,  binding,  aod  ftooldog, 

pertfcre,    -        -        •        -        ^ytStopo 

"Dkto        oats,  ditto        -    8  6    to  ir  4f 

Ditto        barley,  ditto      *  -    8  6    to  11  4f 

Mowing  old  meadow,  if  the  grals  is 

heavy,       -        •        -        -        *30t0    5J 
Ktto  firft  crop  of  grafs  feed,    -        •    2  6    to    3  6* 
Ditto  vttche?,  for  feifing  or  hay,       -    4  o    to    6  6^ 
Under-drainitrg,  t8  niches  wide  and  irS 

inches  deep,  per  perch,         -        -    o  if  to    o  2i 
Ditto,  2  feet  wide  at  top,  2  feet  deep, 

and  I  foot  wide  at  botMn,  per  perch 

21  feet,     -        •        -        •        -o2too3y 
Ditto,  3  feet  at  top,  and  3  feet  deep,  do.  o  4    to    06 
Ditto,  3         do.  4    ditto,     do.  o  6    to    08 

Trenching  ground,  eighteen  inches  deep»  for  gar- 
dens, &c.  is  done  at  from  ix.  to  is.  6J.  per  perch 
fquare,  and  at  two  feet  deep,  from  u.  6d.  to  2/.  ±d. 
per  perch.    Lime  is  burned  at  froa  i^^.  to  %\d.  per' 

barrel 
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hmd,  of  thirty-two  gallons,  and  quarried  and  burned, 
wftere  no  material  obftruftion  exifts  in  the  quarrying, 
at  from  3//.  to  4^.  per  barrel,  the  employer  finding 
fire,  liammers,  and  earrkge  of  fuel  and  flone  to  the 
kUn. 

Bricks  are  ihade  and  burned  ^t  from  8/.  to  9/.  6J. 
per  tkouJand  fo^  (Vocks,  and  6s.  6d.  to  7/.  6d.  for  place 
bricks,  the  fuel  and  ftraw  beiftg  found  by  the  em- 
ployer oft  the  fpot  5  the  briclcs  are  reckoned  into  the 
ktki$,  previous  to  their  bekig  burned. 

FloughJQg  and  harrrowing  an  acre,  &om  16/.  to 
lA  4S. 

Farmers*  (ervants,  able  to  wofk  upon  occafion,  re- 
ceive per  year,  with  diet  and  lodging,  from  3/.  8x.  3^. 
to  5  A  13/.  pi. 

PlouglvKirivers,  ditto,  froito  i/.  141:.  i\d.  tq  3/.  8x.  3A 

Farmers'  fervafift-maids,  per  wnum,  from  ^h  to  3/. 

Ploughmen  are  rated  as  cottiers,  with  the  additional 
advantage  of  the  gramng  of  a  heifer,  or  an  equivalent. 
Turf  is  cut  and  reared  at  from  $d.  to  &/.  per  kifli,  ex- 
dufive  of  the  expence  of  taking  off  the  bemringj  or  iifc- 
lefs  furface,  which  varies  in  depth  according  to  cir- 
cumftances. 

Befide  the  above-mentioned,  there  are  feveral  kinds 
of  work  done  by  the  piece,  fiich  as  turning  heaps  of 
manure,  weeding  corn,  picking  ftones  off  meadows, 
&c.  &c.  and  many  others,  which  are  capable  of  being 
contrafbed  for,  if  both  par-ties  underftand  the  bufmefs. 

It 
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It  is  a  general  complaint^  that  a  great  proportion  of  the 
moft  valuable  part  of  the  feafon  for  labour  is  loft^  by 
the  cottiers  digging  and  fetting  thdr  own  potatoes. 

I  do  not  know  a  greater  advantage,  for  fo  muchy 
that  could  poffibly  accrue  to  both  the  employer  and 
the  employed,  than  that  the  labourer  fliould  be  paid 
almoft  the  whole  of  his  wages  in  kind  i^  that  is,  to  give 
him,  inftead  of  land,  the  produce  of  the  land,  at  fuch 
rates  as  would  meet  his  wages.  The  labourer,  in  this 
cafe,  would  never  feel  the  effcfts  of  a  fearce  feafon, 
becaufe  his  provifions  would  be  fupplied  him  at  &^ed 
rates,  proportioned  to  the  wages,  and  the  employer 
might  raife  the  provifions  much  cheaper  than  the  la- 
bourer poffibly  can,  and,  by  this  means,  he  would 
have  it  in  his  power  to  employ  his  cottiers  as  he 
pleafed  the  whole  year  j  and,  for  this  fcheme,  the  beft 
method  would  be,  to  plant  potatoes  by  the  plough,  as 
the  expence  in  this  way  is  trifling,  in  comparifon  to  the 
ufual  mode  of  planting  in  the  lazy-bed  way. 

Whenever  wages  are  raifed,  there  is  an  additional 
tax  laid  on  agriculture ;  of  courie,  the  produce  of  the 
earth  muft  come  to  market  at  an  advanced  price.  It  is 
not  the  farmer  alone,  who  is  hurt  by  the  high  price  of 
labour;  all  mauufaAures  bear  a  proportion  to  the,riie; 
and  if  that  rife  is  fo  great,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  manufafturer  to  fell  his  goods  for  the  fame 
price,  or  even  for  lefs  than  imported  goods  of  the  fame 
'  kind  and  value  are  fold  in  our  surkets^  the  manufac* 

tur9 
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tore  muft  fall  to  the  ground^  and  a  great  number  of 
the  perfons  employed  in  it  be  thrown  upon  the  world 
for  fupport,  in  a  piuch  worie  ftate^  than  if  they  had 
never  been  trained  to  it,  being  unaccullomed  to  earn ' 
their  bread  in  any  other  way,  than  the  bufinefs  to 
which  they  were  reared. 

There  is  no  country,  in  which  manufaftures  thrive 
ib  well,  as  where  labour  is  cheap*  The  produfts  of 
thefe  countries  are  fute  of  a  fale,  becaufe  th^y  call  be 
afforded  at  an  under  rate,  even  in  foreign  markets.  It 
feems,  therefore,  tfiat  fbdety  would  be  much  more  be- 
nefited, by  a  reduction  to  the  labourer  in  the  price  of 
the  food  he  confumes,  than  by  advancing  his  wages; 
and,  in  the  event  of  paying  him  in  kind,  he  would  add 
a  number  of  days  to  his  tally,  which  are  at  prefent  lofl: 
both  to  bis  employer  and  himfelf,  in  plantipg  and  dig- 
ging out  bis  potatoes* 


,  Sect*  a.    Provifions. 

The  price  of  pro^fions  for  thefe  two  laft  years  was 
fo  very  exorbitant,  that  we  cannot,  with  accuracy, 
bring  it  into  a  general  fiatement  of  this  kind.  The 
following,  however,  may  be  confidered  as  near  the 
average,  as,  in  fuch  a  ftatement,  I  can  poffibly  bring  it 
tOy  for  the  five  preceding  years. 

A  a  Wheai, 
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Wheat  per  barrel 
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The  prices  of  corn,  in  this  county,  arc  regulated  by 
Drogheda  market;  all  kinds  of  grain  felling  at  Navan, 
which  is  the  greateft  com  market  in  this  county,  by 
the  amount  of  the  carriage,  lower  than  they  fell  ifl^ 
Drogheda;  fo  that  it  has  become  a  trade  with  th^' 
owners  of  luggage-boats,  plying  on  the  Boyne  canal, 
to  buy  corn  in  Natan  market,  and  fend  it  to  Drogheda 
in  their  boats,  which  muft  otherwife  ply  to  Drogheda 
with  ballaft.  When  cora  is  riixog,  this  is  a  profitable 
trade,  but,  when  £aUiag|  it  is  the  contrary. 

Corn  generally  advances  10  price,  fr4Dm  the  latter  <md 
--of  February,  until  towards  the  enfuing  hanreft. 

Immediately  after  Chriitmas^  butcher's  meat  becomes 
dearer,  and  continues  to  rife  until  the  ^rafe  beef  comes 
b )  this  if  owing  to  the  graziers  not  being  provided 

with 
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ti^th  a  CnlRciencj  of  iaotiiifiiiiig  food;  zni^  N^  for  the 
quantkies  fed  ia  the  diftillef's  yard  on  bog-MO'aAi,  tht 
prices  in  Ae  ^ring  of  the  year  would  be  exorbitaat,  ai 
^as  pretty  evidently  the  cafe  in  the  fpring  of  i8oi. 

Butter  is  generally  at  the  higheft  rate  in  the  fpring 
months,  and  is  cheapeft  about  th(s  month  of  Novem^ 
ben    Bacon  is  higheft  at  the  latter  end  of  fummer. 


Sect.  3.    Fuel. 

The  fcarcity  of  turf-bogs,  in  this  county,  rienderj 
the  article  under  conilderation  a  heavy  expence  to  ii»- 
dividuals  fituated  at  any  diftance  from  them^  for, 
though  there  is  a  fuffident  quantity  to  afford  fuel  for 
the  confumption  of  the  whole  county,  if  conveniently 
circumftanced,  yet,  as  they  lie,  for  the  moft  part,  in 
large  and  extenfive  trafts,  the  diftance  of  carriage  is, 
in  many  inftances,  fo  great,  that  the  expence  of  car^ 
riage  overbalances  the  original  price  of  the  turf. 

In  moft  inftances,  however,  turf  may  be  had,  at  an 
expence  of  from  about  one  to  two  fhiHings  per  Idfh  or 
box,  whofe  dimenfions  are  four  feet  long,  three  feet 
deep,  and  two  feet  wide. 

In  the  towns,  where  turf  Is  brought  for  fale,  it  ge- 
nerally produces  from  eighteen  pence  to  three  fliillings 
per  kifti,  according  to  the  inclemency  of  the  leafon,  the 
quantity  at  market,  or  the  goodnefs  of  the, commodity. 
A  a  a  By 
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By  fiwails  of  the  Boyne  canal,  the  beft  kinds  of  ibui 
c6tl  may  be  had  m  Navan,  from  the  port  of  Drogheda, 
$t  Mrithin  a  few  {hillings  per  ton  of  the  Dublin  price; 
and  asi  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Navan,  turf  is  rather 
a  fcarce  ardcle,  the  u(e  of  coal  is  almoft  univerfal. 
Many  burn  coal  in  their  parlours  and  bed-chambers^ 
and  turf  in  the  kitchen,  through  a  principle  of  eco^ 
nomy,  as  fervants,  bred  in  this  county,  are  not  much 
acquainted  with  the  management  of  coal ;  and,  where 
tfre  cannot  be  flacked  down>  but  muft  be  employed 
for  feveral  purpofes  during  the  day,  a  greater  wafte 
would  arife  from  burmng  coal,  than  by.uiing  turf  as 
fuel. 

In  the  baronies  of  Dunboyne  and  Ratoath,  coal  is 
the  principal  fuel  in  ufe,  which  is  brought  home,  as  I 
have  mentioned  before,  by  the  cars,  that  have  carried 
out  hay,  ftraw,  &g.  to  Dublin  market. 

The  hedges  in  this  diftrift,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  fuf- 
fer  materially  from  the  depredations  of  the  poor ;  fo 
much  fo,  that  there  is  hardly  a  good  hedge-fence  to  be 
met  with  in  it.  Straw  is  alfo  too  often  ufed  as  fuel, 
when  the  coal  is  confumed,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
land,  by  the  lofs  of  fo  much  material  of  manure. 

Coal  may  be  had  in  Slane,  at  from  twenty  to  thirty 
(hillings }  in  Navan  at  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five 
ftiillings  5  and  in  Kells  and  Trim  from  thirty  to  forty 
Ihillings  per  toa  ^  in  all  other  places  in  proportion  to 

the 
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the  dift^ce  of  carriage^  the  great  coantefpoife  to  pro- 
.  fit  and  advantage. 

Ovens  are  generally  heated  by  furze,  or  foft  turf, 
moil  commonly  by  the  latter.  Coal  was  fome.  years 
fince  raifed  in  the  barony  of  Slane,  of  a  good  quality, 
and  in  a  tolerable  quantity,  but,  the  water  becoming 
too  powerful,  the  company  defifted,  A  frefh  com* 
pany  was,  however,  lately  eftabliftied,  who  have  de- 
fined from  the  fearch,  the  veins  being  found  to  be  (b 
very  fmall,  as  not  to  repay  the  expence  incurred  by 
teeming  out  the  immenie  quantity  of  water;  vnth 
which  the  pit  is  flooded;  and  the  difficulty  arifing 
from  cutting  an  under-drain,  being  extremely  great, 
cendered  the  projeft,  unfortunately,  abortive. 

Jn  moft  parts  of  the  barony  of  Duleek,  fuel  is  a 
keavy  article  of  expence^  eipecially  to  the  poor,  and 
tlie  lower  cUfs  of  farmers,  as  they  are  feldom  fur- 
niflied  with  grates,  and  to  burn  coal  upon  a  hearth 
vrould  be  a  vain  attempt.*  They  therefore  bum  turf, 
i^t  the  rate  pf  from  2/.  6d.  to  3/.  6d.  per  kifti,  having 
frequently  to  draw  it  from  five  tp  fix  miles.  Mr. 
Ruflel,  of  Dojlardftown,  in  this  barony  (to  whom  J 
am  indebted  for  many  valuable  communications  on  the 
feveral  fubjefts  contained  in  this  work),  has  propofed 
9'  charitable  loan,  intereft  free,  whiph,  if  parried  into 

efFeft, 

♦  Latterly,  by  placing  two  bricks  endways,  and  parallel  to 
^ach  other,  at  about  (ight  or  ten  inches  afunder  they  contrive 
to  burn  coal. 
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cffeftj  vmdd  be  of  ttoft  fingukr  advantage  to  the 
poor»  for  the  purpofe  of  buying  coal  whilft  at  a  dietp 
rate»  and  retailing  it  at  fome  fiaall  advance^  merely  to 
defray  the  expence  of  landings  meafnxing^  &C  on  the 
quay  of  Slane^  which  is  as  nearly  as  may  be  a  central 
iCtu^tioa,  Thus,  in  this  one  inftance,  may  we  percdve 
what  has  been  mentioned  in  a  former  part  of  this  work^ 
of  what  peculiar  advantage  water-carriage  is  to  the  in- 
terior of  a  coui^ry,  conveying  from  it  the  redundancy 
ci  its  4^oduce,  and»  in  return^  fupplpng  it  vdth  fud, 
from  which  a  power  of  fertilizing  the  foii  is  rendered 
eafyt  through  the  medium  of  lime.  Upwards  of 
10,000  barrels  of  corn  have  been  fent  by  the  canal  to 
Drogheda  this  feafon,  whtdi  proves  at  once  the  fertfr 
lity  of  our  county,  and  ^  increale  of  omr  inietiof 
trade. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XV, 


POUTICAL   EC0KOMY,.AS  CONNECTED   WITH,  OR 
AFFECTING   AGRICULTURE 


Sect.  i.    Roads^ 


THERE  are  only  two  turnpike  road^  nmBing 
trough  the  county  of  Meath,  the  on^  leading  frosi 
Dublin  to  Dro^ieda,  and  the  other  frooi  Dublin  to 
Navan,  both  kept  remaricably  welL  The  latter  is  a 
sew  line,  and  promifes,  dtrough  die  exertions  of  the 
tumjMke  board,  and  particularly  cf  Charles  Drake  Dil- 
lon, Efq.  to  be  of  great  advantage  to  die  county* 
The  other  roads  are  repaired  and  made  by  prefent- 
inent,  at  the  expence  of  the  barony,  through  which 
ihey  run,  aad  where  a  road  is  the  mearing  between  two 
baronies,  the  amount  is  equally  apjdotted  between  them* 

Before  a  prefpntmeat  to  mend  a  road  is  granted  by 
^e  Grand  jury,  an  affidavit  muft  be  made  by  two  per« 
ions,  to  fay,  that  they  have  meafured  fuch^  d^at  it  is  out 
^  repsdr,  and  that  it  will  require  a  certain  fum  per 
perch,  to  repair  the  iame  effeAually.    This  appfication 

'        muft 
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muft  be  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  grand  jury,  fix 
days  previous  to  the  affizes,  to  be  by  him  regiftered, 
to  which  regiftry  all  perfons  have  accefs,  and  where 
they  find  a  road  applied  for,  that  does  not  want  repair, 
they  have  a  power  of  traverfing  the  prefentment.  If 
no  fuch  traverfe  is  entered,  the  parties  applying  geno^. 
rally  get  permiffion  to  mend  it,  between  which  time, 
^nd  the  enfulng  affizes,  they  repair  the  road,  and 
when  accounted  for,  and  audited  by  the  judge  and 
grand  jury,  they  receive  the  amount. 

The  overfeer  has  five  per  cent,  upon  the  money  ex- 
pended. 

From  the  fiatnefs  of  the  county,  our  roads  are  eafily 
kept  in  repair,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  other 
countries^  where  the  gravel  is  frequently  wafhcd  ofl^ 
.and  bridges  and  gullets  fwept  away  by  fudden  floods. 
If  the  perfons,  repairing  theflat  roads,  could  be  induced 
to  leave  the  centre  a  little  higher  than  the  fides  (fup^ 
pofe  fix  inches  in  fourteen  feet)  fo  as  that  the  rain  wa.- , 
ter  might  flow  dBT,  the  ftagnation  on  the  furface,  which 
is  at  prefent  thp  caufe  of  their  foft  and  dirty  ftate,  and 
ultimately  of  their  rotting,  would  not  thej;i  e;dft.  ^  la- 
deed,  as  long  as  the  cuftom  of  fcouring  the  road- 
ditches,  ^nd  leaving  the  ftufF  taken  therefrom  on  the 
fide  of  thp  rpiad,  exifts  among  our  farmers,  little  can  he 
e:^pe(bed  from  the  moft  advantageous  fhape  of  the 
road,  as  it  does  not  nnfrequendy  happen,  that  the  per- 
fon,  who  has  been  pmd  for  repairing  the  road,  is  tbp 

firft 
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firft  to  IpoU  it  again  in  this  way,  by  holding  the  water 
on  its  fuifa^e;  and  though  we  have,  in  fome  baronies, 
perfbns  appointed  as  confervator«,  there  is  fcarcely 
any  difference  in  the  roads  of  their  diftrift,  from  thofe 
where  no  fnch  ofBcer  exifis,  becaufe  there  is  no  re*- 
Qk^Bfibility  attached  to  the  appointment.  Here  I  muft 
except  the  barony  oiF  Kells,  whofe  conlervator.  Cap- 
tain MoUoy,  is  extremely  a6Hve,  and  his  exertions  are 
crowned  with  fuccels. 

The  trade  of  road-johblng  is  praftifed  to  fome  extent 
by  many  of  our  little  farmers,  to  whofe  horfes  and 
cars  it  gives  employment  for  a  month  m  fummer,  to 
the  very  great  injury  of  their  fallow  grounds,  which 
are  always  neglefted;  a  preference  being  given  to  road- 
jobbing,  rather  than  working  and  jnanuring  them. 

In  the  expenditure  applied  to  road-making,  as  in  the 
carrying  on  of  moft  public  works  in  this  county, 
sbufes  of  a  glaring  nature  appear  every  day,  which, 
though  feen  by  every  body,  yet  are  the  bufinefs  of  no- 
body; and,  although  the  precautionary  fteps,  taken  at 
the  barony  meetings,  are  in  forae  meafure  a  check  to 
fuch  frauds,  yet  no  means,  as  far  as  I  can  fee,  have 
hitherto  proved  efifeftual  towards  puttmg  a  ftop  to 
what  deferves  no  better  name  than  public  robbery,  and 
why?  There  is  no  perfon,  on  whom  refponfibility  is 
£xed,  afid  the  too  common  recourfe  to  affidavit  is  the 
pnly  necefTary  ftep  towards  obtaining  money  for  work^ 
.  well  or  ill  executed. 

Why, 
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.  Why,  therefore,  may  there  not  be  an  aSive  perfoik 
tppolnted,  whofe  whole  time  and  attention  ftiould  be 
occupied  la  maldng  con  ft  ant  perambnktionSt  to  obferve 
throughout  the  couaty  or  barony,  what  roads  want  re- 
pair, what  bridges,  gullets,  walls,  &:c^  are  requifite  to 
be  buUt,  and  who  fliould  afterwards  fee,  that  fuch 
works  are  executed  in  a  fair  and  permanent  manner, 
making  it  an  indifpenfible  ftep,  that  hh  report  of  the  n^ 
ajfity  of  the  work  Jhould  be  made  previous  to  the 
prefcntment  having  been  fought  for,  and  his  certificate 
be  abfolutely  requifite,  of  the  work  having  been  done  io 
%fa%r  and  cquitabk  manmry  before  the  amount  is  paid, 
particularly  as  the  road  aft  empowers  the  grand  jury 
to  appoint  fuch  an  officer,  A  map  of  each  barony,  on 
a  very  large  fcalc,  with  copious  references  thereto, 
fliould  be  placed  in  their  room,  for  the  infpeilion  of  the 
grand  jury  during  their  fittings,  in  order  that  any  pare 
of  the  county  may  come  under  the  notice  of  the  body 
at  larger^  as  a  check  to  jobbing,  and  the  partial  expeft- 
diture  of  public  money,  under  the  fpecious  heads  of 
fljorteniug  lines  by  new  roadsj  fliutting  up  old  ones, 
and  ere^ing  bridges,  gullets,  &Cp  The  tax^  for  the 
year  ending  Lent  i  S02,  amounted  to  the  enormous  fum 
of  ;f.  30,2  20  fterhng,  upon  the  county- 
Some  fiep  is  abfolutely  requifite,  as  the  tax  is  annual- 
ly increafingj  and  though  the  roads  are  kept  in  much 
better  repair  than  heretofore,  yet  the  expence  arifing 
therefrom  might  be  diminillied  at  leaft  a  third.    The 

gripe? 
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gripes  of  the  ^<be8  atre,  ia  moft  inftancesy  next  to  the 
road)  theft,  howerer,  are  gradually  fiUmg  up  by  pre- 
fentmenty  by  which  meaos  the  roadB  are  made  wider 
aod  fafer;  Ms,  though  a  heavy  expcuoe  at  firft,  will 
in  the  eod  prove  die  beft  economy;  as  in  fituatioos 
where  they  retired  r^air,  while  narrow^  every  third 
or  fourth  year,  when  once  they  are  effeftnally  repair* 
ed  and  nvukmed^  they  will  not  require  mending  again 
for  Ck  years.    The  grand  jury  feem  fo  thoroughly 
con^ced  of  ilie  necefficy  of  wide  roads,  upon  econo- 
mical prindpies,  that  they  ieldom  refufe  a  prefentment 
for  widening.    High  thorn  hedges  are  of  very  great 
diladvatitage  to  roads,  preventing  the  action  of  the  fna 
Md  wind  on  their  furface,  fbr  the  purpofe  of  drying 
them  fpee^y;  many  confider  hedgerows  of  timber 
trees  as  equally  bad,  from  the  eifeAs  of  their  drop* 
piag;  but,  if  the  thorn  quicks  were  kept  down,  and 
clofely  (horn,  hedgerows  would  do  no  material  inj^y, 
is  the  wind  would  have  free  accefi  between  them. 

In  repairing  roads,  it  is  the  general  uftge  through- 
Out  die  county,  to  break  t^  part  of  die  old  work 
Ugbtly,  before  kybig  on  the  gravel  or  fmall  flones,  as 
thereby  the  cMl  and  new  work  are  incorporated,  eftc* 
tually  prevendng  die  water  from  forming  lodgements 
between  diem,  which  occafion  the  new  work  to  rife, 
to  the  injury  of  the  whole.  The  grand  jury  of  the 
county  have  git^^n  their  ian£lion  to  this  mode,  and  it^ 
itdvoAta^,  tog^er  with  thofe  arifing  from  the  pracr 
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tice  of  raUiQg  the  middle  of  the  roads  fbrnewhat  higher 
than  the  edges,  and  leaviDg  paflkges  for  the  water  to 
ran  off  eafily,  are  mamfieft.  In  moft  new  r6ads  a 
pathway  is  left  on  one  fide  for  foot  paflengers;  it  is 
raiied  a  litde  above  the  level  (^  the  road,  and,  indepea* 
dent  of  its  being  ufifol,  it  is  ornaibental  alio,  and 
ferves  to  give  breadth  and  air  to  the  road* 

It  has  been  remarked  by  perfons,  who  are  intimately 
acquainted  with  moft  parts  of  Europe,  that,  in  whate- 
ver other  part  of  view  Ireland  may  be  defident,  when 
either  her  public  or  pritate  roads  are  confidered,  fhe 
certainly  excels  all  other  countries,  both  with  tefpeSk 
to  the  manner  of  raiiiag  the  amount  g(  fuch  repair$» 
and  in  the  fubfequent  mode  of  appKcatioD,  againft 
which,  if  the  contraftors  could  be  induced  to  aft  ho^ 
neftly  and  confcitntiottay  in  the  expenditure,  there  can^p 
not  be  a  weU-founded  objcftion. 

;rhe  rich  cxtenfive  landholder  pays  the  principal 
part,  of  the  expence,  as  it  is  an  acreable  charge,  and 
though  the  poor  man  feels  the  tax  as  heavily  upon  his 
fmall  farm  as,  perhaps,  the  exttnfive  farmer  and 
grazier  upon  his  large  trails,  yet  he  receives  employ-^ 
ment  for  himfelf  and  horfe,  in  the  making  and  mejnd- 
ing  of  thofe  roads,  to  a  much  greater  amount  than  the 
ftare  of  the  tax,  which  falls  to  bis  lot,  fo  ^t  upon 
the  whole  he  is  a  gainer. 

The  firft  objeft  in  the  improvement  of  a  country 
ihould  be  th^t  of  ^mcndmg  th(p  rQads,  the  advantages 

^irifwg 
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^ling  from  which  caa  only  be  conceived  by  thofe, 
who  have  experienced  the  nuferies  attendant  on>  and 
the  obftades  arifing  from  thofe  ont  of  repair.  Good 
roads  greatly  affift  in  the  approximation  of  the  market 
tp  the  door  of  the  farmer,  and  o(  market  to  market ; 
they  are  an  inducement  to  perfons  of  property  to  refide 
in  the  country,  as  fodal  intercourfe  may  be  more  eafUy 
prefbrved ;  they  are  the  means  of  enabling  the  farmer 
to  keep  his  g^xHlnds  in  a  ftate  of  fertility,  by  affording 
him  a  fkfe  and  commodious  carriage  for  lime,  dang, 
and  other  manures  ;  and  they  are  aiburce  of  economy 
to  him,  by  preventing  a  wear  and  tear  of  machinery, 
which  muft  neceflarily  arife  in  countries  not  fo  f(Mr< 
tunate« 

Sect.  2.     CanaU. 

The  canals  of  this  county,  generally  fpeaking,  muft 
be  looked  upon  as  in  their  infancy,  nor  can  the  diftrid 
tinder  furvey  boaft  of  more  than  two  running  through 
it,  viz.  the  Boyne,  and  a  imall  part  of  the  Royal  canal* 
Xhe  former  is  navigable  from  Drogheda  to  Navan, 
which  latter  town  it  has  fo  greatly  benefited,  that  all 
property,  whether  in  lands  or  houfes,  either  in  the 
town,  or  immediately  in  its  neighbourhood,  is  nearly 
doubled  in  value  from  what  it  was  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  fince. 

The 
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The  market  for  grain  is  al(b  oooiSderabiy  iocre^^ 
and  is  advancing  m  wealth  and  extent  every  feafen^  a9i 
Iby  this  meansy  the  farmer  or  corn-deater  has  a  ^ea^ 
conveyance  to  Drogheda,  which  is  the  belt  corn  ssar* 
ket  in  the  kingdom.  ^  The  other  canal  has  not  yet  e»- 
tended  itfdf  into  this  county,  fo  as  to  be  of  any  nfe  to 
Hi  for  though  h  is  excavated  for  feme  extenf,  yet  k  fs 
not  as  yet  navigaible;  bnt  we  may  pronnfe  ourl^ves,  that 
infinite  advantage  muft  hereafter  enfue,  by  opting  a  line 
of  eafy  commmiication  between  the  fontfaem  part»  of 
thie  county,  and  die  market  of  Dnbhn,  attended  wish 
the  hke  benefidal  coniequences,  which  evidendy  arift 
to  thoie  pares  of  the  connty,  to  which  the  Boyne  canal 
extends  its  influence,  by  facilitating  the  intercourft 
with  the  interior  and  the  Drogheda  market.  In  fliort, 
a  ftranger,  viewing  the  map  of  the  county  of  Meath, 
and  being  informed,  that  an  ample  fupply  of  water,  for 
a  navigation  of  almoft  any  extent  of  trade,  might  be 
derived  from  either  the  rivers  Boyne  or  Blackwater, 
on  which  an  enlarged  trade  might  be  expcftcd ;  that 
the  towns  of  Trim,  Kells,  and  Athboy,  with  the  ex- 
fcnfive  bog  contiguous  thereto,  all  fituatcd  in  a  rich 
and  fertile  country,  whofe  inhabitants  have  every  wifli 
«nd  ability  to  forward  foch  undertakings,  are  lituated 
on  a  level  with  refpeft  to  each  other,  commanding,  at 
two  points,  viz.  above  Trim,  and  near  Kells,  the 
above-mentioned  rivers,  from  either  of  which  points, 
.to  within  half  a  mile  of  Navan,  there  would  not  be  a 

iicceffity 
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fieceffity  for  even  one  lock;  a  ftraager,  I  fay,  w<mld 
be  fb  firuck  witk  circnmihinces  fi>  plain  and  conviao 
iag,  that  be  would  be  iadined  to  «claiin ;  Why  is  not 
Meath-*-a  comity  aboQikttag  in  every  granulous  pro^ 
doft  the  earth  can  bcftow — ^fo  highly  favoured  by 
divine  providence,  axKi  ib  drcumftanced  as  to  the  na^i 
ttire  of  its  fvxhcc — ^why  k  it  not  interfe£led  with  ca» 
pais,  a£>rdiag  thiareby  an  eafy  mode  of  pouring  forth 
the  fuperabtt&dance  of  her  internal  produce  to  coirn* 
tries  not  fi>  highly  blelfed?  Or  why,  if  the  inhabitaatS' 
jil  the  country  are  dtlier  unable,  or  unwiUing  to  for- 
ward fudi  a  work,  is  it  not  undertaken  by  the  Execu^ 
«live  power,  and,  when  fioiflied,  farmed  out  for  the  ia^ 
Mdnal  advantage  ?  Sud),  with  juftice,  would  be  the 
language  of  a  ftranger,  unacquainted  with  the  many^ 
fruitleis  attempts  heretofore  inade,  for  the  exten£on  of 
the  inland  navigation  of  the  county,  owing  to  indivi* 
duals,  either  through  intereft  or  addrefs,  procuring^  ' 
large  fums  of  money  for  mere  local  advantages,  which 
Aiould  be  expended  for  the  general  good,  thereby  f«h- 
dering  the  fum,  orig^ally  cftimated  as  likely  to  be  f«f-i 
fident  to  carry  the  work  to  its  projefted  extent, 
fcarcely  adequate  to  perfeft  more  than  one-halt 

To  expatiate  upon  the  advantages  of  inland  naviga- 
ttoQ  in  any  country,  but  more  particularly  in  one  fo 
highly  improved,  rich,  and  fertile,  as  the  county  of 
Meath  is,  would  be  to  infift  upon  the  utility  of  an  ob« 
je£V,  to  which  all  muA  adent,  as  thefe  advantages  are 

obyious 
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obrioiis  to  even  the  jjHoft  nnobferring.  Indepetf deot 
of  the  great  purpofes  anfwered  by  the  carriage  of  ftiel,' 
for.  burnmg  lime  or  for  houfe  ufes,  timber,  fktesy 
foreign  feeds,  fpirituous.  liquors  of  all  kinds,  wine, 
porter,  and  tobacco,  together /with  .all  fpedes.of  im-. 
ported  goods,  as  a  returning  trade,  arifing  from  that  re- 
qnired  for  conreying  corti  alxd  other  internal  produc* 
tions  to  the  fea-port ;  we  muft  view  .thcun  asr  objects  of 
v^  national  importance,  and  perceive,  that  the  king-, 
dom  at  large  would  deriire  many  advantages  from  To 
•xtenfive  a  fyftem,  in  the  carriage,  of  goods  between 
the  metropdis  and  different,  parts. of  the  kingdom  in 
return..  liVhen  we  Ukewiie  coniider,  that  land-carriag« 
requires  an  incredible  number  of  horfes,  and  tfaftt  each 
of  thefe  horfes  confumes  as  much  corn, independent  of 
other  kinds  of  food,  as  would  annually  maintain  three 
labouring  men ;  and  that  one  or  two  horfes,  by  means 
of  water-carriage,  are  equal  to  tranfport  as  much 
goods,  as  can  pof&bly  be  effeffed  by  fixty  horfes  on 
cars,  and  in  a  much  more  fecure  and  fafe  manner,  it 
becomes  a  fair  inference,  that  the  public  would  thus^ 
annually  gain  provifion  for  fixty  of  the  labouring  poor, 
for  every  boat>  properly  eAabHfhed  on  an  inland  canal, 
'  faving,  at  the  fame  time,  the  heavy  expence  neceflarily 
incurred  by  the  damage  done  to  the  high-roads,  from 
the  paffing  and  repaying  of  fixty  cars,  required  in  fo 
much  trade  throughout  the  county. 

There 
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There  cannot  be  a  ftronger  illoftration  of  the  advaov 
tages,  arifing  from  a  OM^igation  running  through  i 
country,  than  the  flourkhing  ftate  of  trade  in  the  town 
of  Navan,  with  refpe£t  to  its  population,  and  the  ifi«- 
creafe  of  its  buildings. 

One  drcumftance,  which  came  immediately  under 
«iy  own  knowledge,  will  fervc  to  exeibpllfy  the  rapid 
rife  on  the  value  of  land.  A  part  of  the  banks  of  the 
canal  at  Navan,  the  eftate  ot  Skeffington  Thompfotf, 
Efq.  had  been  broken  up  by  (Ju^f rying  ftoncs,  and  in 
winter  the  river  Boyne  c6ntinually  flotxicd  it  formerly. 
This  lot  of  wafte  ground  he  let  to  Mr.Codd  of  N*. 
van,  who  built  thereon  two  hdufes,.  and  let  fites  for 
nine  more.  The  ground  (ot  a  twelfth  w^s  latiely  1^ 
for  five  pounds  per  aotmin  more^  ih^n  he  paid  for  the 
whole  holding. 

As  canals  extend  into  the  country,  their  advantages 

multiply  in  an  increafed  rado  j  and,  where  the  town  of 

Navan  would  be  benefited  in  one  pound  by  the  local 

advantage  of  water-carriage  to  a  fea-port,  Trim  ot 

Eells  would  benefit  kt  five  $  for  the  gteat^r  the  dift<* 

ance,  the  greater  objcft  water-carriage  becomes.  For 

mflance,  no  man  would  loiad  i  boat  for  five  milea,  but 

for  fifty  miles  the  advantage  would  be  immenfe,  as  th^ 

iame  expence  in  loading  and  unloading  is  required  fen: 

t>ne  as  the  other ;  and  except  at  pdnts,  fituated  at  a 

great  diftance  from  the  line  of  canal,  the  general  int4- 

xioT  of  a  country  muft  derive  uncommon  advantage; 

B  b  and 
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and  ihofe  parts  flill  more  contiguous  likewife,  holding 
ftfyeOivtlj,  as  I  before  meotioned,  a  certain  ratio  witb 
.the  diftance,  and  iocreafing  proportionally  thereto,  un« 
der  a  particular  limitatioo,  which  m^  be  calcukted 
from  the  annexed  figure ;  in  which  A,  reprefents  th^ 
point,  where  the  canal  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea,  and 
By  the  canal,  at  the  diftance  of*  forty  itiiles  from  it ;  C, 
the  fuppofed  line,  to  which  the  influence  of  the  canal 
extends,  which  influence  encreafes,  as  the  canal  pro- 
ceeds into  the  country;  and  when  it  arrives  at  the 
.pdnt  D,  the  line  of  influence  is  only  thirteen  miles  of 
land-carriage  for  loading,  but  to  the  fea  it  would  be 
upwards  of  forty-two  miles ;  and,  as  the  carriage  of 
^oods  by  water  is,  to  be  regulated  at  one  penny  per  toa 
per  mile,  there  wotild  be  a  faving  of  about  two  pounds 
fixteen  fliiUings  per  ton,  on  all  goods  carried  by  water; 
the  ufual  rs^e  of  land^cajrriage  being  about  nine-pence 
per  cwt.  for  every  ten  miles. 

Several  fchemes  have  been  formed  for  the  extenfioii 
^f  a  line  of  canal  from  Navan,  which  fcems  naturally 
to  be  the  point,  whence  all  canals,  proceeding  inland, 
fhould  branch,  and  through  which  the  produftions  of 
the  diftant  and  different  parts,  to  which  the  line  ex* 
tended,  fliould  be  forwarded  to  the  towns  more  inter- 
nally fituated  in  the  county. 

The  branch  toTfim  was  included  in  the  original 
Boyne  fcheme,  and  A  great  proportion,  of  the  work  is 
'l&ow  excavated.    Thofe^  to  Athboy  and  Kellsj  have 
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AOt  18  yet  been  fubfcribed  for,  though  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Kells  are  ready  to  offer  a  fum  fufBdent 
to  carry  on  the  work  as  far  as  that  town  5  yet,  from, 
fome  fatality,  ever  auoidant  on  works  of  this  Idnd  hi 
Ireland,  the  proportion  and  fcheme  have  for  the  pre^ 
fent  been  negleAed.  * 

The  nulitary  avocations,  which  have  occupied  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  Marquis  of  Headfort  for  fome 
years  back,  have  occafioned  in  him  an  inattention  to 
public  wcMfks  through  the  county,  which  would  other- 
wife  be  unpardonable  in  a  nobleman  of  his  Lordfhip't 
penetration  and  knowledge  of  bufinefs.  The  benefits^ 
that  would  neceifariiy  arife  to  the  town  of  Kells,  are 
evident  by  the  rife  upon  property,  which  confequently 
muft  take  place^  both  in  the  town,  and  the  adjacent 
Vmds ;  fo  that,  to  coniider  this  line  with  refpeft  to 
that  town  alqne,  independent  of  any  advantage,  that 
might  hereafter  arife  from  it,  to  the  Boyne  company^ 
or  to  the  other  companies,  if  they  fhould  extend  theit 
works  farther,  its  benefits  would  be  almoft  incalculable^ 

Fuel  is  generally  a  very  heavy  article  of  expence  s^ 
Kells,  but  this  would  be  done  away  in  a  great  mea* 
fure  by  the  facility  of  procuring  fea-coal,  and  the  €ar4 
riage  of  turf  from  the  great  bog  of  Onchm's-town,  to 
which  five  hundred  pounds  would  make  a  fide-branch 
op  the  river  of  Baljybeg,  the  water  of  which  wouUl 
greatly  affift  the  canal,  did  it  require  it,  in  the  fummer 
months* 

B  b  a  For 
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For  At  oomptetbn  of  the  ^Mrk  fioai  Narafi  to 
KeSfl^  it  is  eftimatcd^  that  ten  thoofatui  poimds  vouM 
be  an  ampk  aUowance,  of  wbkh  not  ntoie  thas  fioc 
thonfimd  fire  knadrod  ^vonld  be  leqniredto  be  raifel 
by  ftdofcriptiofi^  aa  tbe  grants  from  Gopcrniiseat  gmK* 
rally  amount  to  a  third  of  all  fums  tfans  expended* 

But  why  ttiocid  the  iiim  be  oMociMied  as  sMy  bzt  to 
ks  procedure)  when  the  lAb^canta  and  tiie  isaax^ 
diately  fiirroimding  gendeasMBt  have  otkstd  a  fioffideatt 
iuBi  for  its  coBBpletion^  lurorided  an  aA  of  fmihmaa^ 
was  pvocured  ?  to  ofataia  which,  withottt  die  ooneur* 
rence  and  fandUon  of  die  Matqms.of  HeadfiMt^  woak| 
be  a  vatnattempt*  When  the  work  wontd  be  finiflied 
to  KeUsy  it  mxtfi  ibon  exjtend  to  Longb  Ramar,  and 
thus  be  of  iofiiitte  adv^tntage  to  tbe  iohobiftaBta  of  the 
county  of  Cavan^  in  tbe  mere  article  of  limeftooe^ 
which  they  now  carry  cm  cart  not  lefs,  than  twdhod 
viiles.  On.  how  much  more  reafi>nable  terms  would 
they  hmt  'n,  if  once  a  mode  by  water-carriage  waa 
dkbiifised  ?  Tbej  bane  the Ji/ei,  bat  want  the  fioae^'of 
whkh  ii^  have  an  abu^ancc;^  yet  A^nt  the  fucL 

Together  wkh  thok  ^veady  nseattotied,  d»er&  havd 
^)eefi  letch  taken  of  a  northern  .line  pf  canal,  and  th6 
Mdertaking  very  favonrably  recurred;  this  line  i^  in-^ 
tended  to  extend  ftom  D«ibUn  to  fhe  North  of  Ireland^ 
runn'mg  through  Navan  and  Ketls;  i^e  prcje&ed  liae« 
dunning  from  Navan  to  K^\h,  being  to  ierve  as  part  of 
it.    For  a  particular  account  of  the  advantages,  bodi 
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'<o€al  and  generdl,  likely  td  be  derived  from  it,  I  muft 
t^r  rijy  fcaders^te  the  pdaled  report  of  Doftor  Gib- 

tktjf  Mr.  John  Fay,  and  Mr.  Matthew  Codd,  on  the 
ftftjcft :  they  are  fo  evident,  th^t  I  am  aftoniftied  the 
-^orlt  is  not  ^ready  in  great  Iforwardnefs,  more  parti- 
cnlariy,  as  an  extent  of  twenty  miles  might  be  exca- 
•vated,  and  made  navigable,  without  the  neceffity  of 
even  one  lock.    Thii  level  Is  moft  favourably  circnm- 
fldnced,  as  k  be^^s  at  Fidglafs,  and  terminates  at 
Al^xaoderead;  ^he  fbrAer  being  three  miles  froih 
Dnblin,  the  latter  place  about  an  Engliih  mile  from  the 
to^n  of  Navan,  and  a  compkte  command  of  an  ample 
(apply  of  water,  from  the  river  of  Kilmeflin,  or  from 
'th*  Boyne  above  Trim,  ftionld  the  trade  become  lb 
coiifiderable  as  to  demand  fo  great  a  fnpply.    Thus,  a 
trade  by  water  might,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  fay 
two  or  three,  be  cftabliftied  between  the  capital  and 
thofc  northern  diftrifts,  in  which  a  fpirit  of  trade  and^ 
agricultural  induftry  is  fo  remarkable ;  and,  while  the 
.profits,  derived  from  fuch  a  fource,  could  be  applied 
towards  perfefting  the  locks  at  Finglafs  and  Alexan- 
deread,  a  like  conduft  might  be  purfued  between  Na- 
van and  Kells,  in  which  level  there  is  an  extent  of 
eight  miles,  not  requiring  a  lock ;  fo  that  a  regularly 
eftablifhed  land-carriage   might  facilitate   this   grand 
projeft,  until  the  whole  plan,  and  locks  required,  were 
perfected  on  the  l^pe. 

This 
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This  object  is  (^  fo  moch  magoitnde  to  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  to  the  city,  from  which  it  is  toextend,  thi^ 
nothmg  but  the  moft  ftupid  apathy,  in  the  gentlemen 
of  momed  intereft  thronghoot  the  diftrift,  can  account 
for  a  delay,  not  only  arguing  a  want  of  public  ifnrit, 
but  of  an  intereft  in  affifting  that  community,  to  whicfi 
thoie,  who  enjoy  wealth  and  affluence,  are  fo  much 
indebted.  Together  with  the  import  pf  Mr-  Daniel 
Monks,  engineer  to  the  Boyne  navigatioa,  and  now 
employed  by  Government,  upon  ^e  fubjjeft,  I  fliall 
ftate  a  calculation,  made  by  the  committee,  of  the 
numbers  of  perfbns,  travelling  in  carriages,  or  op 
hprfeback,  paffing  through  the  Caftleknojck  gate  fropi 
one  year,  taken  from  the  turnpike  realms,  of  whom  it 
is  reafonable  to  concludie,  that  a  large  proportion 
would  go  in  the  paffage-boats,  if  once  properly  eftaU- 
liihed,  and  with  that  I  i^all  condi|de  this  fefliop 
of  the  Survey. 

To  the  Committeey  appointed  to  report  on  the  praBicabilitf 
and  advantages  of  a  Jlill-water  navigation^  to  extend 
from  the  city  of  Dublin  through  the  northern  countiu 
of  Ireland. 

GENTLEMEN, 

1  AM  now  prepared,  and  beg  leaye  to  lay 
before  you  my  plans  and  eftimates  of  that  part  of  the 
intended  navigation  of  the  northern  line,  between  Dub- 
lin  and  the  town  of  Kells  in  the  county  of  Meath,  to- 
gether 
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gcther  vith  thofe  of  the  oifT-branches  to  Trim,  Athboy^ 
and  to  the  Grand  canal  at  Edenderry;  the  whole  com* 
prizing  a  length  of  lixty-four  nuks,  nearly  on  a  level^. 
for  boats  of  twenty-»fivc  tons  burthen. 

The  maps,  I  here^^th  enclofe,  will  point  ont  the 
country  I  have  chofcn,  and  which  I  wil!  more  particu- 
larly  defcribe,  when  it  is  in  my  power  to  (nbmit  to 
your  further  confidcration  the  entire  of  my  plan  of  the 
northern  line  to  Lough  Erne  and  Lough  Neag^.  I 
have  nothing  more  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the 
plans,  than  what  arofe  from  your  queries  5  but  I  hope 
it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to. offer  fome  further  re«* 
marks  on  the  ftate  of  the  waters,  and  to  point  out 
more  diftinftly,  where  they  ar^  to  be  had  jfor  fupply- 
ing  of  the  different  lines. 

I  need  not  remind  you,  a$  I  prefume  it  is  full  in 
your  recoliedtion,  that  the  fnmndt-level,  now  executing 
between  Navan  and  Trim,  was  ordered  to  be  l^d  out 
in  fuch  manner,  as  woul^  beft  tend,  in  future,  to  create 
the  moft  eafy  communication  with  the  city  of  Dublin, 
by  a  northern  line,  which  has  been  done.  This  fum- 
mit-level  commences  within  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of 
Navan,  continues  to  Trim,  from  thence  to  Trimlet 
town  river,  and  to  the  level  of  the  river  Boyne,  which 
may  be  taken  in  fouth  of  the  lands  of  Clown,  on  the 
Edenderry  line.  The  fame  level  is  intended  to  be  car- 
ried from  where  it  commences  near  Navan,  as  part  of 
rfie  northern  line,  to  the  town  of  KcUs,  and  to  the< 

level 
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level  of  the  river  ^(^yrater^  a  mile  farther  northt 
near  to  Clevia's-bridge.  Here  is  ome  cootiaued  level 
from  one  great  river  to  the  other,  wbpfe  ahunijaot  fup* 
plies  are  not,  nor  caonot  be  equalled  io  Ireland.  Thefb 
were  the  waters  ori^ally  iotended  by  me,  to  fapply 
the  propofed  noxtbem  lioe  to  the  city  of  DubUo,  by 
cooduoiog  them  on  a  low  a()uedu£t,  acrofs  the  river 
Boy^e  above  Trim,  and  thence  near  to  Ktllm^Qan^  and 
to  the  great  level,  betweien  Dublin  aojd  Navan,  which 
is  alio  injtended  to  be  on  the  fame  leveL 

A  conftant  refidence  in  Meath  for  upw^ds  of  tea 
years,  together  with  frequent  obfervatioos  on  the  ftatp 
of  the  rivers,  and  ijpriogs,  between  Dublin  and  the 
river  Boyne,  during  the  dryeit  feafonSji  peih^,  known 
to  the  prefent  people,  afforded  v^  opportunities,  pre*^ 
rious  to  the  furvcys  apd  levels  I  have  taken  by  order 
of  the  company,  which  I  fuppofe  no  eqj^neer  ever  had 
it  in  his  power  to  make  in  the  fame  dire^iou)  and  the 
many  favourable  drcumftanoes,  arifiijg  from  the  pro?- 
pofed  fchcme,  ftimujated  ftill  further  that  exertion, 
which  I  hope,  through  the  fupport  of  the  gentlemen 
of  this  country,  will  ultimately  tend  towards  the  com- 
pletion of  the  whole  projeft,  and  which,  I  am  convmci- 
ed,  can  be  executed  at  confiderably  lefs  expence  than 
I  at  &^  imagined,  from  what  I  fhall  here  explain. 

The  river  of  Kilmeflan^  has  many  fourpes,  (on  moft 
of  them  are  mills)  and,  when  colleAed  near  Kilmefl#n, 
the  whole  are  coufiderable;  having  4owed  abundantly 
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dvriog  the  remarkable  drooght  of  lift  year.  9y  con** 
duAing  this  river,  which  is  an  ample  fupply  ia  itTelf^ 
from  the  mill  of  Killmeflkn,  through  the  Jim4«  of  Caf^ 
jletowa  Tara,  to  Garlacroft,  where  may  be  added  the 
fmall  ftream  of  lifiDnlHaj  they  may  be  carried  to  Ger« 
rardftown^  where  they  eoter  the  gr^d  fummit-levet, 
jtn  thi$  aeigbbottrhood  is  the  fource  of  the  Nanny- 
water^  wUch  I  will  not  bring  into  acQOtmt>  and  I  will 
alfo  pais  over  other$^  that  could  afford  Ibme  finaU  fufiu 
port  in  dry  fufooier^j  &<^  a»  the  ftreams  of  Water*- 
town  and  Renagban. 

At  Macetown,  is  a  coofts^nt  n;in|uag  river»  wbicK 
^an,  at  very  little  expence,  be  turned  into  the  levql 
at  the  ]MiUr*pond}  the  fburces  of  this  river  are  con^ 
Aantly  flowing^  and  ahbo^gh  it  appears  Aaallj  it  ftand^ 
nearly  equal  through  the  year,  but  k  decireafed  frpfp 
its  uiual  Tummer  fiandardj  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  dry 
feafba.  Proceeding  towards  Kilbrew,  we  meet  the 
IRadfith  river,  which  ieldom  failed  of  a  ftxong  run  of 
water  until  the  laft  fommer^  this  alfo  may  be  brought 
in  at  very  littk  expence. 

PaiSng  Kilbrew,  we  arrive  at  the  Cookftown  river^ 
after  it  defqends  from  the  mitt  of  Ratoatb  \  it  is  iacreaf* 
ed  by  other  fprings,  before  it  reaches  the  line  of  canal^ 
and  can  readily  be  turned  into  the  level.  The  nesGt 
ilream  is  at  Baltrafha,  and»  although  but  fmall,  I^olv 
ferved  it  to  flow  briflcly,  and  with  nearly  as  much  wa^ 
t^r  as  the  Cookftown  river.    There  are  other  fmall 

fireama 
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ihretffls  between  tius  and  Chapel-midway,  which  wilt 
be  of  oic. 

Chapel-midway  river,  I  found,  did  not  decreafe  fa 
much  as  the  Cookftown,  and  may  be  confidered  a  ufe« 
fbl  fnpply.  The  next  and  laft  I  fliall  trouble  yon  vnth 
mentioning  is,  a  large  ftream  that  falls  to  the  mill  ot 
-St.  Margaret's,  and  I  (hall  generally  obfcrve  on  the 
whole,  that  I  have  never  feen  To  many  in  fb  great  a 
•length  of  country,  that  may  be  fb  eafily  drawn  in  as 
"ftppiies,  and  fo  readily  pafled  over  with  a  canal;  and 
when  they  are  coUefted  into  one  level,  an  extent  of 
^Iwenty^one  miles  and  a  half,  they  are  fufEdent  to 
iupport  a  moil  extenfive  trade  at  all  feafbns.  If  a 
trade  ihould  take  place  to  exceed  our  prefent  opinion-, 
this  great  level  might  be  made  to  zCt  as  a  grand  re^* 
fervoir,  by  incrcaflng  the  height  of  the  water  above  the 
Common  navigable  level;  and  further,  if  a  trade  (hould 
be  to  furpais  our  utmoft  wUhes,  there  is  ftill  the  fame 
opportunity  and  recourfe  to  the  rivers  Boyne  and 
Black  water,  as  the  profits  of  a  trade,  demanding  fb  great 
an  addition  of  water,  muft  very  far  counterbalance  the 
comparatively  trifling  expence,  of  extending  the  fup- 
-ply  cut  from  the  mill  of  KillmefTan  to  Trim,  a  diftancc 
^f  fbmewhat  more  than  fix  miles,  in  a  level  country, 
where  an  inexhauflible  fupply  may  be  received  by  an 
aqueduft  from  thp  gr^at  north  Ipvcl,  as  before  men- 
tioned. 
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Au  intercourfe  may  be  had  with  the  fouth  aqcl  weft 
'  of  Ireland,  through  the  Grand  canal,  by  the  Eden*.' 
derry  line^  that  canal  affording  -ample  water  to  lock 
up  andt-down  at  Edenderry;  the  Athboy  line,  bei^g  oa 
a  level  with  Trito  and  |Cells»  therefore  has  th^  advay- 
t^ge  of  the  fame  fupplies, 

I  have  the  honour  tp  lic^ 
with  great  refpeft, 
gentlemen, 
your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

DANIEL  MONKS,  Engineer, 
i^^vfin,  Jan,  26 J  1 80 1. 
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Calculation  of  the  number  ofperfons  travelling  in  carriagei^ 
(sfc»  likely  to  go  in  the  boat,  if  once  eJMli/bed. 

looo  carriages^  carrying  two  perfons  each,  4000 
^Pcrfons  on  horfeback,    •  *  •   -        •        8000 


12,000 
From  Dablin  to  Kells,  in  the  ftatc  cabbm,  for     J^. 

12,000  pcrfons,  at  6s.  per  -  -  -  3,600 
In  the  fecond  cabbin,  the  fame  number  of  per- 
Ions,  who  now  travel  on  foot,  but,  from  the 
moderate  expence  of  a  boat,  will  prefer  it,  at 
half  the  above  rate,  «...  1,800 
12,000  cars,  carrying  half  a  ton  each,  make 
<5,ooo  tons,  at  one  penny  per  ton,  per  mile, 
to  Kells,  thirty-four  miles,  %s.  lod.  per  ton,         850 

6,250 
It  is  certain,  that  an  equal  number  of  carriages, 

horfemen,  and  cars,  from  nearly  the  fame 

line  of  country,  go  by  other  roads  to  Dublin,  6,250 

12,500 
Deduft  for  expences. 

Four  paflage-boats,  at  j^.  1000  per  annum 

each,     -----        )C4>^^^ 

Officers  falary,  -        -        -  1,000 

Repairs  on  the  canal,  «        «  1,000 

■■  6,000 

Balance,        «       -        6,^00 

Which 
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Which  is  ibf  per  cent.,  for  ^.60,000,  the  full  amount 
of  the  necefTary  fubfcription. 

It  is  fair  to  conclude,  that  local  trade,  created  on  tho 
Bne,  muft  be  fully  equal  to  one  quarter  of  the  abovei 
lberd>y  leaving  full  ^.12  12s.  61L  per  cent,  to  the  fub- 
ib^>ers,  and  muft,  from  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  the  former  arguments  and  the  figure  demonftra- 
tire  thereof,  mcreafe  in  a  certain  ralio,  perhaps  not 
limited  u^  it  extendi  idelf  to  the  utmoft  verge  of 
this  ifland. 


Sect.  3.    Fairs  und  wedly  marhff. 


There  are  very  few  inland  counties  in  Ireland  bet- 
ter drcumftanced^  as  to  fairs  and  markets,  than  Meathi 
both  with  refpeft  to  their  number,  the  periods  at 
which  they  are  held,  and  their  difpofition  through  the 
county. 

Some  are  held  on  moveable  feftivals,  and  others  oil 
particular  days  of  the  month;  when  it  happens,  that 
one  of  thefe  moveable  feftivals  interferes  with  the 
ftated  day  for  holding  another  fair  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood,  the  ftated  fair  is  poftponed  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
whenever  the  fixed  day  falls  on  Sunday,  the  fair  is  in- 
variably held  on  the  following  Monday. 

A  general^ 
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A  general  lift  of  all  the  fairs  in  Ireland  is  publiflied 

every  year  in  the  almanack;  bnt  as  fbme  of  them  arc 

obfolete,  although  a  patent  ftill  exifts  for  thdr  being 

held>  I  have  marked  them  viAth  aA  afterifk. 

Atbboy  has  four  fairs;  on  the  4th  of  May  for  ftore  cat-* 
de;  the  4th  of  Auguft  for  early  beef,  wool»  year** 
ling  calves,  &c.;  and  the  8th  of  November  for  fat 
cattle,  ftore  bullocks,  hogs,  and  flieep.  The  fourdi 
fair  is  held  early  in  fpring,  by  general  jconieat, 
and  is  advertiied  by  handbills. 

Ardcath  has  three  fairs,  but  there  is  very  little  buiineif 
done  there;  they  are  held  on  tfie  7th  of  May,  24th 
June,  and  27th  Oftoberi- 

Armaghhreaga  ha^  four;  the  19th  of  May,  and  19th  July 
for  ftore  cattle;  24th  of  Oftober,  and  7th  Decem- 
ber for  fat  cattle;  the  laft  if  a  good  deal  frequent* 
ed  by  northern  buyers.  The  19th  July  b  alfo  a 
tuool  fair,  and  is  increafing  annually  Jn  that  refpe£h 

ieSiive-iridge^nd  has  two;  on  the  i5th  of  May  for  dry 
cows  and  large  fpringers,  for  the  Dublin  dairy* 
men;  and  on  the  i ft  of  November,  principally  for 
hogs. 

*Bramhallj  ift  of  June,  and  ift  December^ 

'*BeIlgree,  4th  June. 

BallyBogan,  25th  of  September. 

Carlanfitnun  has  four;  12th  of  March,  and  ift  of 
May,  for  ftore  bullocks,  dry  cows,  ewes,  lambs, 
and  yearling  calves;  6th  of  Auguft  and  19th  of 

November 
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November  for  fat  cattle,;  particularly  the  latter, 
'  which  is  confidered  the  largeft  and  beft  fair  for 

beef  in  the  county. 
Crojfakiel  has  four  5  9th  of  May,  and  i6th  of  Auguft, 

for  dry  cows,  ftore  cattle,  and  fpringerss   2nd  of 

November,  and   15th  December,  for  fat  cattle, 

hogs,  &c. 
*Cq/He^or^  I2th  of  May. 
fCulrnuUe^y  22nd  November* 
^Drumbridey  1 2th  February. 

DuUek  has  three,  25th  March,  3rd  of  Mty,  24th  Janoi 
fDun/baghlini  nth  June,  loth  December.    ' 
Dunboyne^  on  the  9th  of  July,  principally  for  horfes.    . 
^Garreijiotm^  26tli  of  Auguft. 
Jiells  has  four;    i2th  of  February,   and  the  eve  of 

Afcenfion  day,  for  dry  cows  and  ftore  cattlej  th^ 
.    9th  of  September,  for  ftore  flieep,  wool,  and  beef; 

and  i($th  of  OAober,  for  rams,  eyes,  ftore  flieept 

and  beef. 
*Kildalky^  27th  February,  27th  March. 
*Kilmainiam'^ood,   14th  April,  5th  May,   i6th  JuQe^ 

*  3cth  Oftober. 
Longwood  has  fonr ;  i  ft  February,  26th  M^y,  1 2th  JuljV 

nth  December. 
Mulph^dder  has  two  ;  23rd  May,  13th  November. 
TJavmn  has  four;  on  Eafter  and  Trinity  Mondays,  for 

ftore  cattle^   hogs,  ftieep,    and   horfes;    the  firft 

Monday  in  September,  and  firft  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber^ 
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ber^  old  Aile^   fot  beef,    (lore  ballodc^    fl^eep, 

horfesi  and  hogd* 
KoUer  has  four}  the  26th  April,  25th  May,  loth 
'     June,  i5^th  Auguft* 
OldcaftithzB  {even,  of  which  two  arc  oKolcte;   nth 

of  January,  26th  April,  pth  June,  20th  Auguft, 

20th  September,  28th  Oftober,  14th  Decetnber. 
^Ortftown^  13th  May,  nth  Odlober. 
Rathtnolion  has  three;  the  igth  April,  i  ft  June,  2ot& 

November. 
tlane  has  four ;  the  and  April,  2nd  June,  2nd  Sep* 

tember,  8th  November. 
Summerhill  has  four;  the  30th  April,  and  pth  May,  for 

cows;  22nd  September,  fot  flleep;  and  25th  No- 
vember, for  fat  cattle. 
Wireen  has  two;   20th  June,  for  dry  cows  and  pet 

Iambs;  loth  October,  foi"  fheep  and  rams,  and  caft 

work-horfes. 
Tr/w  has  five;  the  27  th  March,  8th  May,  3rd  June,. 

for  dry  cows;    ift  Oftober,   which  is  the  beft 

fdr  in  the  county  for  Iheq);  i(fth  November,  for 

beef, 
^Warrenfitmn^  ift  January,  2dth  April,  21ft  June,  Jtod 

2d  September. 

In  confequence  of  a  regulation  lately  adopted,  the 
Xara  fair  is  held  in  each  to^wn  (Hk  tb^  market  day,  im- 

giediatclj 
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Mediately  previous  to  the  fair.     There  are  alfo  weekly 

markets  in  the  following  towns^  viz : — 

Athboyt  dn  Tfiurfday,  in  which  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
corn  fold  of  late  years,  fome  yarn,  and  merchan- 
dize for  the  peafantry. 

Dunjbaghlin;  on  Thurfday,  where  very  little  bufinefs  is 
done,  but  it  feems  increafing. 

Kellsf  on  Saturday ;  there  is  a  good  deal  of  corn  fold 
there,  principally  for  malting,  much  yarn,  coarfe 
linen,  and  country  merchandize,  hogs,  hides,  &c.; 
and  in  the  fummer  months,  a  few  dry  cows  and 
fpringers  are  expofed  for  fale. 

^avan,  on  Wednefday,  which  is  by  far  the  beft  market 
10  the  county,  both  for  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  corn  fold  there.  This,  as  may  be  eafily  ima- 
gined, muft  be  attributable  to  the  Boyne  canal  be- 
ing finished  fo  far,  which  furnifhes  an  eafy  commu- 
nication with  the  great  corn  port  of  Drogheda.  It 
,  is  alfo  a  good  market  for  ftore  and  fat  cows,  par- 
ticularly from  the  firft  of  September  to  Chriftmas, 
during  which  time  about  one  hundred  head  are 
fold  at  each  market,  on  an  average,  exclufive  of 
thofe  turned  put  unfold;  and  in  the  fpring  and 
fummer  months,  fpringers  and  dry  cows  are  ex- 
pofed for  fale.  It  is  alfo  fupplied  with  vaft  num- 
bers of  bacon  hogs  and  porkers,  butter,  in  large 
quantities,  fome  coarfe  linen,  yarn,  frizes,  and 
c  c  '  country 
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cotiQtry  flierchaddize  m  great  etbotidaBce,  sadtth 
becoming  the  com  depot  of  Meath. 

NcMer.  Thk  market  h  <eldom  held,  although  fitoated 
in  the  widA  of  a  fine  barley  eoantry;  bst  as  it  U 
the  buyer  makes  the  market,  and,  as  there  are  no 
cxtenfive  malftefs  nor  fnillcrs  near  Nobbcr,  the 
farmers  commonly  fend  their  com  to  Drogheda. 

Oidca/He.  This  market  is  held  on  Monday,  «Bd  is  by 
far  the  greateft  in  Ae  county,  for  yarn,  jwu^icu- 
larly  of  the  finer -kind;  there  is  but  litde  other  bu- 
iinefs  done  at  it,  although,  iince  the  eredion  of  the 
Ballinaganay  mills  by  Mr.  Henry,  be  io^Mrmed  me, 
that  ivheat  is  more  frequently  fown  in  that  port  of 
the  country  than  formerly.  It  is  a  plentifel  tteal- 
market,  and  well  fcrppKed  vitfa  'potatoes,  9cc. 

ilane.  There  is  a  very  inconfiderable  market  hdd  Jiere 
on  Thurfiiay,  which  anfes  from  its  trontigittty  to 
iJrogheda,  Navan,  and  )^ells,  irotwMiftanfing  the 
laudable  exertions  df  Lord  t^onyngham,  iviioSe  en- 
deavours for  the  public  good  are  tmoeafing. 

Trim  market  is  held  on  Saturday.  Hiere  is  a  good 
deal  of  com  fold  hi  it,  and  the  miHers  and  malfters 
of  Navan  generally  buy  there.  The  trade  of  the 
town  is,  liowevcr,  Tery  circumfcrtbed,  but  it  is 
likely  to  increaie  rapidly,  when  the  canal  reaches 
it. 

Sect. 
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Sect.  4.     Commerce. 

As  there  are  no  fea-ports  in  thp  fmall  part  of  this 
county,  which  is  bounded  by  the  fea>  moA  of  its  com- 
merce is  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  the  port  of 
Drqgheda.  It  principally  confifts  in  the  export  of  corn» 
flour,  and  ipirituous  li<juors ;  live  cattle,  fait  pork,  and 
beef  for  .viAualling  the  navy,  butter,  raw  hides,  tallow^ 
coarfe  linens,  and  fome  other  articles  \  in  exchange  for 
whiph,  it  imports  groceries  of  all  kinds,  porter,  culm^ 
coals^  deals,  iron^  flates,  ridge-tiles,  hemp,  pitchy 
tar,  a(hes  for  bleacheiis  and  foap-boilers,  hardware 
of  all  kinds,  clover  and  flax-feeds,  pak-bark  for  tan- 
ners^ together  with  many  other  articles  too  ni^merous 
to  mention;  and,  by  means  of  the  can^,  moft  of  the 
heavy  i^opds,  cpnfumed  in  t;he  county,  are  brought  to 
Navan  \  indeed,  I  may  fay,  the  chief  part  of  what  is 
imported  in  Drogheda,  is  for  the  confumption  or  trade 
of  this  county.  The  groceries  pf  fome  of  the  retail 
fhops,  of  the  dUFeretit  country  towns  Ij^ng  weftward» 
are  fupplted  from  Dublin  by  land-carriage ;  this  prac- 
tice will,  however,  be  greatly  diminiflxed,  when  the 
|>roje6led  line  of  canal,  to  Trim,  Kells,  and  Athboy,  is 
completed^  ihe  difference,  between  land  and  water 
carriage,  muft  then  become  an  objeft  of  more  ferious 
c  c  2  confideration. 
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confideratioD,  than  it  feems  to  be  at  prefent^  as  hat 
been  (hewn. 

The  commercial  interefts  of  this  county  have  been 
materially  benefited  by  the  difcontinuance  of  the  boun<^ 
ty  on  land-carriage  of  corn  to  Dablid.  The  regulation 
was  wifely  adopted  for  the  fupply  of  the  metropolis, 
but  the  neceffity  for  its  continuance  long  flnce  ceafed 
to  exift,  by  the  extenfion  of  the  coafiing  trade,  and  the 
inland  navigation  of  the  Grand  and  Royal  canals, 
which  afe  now  completed  to  k  confiderable  diftance 
from  Dublin,  and  are  every  clay  extending  their  courie. 
What  a  pity  they  run  fo  clofely  parallel  to  each  other, 
iTor  fuch  a  diftance  from  the. metropolis  as  they  do ! 

During  the  continuance  of  this  bounty,  the  farmers, 
in  the  moft  diftant  counties  of  Ireland,  were  placed  on 
a  better  footing  than  thofe  within  a  few  miles  of  Dub- 
lin, and  they  could  greatly  under  fell  them  even  in  their 
own  market  j  becaufe,  in  the  firft  inftance,  their  rents 
were  confiderably  lower  than  thofe  paid  in  this  coun- 
ty; and,  in  the  next,  the  bounty,  by  increaflog  in 
amount,  as  the  diftance  increafed,  after  a  certain  num- 
ber  of  miles,  equalled  the  value  of  the  carriage  in  moft, 
and,  in  m^ny  infiances,  far  exceeded  it.  It  did  not, 
therefore,  unfrequently  happen,  that  millers  and  corn- 
dealers,  within  very  few  miles  of  a  fea-port  town, 
in- the  counties  of  Cork  and  "Waterford,  lent  flour  and 
wheat  to  Dublin  by  land,  and  were  enabled  to  under- 
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fell  the  miller,  fituated  on  the  Boyne,  in  the  Dublin 
market. 

If  this  bounty  had  been  given  for  carriage  to  the 
next  fea-port  or  canai,  leading  to  the  capital,  the  ba« 
lance  of  trade  would  not  have  been  fo  much  againft 
this  county  as  it  was,  and,  confequently,  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  it  would  have  been  occupied  in  tillage, 
than  was  the  cafe  during  the  continuance  of  the  boun- 
ty, as  is  evident  from  the  great  proportion  of  it,  that 
has  been  broken  up,  and  the  number  of  flour-mills,  that 
have  been  erefted,  almoft  immediately  upon  the  repeal 
of  the  law,  which  eftabliftied  thofe  bounties ;  although 
in  the  midft  of  a  war,  and  when  the  demand  for  beef 
was  greater,  and  the  prices  higher,  than  at  any  former 
period.  If  this  bounty  be  npt  again  revived,  and  the 
forwarding  the  Boyne  canal  be  proiecuted  with  vigour. 
Acre  is  no  doubt  of  this  county  becoming  one  of  the 
greateft  corn  counties  in  the  kingdom ;  and  when  a 
proper  rotation,  with  the  intervention  of  green  or 
fallow  crops,  is  perfeftly  underftood  and  praftifed,  the 
quantity  of  beef,  fed  in  this  county,  will  not  be  as 
'  much  duniniflied  as  might  be  imagined^ 
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Sect.  5.    ManufaBures. 

Ths  chief  fnaoafaAiire  of  Meath  i$.thatof  fackM^; 
the  towj  or  raw  material,  of  which  it  is  compofed,  is 
brought  into  it  by  perfons  from  the  North  of  Ireland  \ 
and  though  it  often  happeQ3j  that  they  haTc  but  one 
fiarthing  per  pound  for  the  carriage^  yet  they  make 
confiderably  by  the  trade*  This  tow  is  bought  in  fmall 
quantities  by  the  poor,  who  ipin  it)  and  the  yara>  pro- 
duced thus,  is  (old.  to  the  weavers,  at  a  profit  of  three 
hal^nce  per  pounds  a  good  ipinner  being  able  to  ipia 
from  three  to  four  pounds  in  a  day^  but  two  pounds  is 
the  avera^  quantity^ 

This  manufacture  is  chiefly  carried  on  about  Navan, 
in  which  town  there  are  from  two  to  three  hundred 
looms  employed  in  weaving  iti  each  loom  saaking  about 
forty  pieces,  of  iixty  yards  each»  in  the  year.  The 
pieces  are  generally  ibid  in  Dublin,  at  from  lod.  ta 
14^  per  yard.  Dowlas,  and  three-quarters  wide 
cparfe  linens,  are  alfo  manufactured  for  exportation, 
principally  m  the  baronies  of  Slane  and  Duleek,  and 
i(dd  in  Drogheda,  whence  they  are  ihipped  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  to  dothe  the  Negroes.  Linen,  of  fomewhat  a 
finer  texture,  is  made  in  the  lower  barony  of  Kells, 
apd  in  Demifore,  and  fold  in  the  market  of  Oldcaftle, 

which 
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which  is«  however^  a  much  better  market  for  yarn  thaa 
for  Imen}  and  fome  few  weavers^  who  make  liaen  near 
Nobber  and  EUmamhamwood,  find  a  ready  iak  in  the 
market  of  King's^xmrty  in  the  county  of  Cavan;  a 
large  proportion  of  the  coarie  linens  of  the  county  ii 
fold  in  Droghtda,  In  the  barooiea  of  Dnnbc^nft  and 
Ratoath  there  ia  hardly  any  foch  thing  as  fpivung  ta 
be  met  vAtki  the  female  f^xt  of  the  family  ia»  of 
coorlbi  bred  up  in  total  idlcnef^  ori  what  U  woirf^^ 
in  breaking  and  deftroyu>g  the  fences  to  fupply  firing* 
Some  coarie  frizes  are  made  here  alfo^  but  they  are 
only  for  home  conf^a4>tiQii*  Whi4^>  if  }t  may.  he 
called  a  manufaAure^  is  diftiUed  in  large  <piaotUfia 
at  Navan^;  Mr.  Murphy  alone  pays  from  iPOQ  to 
1^300/.  per  month  duty,  fpr  bis  malt-houTe  and  difttlt 
lery;  his  malt-h<M»fe>  conftruAed  on  the  b^  pl?o>)s 
ereAed  on  the  verge  pf  the  Boyne  river,  which  is  na^ 
vigable  i^ider  ks  wallsj  by  which  oieans  he  conveys 
all  his  corn  by  water-carriagp  from  Drogbeda,  ^d  his 
malt  to  his  mill  by  the  fame  cpms^u^ation* 

Mr..M<Donnell  has  a  m^^nufa^bory  n^r  Navtn^  for 
the  coarser  kinds  of  paper,  which  fuccec^isd  very  wcU^ 
of  late  he  manufaAures  writing-paper.  Mr.  Cpxon,  a^ 
EnglUh  gentleman,  is  now  efeAing  a  co«ton-mill  on  the 
Boyne,  below  Navan,  on  a  fite  belonging  to  th^  Boyne 
canaly  very  favourable  to  its  extenfion,  which,  if  it  li^c- 
ceeds,  will  give  employment  to  ibme  hundreds  of  poor 
duldren,  at  preient  brought  up  in  habits  of  idlenefst 

for 
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for  want  of  fomc  fucb  employment,  Mted  to  thrfr  age 
aadftreogth.  .  -        ^ 

There  is,  upon  the  Nanny-water,  one  very  cxtenfivc 
bleach-green,  Bekynging  to  George  Amiftrong,  iBfq.' 
witfi  a  beetling-mMI,  and  other  mathiQefry,  reqnifitc  for 
earring  on  the  bnfineis.    In  the  town  and  neighbonr- 
b6pdof  Dunboyne,'  the  ftraw»hat  manufadnre  is  car- 
ficdontovery  great  extent,  and  the  work,  both  of 
^li^and  whole  ftfaw,  is  thdught  to  equal,  if  not  fnr- 
jn&f  that  made  at  Dunftable.    It  is  brought  to  this 
great  pbrfeSioo,  thrbngh  the  exerdons  of  Mfs  Hamil- 
tOQ,of:Hiimwoodi  and  at  Galtrim,  in  Deece  barony, 
from^die^are  and  attention  of  Mrs.  Dawfon  and  Mrs. 
Flnhyy:it-hag'  been,  brought  to.ftill  greater  perfeftion. 
lii'tlus'laft  place  the- plat  is  fold,  as*  the  fafhions,  for 
tbeform-of  booiKts,  hats,  Sec.  change  fo  frequently, 
thatdt  is  confidered  the  bleft  plan,  not  to  put  the  plat 
into  (hope.^  Coarfdr  kinds  of  ftraw-work,  fuch  as  bon-^ 
BistsV  &c*  are  ma<feln  maqy  parts  of  the  county,  but 
not  any  to  equal  thoie  mad^  at  Dunboyne  or  Galtrim* 
The  'manufa€hire  of  flat  and  pan-tiles,  garden-^pots, 
crocks^  pans,  and  all  kinds  of  coarfe  ^pottery,  is  carried 
on  at  Knock,  in  Morgallion  barony,  which  is  very  con- 
veniently fituated  with  refpeft  to  turf,  the  only  fuel 
ufed,  as  before  mentioned^ 

.  Clofe  to  the  bog  of  Garriftown,  in  Dnieek:  barony, 
there  are  a  grea^  number  of  nailers,  who  difpofe  of 
their  manufaAure  in  the  retail  /hops  of  Drogheda,  &c. 

^  Tan- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  MEATH.  393 

'Tan-yards  are  to  be  found  in  almoft  every  town  in 
Ae  county,  but  little  or  no  improvement  has  takea 
plac6  in  this  very  important  bufmefs.  The  price  of  raw 
hides  is  generally  from  four-pence  to  fix-pence  per 
pound.  There  are  two  fteel-mills  for  grinding  the 
bark,  by  the  affiftance  of  which  three  times  the  quan- 
tity is  ground,  with  one  horf^  as  in  the  ftone-mill. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  the  county  of  Meath  is  amongflr 
the  m^  opuleht,  and,  though  far  from  being  deftitute 
e^  nanufaAures,  yet  cannot  with  propriety  be  account- 
ed a  manufaQuriag  county,  verifying  the  oblervation, 
that  no  country  can  etectly  both  in  agriculture^  and  in  ma^- 
nufa&uresp 

Sect.  6.     Poor. 

There  is  no  legal  provifion  for  the  poor  of  this 
kingdom,  nor  is  there  any  other  termination  to  a  life, 
fpent  in  labour,  but  begging,  except  the  labourer,  fo 
fuperannuated,  has  a  fon  or  daughter  able  to  afford  a 
fcanty  fupport,  in  which  cafe  he  lives  with  them ;  al- 
though it  often  happens,  that  the  fon  or  daughter, 
from  having  a  large  family,  are  fcarcely  capable  of 
mdntaining  themfelves;  but,  indeed,  the  inhabitants 
are  fo  charitably  difpofed,  that  begging  feems  a  more 
profitable  occupation  than  working,  and  is,  of  courfe, 
followed  by  numbers,  who  are  idly  inclined,  though, 
perhaps,  better  able  to  work  than  many,  who  fupport 
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large  fiamUies  by  their  daily  labour^  It  generally  hap- 
pens,  thai  thole  itineraQt  beggars^  who  ace  able  ta 
worki  belong  to  fome  diftant  parifl^  not  wilhing  to  alk 
for  aUna  where  th^  are  knawo^  either  through  fhame 
of  their  poverty,  as  b  their  general  excule,  or  thi ongh 
fear  of  their  impofition  being  detefted^  but  the  nal 
iijia  of  charity .  lives,  ud  is  affifted,  where  he  is 
known. 

Whatever  be  the  re;d  and  general  canfe  of  ifiaerant 
bqsgaryj  the  eftablilhment  of  a  pnb^  work-hooie,  b 
ceitain  divilipns  of  the  coimty,  would  not  only  put  a 
ftop  to  it  for  the  prefent,  but,  by  preventing  children 
from  being  trained  up  in  this  praAice,  and,  throi^ 
the  habits  of  idlenefs,  adopting  a  mode  of  living,  which 
they  fee  their  parents  follow  with  fuccefs,  the  future 
praAice  might,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  dther  checked, 
or  totally  put  a  ftop  to. 

Many  fenfible  men  are  very  much  averfe  to  the 
adoption  of  poor  rates,  but  I  ^lould  ima^e  it  is  more 
from  a  dread  of  the  tax,  than  from  any  well-grounded 
objeAion  to  the  priodple.  They  argue,  that,  iince  the 
poor  have  been  fupported  for  ages,  and  have^  been 
brought  through  the  two  laft  uncommonly  hard  fea- 
fons,  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  parUhion- 
ers,  it  appears  reafonable  to  expe£t  fuccour  from  the 
fame  mode  of  relief  at  a  future  period.  Added  to  thoie 
objeAions,  we  muft  not  pafs  unobferved,  how  yery 
heavy  burthen  a  tax  of  this  nature  is  in  England, 
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whore  Ailfcs  kave  cr^pt  »,  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to 

rettde^  many,  vttb  jofticei  dUconteHied  and  clanorona- 

agvsft  the  cfttbBflunent,  But  k  is  to  be  coflfideredy 

that  die  burthen,  m  tafe  of  vohimary  fubicriptioa,  falls 

chiefly  aod  heavily  upon  the  moft  cbaritably  inclined  ^ 

and  that  a  very  large  proportkMi  of  the  weahiy  tmrn^ 

hits  of  fofcietyi  vf  ho  harve  no  ho^iU  rf  Mnpaffion^  and 

wbO|  wlthoot  compuUion,   feldom  contribute  to  thcr 

neceflities  of  others,  are  totally  exempted  from  the 

vdght.    Upon  the  whole  it  is  the  general  opiniony 

that  the  eftablifliment  of  (Uvifionat  workrhouies  would 

be  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  the  community^  a  large 

proportion  of  the  expence,  nectary  towards  thdr  fup« 

port,  if  not  the  whole,  would  be  defrayed  by  endofing 

and  letting  the  commons  of  the  county,  aod  forming  a 

fund  with  the  amount,  for  carrying  into  efTed  thi« 

greatly  to  be  defired  end. 

The  eftablifhment  of  friendly  fodedes  would  be  one 

of  the  greateft  means  of  inftilling  Into  the  minds  of  the 

labouring  dalles  a  Q)irit  of  independence,  and  prevent 

thdr  fceking  relief^  until  abfolute  neceffity  compelled 

them  to  it.    Of  thefe  focieties,  I  have  heard  of  only 

one  within  the  coimty,  which  is  at  KeUs.    There  die 

tradefinen  have  formed  rules  and  regulations,  wluch 

they  keep  a  fecret;  but  the  general  objeft  is  to  bdp  all 

members,  when  either  (ick,  or  out  of  employment, 

with  a  certain  allowance  weekly,  from  a  ftock  purfe, 

formed  by  a  monthly  fubfcription  from  thofe,  who  are 

employed. 

In 
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In  a  former  fart  of  this  work  I  have  ftated,  that  the 
principal  part  of  the  wretched  appearance,  made  by 
the  peafantry  of  this  cotinty,  is  attributable  to  them- 
felves,  and  I  am  fully  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  afler- 
tion.  In  moft  inftances,  ad  unaccountable  want  of 
cleanlinefs  and  exertion  prevails  amongfl:  them;  a 
fpisming  vifit  often  hfts  half  a  day  j  and  a  wake,  a  fu- 
neral, or  a  chriftening,  has  charms  to  withhold  the  fe- 
male fex  from  their  domeftic  concerns  for  a  whole 
day,  perhaps  for  two  or  three,  without  confidering, 
that,  though  they  do  not  earn  very  great  wages  at 
chelr  wheel,  yet  every  little  is  an  affiftancej  and  a  pen- 
sy  a  day,  added  to  their  earnings  by  additional  exer- 
tion, wduld  amount  to  a  fum,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
equal  to  that  ufiially  expended  on  the  clothing  of  the 
wife,  and  finall  children,  of  the  generality  of  the  labour- 
ing poor.  All  this  is  extremely  difficult  to  be  accounted 
for,  except  by  taking  into  confideration  an  obfervation, 
frequendy  made  on  the  national  charaAer  of  the  Irilh, 
namely,  that  their  difpofition  is  fo  cHearful,  and  their 
love  of  hilarity  fo  great,  that,  even  from  the  loweft 
rank  to  the  higheft,  inftances  are  frequent,  where,  un- 
der the  prelTure  of  difficulties  and  depreffing  circum- 
ftances,  they,  with  levity  and  feeming  indifference,  diC- 
pel  the  gloom  of  the  inftant,  and  enjoy  the  paffibg  fef- 
tivity  with  delight  and  animation. 


Sect. 
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Sect,  7.    Population. 

Although  I  have  beftowed  more  attention  and 
pains,  to  procure  a  knowledge  of  the  circumftances  un- 
der this  head  of  the  Report,  than  on  any  other,  yet  I 
muft  with  regret  fay,  that  my  endeavours  have  not  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs.  However,  at  the  publication  of 
the  fecond  edition  of  this  work  by  the  Dublin  Society^ 
I  flatter  myfelf  I  (hall  be  able  to  procure  tolerably  ac- 
curate information  on  the  fubjeft,  as  the  hearth-money 
coUeftors  have  received  orders  to  report  upon  the  po- 
pulation in  their  next  return. 

The  Rev.  Doftor  Beaufort,  in  his  Memoir  of  a  Map 
of  Ireland,  ftates  the  population  at  about  112,46?, 
which  gives  43.88  houfes  to  a  fquare  mile,  and  allows 
14.6  acres  to  a  houfe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVL 


OBSTACLES  TO  IMPROVBMEHT,  IKCLUmifG  CBNBRAt 
OBSERVATIONS  OH  AGRICULTURAL  LEGIS- 
LATION AND  POLICE* 


.  AMONGST  the  many  obAades  ,to  impccwement, 
miuch  this  country  laboui;s  ^oder,  the  ibllowipg  i^nd 
ttoft  proauaeDt. 

ift.  The  vrmt  ^  x^piu^j  which  ^iCKifts  amoogft  the 
generality  of  our  farmers^  who  hold  Jeijs  ll^alvundced 
acres.  Farms^  in  the  occupation  of  fuch^  are  ieldom 
improved,  but,  on  the  contrary,  too  commonly  ex- 
haufled  by  a  quick  fucceffion  of  impoverifhing  crops, 
without  recourfe  to  manure,  or  fallow,  or  even  a  green 
crop.  Poor  farmers  are  apt  to  take  more  land  than 
they  are  able  to  manage,  and  many  are  forced  to  re- 
duce the  little  capital  they  are  poflefled  of,  by  paying  a 
.fine  of  one  guinea,  or  more,  per  acre,  when  they  com- 
mence, which  fome  gentlemen  require  by  way  of  fe- 

curing 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  THE  OOUNTr  OF  MEATH.         399 

curittg  good  tenaDtSi  Ibut  >vhich  often  prevents  their 
trrtr  becoming  fiich. 

2nd.  Inhenon-refidenoeof  the  proprietors  of  eftates, 
and  the  vaft  fums  drained  from  this  county  annually* 
The  whole  of  the  management  of  absentee  property  is^ 
committed  to  agents,  ffioft  of  vhom  relide  at  a  diftance» 
and  fee  the  property  as  feldom  as  the  landlords,  for 
whom  they  aft,  and  who  mind  little  elfe  than  how 
they  may  beft  get  in  the  rent.  If  a  farm  is  to  be  let, 
it  is  generally  advertifed,  and  the  highefl  bidder  de- 
clared the  tenant,  without  preference  to  the  one  m  po£- 
(effion,  or  to  the  improving  more  than  the  e^iaufting 
tenant. 

3rdly.  The  want  of  good  farm-houfes,  with  conve- 
nient offices,  and  corn-ftands,  the  property  of  the 
landlord.  If  the  tenant,  at  the  commencement,  is  under 
the  neceflity  of  building,  there  is  little  to  be  expeAed 
from  his  improvement  in  other  branches,  for  fome 
time. 

4thly.  The  very  extenfive  farms,  every  where  to 
be  met  with  in  this  diflrift,  in  the  po/Teffion  of  one 
perfon,  and  thoie  too  fituated  in  different  places,  and 
fome  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  occupier's  place 
of  refidence.  Thefe,  mdeed,  are  chiefly  employed  in 
grazmg. 

5thly.  The  inordinate  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors, 
which,  not  to  mention  the  money  wafted  in  their  pur«^ 

ch^fe. 
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chaie^  deprives  thoie^  who  are  prone  to  this  dreadfol 
vice,  of  health  and  reaibn,  and  fits  them  for  the  com- 
mifficMi  of  aAs,  that  they  would  blu(h  to  think  of  ia 
their  fober  (eofes. 

6thly.   The  want  of   a  parifli  regiflry^   or  fome 
other  mode  of  preventing  itinerant  beggary* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  xvn. 


Sect.  I.     Agrkultural  Sociities, 

A  FARMING  fodety  was  inftltated  a  few  yean 
ago  at  Drogheda,  but^  as  the  objefts  of  its  premiams 
kad  encouragement  are  Hmhcd  to  a  drcidt  of  ttren 
miles  round  Drogheda>  though  a  part  of  Meath  h 
comprehended  m  this  extent,  it  does  not  fall  fo  pro^ 
perly  under  our  notice,  as  the  Inarming  fociety  of  Ma^ 
van,  and  I  QxvJX  therefore  leave  it  for'lhe  more  able  re- 
porter of  the  county  of  Louth,  to  which  diftrift  It 
Tnore  properly  belongs.  The  Navan  Fanning  focietj 
iiE^  yet  m  its  Infancy,  but  ftich  a  general  ipirit  of  im- 
provement ha^  pervaded  the  country,  and  the  objeftsi 
which  the  Sioclety  purpofes  to  efffeft,  are  fuch,  that  it 
muft  be  crowned  with  fticceft  iti  itis  projeAed  plans  of 
improvement.  The  well  being  of  all  fodeties  depends^ 
in  a  great  meafure,  upon  the  perfons  appointed  to  it^ 
management,  and  in  this  particular,  the  Navan  Farming 
fockty  ss  pocoliarly  fortwate  in  enjoying  the  fofter* 

D  d^  iflg 
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ing  attendoQ  of  the  Lord  BUhop  of  Meatb.  Although 
its  name  intimates  it  to  be  merely  a  local  one>  yet  its 
fundamental  refolution  opens  it  to  the  neighbouring 
baronieS}  and  to  all  perfons  of  whatever  parifli  or  ba- 
ronyj  who  are  defirous  of  becoming  members.  The 
annual  fubfcription  is  not  lefs  than  one  guinea,  but 
many  gentlei)iien>  who  wifti  to  promote  and  affift  the 
views  of  it,  have  fubfcribed  much  larger  fums. 

A  prefldeat,  fix  vice-prefidents,  a  treafurer,  and 
iecretary,  are  chofen  annually.  The  fecretary  is  not  a 
member,  but  muft  be  at  the  command  of  the  Society ; 
he  therefore  receives  a  falary. 

The  Society  have  hired  a  room  in  Navan,  for  hold-  , 
ing  their  papers,  and  fiich  books  or  trafts  upon  agri- 
culture, as  a  m^'ority,  at  every  general  meeting,  (hall 
agree  to  have  purcha&d  out  of  their  funds.  This 
room  is  at  all  tisotes  to  be  open  to  the  members,  but 
the  fecretary,  in  whofe  charge  it  /hall  be,  and  who  is 
anfwerable  to  the  Society,  fhall  not  fuffer  any  traft  or 
book  to  be  taken,  upon  any  condition.* 

The  Society  dircA  their  principal  attention  to  thi: 
following  objects,  viz: — Improvement  in  the  breed  of 
cattle,  draft  horfes,  iheep,  and  fwine,  and  the  different 
branches  of  agriculture  ^   the  encouragement  of  the 

fkilf ul 

*  If  members  were  allowed  to  borro^V  one  book  at  a  time, 
u^on  depofiung  double  the  value,  which  depoflt  fliould  be 
forfeited,  if  the  book  Was  either  loft  or  abuTed,  it  might  be 
produdUve  of  more  general  utility^  limiting  the  time,  fuch 
kook  if  to  be  from  the  libraryi  to  a  certain  period. 
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^ilftil  and  induftrious,  amongll  the  middling  and  lower 
dafles  of  fafmersi  and  of  labourers,  and  perfons  of 
every  defcription  employed  in  hufbandry;  and  the  pro- 
moting of  whatever  can  conduce  to  the  bettering  of 
the  ftate  of  the  poor,  to  incf  eafe  their  comforts,  and  to 
improve  their  habits  and  their  morals.  To  bring  thefe 
feveral  objefts  more  fully  to  efFeft,  the  Society  ap- 
pcMnted  a  committee  to  draw  out  a  plan  for  carrying 
them  into  execution,  which  plan  was  laid  before  the 
Society,  at  their  laft  general  meeting,  and  approved  of 
by  them,  and  is  as  follows : 

«  The  committee  appointed  to  draw  out  a  plan,  fbr 
carrying  into  efFeft  th^objefts  of  the  Navan  Farming 
fodety,  having  taken  into  confideration  the  feveral 
particulars,  that  were  recommended  to  them,  fubnnt  to 
the  Sodety  the  following  refuk  of  thdr  meetings. 

«  The  firft  head,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  com* 
mittec  is  direftcd  by  the  printed  refolutions,  is,  the  fe- 
veral premhims  to  be  granted  by  the  Society,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  breed  of  cattle,  draft  horfes,  (hecp, 
and  fwine. 

<<  Until  the  Society  can  be  able  to  afcertain  the 
amount  of  the  annual  fnbfcription,  on  which  it  can  rely^ 
the  (Committee  cannot  fix  on  any  determinate  fum'  for 
the  feveral  premiums,  cither  under  this  or  any  other 
head. 

««  They  would  only  recommend  one  general  maxim 

to  the  confideration  of  the  Society  for  their  adoption, 

p  d  2  namely. 
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fU^eljs  tha(  iifr  premiga^  in  moae;  be  referral-  fior 
the,  middliog  £armera»  and  thofe  (kfcriptioaa  of  the  la- 
bouring claflfes,.  whom  they  propoft  to  eaconrage  fey 
rwarda;  and  that  the  principal^  and  more  wealthy 
tnpmbersy  be  coatent  with  honorary  medals^  of  finall 
▼ahie^  zM  the  approbation  and  ihanlcs  of  the  Sodetyi. 

/fSnppoiing^likis  maxioi  to  be  adiopted*  and  that  the 
fivoda  of  the  Society  are  adequate^  they  propofe  i 

^<  To  the  ferfon,.  who  (hail  produce  «q  fucb  d^y§» 
an4  at  fiich  places^  as  (ball  be  summtUgr  fettled  by  the 
Society  at  itSv^anniverfary  meetin^b  the  beft  imported 
buU  of  any  breed  or  age>  a  filver  medaL 

«  To  the  perfbn*  who  produces  the  beft  c;aw>  of  any 
age  or  bree4»  giving  wiik%  a  filver  modaU 

,  <«  To  the  perfon*  who  produces  the  beft  bull<  bred 
in  this  county^,  aiilTer  nv9dal« 
.  «<  To  tho  perfon,  -producing  thciboft  ycarUag  h^er, 
bred  ia  this  coun;ty>  a  filver  medal. 

<«  To  the  farmer,  rentii^g  under  fifty,  acres,  who 
produces  the  beft  cqw^  bis  property^  the  fum  of 
£2,  5^.  6d. 

«  To  the  cottier,  who  ihall  produce  the  beft  yeaKliug 
cal^  bred  by  him,  the  fum  of  ^i,  zr.  9^. 
.  «<;  To  the  perfon,  producing  the  beft  ram>  a  filver 
a^dal. 

*«  To  the  perfon,  producing  the  beft  ewe,  a  fiker 
n^dai. 

"To. 
/ 
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^«  *IV)  the  pcrTon,  producing  the  bell  draft  ftaHibn,  4 
iUver  medal. 

«  To  the  petfon,  producing  the  hdHt  draft  mar e,  a 
filrcr  medal. 

"  To  the  perfon>  producihg  the  beft  boat,  a  filv^ 
medal. 

•*  To  the  pctron,  producing  the  beft  fow,  k  fiivtr 
medal. 

«« To  the  farmer,  holding  not  more  than  twenty 
acres  of  land,  who  Ihall  produce  the  beft  boar,  fhe 
ftim  of  ^i^  2j.  pi; 

<*  To  the  fecond  beft  ditto,  the  fum  oF  1 1/.  4|rf. 

^  The  fame  premiums  to  perfons  of  this  rfafe  for 
fows. 

PLOUGHING,   &C.  &C. 

"«<  To  the  ploughman,  who  fh^l  fBdugh  the  ^eatdl 
quantity  of  ground,  in  the  beft  manner,  and  with  tRe 
fcaft  ftrrfs  or  labour  to  tlw  cattle,  with  <mic  ma&  ?iiid 
two  oxen,  the  fum  of  ^1^2,  51.  6rf. 

"  To  the  fecond  beft  ditto,  j^i,  2a  prf. 

««  To  ditto,  with  otie  man  and  two  horfes,  the  fum 
ofj^2,  s^drf, 

«  To  the  fecond  beft  ditto,  £1,  2s.  9//. 

*<  To  the  ploughman,  who  ftiall  plough  the  greateft 
quantity  ^f  ground^  m  the  beft  manner,  and  wkh  die 

Icaft 
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leaft  expencei  ftrefs,  or  labour  to  the  cattle,  the  ium  of 
£i^  5/.  6d. 

«« To  the  fecond  beft  dttta,  £1,21.  pi. 

<<  If  the  fuccefsful  ploughman  be  working  with  his 

.  own  plough  and  oxen,  or  horfes,  he  (hall  have  the 
option  of  taking  the  amount  of  his  premiums,  dther  in 

.  money  or  farming  utenfils.  Places  and  days  to  be  ap« 
pointed,  with  timely  notice  for  giving  thofe  premiums; 
the  work  to  be  performed  by  each  plough,  both  in 
lea  and  ftubble ;  and  to  prevent  all  fufpicion  of  partia- 
lity, perfons,  no  way  interefted  in  the  candidates,  to  be 
appointed  judges.  "^ 

.  «  To  the  two  farmers  renting  land,  under  one  hun- 
dred acres,  who  ihall  employ  fuch  ploughs  only,  as 
can  be  worked  ydth  two  horfes,  oxen,  or  heifers, 
without  a  driver,  and  hafing  their  ploughs,  tackle,  and 
cattle,  in  the  beft  order,  each  the  fum  of  £6,  16s.  6d* 

«<  The  committee  fuggefts  the  expediency  of  allot- 
ting a  good  fum  fpr  thefe  premiums  1  peribns  wifhing 
to  be  candidates  for  thefe,  to  give  timely  notice  of 
their  intentions  to  the  fecrctary,  that  proper  judges 
may  be  fent  to  view,  and  report  to  the  Society. 

:  Third  Head. 

GREEN  TILLAGE. 

<«  To  the  perfon,  who  ftiall  have  the  greateft  quan- 
tity of  land,  with  the  largeft  and  beft  crops  of  turnips, 

carrots. 
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«arrot8|  or  rape,  to  be  ufed  in  feeding  cattle,  iheep,  ^  • 
fwine,  in  winter,  a  medaL 

*^  To  the  perfon,  who  (hall  have  the  largeft  and  beft 
crops  of  clover,  or  vetches,  for  foiling,  a  medal. 

<«  To  the  peribn,  who  (hall  plant  the  greateft  quan- 
tity of  drill  potatoes,  planted  with  the  plough,  and 
hoed  or  earthed  up  twice  with  the  plough,  a  medal. 

<«  To  the  perfon  living  by  his  farm,  renting  under 

*  fifty  acrc$,  who  (hall  have  the  largeft  and  beft  crop$ 

of  red  clover,  turnips,  rape,  vQtches,  of  cabbage,  to 

be  ufed  in  feeding  cattle,  (hcep,  or  fwtne,  as  above^ 

not  le(s  than  three  acres,  the  fum  of  ^2,  5/.  6d. 

N.  B.  Thofe,  who  fbil  their  clover,  or  vetches,  to 
have  a  preference. 

«  To  the  perfon  of  the  fame  defcrlption,  who  (hall 
plant  the  greateft  quantity  of  drill  potatoes,  as  above 
defcribed,  the  fum  of  ^^a,  5/.  64. 

"To  three  peffons,  renting  not  more  than  tea 
acres  each,  and  employing  no  lefs  than  half  an  acre, 
as  above,  each  the  funp^  of  ^i^  2/.  pi. 

"  The  committee  recommend  to  the  Society,  to  offer 
to  fupply  any  perfon,  not  renting  more  than  ten  acres, 
who  intend  to  become  candidates  under  this  head, 
with  fuch  feeds  as  they  may  want,  of  the  beft  quality, 
and  at  prime  coft,  provided  they  p^y  ready  money, 
and  ^ve  proper  (ecurity,  that  they  (hall,  bonajidef  em- 
ploy it  in  the  manner,  and  for  the  purpofes,  iet  forth 
by  the  Society. , 
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Fourth  Htad. 

«« To  the  fermpr^  renting  not  xxxov^  than  fi%  acre^ 
vfhok  farm  (hall  be  kept  in  the  hoU  order,  and  in  the 
^'^heft  fiate  of  cuMvatioa,  the  fum  of  a/.  5/.  6d* 

<<  To  three  pcrfbns,  not  rendag  more  than  five  acre« 
each,  who  fhall  keep  thdr  bouies^  out-hou&Si  and  of* 
fice$  in  the  beft  order^  to  be  divided  according  to  their 
^eferts,  5/.  ly.^d. 

«« This  head  is  fufficiently  explained  in  the  printed 
iTefolutioQs  i  the  committee  have  only  to  reoommendt 
fhat^  when  the  premiums  are  fettled,  and  Iteld  out  to 
the  public  under  this  head,  mention  fhould  be  made  of 
lome  particular  quantitjr  of  drains,  of  certain  dimen- 
sions, and  of  ditches  planted  with  thorn-quicks  and 
foreft-trees,  preferved  in  good  eirder,  nnder  whi^h  the 
pr^micim  is  not  to  be  granted. 

Fifth  Biad. 

NEAT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

^<  To  the  perfon,  who  fliaH  have  erefted  t*ie  iieateft 
and  moft  conveaiem  habitations  for  his  kbonrera,  and* 
gets  them  ktpt  in  the  beft  order^  a  medal.  Porters' 
lodges,  and  other  buildings  of  diat  deferiptiop^  to  be 
excluded. 
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**  To  fix  labourers,  keeping  their  houfcs,  out-houfcs 
aad  offices,  as  above,  to  be  divided  amongft  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  defert,  the  fiim  of  6/.  16/.  6et. 

«  To  fix  fervants,  employed  in  hufl>andry,  who 
ftiall  have  remained  the  greateft  number  of  years  in 
one  family,  maintaining  the  charafter  of  fobriety, 
honefty,  and  moral  conduft  (the  fiims  to  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  years  and  de{erts),  the  fum  of 

«  To  fix  labourers,  who  (hall  haveT)rought  up  the 
greateft  number  of  children,  in  cleanlinefs,  propriety 
of  conduA,  and  induftrious  habits,  the  fum  of  11/. 
7/.  6d. 

<«  To  five  labourers  wives,  who  fliall  have  beft 
clothed  their  children  by  their  own  manufafture, 
either  of  linen  or  woollen,  or  who  fliall  have  fpun  the 
greateft  quantity  of  linen  or  woollen  yarn,  by  their 
own  families,  within  the  year,  the  fum  of  5/.  ly.gd. 

<«  To  ten  labourers,  who  fliall  have  worked  the 
greateft  number  of  days,  between  May  1802^  and  May 
1B03,  the  fum  of  1 1/.  7/.  6d. 

<<  N.  B.  Frequent  white-wafliing,  windows  kept  in 
repair,  the  floor  filled  up  to  the  level  of  the  threftiold, 
a  neat  clean  gravel,  or  paved  way  before  the  door« 
without  dirt  or  dunghill;  garden  well  fenced,  and 
planted  with  fallow,  ozier,  willows,  or  foreft-trees; 
and  fatisfaftory  proof,  that  neither  cows  nor  pigs  arc 
fuflered  to  remain  or  fleep  in  the  dwelling-houfe ;  are 

Qcccflary 
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neceflfary  condidons  for  the  obtaining  of  diis  prefiuunif 
which  the  committee  recommend  to  be  as  conilder- 
able^  and  given  to  as  many  labourers^  as  the  funds  can 
allow. 

<*  The  candidates  for  the  premiums,  under  this  fifth 
head,  fhould  give  two  months  pre\dous  notice,  either 
by  themfelves  or  their  landlords  or  employers,  to  the 
fecretary,  of  their  intention  to  offer  themfelves,  fpecl- 
fying  the  town-lands,  on  which  .they  live,^the  landlords, 
under  whom  they  rent,  or  the  perfon,  with  whom  they 
labour  i  that  the  judges,  who  ought  to  be  perfons  to- 
tally unconneAed  with  them,  their  landlords,  or  theit 
employers,  (hould  have  time  to  take  their  view. 

<«  The  feveral  points,  included  under  this  head,  arc 
fufficiently  detailed  in  the  printed  reflations.  The 
committee  have  only  to  recommend,  that,  when  the 
amount  of  the  premiums  is  afcertained  and  adver- 
tifed,  it  be  inierted,  that  the  labourers  wives,  who  ap- 
ply for  premiums,  for  having  beft  clothed  their  chil- 
dren with  their  own  manufafture,  or  for  having  Ipua 
the  greateft  quantity  of  linen  or  woollen  yarn^  by  their 
own  families,  wthin  the  year,  fhall  produce  fuch 
proofs  of  what  they  ftate,  as  fliall  appear  fatisfaftory 
to  a  committee,  to  be  formed  for  that  purpofe  j  and 
that  the  labourers,  applying  for  the  premium  for  tho 
greateft  number  of  days,  which  they  fliall  have  work# 
cd^.be  required  to  prove  them  from  the  books  of  their 

AnployerSj 
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,  ea^ploTers,  or  extra£h  from  them,  authenticated  dther 
by  themfclves,  or  their  ftewards  or  bailiffs. 

<<  Th«  general  refolutions  having  mendoncd  nothing 
of  irrigation,  the  committee  recommend  to  give  a  filver 
medal  to  the  perfon  irrigating  ,or  watering  the  greateft 
quantity  of  meadow  ground.  And  to  the  perfon,  rent* 
ing  under  twenty  acres  of  ground,  doing  the  fame,  the 
fuih  of  2I.  SS.6J. 

«  The  committee,  having  thus  confidcred  the  feveral 
heads,  that  relate  to  the  breed  of  cattle,  and  improve- 
mei^ts  in  agriculture,  come  next  to  what  they  conceive 
to  be  amongft  the  moft  important  objects  of  the  Society 
•—the  morals  and  manners  of  the  lower  claffes.  It  is 
in  vain  to  look  for  induftry  amongft  an  immoral,  licen- 
tious, or  difordcrly  people.  Whoever  compares  the 
fiate  of  the  two  fifter  kingdoms  with  our  own,  and 
lees  how  far  behind  them  our  people  are  in  everj 
thing,  that  contributes  to  the  wealth,  profperity,  and 
peace  of  a  country,  muft  be  convinced,  that  H  is  not 
from  the  foil,  or  the  climate,  that  the  difference  pro« 
ceeds.  Equal  in  both  to  England,  and  fuperior  to 
Scotland,  it  is  to  the  charaAer  and  habits  of  the  people, 
that  we  are  to  look  for  our  mortifying  inferiority ;  it 
will,  therefore,  be  in  vain  to  form  affodaticHis  for  pro- 
modng  induftry,  or  fecuring  to  our  country  the  blct 

^  fmgs  it  beftows,  without  going  to  the  fource,  and  en- 
deavouring to  introduce,  and  univerfally  diffufe,  thole 
^  mannerst 
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maimers,  and  thofc  habits,  without  Awiiitih  itidttft^ 
cannot  exift  among  the  great  bnlk  bf  the  people. 

•*  Under  theft  impreffions,  the  committee  have  con- 
lldeted  the  concluding  heads  of  the  printed  refdutions, 
and  ftrongly  recommend,  that  the  premiums  of  the 
Ibdety  ihovld  never  be  given  to  perlbns,  notcurious  for 
fiving  in  habits  of  drunkennefs,  difhonefty,  breach  of 
truft>  deftruftion  of  property,  and  contempt  of  reli^ 
^on  or  its  ordinances.  Such  exdufions  may  be  in- 
serted under  the  different  heads,  for  which  premiums 
arc  offered  to  that  clafs  of  people,  among  whom  thefc 
tranfgrei&ons,  and  other  breaches  of  the  law  of  the 
fame  nature,  fuch  as  nuifances  on  the  highways,  break- 
ing down  or  deftroying  fences  and  ditches,  frequenting 
wakes,  and  other  diforderly  meetings  chiefly  prevail. 

<«  The  firft  thing  recommended  to  the  committee, 
under  theft  heads,  is,  to  prodnce  a  fodal  and  friendly 
intercourft  between  the  landlords,  and  the  farmers, 
and  tenamry  of  the  country. '  This  lies  entirely  with 
the  higher  and  more  wealthy  dafles,  and  it  cannot 
wcH  admit  of  any  other  rule,  than  the  feelings  of  the 
Individual,  and  occafional  confideration. 

«  The  members  of  this  fociety  might,  however, 
pledge  themfelves  to  each  other,  to  encourage  this  in- 
tercourft as  much  as  poflible ;  frequently  to  invite  the 
wealthier  landholders  into  their  fociety,  and  commune 
with  them  on  their  occupations  and  their  interefts ; 
frequently  to  vifit  the  habitations  of  the  lower  dafles 

of 
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of*.lhjm )  to  eocouff^e  lad  affift  thcnr  in  keeping  dKm 
cfeaa  aod^otdetly ;  to  fise  than  tltey  fend  their  cbikhtto 
tQ  receive  foeh  inftru^lioQ,  Z9  the  aeighboiurhood  afi- 
fordsi^  to  affift  them  \m  procuring,  advice  aod  mcdtciBea: 
imhm  'iU  and  give  tbems  ia  geDQval>  eviery  neBof  thek^ 
iimati<m  oiay  requira 

«  To  pledge  themfelves  to  each  othef ,  appears  to  the 
coauoittee  to  be  the  ooly  mode  of  carifyisg  thifii  and 
all  the  ft^feqaeat  heads>  iato  elFeA ;  aad^io  porfuaace 
of  the  ioftr^fHoas,  giveo  them  in  the  coaclnding  pftrar*' 
0r^ph>  they  propole  the  follo\fiog  iorm,  which  evesjf 
mesnber  of  the  Society  (hdl  be  inVited  to  figpu 

^«  We,  the  Farmiag  Society  of  NafVan,  do  pledgp 
ousfelyes)  aa  genttemen  and  as  chriftiana,  that  we  wUI, 
ta  the  utmoft  of  ouf  power,  encourage  a  Ibcial  and 
ff ieadly  intercoarfe  between  the  difFerent  ranka  and 
descriptions  of  periqas,  in  proportion  to  the  inftuencei] 
which  our  feyeral  fituations  may  enal^le  us  to  exert. 
That  we  will,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  by  tiA^ 
VUX9  by  remoaftrance,  aad  by  lundaofs,  encourage  the 
lovpieif  order9  ia  our  refpeiflive  neighbourhoods,  inftead 
of  appIySflg  to  attoflnies  iq  their  di%utes,  to  lay  thenit 
before  filch  gentlemei>,  and  perfoo^  in  their  aeighbouiP^ 
hooda^  as.  they  can  confide  ia»  and  leave  them  to  bet 
Tmhd  by-  them.  That  we  will  ourfelves.  fet  the  ea^m^ 
fikt  of  obferving  the  fabbatb,  accordiog  to  the  ordi^^ 
Qgncea  of  rel^n,  and  the  laws  of  the  land :  that  we 
will  diTcouatenamei  to  thei  utmctft  of  our  power,  all 

breaches 
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breaches  (^  it  in  our  £amilies»  and  among  our  fenrtntSf 
tenants^  labonrerst  and  dependents ;  and  that  fach  of 
OS  as  are  magnates,  with  our  authority^  and  the  reft,  • 
bj  our  countenance  uid  fupport^  will  be  affiftant  to  the 
dergy  of  the  different  perfuafions,  in  whatever  they 
Audi  require  of  us,  towards   this  important  objeft. 
That  we  will  equally  difcountenance,  in  our  famifies, 
and  among  our  tenants,  l^abourers,  and  dependents,  * 
the  poifonous  uie  of  %vhiikey,  and  odier  fpirituous 
liquors.    That  we  will  exert  our  utmoft  vigilance  in 
difcovering  all  private  ftills,  all  unlicenfed  houfes,  in 
which  whifkey  is  fold,  and  caufe  information  to  be 
^ven  thereof  to  the  magiftrates  and  exdie-ofHcers  of 
our  neighbourhood ;  of  whofe  negleft  of  duty,  fliould* 
they  be  guUty  of  it,  we  will,  without  favour  or  par-* 
tiality,  complain.    That  we  will  equally  watch  over 
licenfed  houlcs,  harbouring  improper  perlbns,  or  keep-* 
ing  unfeafonable  hours,  or  felling  liquors  on  any  hour-' 
of  the  Sunday,  contrary  to  the  late  aft  of  the  United 
parliament.    That  we  will  call  upon  the  dergy,  in  our 
refpeftive  neighbourhoods,  to  exhort  their  congrega- 
tions to  repair  to  their  refpeAive  homes,  immediately 
after  the  celebration  of  divine  fervice,  bftead  of  Idter- 
ing  in  the  purlieus  near  the  place  of  worflup ;  and  that^ 
we  will  ourfelves  difcountenance,  to  the  very  utmoft  of 
our  power,  all  perfons,  over  whom  we  can  have  autho- 
rity or  influence,  whom  we  (hall  find  tranlgrefliiig  in 
this  inflance.    That  we  will  be  alTiftant  to  each  other, 
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and  encourage  all  others  to  afTodate  \idth  us,  ia  put- 
ting the  laws  of  the  land  in  force  againft  all  vagrants  ^ 
that  we  will  ftriftly  forbid  our  tenants  and  labourers, 
and  all,  over  whom  we  have  authority  or  influence, 
from  receiving  or  harbouring  them  within  their  houlfes, 
aad  will  rigorouily  puniQi  them,  whenever  they  do. 
That  we  will  ftriftly,  and  on  every  occafion,  without 
favour  or  part'wlity,  enforce  the  laws  of  the  land 
againft  all  trefpaflers  breaking  down  ditches  or  fences, 
cutting  trees  or  hedges,  or  robbing  the  fields  of  greea 
crops,  {heep,  or  lambs,  and  that  they  (hall  be  profe* 
cuted  at  the  expence  of  the  Society.  And,  finally^ 
that  we  will  give  every  afllftance  in  our  power  to  the. 
clergy  of  every  denomination,  in  our  refpe^live  pa<^ 
ri/hes,  in  any  proper  fcheme  they  may  propoie,  for 
training  up  the  rifing  generation  to  virtue  and  reli^on, 
and  giving  them  an  education  fuited  to  their  condition; 
and  that,  by  fubfcription,  infpeAion,  and  management, 
and  every  other  convenient  means,  we  will  enable  them 
to  eftablifh  and  conduft  a  fchool  or  fchools  for  that 
purpofe.'* 

This  report  of  the  committee,  having  been  approved 
of  by  the  Society,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
liihed,  and  the  ieveral  premiums,  therein  fubmitted,  to 
be  offered  as  the  premiums  of  the  Society. 
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Sect.  a.     Weights  and  Meafures. 

Thx.  gKSt  direriity  of  wtights  aod  meaforea,  nfed 
ihroiE^aBt  the  cosoty,  and  the  different  qvao^tiea  in 
tlK  faaK  dcnoimBaiioOy  ta  difereiit  paitt  of  it,  sre  pf o^ 
doAifc  of  infioite  trouble  and  perplexity.  There  i» 
fiaxdlya.  town  of  any  confideradon  in  the  diftrlA,  that 
doe»  not,  in  ibme  degree,  dlfier  from  the  other  in  fbme 
dBC  denominadon  or  other  of  thdr  weights.  For  h»^ 
ftaoce^  the  hundred  weight  \xk  Kella  \s  one  humfred 
ind  twenty  poundl»}  and  in  that  of  NaTan,  a  Aftance 
#f  eight  Biika,  there  are  oi^y  one  hundred  and  twehrc 
pounds )  in  the  mtermedtate  placet,  peribns  buymg 
mnft  ftiputate  by  which  weight  they  porchafe,  the  ne- 
gleft  of  whieb  ffipnlation  is  often  produftivc  of  difpute. 

Cont  isf  generally  fold  by  the  barrel;  and  meal, 
flour,  &e,  by  the  hundred  weight  airoirdnpois.  Eggs, 
^^ples,  oyflers,  n^s,  quicks,  jdants,  &c.  per  hundred^ 
of  fix  &ore. 

Wheat  has      -    ...    20  ftone  per  barreL 
Barley       -    -    -    -    .     i5    .    ditto. 

Bere    -    .    •    -    -    .itf    •    ditto. 
Oats     --•••-    14    -   dKtto. 
Rye     -•.•-.    ao-    dkto.    • 
Potatoes    -----21-    ditto. 

in  Ibme  places      -    -    -    25    -    ditto. 
Vetches,  peas,  and  beans     20    -    ditto. 
Malt     ------12-    ditto. 

Flour 
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Hour  ii:ilb,'.per  cwt;  oatmeal  iialb.io  fome  places, 
in  others  laolb.  Bran  is  geoerally  fold  by  m^afurei  and 
pollard  by  weight,  eight  ftone  maluDg  a  barrel. 
•  Beef  is  fold  in  fbme. markets  by  the  fcore,  an^  ia 
others  by  the  poudd ;  a  pound  contains  %t^n  oun^s, 
and  a  ftone  fourteen  pounds  of  every  thing,  except 
vdol,  which  has  fixteen  pounds  to  tb^  ftone,  and  fevea 
ftone  to  the  hundred.  Lime,  fea-coal,  and  culm,  are 
fold  by  the  meafured  barrel;  Kiljcenny  coal  by  the. 
hundred ;  hay  and  ftraw  by  the  ton,  or  by  the  load^ 
containing  4|.  cwt, 

Ih  the  meafurement  of  lime,  there  is  a  fcai^dalpus 
negleft  of  obferving,  that  it  be  meafured  by  a  ftamped 
barrel.  Lime-burners,  who  are  difpofed  for  fraudji 
have  ample  means,  by  contriving  the  meafure,  which 
they  call  a  barrel,  to  b^  as  narrow  in  dimeniions  as 
they  pleafe. 

Three  feet,  of  twelve  inches  each,  make  a  yard;  ie<« 
ven  yards  make  a  perch ;  forty  perches  make  sl  fur« 
long,  and  eight  furlongs  a  mile ;  forty  fquare  perches 
alfo  make  a  rood  of  land,  and  four  roods  an  acre. 

Bread  holds  the  fame  price  continually,  but  the 
weight  alters  according  to  the  price  of  corn  or  flour. 
The  confumer,  in  this  inftance,  is  liable  to  very  great 
impofition,  not  knowing  the  weight  the  loaf  ought  to 
be.  A  man  will  eafily  find  out  the  price,  which  fhould 
be  regulated  according  to  the  price  of  flour,  and  pub- 
IJihed  every  week  or  fortnight  by  the  magiftracy,  when 

Ee  it 
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it'  woctlcr  be  quite  ovLt  of  his  power  ix>  find  out  die* 
vfdgbc^  UiHit  fi>me  regulaetion^  Mdtb  refpefi:  ta  weights 
and  meafiires^  andtiie  afffise  of  bread,  is  adopted,  and 
ffiri^Hy*  enforced^  bj  fines  and-  forfeitores^  the  oonfiuner 
nnA  be,  in  a  great?  meaiiires  at  the  mercy  of  the 
bakerir  zmi  meat-men. 

Ta  bay  and  (eU<  dry  goods^  by  weight,  feems  tO'be 
the  mode-  leaA  Ikble  to  impofidon.  The  quality  <£i 
grain  may- be  eafily  defined  by  the  iize  ic  occnpies,  as 
weak  poor  corn  hoTds  a  much  larger  ipace  than  ibtrng; 
the  buyer  can,  of  courle,  be  much  mof  e  eafily  deceimed: 
in  buying^byfttch  meafur^  than  by  w^^ht.  Meaiiirihg 
com  is  alfo  very- tedious  upon  the  delivery  at  the  mill,* 
whilft  wdgbing  it'  is  attended  with  very  little  trouble^ 
The  great  advtotages,.ariiing  from  a  univerfal  ftandariS 
of  wdghts  and^meafures,  feem  to  have  been  well  unn 
derftood,  at  lb  early  a  period  as  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
feventb.  BttdeU^s,  a  writer  of  ibme  confequencc  at 
that  time^  makee-the.  fQlh>wiag  remark : 

Una  fid^s,  ponduS)  menfura)  monita  fint  una, 
£t  ftatas  illoefas  totrus  orbis  erit. 

Attempts  have  been  made,  I  underftand  without  ef- 
feft,  towards  eftablifliiog  a  univerfal  ftandard  in  Eng- 
land, and  Scptland;  but  then,  if  commodities  were 
liable  to  a  certain  tax,  if  bought  or  fold  undier  circum- 
ftances  differing  from  the  rule  prefcribed,  the  re^la- 
tiop  would  very  foon  become  general. 

CONCLUSION. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF  THi  taocNTar  ;or  meath.       4*9 


CONCLUSION. 


HRAinS  OF  IMi»RCrVBME9IT»  iUTSr  MBASUASSt  ClhCVhMTMA 
FOR  TPtmr  PUM08B* 


0M£  of  the  firit  Aep6  td^afdb  tb^  improveffieiK  of 
any  couDtry^  is  the  comfortable  and  convenient  todg* 
log  of  the  farming  clalfesy  who  afd  at  fnfefeiK  wretch- 
edty  hoafed  in  ^i«  diftt^ft.  TtS^  tan  cdly  &e  ^eAed 
by  the  UiidA'Otds  buUding^  ^  fdffnsi^llode  a&d  fiiitttMe 
oiRces  OR  each  faitn,  ot  allowing  a  cenaki  ftim  ta  the 
tdnaht  for  fi>  dottig,  Bpbd  a  fpedfic  plan  to  be  for^ 
nHhed  by  the  lanfjkfrd^  w'hkh^  fafSft-honfe  the  tenant 
(hould  be  bc^Kid  by>  hk  teafe  to  keep  in  repair.  The 
cottager  fhoold  be  next' lodk^tOy  add  encouraged  by 
regards  to  keepi  his  houfe  n^at  and  cleam  The  nec^ 
fity  of  cleanltftefs^y  and  die  admiffion  of  frdlh  air,  ta 
ckcttlate  freely  through  the  houles  of  the  poor,  toge- 
ther with  whii^-w^ing  anntfalty  with  Ikne,  cannot  bd 
too  ftrdngiy  iinprefled  upon  their  minds,  not  merely 
as  being  ornamental,  but  as  highly  conducive  to  heakb, 
exempting  them  from  the  frequent  return  of  the  low 
E  e  :j  fcvcri. 
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feversy  to  wUch  they  are  (b  liable,  and  by  whole  in* 
feAioQ  fo  many  worthy  members  of  fodety  are 
yearly  carried  off;  and  the  landlords  fhould  be  as 
firenuovfly  urged  to  provide  the  means  of  fo  doing» 
by  having  neat  commodions  hoofes,  with  windows  ca^ 
pabli  of  being  opened. 

Independent  of  the  pleafare  it  muft  give  the  land- 
lord, to  lee  the  cottages  neat  about  him,  his  tenan^ryv 
frpa  not  bdng  impoveriflied  by  ficknefs,  generated  by 
confined  air,  damp  lying,  &c.  will  be  better  able  to 
pay  their  rents,  and,  in  the  end,  he  muft  derive  fatis- 
faction  and  comfort  attended  with  an  increale  of  emo« 
lument. 

^t&adlyt  Toisompeniato  io  fome  degree  for  the  non- 
refidence  of  proprietors,  refident  agems  ought  to  be 
appointed,  whofe  attention,  ihould  be  directed  to  the 
improving  tenants ;  thus  enabling  him,  from  his  owa 
knowledge  and  obfervation,  te  recommend  &ch  to  th^ 
landlord,  and  to  affift  him,  both  with  adwce  and  mo- 
ney, if  r^uifi^,  to  make  thpie  improven^nts  laAing. 

In  every  infiance,  he  ihould  difcourage  the  exhanft- 
ing  or.  unimpreving  tenant,  and  upon  no  account  re- 
let to  him;  and  every  tenant  fiiould  be  obliged  to 
plant  <i  certain  nnmber  <)f  foreft  trees^  yearly,  and  to 
protect  them  as  much  as  in  his  power,  when  planted. 
This  fubjeft  is,  however,  more  fully  treated  of  in  the 
tenth  chapter  of  this  report. 

S'dly,  To 
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jf<Hy)  Ta  r«c6lIlSIle^dlt  ftroftgjiy  to.  gettdem^  0f 
f^opctitjy  Ux  kp^p  good  bulls  of  the  moft  approved 
,  kiodj  for  the  life  of  tbw  tenants  and  the  fur  rounding 
poor,  as  t;he  inpflr  fpeedy  flKthod  of  mending  the  breed. 
q£  hh/fX  cattle,  of  s^  countr^j  independent  of  the  be«. 
4efit  Ibdpty  d|^ii(ir6&  £rom  the  improvement;  the  poor 
^re  bettq^ei^bled  to,p%y  thdr  rentSi  from  ^e  greatf r 
.ptslcej  whifJ^  they  receive  foe  their  flock. 

4tbly^  To,  prcfefve^  a.  proper  medium*  with,  refpefl: 
to  the  q}3mtiifj  of  land  each  £armer  is^.  to  hold,  not*  to 
tpt  it  exqeed  his  m^ns,  either  wkh  refpe  A  to  his  capital 
or  hi^  atlentioQ.  1%  ]$  utterly  impoffible  for  one  man 
tQ  ps^y  that  4t;|:eQtion  to  land^  that  it  requires,  vhen  he 
16  ln;pof]^ijSpft.  oi  fiich  vaft  tfa£b  as  we  fee  in  the  oc-. 
<;upancy  of  fome  perfons^.  in*  thia  diflrifti.  What  a  lo& 
t}ien.  does  ib^iety  fuftain^  by  not  having  that  produce 
]:eturned  tp  i;  from  tKe  ear^,  that  fhe  is  capable  of 
4ffordmg  with  a  l^ttje  fupeiior  attenttoa*  and  that  too 
without  exl^aufting  kft,  flfeogtfi,  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
from  good  tillage,  rather  adding  to  her  vigour  ? 

5thly,  To  encoiirage  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch  ma« 
uufaAureSi  v^  would  employ  a.,  great  nuniber  of  wo- 
men and  children,  in  Ibme  of  the  fituations  that  fo  in- 
vitingly offer  themfelves,.  would  be  of  infinite  fervice; 
the  ^ftribRtiop. of  fpinning  wheels,  through  the. county* 
would  b^  another  gr;^at  advantage.  Some  few  years 
fince^  the  Dublin  Society  difpofed  of  a  great  number 
^i^ough  the  qount^,  as  preqaiumsy  to^perfousi  wfap  h^dt 
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ibwo  «  bmmn  qqa^tkyof  flax^  ticftiie&'th&ii  on  tood'^ 
':bac»  wkh  humble  ddferedce,  I  ftould  fi^eime^  dxait  the 
pdfoD,  ^o  was  aWe  to  fow  a  rood  <xf  taiad  wtithAax, 
ftood  in  no  iwed  of  ^he  pnrdiafe  of  ^a  *whed. 

Tbmy  own  iHHo^Wkdge  {af  f  hod  ^e 'diftr ibtition  of 
a  great  many  of  «hofe  fent  do»nra  b^  <he  Sbetety)  gen- 
tlemen, and  the  more  \walthy  fafrtaiers  of  Ae  county, 
were  thofe,  who^becattie«ntkle*t(S[^?hem^  mkny«di- 
Jriduals  got  three  OT  foor,  ^Hft  the  |)0of  maa  wirii  a 
large  fanriOy,  to  whomt  a  wHeel' would  ht^^  been  a 
great  objeft,  w»  left  iwlthom  kv^  Th«  nocommon 
fisrcky  of  thefetwoiaftiyeari  wai'^fuc^^  ^hatdie  poor 
were  vnder  the  neceCity  of  eKpendibg  on  fedd  aS  the 
money  rtheycoirid  ear  Oy  fc  that  very  few  -of  iihe*i  were 
able  to  buy  wheels  for  thmr  growing  dau^^ters,  and 
many  were  obliged,  through  >aMblute  want,  to  part 
with  the  wlieek  they  poOefled}  fe  that  numbers  of 
«^ry  indnftrionfly  inctined  ^rls  are  tit  prefent  rather 
,  a  hnrden,  than  an  afliiR^nce  to  tSidr  >pareiH9,  ^fbr  want 
of  feme  mode  of  emph^ii^  :thek  tii&e  to  advantage ^ 
this  defeft  cannot  be  too  ^>eedllly  redrefled. 

In  Aort,  the  cbjeft^^  to  whJcfc  the  DuMin  Society 
may  beft  dlrcft  their  attention,  for  the  further  im- 
]>r0Teinent  of  ^s  co&tvtj,  arc  aWy  ftfi  forth  in  the  re- 
t  port  of  the  committee,  appointed- by  tJreTanmng  Society 
of  Navan  to  draw  np  a  plan  for  theff  adoption.  The 
means  teoft  Mkdy  to  fucceed  m  eflFWitng  thofc  pur- 
|)ofc8,  Khali  lea^eto  thdr  better  Judgment  to  ^levife- 

Before 
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Before  I  conclude  thi$  report^  I  nuft  beg  leave  to 
return  myiincere  thanks  tQttie&yen^^ei>tlesiea,  urbo 
have  lent  their  affiflance  ia  forwarding  «bt8  work^ 
but  particularly  to  the  Lor4'Biibq>:^  Meaftb^  (throii||h 
vrhofe  influence  I  was  favoured  vifih  mudi  infootta- 
.  ^n»  from  many  of  fkt<krgf  of  ibe  iSBocefe^^  and  to 
The  Rev.  Dodior  Bea^ort,  Ccdloo. 
Doapr  EUiotti  Trim.. 
Tbomftd  Toom^y,  Nayiio. 
.     Wilfiam  Kelleu,  Moyoaltjr. 
Br^aziQfi  IKfiaeyj  S|>d^o» 
John  Kelletty  Kilai^»ham*woQd.    • 
Vefey  Dawfim»  Galtnm. 
William  Hcary  Irviiie,  DunfliJ^hHa. 
li.  K«  ConymghiuHi^  Rafeoatk 
John  Gtbney»  Kavao,  H»0. 
John  Pratt  Winter,  Efii-  Al^ghar*' 
.  Rohent  WaUer^  £fq.  AUettftpwp> 
.  Brabazoa  Morris^  ££)•  TwkgrdftoiWB* 
.  WiXUam  MorrlSi  Efq.  MaUagba* 
John  M.  Graooger,  Siq^Cauffftowi^ 
Thomas  Barnes,  £{q*  Duno^Fer*    .     > 
T.  B.  Harman,  £fq.  Drogbeda, 
Pavid  Thomtpfb^,  M^.  Oa«lands» 
John  Gimett;,  Efq.  AtchalL    . 
Michael  Gibnejr,  £fq«  Dormftown. 
.  Samuel  Gamctt,  £fij.  Summerfeat. 
Thomas  Rothwell,  Efq.  Rockficld. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Patrick  Murphy,  Nairan. 

.Mr.  Matbew  Codd,  Navan,. 
Mr.  Arthur  Irwine,  Poles. 
Mr.  Edmond  Breanno,  Graoge. 

-  Miu  Thomas  RuflTel/DoUardftown.' 

Had  all  the  differentgentkmen,  to  whdm  t  forward- 
ed queries  on  the  fubjefti  ircturncd  anfwcrs  thereto,  I 
Ihould  have  been  enabled  to  have  made  a  much  fuller 
report  than  I  have.  If,  however,  the  reader  has  re- 
ceived either  pleafure  or  information  from  the  fore- 
going iheets,  he  ffluft  attribute  the  merit  to  the  aflift- 
ance  I  have  received  on  the  fubjeft,  as,  in  moft  in- 
ftances,  I  have  been  but  the  tmuth-piecey  to  convey  the 
information  given  by  others;  and  if  I  have  omitted 
mentioning  any  peribn,  who  has  given  me  information, 
he  muft  not  attribute  it  to  any  dlfrefpefV,  but  to  my 
want  of  tecolleAionat  this  inltant. 

Confdous  of  the  itiany  imperfeAions  of  this  volume, 
I  give  it  to  the  public,  with  a  hope,  that  my  good  in- 
tentions may  in  fome  degree  plead  for  ita  itumerous 
defeAs.  The  onlyn^rit  I  claim  is,  that  of  having 
ipared  neither  time,  expence,  nor  trouble,  in  procuring 
the  beft  poilible  infornKation  on  the  various  fubje^ls,  of 
which^  it  treats^;  and  if,  upon  the  whole,  it  IhallJJbe 
found  unworthy  of  a  place  amongft  the  able  reports 
of  the  counties  of  Ireland,  I  hope  I  flialt  have  the 
merit  allowed  me,  of  havtog  <«  periflifcd  in  a  great  at- 
tempt.** 

That 
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OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  MEATH.  42J 

That  the  day  may  not  be  far  diftant,  when  the 
agriculture  of  Meatb  (hall,  through  the  laudable  exer- 
tions of  the  Dublin  Society,  united  to  the  efforts  of 
an  enlightened  tenantry,  become  fuch,  as  its  pleafant 
climate,  its  generous  foil,  and  its  propinquity  to  th^ 
metropolis,  and  the  port  of  Di^ogheda,  promife,  is  the 
caraeft  wi(h  of, 

R.  A.  THOMPSON. 
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No.  I. — Ex  Codice  MS.  Lambeth.  XX.  62S* folio  71. 

.  THE  cafHe-of  Trym,  in  Methe,  built  by  William 
Peppard^  Lord  x>f  Tabor,  in  awo  I2Z0..  CaftlejCar- 
berry,  near  Trynj,  was  built  by  Riqhard  Burghe  Earl 
of  Ulfter,  in  K.  Heury  5th  tyme. 

No.  2. — Ex  Codice  M&,  Lambeth.  G.  60^.  folio  1 1 8. 

Dublin^  before  Sir  Anthony  St.Leger,  Lord  Deputy. 

Every  ploughed  iand  within  iJie  rouaty  of  .Methe 
and  Weft  Methe^  i^ied  to  be  charged  with  fubfidie^nd 
not  free  from  impofitlon,  (hall  be,  during  the  terjp  4>f 
fow  years,  chajrged  with  thefiwa  of  ^ree  .(hiUioigs  and 
four  pence,  towards  the  building  the  waU3  of  the^wva 
-ofNavan. 

No.  S.-^Ex  Codice  MS.  Lambeth..  XX.  63$.  folio  69. 

The  county  of  Methe  was  firft  in  Lacye^  froin  hioi 
by  heir  general  it  de£cended  to  Jenevillei  from  whoiQ, 

by 
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by  marrage  of  aa  hdr  female^  it  feU  to  Mordmer  Eart 
of  Marche^  in  England^^  and  after  of  Ulfterr  wbofe 
daughter  and  hdr,  as  before,  married  the  Earl  of  Cam-^ 
^dge,  grandfather  to  I3ng  Edward  the  4th9  iince 
which  time  it  is  boried  in  the  ctownc* 

No.  4. 
Tie  contents  of  a  eantred^  according  ta.the  <M  necorJt* 

Plough  land  contained  1 2o'acres>  ^t  feet  to  the  percbw 

A  cantred,  in  the  Black  Book  of  Dublin»  is  to  conp 
tayne  thirty  villatas  terras,  which  Tome  call  qaarters 
ef  land,  and  every  villata  moft  contayne  fo  mucK 
ground  as  wilt  feed  400  cows  to  pafture,  and  they  ta 
be  divided  into  four  herds,  fb  one  herd  may  not  troi^ 
Ble  the  others  pafture^  and  every  villata  to  contayac 
feventeen  ploughed  land* 

A  hyde  of  land  contayneth  five  yards,  every  yard 
contaynes  four  acres,'  fo  a  hyde  of  land  is  twenty 
acres.  An  acrq  contaynes  forty  perches  long»  ^  four 
in  breadth* 

A  yard  contarneth  four  acres,  five  yards  make  a^ 
hyde,  and  eight  hydcs  make  a  knight's  fee,  (b  that  it 
appears  that  a  knight's  fee  ihould  hold  160  acres,  and 
that  is  deemed  a  plough  tilth  by  the  year/ 

No.  5.  Ex  Codice  MS.  Lambeth.  XX.  6i$*foUo  83. 

A  note  of  the  rifings  out  the  general  hoftings,  by 
the  Lords,  gentlemen,  &c.  within  the  Englifh  pale,  in 

Metbe> 
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MethC)  la  the  latter,  end  of  the  r^Q  of  Queea 
Efizabethj  and  bcg^ning  of  that  of  King  Henry 
the  8th. 

BAROMIB  OF  DtTLEEKB. 


Lord  Vifcount  Gormanftown» 

8  armed  horfeneo* 

DarqTi  of  Flatten,  in  perfoa^ 

3  ditto. 

James  Aylmcr,  m  pcrfon,  - 

2  ditto. 

Ofiver  Darcy,  in  perfbuj     -  - 

I  ditto* 

Talbot,  of  Dardiftown,      - 

3  ditto. 

CaddelUoftheNall,mperron,   - 

2  ditto. 

Birte,  of  TuUocke,  in  perfon. 

2  ditto. 

Hold,  of  Payaefton,  in  perfon,    - 

X  ditto. 

Hambige,  of  Smithfton,  in  perfon^ 

I  ditto. 

Sarfield,  of  Sarfieldton, 

I  ditto. 

Bath,  of  Colpc,         -        -i 

I  ditto. 

BAROmB  OF  SK&TME. 

The  Lord  of  Killeen,  the  Lord  of 
Dunfany,   with  the  reft  of  the 
Plunkets,      -        -        -        -  24  ditto, 
Nicoles  Nugent,  in  peribn,  -    3  ditto, 

Mr.  Draycott,  -        -        •     i  ditto. 

Sir  Thomas  Caiacke,  of  Lifmnllen, 
in  confideration  of  his  abfence, 
but      -----    3  ditto, 


3? 
~6 
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Sif  Cairift.  Gheevew,  o#  Maftoa, 

4  ditto, 

Bath,  of  Raphecke,  in  perfoa,     - 

3  ditto, 

Kent,  of  Danefton/   -        -        - 

2  ditto. 

Cniack,  of  Gerrardfton,  in  perfon. 

2  ditto. 

HlotfMDUbiiyCf  Rivcrftoo,     - 

3  ditto. 

Peter  Mllony    *        -        . 

sdittD, 

Tancerdi  of  CMitton,  in  perfoi^ 

r  dkto^ 

The  Portriff  ufSkrynei      - 

idkto. 

BABDNIE  OE  KJTOi^tfH. 

BarneweOc,  of  Kilbrye,  in  perfon,  i  ditto, 
Berforde,  of  Kilrowe,  in  perlbn,  i  ditto, 
Talbot,  of  Rbbertfton,  in  perfon,  2  ditto, 
I«bers»,  of  Dunlhagblin,  in  perfon,  i  ditto^ 
Weafey,  of  the  Blackehil,  in  perfon,  i  ditto. 


BIROKIE  Of  m^moVMB. 

Phepe,  of  Rowen,  if  he  have  free- 
dom, •        -        •        -     I  ditto, 
Francis  de  la  Hide,   -        -        -     i  ditto. 


*7 
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BARONIE 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ASVEKOXIL  5< 

BARONT  OR  DEECE  ^ND  MOlDFfiKIfa^TH^ 

Brought  forward^  armed  horlemea    St 

The  Baron  of  Galtrim,  in  perfbn,    4  ditto,^ 
Bamewell,  of  Antlfton,  in  perfon,     1  ditto^. 
De  la  Hide)  oJFMorglare^  in  perfon,  2  dittOj^^ 
James  Goodall,         *        •        .    2  ditto,     • 
Weftly,  of  the  Dangen,     •        -    3  ditto,  ^ 
Bartlemew  CnCsickc,  -        -     i  ditto, 

Fleming,  of  Perp^trick,  in  perfon/  i  ditto, 
Mercler  HufTey,  -  -  -  a  ditto, 
De  la  Hide,  of  Afl^,  in  perfbn,  -     t  ditto. 


.ftARQ2fl£  OF  tllNB. 


Lynch,  of  I)unmore,  -  -  iditto^, 
Rochford,  of  Keranfton,  in  perfon,  i  ditto^ 
The  Portritf  of  Athboy,  -  -  4  ditto, 
Bernaby  Sherlocke,  -        -        -    2  ditto. 


18 


•      BARONIE  OF 

NAVAN. 

The  Bifhop  of  MeAc^ 

*    Si  ditto^ 

The  Lord  of  Trimberton,  - 

-    6  ditto. 

The  Baron  of  Navan,        - 

-    3  ditto. 

The  Baron  of  DUlon,^ 

-     2  ditto. 

8^ 
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Rocbfordc^ 
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Brought  forward^ 

armed  horfemen  126 

Rocbforde^  of  Kilbiide/    - 

-    4  ditto. 

Michael  Cttfacke»  in  perfon» 

-    2  ditto. 

Ivers,  of  Racayhc,    - 

-     I  ditto. 

The  Portriff  of  Trym, 

-    3  *«o. 

ThePortriffof  Navan,      - 

-    4  ditto. 

TeeUng,  of  MuUagba^  in  perfon 

,       I  ditto. 

Hill»  of  AlleftoD,  in  perfon, 

-     I  ditto. 

MifTet,  of  La(kert6n» 

*     i.ditto. 

Euftace^  of  the  farne^ 

•>     I  ditto. 

BARONIB  OF  KEMLIS. 

Alex.  Barnewell,  with  the  horfemen,  3  ditto, 
Everard  of  Randlefton,  in  peribn,  2  ^to, 
Mape,  of  Maperath,  in  perfon,  -  i  ditto, 
Drake,  of  Rathode,  in  perfon,  -  2  ditto, 
Beugh,  of  Maynaltie,  for  his  county,  6  ditto, 
Ledwiche,  of  Cookfton,  -  «  6  ditto, 
I$tz-John,.of  Fyanfton,  -  -  i  ditto, 
TheSoffireigneofKenlis,  archers,    2 


BARONIE  OF  SLAKE. 


23 


The  Baron  of  Slane,  -        -    6  horfemen, 

Barnewell  of  Stackalleii,    -        -4  archer  horfemen. 


10 


177 
Barnewell, 
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Brought  fofward>  ^irQed  horfemen  177 

Baroewelly  of  Roweftoti,    -        *    1  ditto, 

Netterfield,  of  Dowth,  in  perfon,    2  ditto, 

1 4 

All  archers  to  be  on  horfeback. 

THE  HALF  BARONIE  OF  FOWRE,    ' 

The  Plunkets,  -       -       -       -  24  horfemep,     ^ 
Balfe>  of  Galmowefton,  in  perlbn,    2  diM6, 
Bamewell,  of  Morlow,  io  perfoD,     i  ditto, 
Tuite,  of  Beltraftin,  -        *     i  ditto. 


a8 


BARONIE  OF  MORGALLION. 


Thomas  Fleming,  of  Stcphenfton, 

in  perfon,     -        -        -        -    3  horiemeo. 
White,  of  C3oogell,  in  pcrfira,    -    2  ditto, 
Vcldon,  in  perfon,     -        -        -    2  ditto. 


•     7 
zx6 


JEpc  codice  MS*  Lambeth.  G.  (So8,ffl»  94. 

Hugh  de  Lacy  fa£lus  eft  dommus  'Mxdix  in  anno 
x8  Henerici  fecundi. 

Gcofrey  de  Geneville,  dominus  de  Trym,  in  anno 
2  do.  Edvardi  fecundi. 

Roger  de  Mortimer,  dominus  de  Trym,  anno  2do» 

lEdvardi  fecundi*  « 

F  f  Johannes 
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Job^pym  ]Pol4^.  qreatus  Baroiii^  4c  iU|9(^m  anno 
SEdvardilV, 

Vtfcounts  of  Meihe^  as  they  an  now  tiving^  in  anno  1616, 

PreftoDj  Vifcount  Gorffianfton^  txina  18  Edrardi 

Fleiptiig,.BMrbR  o£SlandL 
Flunket^^ikHd  of  ^toi^y  ih«  dalio>  Umld  VL 
Barnewe)!^  Cfleated^Lordrof'TriBabertoB^  mocb  2dtK 
Edwardi  IV^ 
Runkct,  Lord  Danfany,  Edvardi  IV. 

Folio  ^g.'^Barons  in  Methe  extinSt^  as  they  are  found 
upon  recorder  but  when  they  kad  their  bepnain^  is  uor 
certain. 

Thomas  l|Iaxward#  Baron  of,  Skr^ifii^aiuio^t  Hw. 
IV. 
John  Cufadc,  Baron  of  Qonmullen,  obnt  in  anna 

MITety  Baron  of  Lune,  extinft  in  anno  1273. 

Barons  or  Baronets  remaining  in  Ireland,  in  anno  i6x£. 

Huflby,  Baron- of  Galtrim. 
Nangle^  Baron  of  Navan. 


N(h 
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No.  6. — Particular  jiccount  of  Augher^  by  John  Pratt 
Winter^  £fy.  in  Anfwer  to  my  ^eries  on  the  SubjeEf. 

Augher^  Nov.  i,  1800. 
DEAR  S1R> 

I  WISH  it  were  in  my  power  to  contribute 
any  valuable  information  for  the  Survey  fpu  have  un- 
dertaken of  this  county,  but  muft  doubt,  after  making 
fomc  enquiries  for  that  purpofe,  whether  I  have  been 
able  to  procure  any,  which  may  appear  to  you  very 
ittiaterial.  Perhaps,  having  been  but  little  engaged  ia 
the  praftice  of  farming,  fome  things  may  have  efcaped 
my  notice,  which,  to  one  more  converfant  in  that  bufi- 
nefs,  might  afford  matter  of  ufeful  obiervation. 

I,  however,  return  your  queries,  with  fuch  anfwers 
annexed  as  I  am  enabled  to  give  ^  and,  fince  my  attention 
has  been  direfted  to  the  fubjeft,  fhall  further  venture 
to  offer  a  few  thoughts  and  obfervations  on  fome 
points,  more  at  large  than  the  confined  compafs  of 
thofe  anfwers  would  admit;  doing  fo,  indeed,  rather 
to  (hew  my  inclination  to  promote  the  objeft  of  your 
undertaking,  than  from  the  hope  of  fuggcfting  any 
thing  deferving  much  attention. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  defcribe,  fomewhat  more 
fully,  the  natural  circumftances,  as  they  appear  to  me, 
of  this  part  of  the  country.  • 

F  f  2  Augher, 
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Aughetj  and  fbme  of  the  adjoinhig  lands,  are  part  of 
tn  elevated  traA,  which  feparates  what  may  be  called . 
the  re^otis  of  the  Boyne  and  LifFey;  the  ftreams^ 
which  take  their  rife  here,  running  in  oppofite  direc^' 
tionSj  north-weftward  to  the  former,  and  fouth-eaft- 
ward  to  the  latter  fiver.  Nuriierous  fprings  fupply  a 
fuffidency  of  water  for  all  the  common  nfefol  pur* 
pofes  'f  while,  from  the  high  level  of  the  land,  and.  fall 
from  it  each*  way,  whatever  is  fuperfluous  is  eafily  car- 
ried off.  The  furface  is  pleafingly  diverfified  with 
hills,  not  indeed  very  lofty  or  piAurefque,  but  contri« 
buting  much  both  to  ufe  and  ornament,  and,  being  for 
the  mod  part  of  very  gradual  afcent,  fcarcely  obftru£l- 
ing,  in  any  degree,  the  operations  of  tillage.  The  fitu-» 
ation,  therefore,  may  be  regarded  as  in  no  fmall  de- 
gree favourable,  and,  I  prefume,  likewife  healthy. 

The  foil,  in  general,  I  take  to  be  what  is  termed  a 
Urong,  deep  loam.  Its  quality,  however,  is  variable  ; 
in  fome  places  being  more  open  and  gravelly,  but 
oftener,  I  think,  defeftive,  from  being  too  ftiff  and 
clayey ;  as  in  low  grounds  particularly,  and  wherever 
there  is  not.  a  quick  fall  for  the  water,  is  very  appa- 
rent ^  thofe  places  generally  abounding  in  rulhes,  and 
other  kinds  of  coarfe  plants,  occafioned  by  the  coldnefs 
of  the  foil  too  retentive  of  wet.  In  fome  of  the 
bottoms,  the  foil  is  of  that  black,  moory  kind^ 
Which  feems  to  have  been  depofited  by  the  overflow^ 

ingii 
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ings  of  bogs,  of  which  there  are  a  few  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, and  which  that  fpecies  of  foil  is  either 
found  bordering  upon,  or  connefted  with,  by  means 
of  the  courfe  of  the  waters,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  obferve  hereabouts. 

As  it  is  material  to  know  the  nature  of  the  various 
fubflrata,  as  well  as  that  of  the  furface-foil,  I  wi(h  it 
were  in  my  power  to  dcfcribe,  with  any  degree  of  ex- 
aftnefs,  thofe,  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  this  part  of 
the  countryj  but  an  accurate  knowledge  of  them  would 
require  a  much  more  particular  examination  than  I 
have  ever  beftowed  on  then^. 

Frequently  the  foil  feems  to  me  to  defcend  to  the 
depth  of  feveral  feet,  with  fcarcely  greater  variation, 
than  muft  neceffarily  be  occafioned  by  cultivation,  ex- 
pofure  to  the  air,  and  the  decay  of  vegetables  on  the 
furface*  Sometimes  a  ftiifer  and  more  fterile  clay  is  fb 
near,  as  to  be  reached  by  the  plough.  TJiat  mixture 
of  ftony,  calcareous,  and  other  matter,  wl^ich  is  ufually 
called  manuring  gravel,  and  which  feems  to  be  the 
moft  favourite  manure  ip  ufe,  is  found  commonly,  ^nd 
at  an  inconfiderable  depth,  as  in  the  bpttoms  of  ditches* 
Marie,  properly  called,  has  not  been  met  with  in  many 
places,  or  in  large  quantities,  though  I  have  now  and 
then  feen  different  forts  of  fluff  thrown  out  of  pits  and 
drains,  which,  from  their  effervefcing  flrongljr  with 
vinegar,  I  fhould  ilippofe  to  be,  in  fome  degree,  more 

9T 
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or  Icfs,  of  a  marly  naturq.  Gravel  and  fand,  coarfe 
and  fincj  fome  fit  for  roads,  fome  for  building,  are 
found  in  tolerable  abundance,  and  at  a. conv^nien^ 
depth.  That  kind  of  crumbling  ilate^  fo  common  in 
quarries,  appears  near  the  furface  in  fome  places^ 
chiefly  in  the  hills,  and,  I  fuppofe,  generally  indicates 
a  quarry  of  fome  fort  or  other  beneath.  In  a  few 
places  hereabouts,  quarries  have  for  many  years  been 
opened,  containing  a  hard  blue  limeftone,  with  othy 
kinds  of  a  good  quality,  mixed  with  fome,  that  are  un* 
ferviceabie  j  fo  that  materials  for  building  are  not  de- 
ficient. 

On  the  whole,  if  this  diftrift  can  claim  little  diftinc- 
tion  by  its  progrefs  in  agriculture,  it  may  at  lead  boaft 
its  full  (hare  of  natural  advantages.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  adduced  as  an  inllance  of  what  has  been  frequently, 
remarked,  that  it  is  not  on  the  moil  fertile  foils  an  \s%^ 
proved  fyftem  of  cultivation  is  ufually  feen  j  the  culti- 
vators, in  fuch  fituations,  being  apt  to  content  thcm- 
fclves  with  that  tolerably  abundant  produce,  which, 
they  reap  even  vfith  indifferent  management,  and  not 
feeling  equal  incentives  to  induftry,  ingenuity;^  and  en- 
terprize,  with  thofe,  who  partake  lefs  of  the  bounties 
of  nature.  This  obfervation  may,  indeed,  in  f9me  de- 
gree, be  applicable  to  almoft  the  whole  of  tlie  king- 
dom; but,  in  refpeft  of  this  part  of  the  country,  there 
is  another  circumftance,  wl:^;h  naturally  reurds  the. 
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adnflcemeif  e^  igrlatltare,  ii^melyi  fbe  nearniis  of 
^e  DnhSitk  ihstket j  ttai  the  i&drantages  thtncei  atifioig 
to  the  feeding  of  tattle  $  whereby  thfe  inoft  opulent  oc* 
cvpieri  of  land,  and  i&oft  competent  to  intro^dace  im-^ 
pro^ments,  are  generally  withdrawn  from  any  con- 
fidera]>le  attendon  to  tillage^  aiid  are  engaged  chieifljr' 
ift  the  Icfs  trotfblefome  and  motefiiiple  fyftfenk  of  pat 
tttrage. 

\ll  is  triethiti  ^  the  ittoH  approved  rtiithofls  of 
conducing,  agrfcalture,  th^  ex«!enfion  of  fillage  does 
not  at  all  leflfen,  but  often  encrea&s  the  me^ns  o^ 
feeding  catde ;  but  however  jttf^ly  diat  mode  of  mk- 
Mgttnent  may  be  eommenaed  cHTewhere,  it  wotild^ 
feem,  either  that  it  is  not  fo  fttfly  adapted  to  the  natu- 
ral qualities  of  this  country,  or  that  this  country  is  not 
yet  in  circumftances^  trbich  will  admit  of  hs  very  gene- 
ral adoption.  .  >  :     a 
Since  the  lyfterfi  of  farming,  #hich  faffs  lihd^r  my' 
obfervationi  contains  fcarcdy  any  thing  ftrildiig  or  pe-* 
ctdiar,  or  which  you  cannot  equally  weH  obfefve  hi-^a&' 
moft  any  oflier  part  of  the  county,  it  would  be  uftlefif 
to  trouble  you  with  a  dets^  of  it.    One  drc^mftitice> ' 
however,  I  Avail  mentiotti  which,  is  it  relates  to  an  ^1- ' 
teration  in  praftice,  that  fcems"  to  be  gaining  groutcf, 
aad^  of  courfe,  involves  a:  comparlfon  between"  Aifereftt^ 
modes  of  praftlice,  and  alifo,  as  I  am  not  (jertafei  whc^ 
ther  it  be  equally  obfervable  in  other  parts  of  the 
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coQQtryy  may  deferve  to  be  noticed  ;  it  is  ia  the  modo^ 
of  (bwiQg  winter  corn.  -  Formerly  it  wa^  for  the  moIL 
part^  fowed  in  narrow  ridges,  and  covered  with  the 
plough,  that  is,  in  the  farmer's  phrafe,  fowed  upder. 
But  for  fome  time  paft  the  practice  feems  to  have  been 
iocreafing,  and .  is  at  ,prefent  that  moft  prevalent,  of 
fowing^ii^  4atter  ridges,  covering  with  the  harrow,  and. 
afterwards  with  additional  mould  (hovelled  on  by^and: 
from  the. furrows.  Both  methods  muft  be  familiar  to 
youi  and  every. one  acqudnted  with  country  bufineis* 
What  I  ^i(h  to  remark  is,  the  increafing  praftice  of 
the  latter  fin  this  fleig)||[)ourhood ;  it  is  attended  with 
more  labour  and  xxjpaip&  than  the  farmer  metKpd. 
The  reafqd,  which  I  hear  a^gned  for  th^  preference 
given  to  ii^.  is  that,  the  foil  being  generally,  as  I  ob^ 
ferved,  r^er  Aiff  and  imperious,  the  feed  is  apt  to 
be  too  thickly  covered  with  the  plough,  and  thence 
muph  of, it  prevented  f^om  ihooting}  whereas  with  the 
harrow  and  Shovel  it  receives  a  lighter  and.  more  equ^l 
I  covering;  tb^  furrows,  too,  are  thus  cleared  with 
great  exaAn^fi,  and,  with  the  ail|ftance  of  water-cuts, 
openef)  in  proper  direAions,  the  i^ed  is  kept  fufficiently 
dry>  notwitbftanding  the  flatAefs  of  the  ridges.  It  may 
be  worth  confidering,  \^hether  the  praAice  bQ  well . 
founded,  and  the  prevalence  of  it  advantageous ;  or, 
fuppofing  it  to  be  preferable  to  the  old  method,  whe- 
ther 
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thcr  the  fame  purpofes  might  better  be  obtaiaed  by 
any  other  mode  of  management. 
.  One  inflance  I  find  in  this  neighbourhood^  of  a 
praftice  rather  uncommon,  and  which  is  adverted  to 
in  your  queries ;  that  of  irrigation.     Mr.  Patrick  Da- 
niel, of  Ballintogher,  in  this  parifh,  has  for  many  years 
adopted  that  mode  of  improvement,  on  a  very  Ample 
plan  indeed,  but,  however,  ferviceable.    His  fituatioa 
is  fuch  a  one  as  would  readily  fuggeft  the  practice. 
His  farm  extends  a  confiderable  length  along  the  de- 
clivity of  a  hill,  and  at  the  bottom  is  a  narrow  ftrip  of 
flat  meadow  ground,  bounded  on  the  oppofite  fide  by 
a  fmall  ftream.    It  is  not,  however,  this  ftream  which 
he  employs  in  irrigation,  as  it  IfTues,  for  the  moft  part^ 
from  bogs;  and  he  judges,  juftly  I  prefume,  that  boggy 
j(ediment  would  not  tend  much  to  improve  the  quality 
of  his  meadow.    Nearly  in  the  centre  of  his  farm,  a 
fiream  defcends  from  the  high  grounds,  in  a  channel 
fcooped  by  nature  in  the  declivity.      This,  when  it 
reaches  l^he  bottom,  he  turns,  on  either  fide,  into  a 
ditch,  which  runs  immediately  under  the  upland ;  and 
thence,  by  opening  trenches  with  the  plough  in  various 
diredlions,  he  conduAs  the  water  over  fuch  parts  of 
fais  meadow  as  he  think  proper.    It  is  to  be  obferved^ 
however,  that,  in  his  application  of  water  as  a  manure^ 
be  does  not  feem  at  all  fenfibl^  of  the  faft,  which  a 
fuller  and  more  enlightened  experience  is  faid  to  have 
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eftaUiAied,  that  even  the  pureft  water,  merely  by 
flowing  over  grafs-Iand,  improves  the  quality  of  the 
herbage.  Regarding  ottly  its  more  ob'rious  eflfefts,  he 
coniiders  it  fokly  as  a  conveyance  of  maoore,  in  itfelf 
ef  no  value;  and,  conformably  to  this  opinion,  it  is 
only  in  times  of  flood,  when  the  ftream  is  confiderably 
fwelled,  and,  mamog  with  force  and  rapidity,  bears 
along  with  it  a  large  quantity  of  mud,  which,  in  its 
flower  Bdotion  over  the  meadow,  it  may  depoflt  on  the 
fbrface,  that  he  fuppofes  any  material  benefit  to  arife 
Irom  this  apf tication  ef  it.  But  flill,  however  erro* 
neous  his  ideas  may  be,  or  defeAive  his  management 
of  tiiis  fource  of  improvement,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
his  praOtee,  luch-  as  it  is,  is  produ£tive  of  much  adw 
vantage  J  and,  in  a  comitry,  where  few  attempt  any 
thing  new  or-  unuibal,  it  may  merit  feme  particular  not* 
ike,  as  a  flep  in  advance,  and  an  example  worthy  of 
ki^tadoa.  It  offbrs,  too,  an  inftance,  which  it  may  not 
be  tinpleafing  to  ret&ark,  of  the  firft  rude  and  imper- 
fca  conception  of  an  ingenious  branch  of  the  mraf 
artv  for  however  long  known,  and  well  undefftood; 
die  praflke  of  irrigation  may  be  in  other  countries,  la- 
the cafe  of  Mr.  Daniel  it  iir  certainly  an  origmal  attempt, 
Tjot  copied  from  any  exanjple,  nor  derived'  from  any- 
ipftmifVioa,  but  altogether  the  fiiggeftion  of  an  intelE* 
^nt  and  obiervant  flund^  placed  in  favourable  drcum- 
ftanccs,  and  iodttfirioufly  profiting  by  tbemt 
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*  In  additioQ  to  the  foregohig,  I  have  juj(l  learned 
another  inftance  of  the  fame  nature,  in  which  the  pror 
cefs  is  ftill  more  fimple.  The  Rev*  Mr.  Davidfon,  fomt 
time  curate  of  the  parifli  of  Rathmijllian  in  this  neighr 
bourhood,  and  occupying  the  glebe  thereof,  haa  adopt*- 
ed  the  plaiji  of  watering,  on  a  piece  pf  bottom  meadow, 
which  the  drcumftances  of  the  fituation  enable  him  to 
cffeft  with  fcarcely  any  i;rouhle.  Above  the  uj^r 
mai:gin  of  the  meadow  a  nuU-ftr^am  i$  condu£);ed.  By 
occafionally  opening  paHagejS  in  the  dam,  at  fuch  tij^e^ 
as  t^e  water  is  not  required  for  the  mill,  be  turns  U 
i^on  the  meadow,  oyer  which  it  flows  till  it  fall^  into 
the  natural  channel  pf  the  fiream^  which  forms  a\}^ 
lower  border. 

As  you  exprefs  a  defire  to  coUeft  opinions  reQ)eftjng 
the  impfovements,  which  it  might  be  expipdient  to  in^ 
troduce,  I  am  tempted  to  offer  you  a  few  thoughts  oq 
that  head,  though  not  without  confiderable  diffidence. 
Nothing  can  be  more  natural  ia  thofe,  who  are  intc* 
refled  in  agricultural  purfuits,  than  a  zeal  to  fuggefi; 
plans  of  improvement ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  nottung 
can  be  eafier,  to  thofe  apqu^ted  with  the  variety  of 
more  perfeft  fyflems  praftifed  i^i  other  countries,  than 
to  devife  fuch  plans  in  the  greateft  abundance*  I  can^ 
nott  hpwever,  avoid  thinking,  that  this  zeal,  if  not 
prudently  moderated,  may  readily  trai\ferefs  the  lii^it^ 
<?f  utility,  and  no  longer  promote,  b\it,  perhaps,  rathcc 
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retard  the  great  objeft,  which  it  propofes.  The  grand 
caofe  of  the  backward  ftate  of  this  country  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  its  want  of  capital,  which,  from  various 
untoward  circumftances,  has  never  grown  to  a  fuffi- 
dent  amount  to  fupply  funds  for  pufhing,  to  any  great 
extent,  the  various  improvements,  of  which  it  is  fut 
ceptible.  The  quickeft  pofSljle  increafe,  therefore,  of 
this  capital,  fo  as  to  furnifh  ftill  frefli  fupplies  for  the 
quickeft  fucceffion  of  improvements,  is  the  objeft, 
which  is  to  be  conftantly  in  view ;  and,  confequently^ 
while  fb  many  things  of  importance  remain  yet  to  be 
cfFefted,  it  is  not  fuffident,  that  an  objeft  propofed  be 
in  itfelf  really  defirable,  but  it  is  to  be  fcen  alfo,  that 
the  purfuit  of  it  be  not  urged  precipitately,  interfering 
with  others,  which  claim  equal  or  greater  attention. 
Improvements  have  a  natural  order,  in  which  to  ad- 
vance 'f  all,  perhaps,  partaking,  in  fome  degree,  in  the 
general  movement,  but  the  mpft  beneficial  holding  the 
foremoft  place,  and  none  forced  forward  out  of  their 
due  courfe,  or  encouraged  beyond  their  juft  proportion 
of  utility.  It  is  not,  indeed,  to  be  expected,  that  this 
natural  progrefs  (hould  in  no  inftance  be  interrupted^ 
nor  is  it  poflSble  to  be  certain,  at  every  ftep,  of  tread- 
ing exaftly  in  the  right  path ;  but,  in  general,  the  in- 
tereft  of  individuals,  pradlically  engaged  in  bufineis^ 
and  intent  on  the  moft  profitable  employment  of  their 
^timc  and  money,  b  a  tplerably  fure  guide^  though  not 
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^ertaialy  excluding  the  ufe  of  any  aiEftant  toeans^ 
which  can  be  devifed  for  accelerating  improvement; 
fuch  means,  no  doubt,  there  are,  -which  may  ferve,  if 
applied  judicioufly^  to  quicken  diligence,  roufe  emula- 
tion, enlighten  ignorance,  and  occafionally  to  open  un* 
thought  of  fources  of  wealth  to  the  community.  But 
there  feems  reafon  fometimes  to  fear,  that,  when  fpe* 
culative  men,  or  men  of  fortune,  who,  in  their  purfuita 
of  this  nature,  feek  applaufe,  difVindlion,  or  amufe- 
ment,  rather  than  profit,  are  eager  to  direft  the  prac- 
tice of  the  country  by  their  ideas,  their  efforts  ferve  to 
little  other  purpofe,  than  needlefsly  to  diffipate  a  por- 
tion of  an  already  fcanty  national  capital,  and  to  inter- 
rupt the  regular,  fteady  progrefs  of  improvement.  Not 
obliged  to  a  rigorous  calculation  of  lofs  and  gain^ 
which  ought  to  regulate  all  fuch  undertakings,  their 
particular  tafle,  or,  perhaps,  caprice,  direfts  their 
views;  and,  if  the  favourite  objeft,  which  aftuates 
their  zeal,  happen  alfo  to  be  one,  in  which  fancy,  ra- 
ther than  utility,  is  often  the  criterion  appealed  to;, 
and,  if  further  the  purfuit  of  it  occafion  a  confiderablc 
drain  of  wealth  from  the  country,  the  efFefts  of  fuch 
interference  may  be  ftill  more  mifchievous.  From 
thefe  confiderations,  and  becaufe  I  am  fenfible,  that  I 
have  not  fuffident  experience  to  give  any  authority  to 
my  (peculations,  I  fhall  be  cautious  in  indul^ng  them^ 
^od  offer  only  a  few  ideasi  concerning  fuch  improve-^ 
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mentsy  as  feem  the  moft  obvious,  and  flow  molt  natu* 
turally  from  the  prevaUing  pfafticc  of  the  country; 
though  after  aH,  perhaps,  in  vrtiat  I  have  juft  ob- 
fcrved,  I  have  but  prefaced  a  ceftfure,  to  which  I  may 
lecm  myfelf  joftly  liable.  Aitid  the  variety,  which  is 
tobefeen  in  the  modes  of  agricultural  management, 
one  effential  diftinftion  is  eafily  noticed,  which  plainly 
marks  out  two  very  different  fyflems.  In  the  pne  of 
(hefe,  the  fame  land  is  kept  conftantly  in  a  flate  of  til- 
lage, and  the  great  objefl:  of  th6  agriculturifl  is,  to  guard 
againft  the  deterioration  of  the  foil  by  a  judicious  va- 
riation and  arrangement  of  crops,  wherein  a  field  is 
opened  for  much  profound  reafoning  and  refined  ma- 
nagenlent.  In  the  other,  a  more  fimple  plan,  and^ 
therefore,  better  fuited  to  the  infancy  at  leafl  of  agri- 
culture, is  followed.  The  land'  is  kept  in  tillage  only 
for  a  limited  time,  and  is  then  reftored  to  grafs;  a  plan^ 
which  I'eiiddrs  a  fcrupulous  regard  to  the  fele£lion  of 
crops,  though  not  imriiaterial,  yet  lefs  neceflary  5  the 
ibbfequent  reft  and  amelioration  of  the  land,  in  a  flate 
of  paflurage,  fervlng  to  rellore  the  fertility,  which  it 
ihay  have  loft  while  in  that  of  tillage. 

As  the  former  of  thefe  fyflems  very  generally  pre- 
vails in  England,  fo  does  the. latter,  almoft  univerfally, 
in  this  country.  How  far  jhe  one  of  them  may  be  en- 
titled to  a  preference  above  the  other,  I  am  not  com- 
petent to  determines  but  this  much  feems  certain^  that 
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BO  fa^deix  chaoge  can  be  efTe^led,  eren  tkough  it  wero 
evidently  defirabk,  but  that  the  prefen£  eftabiiOied  fy& 
tesi  muA,  {qt  a  loag  time  to  come,  contimie  the  moft 
prevalent ;  it  is^  therefore,  maiteriaU  to  give  to  that  fyf-» 
tenx  all  the  advaotageg,  of  which  it  is  capable.  And 
here,,  in.  m;  opinioni  is  an  objeA>  among  the  firft  to 
daim  atteff^n,  adtauitiDg  maBifeft  improvement,  vntib* 
out  any  violent  iteration.  The  great  point  to  be  at^ 
tended:  to,  in  tbifi  mode  of  management,  is,  to  lay  down 
gpoaiui  ia  clean  order,  without  being  prevloufly  too 
much  exhaufted,  and  with  good  kinds  of  grafs-ieedi^, 
that  fo  a  profiaaUe  crop  of  grafs  may  be  obtained  as 
fpeedily  as  pojQible.  The  too  frequent  negleA  of  all 
lixtSi  partiqiilar$  is  vifible  in  the  wafte  appearance  of 
mai^/  fields,  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Perhaps  fomd 
encour^sment  to  a?  more  general  attention  in  this  re^ 
^Ql  might  be  eafily  atid  beneficially  afforded.  Befides 
ihat  obvious  one,  o£  offering  premiums  for  this  pur-* 
9ofe,.it  occurs  to  me,,  that,  fhould  a  farming  fociety,  as 
has  la^Iy  beea>  propofed,  be  fncceisfuUy  infUtuted  ia 
^ti$iQPUQty,.  it  might  be  an:objeA  worthy  of  thdr  ear« 
lieft  attention,  if  not  attended  with  too  many  difiicul* 
tiesi  to  eftabltih  in  fome  central  place  in  the  county,  of 
principal -refort,. a  repofitory  or  ftore-room,  under  their 
infpeOiSoa,  to  be  oonftantly  fupplied,  among  many 
thittgs  whidi  might  appear  eligible,  with  the  beft 
llisds^of  gprafs  and  other  feeds,  fucfa  as  fhould  beft  fuit 
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the  agriculture  of  the  country.  Ifi  thefe  the  Sodety 
might  g^ve  fuch  premiums  as  they  ihould  think  fit; 
and  neighbouring  farmers,  reforting  to  market,  and 
gradually  bthers  more  diftant,  finding  a  fure  and  con- 
venient place  for  fupplying  themielves  with  thoie  art!-* 
cles,  would  often  be  induced  to  purchaie  them,  whea 
otherwife,  from  the  uncertainty  and  difficulty  ol  pro* 
curing  them,  they  would  be  neglected.  An  eftaBlifli- 
ment  of  this  kind,  condufled  under  judicious  regula- 
tions, I  Aiould  thinks  might  be  worth  fupporting9 
though  attended  with  fome  expence  in  the  commence- 
ment ;  and  in  a  Qiort  time,  it  might  be  hoped,  the  ex- 
pence,  if  any,  would  be  very  trifling. 

Befides  this  attention  tp  the  lajring  down  of  ground 
for  grafs,  I  think  I  may  add,  as  alio  defervii^g  its 
fliare  of  encouragement,  an  improvement  Ibmewhat 
relative  thereto,  well  adapted  to  the  fdl  of  this  coun- 
try, and  warranted  by  its  appearing  already,  thou^ 
flowly,  to  creep  into  praftice;  I  mean  the  more  general 
introduction  of  clover  as  a  cultivated  crop.  The  fame 
means,  before  fuggefted,  might  contribute  to  efiefl 
this  alio. 

Thefe,  with  probably  fome  unprovement  on  die 
common  conftru6lion  of  the  plough,  are  the  objeftsy 
which  ftrike  my  mind^  as  the  firft  to  claim  attention,  ia 
the  prefent  ftate  of  tillage  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  mention  of  a  county  eftablifhment  of  the  fort 
I  have  ftated  leads  me  to  remark^  that  it  would  pro* 
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bably  contribute,  much  to  the  general  advancement  of 
agriculture,  if  there  were  any  fixed  place,  where  thofe^ 
who  fhould  be  difpofed  to  make  trial  of  any  propofed 
improvement,  not  yet  commonly  known,  might  be  cer- 
tain at  all  times  of  being  furni(hed  wldi  the  machines, 
'implements,  oT'  other  means  neceffary  thereto.  At 
preient,  every  one  muft  be  feniible  how  often  it  hap- 
pens, that  this  difpofition  is  fruftrated,  and  favourable 
opportmiides  fhfFered  to  pafs  away,  from  the  want  of 
Ibpie  iQ{titution  of  this  kind. 

A  perfon  hears  a  new  and  applauded  invention 
fpoken  of :  he  inclines  to  try  it,  and  defires  to  k0ow 
where  he  can  be  provided  with  if,  he  is  told,  that  he 
mnfl  fend  to  London,  perhaps,  or  Edinburgh,  and  he 
.  thinks  of  it  no  more.  The  limited  demand  of  a  fingle 
county  might  not  fuffice  for  the  fupport,  within  itfetf, 
of  fuch  an  eiiablUhment,  wherein  ikilful  workmen 
and  artificers  of  various  kinds  would  be  required, 
though  even  this,  on  a  moi'e  contracted  plan>  might, 
perhaps,  be  prafticable  and  expedient:  but  furelyia 
the  capital  of  the  country,  at  leaft,  and  under  the  dit 
reftion  of  fome  national  fociety,  it  might  be  carried  on 
to  its  fuUeft  extent.  The  plan,  it  is  true,  of  the  Dub- 
lin Society  extends  to,  and  in  fome  degree  provides 
for  this  objefl ;  but  I  do  not  finjd,  that  it  furnifhes  that 
general  and  extenfive  accommodation,  which  would  be 
.  defirable. 

eg  The 
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The  improiiremeiit  of  grevsd^  iajvred  by  a  faper* 
•bttodance  of  wet,  ie  another  pohit,  to  vrhich  I  think 
Some  attcntioa  might  be  advaotageonfly  dare£bed. 

I  do  not  mean,  however,  to  fay,  that  there  is  at  pre- 
^t  a  general  oeglcd  ia  this  particnUir.  Draimng,  by 
"means  of  covered  iewers,  is  a  good  ded  prafii&d  in 
-dus  nag^iboorhood,  and  mtfa  confideralde  advantage. 

Thofe  called  lbd<-fe«vers,  bewg  made  ia  the  cheapeft 
and  readieft  manner,  are,  for  that  reafim,  die  moft 
common>  and  in  feme  foils  are  find  to  anfWer  the  {hmt- 
pofe  tideraUy  well.  I  ftaU  not  detain  yon  with  a  de- 
iei4^on  of  ifaem,  as  I  afi  fnre  they  are  vdl  known  to 
yo«.  But  I  diink  ihere  is  fttU  room  for  the  exertioa  ^ 
of  fome  endeavours,  to  promote  and  perfefi  Ac  prac- 
tice of  this  and  other  methods  of  c3rre£Hng  a  defdSt^ 
46  common  in  every  part  of  the  eoaacry,  vhefte  «be 
kil  has  a  tendency  to  Aiffasft,  anid  whkh  leflcns  in  (b 
great  a  degree  the  vatoe  of  its  produoe.  For  this  pnr- 
fok  it  might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  advileable  to  adopt 
fame  meafures  for  rendering  mooe  generally  known 
die  moft  approved  methods,  which  have  been  recom- 
mended for  efiedfing  this  valuable  bnprovement.  The 
plan  of  boriBg  with  the  anger,  by  whkh  Mr.  Elktng* 
ton  has  acquired  (nch  high  reputation,  is  not  applica- 
ble to  the  (pecies  of  damaged  land  I  allude  to.  But  in 
Anderfofl's  Eflays,  and  very  likdy  elfcwhere,  are  con- 
tained fome  directions  on  this  head,  which,  probably,  if 
they  were  better  known,  might  be  brought  into  nie 
with  advantage.    One  inftance  I  (hall  mention^  not  as 

being 
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bring  4he  moft  importaQt  I  might  adduce/ but  as  a  few 
words  will  foffice  for  it. 

From  the  hard  and  almoft  imperi(hable  nature  of  ih6 
wood  of  the  larch>  it  has  been  found,  that  its  fmalleft 
branches,  ftch  as  will  ierve  icarcely  any  other  purpofe^ 
form  a  moft  exccUent  material  for  filling  covered  drains; 
10  which  fituation  they  will  remain  without  decay 
for  a  long  period.  As  that  tree  has>  of  late  years,  been 
planted  in  considerable  quantities  about  gentlemen's 
feats,  the  prunings  and  withered  branches,  which  are 
commonly  quite  difregarded,  mi^t,  if  this  applicadon 
of  them  were  univerfally  known,  be  turned  to  a  good 
account,  and  not  a  twig  of  this  valuable  tree  be  loft. 

The  Lancafliire  miner  is  an  implement,  which  it 
might  be  uleful  to  introduce  on  this  Ipedes  of  wet 
land;  and  I  myfelf  know  inftances,  in  which  trial 
would  have  been  made  of  it,  were  it  not  for  the  be- 
Ibre-mentiooed  difficulty  of  procuring  any  thing  ia 
^s  country  out  of  the  ordinary  praAice. 

It  may  be  ftated,  I  think,  as  a  general  obiervatlon, 
that  endeavours  are  not  ufed,  to  the  degree  they  weH 
•might  be,  to  promote  the  advancement  of  agriculture 
by  that  fimpleft  and  moft  operative  method,  the  dif* 
f4aripa  of  ufeful  information. 

The  bulky  volumes,  through  which  much  good 
prafki<;al  informadon  lies  widely  fcattered,  the  genera- 
lity of  ftrmers  can  neither  be  expefted  to  buy  nor  to 
read.  I  Ihould  IBce  to  i5?e  a  few  pages  of  well  feleftcd 
.matter,  relpefting  huft^andry  and  rural  economy,  occa- 
G  g  2  fionally 
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£(^aUy  printed  J  and  dHperfed  even  amoog  the  loweft 
country  fchools,  where  it  might  fuperfedc^  with  great 
advantage,  much  of  what  is  ufualiy  tatlght  there.  Per- 
haps, there  is  no' method,  whereby  that  bbftinate  pre- 
judice of  the  lower  or<krs,  in  f ^our  of  ancient  prac- 
tices, ibr  often  complained  oi  as  an  unconquerable  ob- 
ftacle.  to  the  progress  of  improvemeat,  could  fo  eafily 
and  naturally  be  induced  to  give  way.  Their  nunds 
would  thus  be  prepared  by  early  culture,  before  fiich 
prejudices  would  be  formedj  and  while  impref&ons  are 
evilly  received }  and  the  zeal,  natural  to  the  early  period 
of  life,  would  afterwards  prompt  them  to  concur  with 
alacrity  and  pleafure,  in  praAifing  the  leiTons  of  their 
childhood.  I  have  read,  that  in  Sweden,  from  views 
of  this,  nature,  they  teach  the  principles  of  agriculture 
Co  thofe  perfons,  who  are  deftined  to  be  curates  in  the 
country. 

'  I  fliall  now  venture  to  ib|g^  a  thought,  whtcb* 
perhaps,  may  .appear  ridiculous,  but,  at  the  worft,  can- 
not lead  into  any  great  error,  or  deftraAive  expence. 
in  anfweri^g  your  query,  concerning  the  Aate  of  ia- 
clofures  in  this  neighbourhood,  I  obierved,  that  on 
fmall  farms  they  are  generally  too  numerous,  as  they 
are  alfo  very  bad.  Indeed,  this'  could  fi:arcely  be 
.otherwifcr  In  the  fmalleil  farms,  the  application  of 
the  ground  in  the  three  diHinA  ways  of  tillage,  paf- 
turage,  and  meadow,  is  £IU1  retained.  And  as  the 
portion  tilled  is  conftandy  varying^  and,  while  in  that 
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rtate,  muft  in  fonofe  fort  be  fe<ii#feil  from  cattle,  t*e  dt 
'rifions  jthus  become  extcemely  minuie.  Whea^  bk 
<5f  groiftid  is  brokenr  op,  a  ditch  becomes  ncc^flary; 
This  work  is  qt&ckij  difpatcked^  but  in-  the  in<!>ft  Care^ 
lefs  maQoer,  and  on  the  worA  coiiftrii£)ion;  ai$d  when 
the  preient  purpofe  is  aafwet^d,  k  lies  negt<!f£)?ed  and 
crvfttbling  tov  d^cay,  a  ulekTs  wafte  and  difgufting  to 
die  eye,  tUl,  ibme  new  occafion  coming  round,  it  ts 
IDJide,  with  the  ailiftance  of  much  varied  patch-work, 
to  fulfil  once  more  its  ori^nal  intention.  I  know  no- 
tiripg,  (the  wretched  cabins  of  the  poor  alone  ex- 
cepted) which  ferves  fo  much  to  disfigure  this  fine 
country,  as  thofe  unfightly  feams,  whkh  ftfeak  dM 
£su:e  of  it  in  every  direfbioii.  it  is  not,  however,  fo 
eaiy  topdntout  a  remedy.  The  pkn  of  abolifhing 
finall  farms,  by  uniting  feveral)  h^s  of  late  year«  been 
a  good  deal  a£bed  upon,  ia  Enghnd-,  and. -has  divided 
the  agriculturiJfb  of  that  country,  into  two  fomewhat 
hoftile  faftions.  But  the  gopd  policy  of  ^ths^t .  pl^  re* 
mains  ftill  dubious;  and  I  confefs,  for  myfelf,  I  do  not 
feel  inclined  ta  favour  it,  at  lead  beyond  a  certain  ex- 
tent; for  I  readily  admit  the^  parcelling  of  land  ia  ex- 
tremely minute  diviflons  not  to  be  deiirable*  I  have 
often  wifbed,  when  offended,  with  the  view  of  ibme  of 
thofe  mif-fhapen  things  called  fences,  that  it  were  pof^ 
fible  to  invent  fbme  cheap  fort  of  moveable  fence,  as 
of  rail,  hurdle,  ftake  and  rope,  or  whatever  other  ma- 
jierial  might  fuit  beft  the  circumftances  of  the  country, 

and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


«ld  die  tteaof  of  ibe  JoHrff  fiupmeff».  r^naot^O^li 
fo  fay/  how  far  thff  UMg  is^fradicabl^)  b«t^  perhaps^ 
uFarauog  ibdcty  iu^  tbmk  k  worthy  their  co&fi^l^* 
atioH)  aad  hold  O0t  tbp  jfeward  of  a  prttt&ma  to  tb^ 
loventor  of  the  cbeapoA  and  m^  efficadoos  fence  of 
that  oaoire.  If  fiicb  ji  oae^  eafiLy  /Ufted»  as  occafioki 
i!cqmred|  coftU  ia  a»y  degree  be  imsroduoe^  araeh 
fewer  of  a  peraMeat  jcoHftruftioBi  jttdidotifly  dtfpofed^ 
migbt  foffice.  Landlords  might  jobBge  their  tenants^ 
who  had  but  tmH  holdiagsi  to  be  pro?ided  ;with  a 
propordoeaie  qasoitity  of  the  moVeabk  kind,  or  might, 
perhaps^  fiad  it  eKpedieit  topcoidde.them  wtrii  k,  and 
Might  projiihk  them  b<nt  aitakiog  any  new  dkA  widt* 
out  tbcir  apjvx^^ooL  it  is  an  obgej^  which  may  be 
dtoiight  hnpfaAt^bk^  but  k  camiot  be  ani&  to  hare 
noticed  k*  Mamy  pdrta  of  the  county  of  Meath  are 
^tmtlely  diftnfled  by  ttit  want  ^f  f oeli  and  this  cir- 
cnfinftance  aUcris  a  freqfoeat  canfe  of  the  bad  ftate  of 
the  ficAces,  by  oci^afioni^  the  defthiAiony  or  difcos-^ 
ra^ng  the  pkndng  of  bedgts«  The  proridkig  of  f<HDB 
remedy^  which  n^ght  at  le^  alle^idate  this  wam^ 
wtMild,  I  fbodd  imaipqei^  be  a  frapcr  fobjeft  of  4 
fixadt/s  labotuis.  .  A£ght  not  a  premium  be  oi&red  for 
plantkig  in  the  copfe  way,  with  the  ijiricloeft  gro\tdog 
treesi  for  the  fiippty  of  fire-wood,  a  certain  quantify 
of  bad  groend,  as  coiurfe,  wet,  or  hofj^  bottom,  and 
&fficiemly  fixuring  it  in  a  maimer  p^^ftribed? 

Thd 
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The  fcheme  might  be  confined  to  fuch  parts  of  the 
country,  as  flioold  be  deftitute  of  any  other  coovement 
means  of  procuring  fueU  we  may  fuppofe,  for  ini>buice», 
three  miles  diftant  from  turf-bog,  colliery,  tba-port,  or 
aavigable  canal.  I  fhoukl  fi^pofej^  that  this  applica^ 
tion  of  fuch  a  piece  of  ground  woold,  certainly,  in  a^ 
ihort  tioie  be  found  profitable,  aiid  that  aotfiing  is  re^* 
quifite  but  fome  encouragement,  in  the  firft  inftancei^ 
tn  order  to  roufe  the  fpirit  of  enter  prize  neceiEiry  for 
any  new  undertakings 

Other  methods,  perhaps,  might  aifo  be  devifed  of 
promoting  the  fame  objeft.  I  have  ibmewhere  read, 
9  plan,4>r(qpoied  with  a  fimilar  view,  of  forming  bfroad 
fences  of  feverd  .lioes  of  furze,  whichi  it  is  faid,  iff 
prq>erly  tramed  and  9ianaged,  vdU  anfwer  that  pur-* 
pofe  extremely  well,  whUc  z,  lar§e  fiipply  of  fuel  wiU 
alio  be  fumiflied  by  thdr  alternate  cuttii^  Thia 
pl^,  indeed,  feems  belter  adapted  to  wild  and  e^pofed 
fituations,  than  to  the  rich  and  level  plains  ok  thi^ 
county  of  Mjeath;  others,  however,  more  digible 
might  be  offered,  if  attention  wei^e  called  to  the  fubn 
|sft,  as  a  regard  to  one  of  the  mof^  urgent  wants  o( 
the  poor  feems  to  require* 

This  letter  has  extended  to  a  lengitb^  fa  UAiexpe£bed 
by  myfelf,  and  fo  tediouj^,  probably,  to  you,  that  I 
0ull  trouble  you  no  further  than  juft  to  touch  on  on^ 
interefting  fubjeft  more;  It  is  one,  indeed,  which  coa«* 
Aantly  offers  itfelf  to  eyqry  p^rlbn's  obfervadon;  not<^ 

withftajvdin^ 
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withftandiitg  which,  I  caimot  eftcem  It  idrpropcr,  to 
6rmg  it  forward  and  prefs  it  into  notice,  whenever  aa 
opportunity  is  given  of  enumerating  the  wants  of  the 
conntry.  I  alinde  to  the  general  ftate  of  the  habita*^ 
flons  of  the  peafantry.  Certainly,  in  a  few  places,  the- 
humanity  of  individuals  is  cottfpiCuotrs  in  the  attentiod^ 
they  have  beftowed  on  this  objeft*  But  thefc  are  rare 
mftknces,  and  ferve  to  point  the  attemion  more  forci- 
bly to  the  wretchednefs  around  them.  Here  is  a  fpa- 
cious  field  for  improvement,  and  one  fo  importairt  and 
interefting,  that,  befides  the  exertions  of  individuals,  it 
ought,  I  conceive,  never  to  be  omitted  in  the  plan  of 
any  iriih  fociety  for  internal  improvement;  though  I 
know  nor,  if  it^  has  ever  yet  experienced  ^uch  good 
fortttne.  The  contraft'  between  the  ftately  manfioa 
here,  and  hard  by  the  filthy  hovel,  fo  outrages  the 
feelings  of  human  nature:  the  advanilages,  in  point  of 
moral  effeft,  of  a  clean,  comfortable,  and  chearful' 
dwelHiig,  compared  whh  an  abodfe,-  difmal,  dark, 
and  dirty,  are  fo  incalculable :  the  confciows  (hame, 
which  muft  fling  every  Ixifti  bofom,'when  the  proud 
ftranger  feems  to  dweH,  with  inftilting  tfiumph,  •  on 
this  reproach  and  fcandal  of  a  beautiful  country: 
thefe  .confiderations,  and-  many  more,  muft  fetisfy 
us,  that-pdicy,  humanity,  and  a  fenlc  of  national  ho- 
nour, concur  in  calling  for  unceafing  exertions  to  re- 
medy this  glaring  evil.  There  is  alfo  this  ftrong  mo- 
tive far  endeavouring  to  combine,  by  fomepublic.pknV 
:  all 
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all  defcriptions  of  perfons  in  the  promotion  of  this  ob- 
jeft,  th«  it  leems  to  be  one,  to  which  the  numerous 
abfentee  landlords  of  the  country  might  more  effeftu- 
ally  'contribute  their  aid,  than  to  almoft  any  other!'    It 
isnot,  I  think,  fo  much  the  farmer,  on  the  eftate  of 
th^  abfentee,  who  fuffers  from  that  circumftance ;  it  is 
chiefly  the  day  labourer;  it  is  he  whofc  fituation  is  af- 
ilifting,'  compared  with  that  of  him,  m  the  fame  rank' 
of  life,  who  lives  under  a  refident  gentleman.    If  thofe 
abfentee  landlords,  therefore,  could  be  induced  tO  ap- 
propriate occaflonally  a  fum  of  money  for  building, 
under  proper  direflion,  comfortable  cottages  for  the 
poor  on  convenient  parts  of  their  eftates,  they  woutd^ 
in  fo  doing,  make  amends,  in  a  great  degree,  for  the 
cvHsflowing  from  their  abfence.    Some  premiums,  or 
well  devifed  honorary  diftinftion,  offered  by  a  refpeft- 
able  fociety  to  thofe  proprietors  of  land^  who,  within  a 
certam  period,  ftiould  ereft  the  greateA  number  of  cot- 
tagts  on  their  eftates,  combining,  in  the  greateft  de- 
gree, the  advantages  of  convenience,  cheapnefs,  and 
durability,  and  with  gardens  annexed,  might,  I  fliould 
hope;  be  attended  with  confiderable  efFeft. 
*  Much,  however,  as  I  efteem  this  objeft  to  be  defir- 
able,  yet  I  am  fendble  that  it  muft  advance,  like  moft 
others,  by  flow  degrees.    The  wealth  of  the  country, 
fo  inadequate  to  all  the  divers  operations  of  national 
induftry,  cannot  be  poured  out  in  great  profufion  on 
any  one  objeft,  however  important^  and  he,  who,  in 

his 
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his  todiiddual  capadty^  regulates  himfelf  by  tlus  prtt- 
^ent  icgard  to  tl»  general  drcumftaaces  of  the  coHn» 
try^  is^  in  trothy  its  moft  deferving  dtizea.    It  is  eaiy 
for  a  geotlemaa»  regardlefi  of  expence^  to  lodge  a  poor 
working,  man  with  whatever  magnificence  he  may  faa« 
cy  ;^  be  tbas>  poffibly>  beftows  comfort  qn  a^few  peiv 
ions,  at  a  vei^y  needlcfs  coft^  and  gratifies  his  own  tafle 
*-but  this  is  alL    The  man,,  who  propofes  only  pkin 
•eatnefs,  convemence,  and  economy}  does  more;  he 
lets  a  u&fuL  eauaplft»  which  his  neighbours  may  ha 
isduced  lo  follow.    Should  any  ibch  meafuf e,  there-^ 
fore>  as  I  have  mentioned,  be  adopted,  it  would  be 
proper  to  reftrtft  it  with,  the  utmoft  caution,  fo  that 
works  of  real  pra£Hcal  utility  may  alone  be  encour- 
ipaged,  and  that  vanity  may  n^t  obtrude  itCelf  UAd^r  the 
ftew  of  benevoleoce^ 

Though  the  plan  of  a  fimple  cottage  be  but  a  flight 
matter,  yet  as,  even  in  fi>  imall  a  work,  there  may  be. 
fcMue  fcope  for  ccmtrivanqe,  aud  a  greater  attention  to. 
arrangement  and  convenience,  than  is  ufually  ieen,  it 
jiught  be  a  ufeful  addition  to  any  Icheme  of  improve-^ 
ment  of  this  kind,  to  circulate  fuch  cheap  plans,  and 
plain  inftruAions,,  a3  ibould  b^  t^puij^ht.  beit  adapted 
for  thb  purpofe. 

There  are  many  plans  of  cottages  g^ven-  ia  the  firft 
volume  of  Communi(;ations  to  the  Board  of  Agricul^ 
lure,  but  I  fear  they  are,  in  general,  too  cxpenfive  for 
this  country.    They  are  accompai^ied,  however,  Didtb 

obTervaticmsx 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APPEN0IX  33 

obTdrv^tlobs/ which  mi^t  bd  foiuhl  ftrttcetbk;  and 
they  might  likewiie  be  of  tfeoni  foggcfting  ocborsj  bet^ 
<er  fliited  to  the  ftate  of  this  country. 

it  is  fuB  time  for  me  to  coadtide.  If>  ia  pirifiog 
this  long  letter^  you  (hall  meet  Dlridi  asy  ttungj  which 
yoH  may  conceiTe,  id  ibme  dcgrise^  t(^  f^af  yooir 
trouUd^  it  Di^  fuAdontfy  gratify^ 

Yours  truly, 
JOHS  PRATT  WINTER. 

No.  7.—/  have  been  favoured  with  the  following  jtnaljfis 
of  the  Ore  taken  ota  of  the  Cdfiper^nHne  at  Waket's^ 
town^  through  Charles  Drake  DilJom^  EJq. 

Dublin^  Sept.  ijp^  i8qo« 
SIRj 

iTefierday  I  faw  Doftor  Perdval,  and  have 
the  pleafure  of  informing  you,  that,  far  from  neglect- 
ing the  bufinefs,  which  I  had  requeued  him  to  under- 
take, he  has  been  fully  employed  in  conducting,  with 
patient  induftry,  a  number  of  moft  difEcult  and  tedious 
experiinents,  and  has  ik>w  ahnoft  completed  an  accu- 
rate and  fdttA&c  a&alyfis  of  your  ore.  His  firft  ope- 
ration, by  fineldng,  prodi^ced  twenty-one  parts  of  cop* 
per,  from  a  hundred  and  twenty  parts  of  ore,  or  {bme<^ 
what  more  than  one  £xth ;  but,  in  the  humid  way,  «r 
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by  meins  of  {bladon,  he  has  procured  thirty-three 
parts  from  a  hundred  and  twenty,  or  more  than  a 
fourth  part.  This  produce  is  very  confiderable ;  but  I 
Buift  beg  leave  to  remark,  diat  portions  of  the  fame 
ore  often  vary  ezceedbgly  in  value ;  fo  that,  to  render 
fttch  aQ  enquiry  (atisfaftory  and  conclufive^  fpedmens 
from  many  different  parts  of  the  mine  oi^ht  to  be  exa« 
mined.  I  muft  alfo  obferve  that,  in  fmeldng,  it  is 
fcarcely  poffible  to  prevent  the  diffipation  and  lofs  of  a 
good  part  of  the  metal,  and  that  the  analyfis,  by  folu- 
tkm,  is  ufually  much  more  produAive.  However,  as 
you  are  to  procure  the  metal  by  finelting,  you  ought 
not  to  reckon  on  extracting  more  than  one  iixth  part* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir» 
Your  faithful  and  obecfient 
Humble  fervant, 

JOHNPURCELL. 

No.  8.—/  have  been  favoured  with  the  following^  from 
the  Rev.  George  Lambert, 

This  rich  vein  of  copper  runs  in  a  direA  line  for 
above  a  mile,  from  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Boyne,  until  it 
reaches  that  river.  It  has  been  worked  by  two  dif- 
ferent companies,  but  never  done  jufKce  to,  and. the 
ote,  which  was  rwfcd  by  both,  was  tranfmitted  to 
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Liverpool^  wbere  it  met  with  g^ierat  approbation  as 
to  its  quality.    The  difficulty  of  working  it  arifes  from 
the  water>  which  fpriogs  a  very  few  fathgtts  below 
the  furface  of  the  earth ;  and  io  many  places  the  cop* 
per  has  been  found  within  fifteen  or  twenty  fathoms 
from  the  top.    It  had  been  originally  intended,  had 
the  work  been  carried  forward,  to  have  run  a  drift 
from  the  Boyne  to  the  work,  to  bring  off  the  water  i 
and  it  was  fuppofed,  that  the  expence  attending  this 
would  have  been  amply  repaid  as  they  proceeded,  b&- 
caufe  ore  would  havei)een  found  in  almoft  every  field* 
However,  in  conlequence  of  la&e  mechanical  improve- 
ments, all  this  might  now  be  confideredas  Unnecfiflary. 

I  remain,  &c. 

GEORGE  LAMBERT-  . 

No.  9.— -rf  particular  defcription  ofVetcha  or  Tares,  by 
DoBor  Gibnej^ 

The  fpecies  of  vetches  are  very  numerous,  but  thofe 
cultivated  are  known  to  farmers  under  the  two  general 
names  of  fpring  and  winter  vetches. 

Their  uie  b  of.  fo  general  an  application,  that  few, 
who  once  cultivate  them,  ever  after  omit  having  part 
of  theur  grounds  occupied  in  this  way  every  year,  as 
they  a£Ford  green  or  dry  food  of  the  moft  grateful  na- 
ture to  horfes,  black  cattle,  and  Iheep,  fattening  them 
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to  the  Ugh^  degMe  wiiied  fcir.  Rdpefting  tke  fM^ 
cofe  of  the  ibi|»  to  wUdi  they  are  found  beft  to  aa« 
ftrcr,  it  ir  rather  dUEcpll)  ftom  our  prefent  knowledge, 
tQ  ^Mak  Tvbk  certriftty^  dMf  appear,  however,  to  4e^ 
light  moft  in  wtiat  i$  called  a  fight  faady  (oil,  or  rather 
what  is  eommonly  voderftood  by  a  barley  feil,  yet 
^ey  are  found  to  (iicGted  well  in  noft  ^nations. 

Where  groiiQ4  k  much  iitfefted  with  couch-grafs, 
or  odicr  ttnprofitilble  vegetable  prodtiAioBs,  they  con- 
-tribvte,  from  jth^  (heker,  to  obftrad  the  increafe  of 
Aok  proofs  of  aegUgonoe  and  bad  hfiA>andry  $  but 
^dMO  we  ore  not  (torn  this  to  coecetve,  that  land,  ia 
^im  ftate,  isaa  weUiinted  ^otkelr  natare,  as  if  it  was 
in  a  more  cleanly  condition.  Where  couch-grafs  much 
abounds,  or  thiftles,  or,  in  fhort,  weeds  of  any  kind 
atie  fiAred  to  xemaia,  they  retard  the  growth  of 
vetches ;  {6  that,  though  they  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
moft  ufirfiul  green  c(op^  and  ^eqd  towards  Jceeptng  tbe 
Ibil  clean,  and,  a&  the  q^preffi^n  is,  in  heart,  yet  to 
them  alone  we  muft  not  truft  for  converting  land,  from 
Hie  ftate  of  fiith  and  wreichedoefe,  in  which  we  fre- 
jqueotly  have  opportunities  of  beholdiiig  it  in  this  coun- 
try, to  a  profitable  confitioo.  The  ground  for  vetches 
flioiid  undergo  a  better  pfoparation  than  we  generally 
fte  pra^ftd.  If  it  is  loteaded  to  fow  the  winter  r^etch, 
two  previous  pbng^ings  ave  neoeflary;  if  the  ^ring 
vetdi,  a  winter  fallow  ^  if  the  ground  is  dirty,  two  ^r 
diree  ptoug^^n^s  will  be  r^quifice,  a^  Mx»f^  Hoae  of 
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leed  per  tKrrej  atibe  kaft^flioukl  be  fawn ;  for,  die  heft- 
irier  the  crop,  the  better  will  the  purpofes  -of  deaalkig 
be  snfwered:  hideed  it  is  geaerdlj  confideredy  that^ 
the  heavier  the  crop  of  vetches,  the  more  benefit  the 
groimd  receives  from  the  culmre  of  thequ 

From  Aoguft  to  Oftober,  whik  the  earth  fetains 
ibme  degree  of  friability,  and  after  light  raia,  yon  fow 
broad-caft  from  ten  to  fourteen  ftone  an  acre,  harrow* 
tog  extremely  well;  the  feed  bmag  well  chofen,  left  the 
Spring  vetch  ftottld  be  uied  as  feed  at  this  period, 
through  miftake,  for  the  winter;  the  latter  having  beeft 
fcmtkd  capable  of  witl^andisg  the  levereft  froft,  whilft 
^e  former  invariably  perlih  under  thofe  eircumftaiices. 

Some  think  Aoveling  neceflary,  in  order  to  cover 
the  ked  better,  boc  it  iirill  fucceed  well  without  tUs 
praSice.  Maaurmg,  previous  to  a  crop  of  vetches, 
where  the  ground  is  much  exhaufted,  is  of  the  moft 
manifeft  utility;  yet,  where  the  tnoft  unprofitable 
-  crops  of  gr»n  mig^t  be  exped:ed,  an  advantageous 
and  abundant  growth  of  vetches  wiH  fiicceed,  to  which 
may  follow  turnips  or  oats. 

The  fpring  vetch  (hotrM  be  fown  very  early  in  the 
feafbn,  and  the  lime  of  their  arriving  at  perfeAion  con* 
fidered  and  anticipated  wi^h  due  deUberation,  in  order 
that  the  fucceffion  of  green  food  may  follow  at  proper 
periods,  and  in  necefiary  quantity,  proportionate  to  the 
number  of  cattle  to  be  fed  on  the  farm.  The  winter 
vetch  wSl  precede  the  other  a  full  fortnight,  which 
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makes  it  of  more  value  j  and  the  periods  of  tmi^  .it 
which  either  kind  of  vetch  is  fowii^  will  not  be  ia  a 
regular  ratio  to  the  periods  of  their  coming  to  perfec- 
tion: thofe,  fowed  tarly,  will  hold  this  proportioii 
with  fome  regularity;  but  thofe,  put  in  the  ground  at  a 
later  moment  of  the  fcaf(;m,  will  fucceed  more  rapidly 
to  the  precedii^  growth,  as  may  ht  obferved  in  green 
peas  cultivated  for  culinary  purpofes. 

The  bcft  form  for  the  ridges  is.  that,  in  which  thejr 
middle  is  raifed  a  good  deal  higher  than  towards  the 
furrow,  and  in  which  their  breadth  is  from  four  to 
five  feet.  From  this,  form  two  advantages  derive;  the 
vetches,  when  approaching  to  maturity, [droop  and  lie 
over  the  furface  of  the  foil,  fmothering,  by  their  cover- 
ing, the  v^etable  productions  beneath  their  growth; 
this  t^kes  place  more  particularly,  when  the  ridges  are 
of  the  form  I  fpeak  of,  as  their  flexible  extremities 
^bend  to  the  curve  of  the  ridge,  which,  when  flat,  is 
not  the  cafe,  as  the  ftems  towards  the  ibil  become 
hard,  which  occafions  their  extremities  to  lie  lefs  dole 
to  the  furface,  than  when, the  ridges  are  formed  as  I 
mentioned;  befldes,  the  feafon  for  faving  them  for  dry 
fodder,  or  for  feed>  is  fometimes  (b  moift,  that  the 
vetch  will  become  rotten  much  fooner,  fliould  the  fur* 
face  be  flat,  as  the  high  ridges  admit  a  current  of  air, 
and  throw  the  moifture  into  the  furrow. 

The  fpring,  and  even  the  winter  crop  of  vetches, 
b^s  been  at  times  fo  difcouraglng  at  the  commencement 
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of  their  growth,  that  I  have  been  Inclined  to  defpair 
of  their  progrefs,  and  tempted  to  plough  the  ground^ 
in  which  they  were  Town,  and  convert  it  to  fome  other 
purpofe :— but,  as  the  fpring  (eafon  advances,  their 
growth,  which  at  firft  was  flow  and  unpromifing,  ad- 
vances with  rapidity,  and  puts  on  a  rich  and  even 
verdure,  covering  the  whole  furface  of  the  field  with  a 
moft  promifing  and  luxuriant  crop. 

Preparatory  to  cutting  vetches,  the  ground  fhould 
be  roiled  in  the  fpring  feafon,  in  order  to  level  the  fbr« 
face,  fo  as  that  they  may  be  cut  with  the  fcythe  in 
place  of  the  reapng-hook  or  fickle,  the  former  being 
more  expeditious,  and  a  much  cheaper  mode.  The 
fcythe,  ufed  on  this  occafion,  is  what  is  commonly 
called  a  garden  fcythe,  the  blade  of  which  is  fome 
inches  fiiorter  than  the  common  fcythe. 

Vetches,  when  intended  for  hay  or  dry  fodder, 
fliould  be  cut  when  the  pod  begins  to  form,  and  whil* 
the  bloflbms  ftill  remain  on  the  ftem.  Should  they  be 
cut  (poner,  the  quantity  will  be  much  left  than  at  this 
period;  and  (hould  they  be  cut  much  later,  the  part 
of  the  ftems  next  the  root  will  become  rotten,  and  fq 
ftrong  that  cattle  will  rejeft  the  greater  part  of  them. 
I  have  lech  vetches  cut,  when  the  bloflbm  was  juft 
forming,  and  from  wet  weather  coming  on,  it  became 
neceflary  to  defift :  the  part  of  the  crop,  remaining  un« 
cut  for  fome  days,  increaftd  beyond  expeftation,  at 
the  fame  time  that  their  quality  was  equal  to  what  wa^ 
Hh  firft 
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firft  cut  dowQ.  This  points  out  the  ncceffity  there  Is  ' 
for  judging  with  precinon  the  exa£l  period  of  time,  at 
vrhich  they  /hould  be  cut  for  hay,  fo  as  that  the  ftems 
may  not,  when  dry,  be  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  rejefted  by 
cattle,  at  the  fame  time  obferving  not  to  cut  them  fo 
early,  as  to  iofe  the  increafe,  that  may  be  expefted  be- 
tween the  time,  when  the  pod  forms,  and  when  blof- 
foms  open  on  the  middle  and  utmoft  extremities  o( 
their  ftem. 

When  vetches  are  required  for  feed,  there  is  much 
care  neceflary  in  drying  andfaving  them;  even  in  fine 
weather  they  take  a  long  dme  and  a  great  deal  of  fun. 
After  being  cut  they  (hould  be  carefully  turned,  and 
tofled  as  little  as  pofllble;  as  well  for  feed  as  for  hay 
this  muft  be  obferved ;  and,  when  fuffictently  dry,  they 
muft  be  tied  into  (heaves  of  a  moderate  fize,  for  the 
convtenience  of  handling,  and  then  formed  into  conical 
cocks  of  a  middling  fize,  thence  into  larger,  and  from 
that  carried  into  the  farm-yard,  and  carefully  thatched j 
as  at  this  Aage,  on  receiving  wet,  they  open  their  pods^ 
and  flied  their  feed  in  great  quantities. 
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No.  10, 
ON  LIME. 


TO  the  modern  difcoveries,  in  the  fdencc  of  ch^mif' 
try,  is  principally  due  the  knowledge,  which  we  at 
prcfcnt  poflcfsj  of  the  properties  of  pure  quick-lime, 
calcareous  earth,  chalk,  marie,  &c.  and  which  muft 
reader  their  application  more  certainly  ufeful  to  the 
purpofes  of  ameliorating  thofe  foils,  to  which  they  are 
more  particularly  adapted. 

It  has  been  a  generally  received  opinion,  among  Tome 
of  our  moJl  eminent  chcmifts,  that  lime  never  cxifted 
la  nature  in  its  pure  ftate,  and  further  obf^rTationfi 
confirm  this  idea ;  as  k  is  always  obferved  conjoined 
Vith  carbonic  acid  gas,  or  fiji^able  air.  Certainly  it  is 
found  united  with  iron  and  ftiiceous  earth,  and  oftea 
with  an  admixture  of  marine  ialt  of  magnefiaj  petro- 
kum,  Quor,  acid,  &c*  &c.|  but,  for  our  prefent  purpofc 
nhz  it 
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it  b  fufticieiit  to  note,  that  the  union  of'  lime  and  fix- 
able  air  conftitutes  what  is  underAood  by  calcareous 
earth. 

This  fimple  and  beautiful  faA  was  firft  difcovered 
by  the  ingenious  and  celebrated  DoAor  Black,  of 
^dinbui'gh,  who,  in  his  experiments  on  lime  and  mag- 
neiia,  has  proved  inconteftibly,  that  calcareous  earthy 
deprived  of  flxable  air^  is  cauftic/  and,  though  cauAiCy 
when  again  fa^urated  with  this  air,  it  becomes  effete. 

Qmck-lime  is  totally  foluble  in  water,  yet  it  requires 
a  great  proportion  of  water  for  the  purpofe  of  diflblr- 
ing  it  i  but,  when  a  portion  of  fixable  air  is  added  to 
the  iblution,  the  compound  becomes  calcareoils  earth, 
k  no  longer  foluble  in  water,  and  falls  to  the  bottom 
in  form  of  precipitate  j  or,  if  the  furface  of  lime-water 
is  expofed  to  the  atmofphere,  it  derives  hence  fixable 
air,  and  forms  an  infoluble  pellicle  fuTpended  on  its 
furface.  In  lime-water,  the  general  proportion  of  lime 
in  folution,  as  to  the  quantity  of  water,  is  as  one  to 
feven  or  eight  hundreds 

From  the  above,  lime  fhould  be  confidefed  as  in  its 
pureA  Aate,  when  brought  to  its  higheA  poifible  de-* 
gree  of  catiftidty,  in  which  its  folvent  powers  are  the 
greateA;  agreeable  to  a  received  maxim,  that  bodies  in 
nature,  which  are  leaA  compound,  and  neareA  to  fim* 
plidty,  have  the  greater  tendency  to  unite  with,  or  dif- 
folve  other  fubAances ',  but  yet  in  quick-lime  we  ob- 
ferve  a  degree  of  repuUioB^  under  certain  circum- 
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fiances,  to  fixable  air,  Vith  which  wc  ftiould  naturally, 
from  their  being  fo  often  found  conjoined,  fuppofe  it 
powerfully  to  attraft :  this  may  be  accounted  for,  by 
confidering  the  influence,  which  fire  has  in  expelling 
fixable  air  from  its  union  with  calcareous  earth ;  and 
as,  in  this  aftion,  a  certain  degree  of  fire  becomes  in- 
herent among  its  particles  in  the  ftate  of  latent  heat,  it 
ftill  prevents  its  uniting  with  the  above  air,  while  this 
latent  heat  holds  a  place  in  its  compofition.  But,  ia 
order  to  (hew  that  this  doArine  is  not  merely  ideal,  let 
a  certain  quantity  of  water  be  added  to  quick-lime^ 
the  inftantaneous  confequence  is  an  evolution  of  heat^ 
a  moment  before  latent,  now  becoming  fenfible  to  our 
feelings,  which  never  is  the  cafe,  except  in  its  tranfitioas 
from  one  combination  to  another.  On  this  addition  of 
water  to  quick-lime,  the  affinity  being  ftronger  be- 
tween thofe,  than  between  lime  and  the  heat  that 
exifled  therein,  the  latter  burfls  from  its  incarceratioo> 
intermingles  itfelf  with  the  furrounding  atmofphere, 
crumbles  the  lime  by  its  expanfion;  which  forms  a 
compound  with  the  water,  and,  by  the  lofs  of  its  inhe- 
rent fire,  becomes  more  fufceptible  of  union  with  fix- 
able  air,  which  gradually  renders  it  inert. 

Some  fpecies  of  lime  poflefs  a  greater  capability  of 
uniting  with  water,  and  giving  out  their  heat,  than 
others  •,  but  ftiould  water,  in  an  over  quantity,  be  Sud- 
denly poured  on  any  quick-lime  whatever,  the  evolu- 
tion of  heat  is  not  fo  perceptible,  nor  does  the  eleAive 
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attraAioQ  take  place  fo  perfeAly;  hence  the  oeceffitj 
of  atieoding,  in  the  application  of  lime  in  agriculture, 
to  this  particular,  fo  as  to  withhdd  it  from  grounds 
not  perfeSly  drained ;  and  vfhtn  its  application  is  to  a 
foil  properly  fitted  to  receive  it,  we  ftiould  be  particu- 
lar, that  it  be  covered  in  heaps  with  mould,  in  order 
-that  rain  may  not  fuddcnly  deprive  it  of  its  latent  heat, 
and  prevent  its  crumbling,  in  which  (tate  ks  attractive 
powers  are  neceflTarily  greater. 

CauAic  lime  deArc^s  animal  and  vegetaUe  fub- 
ftaiices,  not  only  by  the  aftion  of  its  internal  heat,  but 
by  its  difpofition  to  form  a  union  with  oils  and  adds  con* 
ttined  therein  \  and  to  this  proems  principally  did  Doc- 
tor Black  impute  the  advantage,  which  foils  derive  from 
the  acceffion  of  qnick^lime,  in  their  compofition,  and 
rcertdnly  it  is  fo  in  fome  degree.  But  we  muft  likewife 
confider,  of  how  much  confequence  calcareous  earth  or 
<fliarle,  limeftone-gravd,  &c.  are,  in  giving  vegetative 
vigour  to  the  foil,  independent  of  any  cauftic  quality, 
and  which  owe  their  influence  to  the  agency  of  fixable 
«ir,  which  thefc  fubftances  imbibe  from  the  atmo- 
fphere,  imparting  it  gradually  to  the  evening  dews,  or 
vernal  (bowers,  which,  thus  faturated,  is  drank  in  by 
the  abforbents  of  plants,  ferving  coBJointly^  through  the 
agency  of  heat,  and  the  action  of  the  furrounding  air, 
(6  much  concerned  in  vegetation,  as  the  grand  pabulum 
of  their  nourifhmcnt  and  growth.    On  the  abfence  or 

prefence  of  this  principle  in  fdls,  arifes  their  ftate  of 
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cxhauftion  or  vigour.  An  experiment  of  Mr»  RuckcTt*! 
may  ferve  to  fimpUfy  the  operation  of  fix  able  air  in 
vegetation ;  he  planted  two  beans  in  pots  of  equal 
dimenfions  filled  with  garden  mould ;  the  one  was  wa- 
tered dmoft  daily  with  diftillcd,  the  other  with  water 
impregnated  with  fixable  air,  in  the  prDportion  of  half 
a  cubic  inch  to  one  ounce  of  water  \  both  were  expofcd 
to  all  the  influences  of  the  atmofphere,  except  rain. 
The  bean,  treated  with  aerated  water,  appeared  over 
ground  nine  days  foooer  than  that  moiftened  with  dis- 
tilled water,  and  produced  twenty-five  beans,  whereat 
the  other  pot  produced  only  fifte^i.  The  fame  expe- 
riment was  made  on  ftock-july- flowers,  and  other 
plants,  with  eqnal  fncceft.* 

In  a  late  pubUcation  on  chemiflry,  by  Mr,  Robert 
Heron,  wliich  is  as  perfpicuous  in  its  ftyle  as  generally 
ufefal  in  its  application,  we  find  fome  new  and  cunoui 
ideas  refpefting  lime.  He  contends  with  great  inge* 
nuity,  that  lim^  is  os(ygen  In  a  concrete  ftate,  and 
fupports  this  opinion  with  fome  well  eftabliflied  chemi- 
cal fafts— namely,  that,  as  there  is  fear  eel  y  any  foliJ 
fubftance  in  nature,  which  may  not  be,  either  in  combi- 
nation or  fufpenfion,  brought  Into  a  gazeons  form,  a 
poffibility  prcfents  itfelf  of  lime  being  the  bafis  of  gas 
oxygen. 

Dividing  all  bodies  in  material  nature  into  thofe, 
which  are  combuftible  and  incombuftible,  or  matters 

capable 
^•.    .  *  andChy.  Ann.  1788—399. 
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capable  of  union  with  oxygen^  or  not  fniceptible  of  fbck 
tinbn,  we  find  lime,  pot-a(h,  foda,  &c«  among  the 
latter;  and  in  their  union  and  compounds,  with  which 
they  enter,  particularly  lime,  there  exifts  an  agency 
remarkably  fimilar  to  oxygen. 

There  is  not  a  doubt  among  philofof^ers  at  prefent^ 
but  that  the  primary  production  of  lime  is  entirely 
effected  by  the  organic  functions  of  animals  in  general, 
which  is  confirmed  from  our  knowing,  that  neither 
quick-lime  nor  calcareous  falts  of  any  kind  are  ordina- 
rily taken  as  nourifhment,  and  that  lime  is  the  bails  of 
animal  fliells  and  bones;  now,  if  this  be  admitted, 
thefe  funAions  muft  either  create  it  from  nothing,  or 
from  what  is  taken  in  during  refpiration  or  as  food ; 
and  to  this  quality  of  oxygen  thus  concreted,  either 
into  fhell,  bone,  &c.  is  due  the  fubfequent  formation 
of  limeftone  in  thofe  vaft  petrifications,  which  are  fb 
common  in  this  ifland,  as  well  as  in  fituations  more 
diftant,  particularly  in  part  of  the  famous  rock  of 
Gibraltar,  and  the  ftone,  of  which  the  caftle  of  Cairo 
had  been  built,  which  confifts  of  calcareous  particles 
refembling  pieces  of  money,  called  from  hence  the 
^umifmatical  Jbell ;  thefe  fliells  fplit  with  great  faci- 
lity, if  taken  longitudinally;  within  is  found  a  very  thin 
fubftance,  difpofed  in  a  fpiral  form ;  it  ferves  as  lodg- 
ment for  the  animal,  that  forms  it.  A  flone,  in  every 
refpeft  fimilar  to  this,  is  found  at  Laon,  the  principal 
town  of  the  department  of  Aifne,  where  it  has  been 

employed 
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employed  lU  building*;  fd  that,  conccivitig  the  original 
formation  of  Kmeftonc  derivable  from  this  fource,  th« 
explanation  of  its  aAion,  in  aiding  vegetable  growth^ 
becomes  more  fimple* 

A  mixture  of  carbon,  oxygen,  and  hydrogen,  with, 
lilmoft  any  foil,  forms  of  all  others  the  moft  power* 
ftilly  fertile  compofition.  Their  agency  in  forwarding 
vegetation  is  fo  confiderable,  that  the  moft  unobferv> 
ing  muft  be  ftruck  with  the  effeft,  though  the  caufe 
may  be  obfcure.  The  flimulus  of  oxygen  to  vegetable 
as  welLas  animal  life,  for  any  continuance,  is  too  pow*- 
erful  in  an  unmixed  ftate :  hence  the  admixture  of  car- 
l)on  js  of  importance,  not  only  in  moderating  its  powers, 
but  as  ferving  in  the  vegetative  procefs  as  an  ingredi- 
ent neceff^ry  towards  their  growth  and  nourifhment. 
Pure  lime  deftroys  vegetable  life;  effete  lime  is  a  prin- 
cipal fupport  of  vegetable  exiftence :  oxygen,  howe- 
ver, in  vegetation  has  a  wonderful-  effeft;  indeed, 
where  it  is^  abfent,  the  procefs  ceafes ;  its  effefts  arc 
jevcry  where  perceived  as  gradually  imparted  from  the 
atmofphere,  but,  when  artificially  and  judicioufly  ap- 
plied as  in  lime,  its  ufeful  confequences  are  confider- 
ab^y  augmented.  A  deficiency  of  this  wonderful  fluid 
in  the  exifting  world  is  marked  by  the  pallid  vifages 
of  the  beings,  who  live  in  crowded  cities,  as  well  as  in 
the  languid  growth  of  plants  deftined  to  pine  away 
their  beauties  in  fuch  contaminated  air. 

/  Upon 

*  Memoirs  relative  to  Egypt  under  Buonaparte,  p.  6. 
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UpoD  the  whole  theoi  fpeaking  in  terms  as  expBdt 
ta  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  will  adndt,  we  are  to  con* 
£der  limeAone  reduced  to  fmall  particles,  gravel  of 
the  nature  of  limeAone,  marie,  &c.  as  having  exifting 
within  themfelves  a  kind  of  ^r,  of  confiderable  ufe  in 
the  growth  of  plants,  which  water  commg  in  contaQ 
with  is  capable  of  imUbing;  and  tbat  fvatetf  thut  im« 
|Mregnated,  imparts  to  vegetables  the  air  it  ccmtains 
with  fome  of  itfelf,  through  the  medium  of  the  foil,  in 
wluch  they  are  placed ;  that  the  incumbent  air  gives  to 
thofe  particles  of  limeftone  a  conftant  fupply  of  the 
MceiTary  air,  for  which  thofe  partides  have  a  powerful 
attraAion;  and  this  Is  fs^iUtated  by  thoft  bmg  kept  a$ 
near  the  furface  of  the  foil  as  poflible,  it  being  a  well 
known  faft,  that  limeftone  gravel.  Sec  not  in  cottt^ft 
vrith  the  air,  is  not  of  one  half  the  ufe  as  when  it  1$, 
and  for  the  above  reafon^  and  that,  the  more  ^adually 
f  oche  lime  is  fuffered,  when  Kid  on  the  foil,  to  foak  in 
the  moiAure  of  the  air,  fo  much  the  better }  that,  the 
longer  it  is  kept  compleatly  on  the  furface  of  the  foil^ 
the  better,  provided  it  be  not  inte»ded»  th^  if  fliouki 
ad  as  a  cauftic  on  the  roots  and  fibres  of  noxious 
plants,  in  whkh  cafe,  as  foon  after  it  is  flacked  as  poS" 
Able,  it  Axould  be  ploughed  in,  and  left  to  remain  loi^ 
enough  for  its  caoftichy  to  have  an  ei&d,  after  which 
an  expoTure  of  its  particles'  to  the  air  will  render  the 
procefs  compleat% 

Thofe 
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Thofe  foUs,  to  which  lime  is  applied  with  moft  ad- 
vantage are  clayey,  clayey  loam,  fandy,  fandy  loam, 
gravelly  loams,  or  reclaimed^  bog  when  well  drained. 
Its  application  in  chalky  loam,  or  in  foils  of  a  chalky 
nature,  fucb  as  thofe  frequent  in  England,  is  injurious^ 
and,  when  ufed  through  ignorance,  has  more  than  once 
brought  it  into  difrepute.  Manures^  as  the  moft  learned 
chemift  of  our  country  exprefles  it,  are  applied  tofupply 
either  the  defeEtive  ingredients  ofafnl^  or  improve  its  ten^ 
ture,  or  correSf  its  vices. 
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